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"This sixth edition of IheHistory of the Dei 
besides large impressions of tlie first, second, 
and fourth, is a certificale from the world of its geaa- 
ral acceptation; so ihal we need not, according to the 
custom of modern editors, boast of it without evidence, 
or tell a f — b in its favor. 

"The subject is singular, and It has been handled 
after a singular manner. The wise part of the world 
has been pleased with it, the merry part has been 
diverted with it, and Ihe ignorant part has been taught 
by it; none but the malicious part of the world has 
been offended at it. Who can wonder then, that 
when the Devil is not pleased, his friends should be 
angry 7 

"The strangest thing of all is, to hear Satan com- 
plain that the story is handled profanely. Bui who 
can think it strange, that his advocates should be, 
what he was from the beginning? 

"The author affirms, and has good vouchers for it 
(in the opinion of such whose judgment passes with 
him for an authority,) the whole tenor of the work is 
solemn, calculated to promote serious religion, and 
capable of being improved in a teligious manner. But 
be does not think, that we arc bound never to speak 
" ' Devil but with an air of terror, as if 

Hrays a&aid of him. 




"It is evident the Deyil, as subtle and as frightful 

as he is, has acted the ridiculous and foolish part, as 
much as most of God's creatures, and daily does so 
And he cannot believe it is any sin to expose him for a 
foolish devil, as he is, or show him to the world, that 
he may be laughed at. 

"Those who think the subject not handled with 
gravity enough, have ail the room given them in the 
world to handle it better ; and as the anthor professes 
he is far from thinking his piece perfect, ihey ought 
not to be angry, that he gives them leave lo mend it. 

"He has had the satisfaction to please some readers, 
and to see good men approve it ; and for the rest, as 
my Lord Rochester says, in another case, 



" As for a certain reverend gentleman, who is pleased 
gravely to dislike the work, (he hopes, rather for the 
author's sake than the Devil's;) he only says, Let the 
performance be how it will, and the author what he 
will, it is apparent he has not yet preached away all 
his hearers. 

"It is enough for me (says the author) that the 
Devil himself is not pleased with my work, and less 
with the design of it; let the Devil and all his fellow 
complainers stand on one side, and the honest, well- 
meaning, charitable world, who approve my work, 
1 the other." 
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THE fflSTORY OF THE DEVIL. 
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PART I. 



CHAPTEB L 

IfUroducHon to the whok Work. 

I DOUBT not but the title of this book will amuse 
some of my reading friends a little at first; they will 
make a pause, perhaps, as they do at a witch's prayer, 
and be some time resolving whether they had best 
look into it or no, lest they should really raise the 
Devil, by reading his story. 

Children and old women have told themselves so 
many frightful things of the Devil, and have formed 
ideas of him in their minds, in so many horrible and 
monstrous shapes, that really it were enough to fright 
the Devil himself to meet himself in the dark, dressed 
up in the several figures which imagination has 
formed for him in the minds of men ; and, as for 
themselves, I cannot think by any means that the 
Devil would terrify them half so much, if they were 
to converse face to face with him. 

It must certainly therefore be a most useful under- 
taking, to give a true history of this tyrant of the air, 
this god of the world, this terror and aversion of man- 
kind, which we call Devil ; to show what he is, and 
what he is not; where he is, and where he is not; 
when he is in us, and when he is not ; for I cannot 
doubt but that the Devil is really and bond fde in a 
great many of our honest weak-headed friends, when 
they themselves know nothing of the matter. 

Nor is the work so difficult as some may imagine- 
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le Devil's history is not so hard to come at, as it 
seems lo be ; his original and the first rise of his fam- 
ily is upon record ; and as for his conduct, he has 
acted indeed in the dark, as to method, in many 
things: but in general, as cunning as he is, he has 
been fool enough to expose himself in some of the 
most considerable transactions of his life, and has not 
shown himself a politician at all ; our old friend Mat- 
chiavel outdid him in many things, and 1 may, in the 
process of this work, give an account of several of the 
Bons of Adam, and some societies of them too, who 
have outwitted the Devil, nay, who have outsinned 
the Devil, and that I think may be called outshooting 
him in his own bow. 

It may, perhaps, be expected of me in this history, 
that smcG 1 seem inclined to speak favorably of Satan, 
to do him justice, and to write his story impartially, I 
should take some pains to tell you what religion he is 
of; and even this pari may not be so much a jest, as 
at first sight you may take it to be; for Satan has 
something of religion in him, I assure you; nor is he 
such an unprofitable Devil that way as some may 
suppose him to be; for though, in reverence to my 
brethren, 1 will not reckon him among the clergy ; no 
not so much as a gifted brother; yet 1 cannot deny, 
but that he often preaches; and if it be not profitable 
to his hearers, it is as much their fault, as it is out of 
his design. 

It has mdeed been suggested, that he has takei 
orders ; and that a certain Pope, famous for being an 
exlraordinary favorite of his, gave him both institution 
and induction; but as this is not upon record, and 
therefore we have no authentic document for the pro- 
bation, I shall not affirm it for a truth, for I would not 
slander the Devil. 

It is said also, and I am apt to believe it, that he 
was very familiar with that holy father Pope Silvester 
11., and some charge him with personating Pope Hil- 
debrand on an extraordinary occasion, and himself ' 
sitting in the chair apostolic, in a full congregalioi}; 
and you may hear more of this hereafter; bitt as I do 
Dot meet with Pope Diabolus among the list, in all 



THE BISTOHT OF THB OKTIL. 



Iiiher Platina's Lives of the Popes, so I am willing 
leave il as I find it, 
But to speak to the point, and a nice point it is, 1 
acknowledge; namely, what religion ihe Devil is offfc 
nay answer will indeed be general, yet not at all aiw 
biguous; for I love to speak positively, and witlj 
undoubted evidence. 

1. He is a believer. And if in saying so it shoul 
follow, that even the Devil has more religion thM 
some of our men of fame can at this time be charge 
with, I can assure them, however, that the Devil is n 
infidel. 

2. He fears God. Wo have such abundant evl 
dence of this in sacred history, that if I u 
present, in common with a few others, talking to aal 
infidel sort of gentlemen, with whom those remoUfl 
things called scriptures are not allowed in evidencq^.V 
I might say it was sufficiently proved; but I doiibi^ 
not in the process of this undertaking, to show ihafj 
the Devil really fears God, and that after anolh«n 
manner than ever he feared Saint Francis or Saia^ 
Dnnstan ; and if that be proved, as I lake upon ma U 
advance, I shall leave it to judgment, who is thi 
better Christian, the Devil who believes and tremblei 

or our modern infidels who believe neither God na| 
Devil. 

j Having thus brought the Devil within the pale, ], 

' shall leave him among you for the present ; not but 

that I may examine in its order, who has the boiri 
claim to his brotherhood, the papists or the protest 
ants ; and among the latter, the Lutherans or ih^ 
Calvinists; and so descending to all the several d6»'^ 
nominations of churches, see who has less of the DeviCI 
in them, and who more; and whether less or mor^jfl 
the Devil has not a seat in every synagogue, a pew ' " 
every church, a place in every pnlpit, and a vote is^ 
every synod ; even to the Sanhedrim of the Jews. 9 

I think I do no injury at all to the Devil, to say tha^J 
he had a great hand in the old Holy War, as it wa/ 
ignorantly and enthusiastically called ; stirring up ib" 
Christian princes and powers of Europe to run a mad*J 
ding after the Turks and Saracens, and make w*^ 
""■■"i those innocent people above a thousand m iles o* " 
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only because they entered into God'a heritage when 
he had forsaken it; grazed upon his ground when he 
had fairly turned it into a common, and laid it open 
for the next comer; spending their nations' treasure, 
and embarking their kings and people, I say, in a* 
war above a thousand miles off, filling their heada 
with that religious madness, called, in those days, holy 
zeal to recover the lerra sancta, the sepulclires of 
Christ and the saints, and as they called it falsely, the 
holy city, though true religion says it was the accursed 
city, and not worth spending one drop of blood for. 

This religious bubble was certainly of Satan, who, 
as he craftily drew them in, so like a true Devil he 
left them in the lurch when they came there, faced 
about to the Saracens, animated the immorial Saladio' 
against them, and managed so dexlrously, that he left 
the bones of about thirteen or fourteen hundred thou- 
sand Christians there, as a trophy of his infernal poli-- 
tics : and after the Christian world had run a la santai 
terra, or in. English, a sauntering about a hnndred; 
year, he dropt it to. play another game less foolish, but' 
ten times wickeder than that which went before it, 
namely, tiiming the crusadoes of the Christians, one 
against another; and, as Hudibras said in anotherl 
ease, t 



this you have a complcite account in the history 
vl the Pope's decrees against the Count de Thoulouse,, 
and the Waldenses and Albigenses, with the cm- 
cadoes and massacres which followed upon them;. 
wherein, to do the Devil's politics some justice, he met 
with all the success he could desire; the zealot^.of^ 
that day executed his infernal orders most pimctually,. 
and planted religion in those countries in a glorious 
and triumphant manner, upon tl^e destruction of an. 
infinite number of innocent people, whose blood has 
fattened the soil for the growth of the Catholic faith, 
it} a manner very particular, and to Satan's full satis- 
faction. 
I might, to complete this part of his hisiojfy, giva_ 
IQ the detail of his progress in these fixst steps of his 
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slliances wilh Rome ; and add a long list of massacre^ 
wars and expeditions, in behalf of religion, which he 
has had the honor to have a visible hand in ; such aa 
the Parisian massacre, the Flemish war, under th» ■ 
Duke d'Alva, the Smithfield fires in the Marian dayi 
in England, aud the massacres in Ireland; all whicl 
woiild most effectually convince us, that the Devil hat 
not been idle in his business ; but I may meet v 
these again in my way ; it is enough while I am upol 
the generals only, to mention ihem thus in a summarj 
way : 1 say, it is enough to prove that the Devil haJ 
really been as much concerned as any body, in IhS'1 
methods taken by some people for propagating ''"' 
Christian religion in the world. 

Some have rashly, and I had almost said maliciousljrj 
charged the Devil with the great triumphs of hi| 
friends the Spaniards in America, and would plac4 
the conquest of Mexico and Peru to the credit of bif 



But I cannot join with them in this at all ; I must 
say, 1 believe the Devil was innocent of that matter jj 
my reason is, because Satan was never such a fool i 
to spend hia time, or his politics, or embark his alliei_ 
to conquer nations who were already his own ; thtd^ 
■.vould be Satan against Beelzebub, a making waF^ 
Mpon himself, and at least doing nothing to the pur- 
pose. 

But the greatest piece of management, which we 
find the Devil has concerned himself in of late, in the 
matter of religion, seems to be that of the mission into 
China ; and here, indeed, Satan has acted his master- 
was, no doubt, much for his service, that the 
itnese should have no insight into matters of-j 
ion, I mean, that we call Christian ; and, thero 
though popery and the Devil are not at so mucl 
ince as some may imagine, yet he did not think i^ 
to let the general system of Christianity be heare 
imoDg them in China. Hence when the name o| 
Christian religion had but been received with somd 
ming approbation in (he coimtry of Japan, Sata« 
immediately, as if alarmed at the thing, and dreadind 
wliat tlie consequences of it might be^ armed thfijl 
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Japanese agauist it with such fury, that they expelled 
it at once. 

It was much safer to his designs, when, if tli« story 
be not a fiction, he put that Dutch witticism into the 
mouths of the States' commanders, when they came to 
Japan; who, hartng more wit than to own themselves 
Christians in such a place as that, when the question 
was put to them, answered negatively, that they were 
not, but that they were of another religion, called 
Hollanders, 

However, it seems the diligent Jesuits outwitted the 
Devil in China, and, as I said ahove, overshot him in 
his own bow; for the misaiou being in danger by the 
Devil and the Chinese Emperor's joining together, of 
being wholly expelled there too, as they had been in 
Japan, they cunningly fell in with the ecclesiastics of 
the country, and joining the priestcraft of both religions 
together, they brought Jesus Christ and Confucius to 
be so reconcilable, that the Chinese and the Roman 
Idolatry appeared capable of a confederacy, of going on 
hand in hand together, and consequently of being 
very good friends. 

This was a master-piece indeed, and, as they say, 
almost frighted Satan out of his wits; hut he, being a 
ready maBager, and particularly famous for serving 
himself of the rogueries of the priests, faced about im- 
mediately to the mission, and making a virtue of 
necessity, clapt in, with all possible alacrity, with the 
proposal ; so the Jesuits and he formed a hotch-potch 
of religion made up of popery and paganism, and cal- 
culated to leave the latter rather worse than ihey 
found it, blending the faith of Christ and the philoso- 
phy or morals of Confucius together, and lormally 
christening them by the name of religion; by which 
means the politic interest of the mission was pre- 
served ; and, yet Satan lost not one inch of ground 
•with the Chinese, no, not by the planting the gospel 
itself, such as it was, among them. 

Nor has it heen such disadvantage to him that this 
plan or scheme of a new-modelled religion would not 
go down at Rome, and that the Inquisition damned it 
with bell, book and candle; distance of place served 
ius uew allies, the missionaries, in the stead of a pro- 
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fectioti from the Inquisitioii ; and now and then a ricS 
present well placed found Ihem friends JD the coiigr*- 

falion itself; and where any nuncio with his iaapn- 
enl zeal pretended to take such a long voyage b> 
oppose Ihem, Satan look care to get him sent back rtf 
infecta, or inspired the mission to move him off tli0 
premises, by methods of their own ; that is to say, 
being interpreted, to murder him, 

But there is so much to inquire of about the Dcvil» 
before we can bring his story down to our moderii 
times, that we must for the present let tyiem drop, mtd 
look a little back to the remoter parts of this hisloryj 
drawing his picture, that people may know him wlitai 
they meet him, and see who and what he is, and what; 
he has been doing ever since he got leave to act in thft 
high station he now appears in. 

But, however, he knows the certainty of this fact, 
that when he endeavors the seducing the chosen ser- 
vants of the Most High, he fights against God himselt 
Eirug^es with irresistible grace, and make£ war wita 
infinite powBr; undermining lh« church of God, and 
that faith in him, which is fortified with ihe etern^ 
promises of Jesus Christ, that the gates of hell, that i|. 
to say, the Devil and alt his power, shall not prevau 
against them ; I say, however he knows the impos- 
sibility there is that tie should obtain his ends, yet so 
blind is his rage, so infatuate his wisdom, that he can^* 
not refrain breaking himself to pieces against thi^' 
mountain, and splitting against the rock. 

But to leave this serious part, which is a little too 
solemn for the account of this rebel : seeing we are 
not to expect he will write his own history for our 
information and diversion, I shall see if I cannot wriW 
it for him ; in erder to this, I shall extract the sub- 
stance of his whole story, from the beginning to our 
own times, which 1 shall collect out of what is coma 
to hand, whether by revelation or inspiration, that's 
nothing to him: I shall take care so to improve mjr 
intelligence, as may make my account of him authen- 
tic, and, in a word, such as the Devil himself shall not 
be able lo contradict 

In writing this uncouth story, I sliall l)e freed fMm 
' i censures of the critics, in a more than ordinary 



16 THE HISTORY OF THE DEVIL, 

manner, upon one account especially; namely, that m 
story shall be so ]iist, and so well-grounded, and, aftt 
all the good things I shall say of Satan, will be so lltt] 
to his satisfaction, that the Devil himself will not b 
able to say, I dealt with the Devil in writing it; 
might, perhaps, give you some account where I hi 
my intelligence, and how all the arcana of his mati* 
agenient have come lo my hands ; but pardon mef 
gentlemen ; this would be to betray conversation, andl 
to discover my agents; and you know statesmen ars 
very careful to preserve the correspondences ihey kee| 
in the enemy's country, lest they expose their friend; 
to tlie resentment of the power whose counsels tliei 
betray. 

Besides, the learned tell us, that ministers of slat 
make an excellent plea of their not betraying thei 
intelligence, against all party inquiries into the gres 
sums of money pretended to be paid for secret service 
and whether the secret service was to bribe people U 
betray things abroad, or at home ; whether the mone] 
was paid to somebody, or to nobody ; employed ti 
establish correspondences abroad, or to establish fanW 
ilies, and amass treasure, at home ; in a word, whethei 
it was to serve their country, or serve themselves ; j 
has been the same thing, and the same plea has bee^ 
their protection : likewise in the important affair which 
I am upon, it is hoped you will not desire me to betray 
my correspondents ; for you know Satan is naturally, 
cruel and malicious, and who knows what he migtu 
do, to show his resentment? at least it might endange^ 
a stop of our intelligence for the future. 

And yet, before I have done, I shall make it vei 

Slain, that however my information may be secret aL„ 
ifficult, that yet I came very honestly by it, and shall, 
make a very good use of it; for it is a great mistake 
in those who think that an acquaintance with thQ_: 
affairs of the Devil may not be made very usefur ta 
us all : they that know no evil can know no good : and^ 
as the learned tell us, that a stone taken out of th% 
head of a load is a good antidote against poison ; so j 
competent knowledge of the Devil, and all his ways 
may be the best help to make us defy the Devil, an< 
all his works. 



I the word Devil, as it is apropef name to the Devi 
and any or all of his liost.^ angels, ifc. 
ei 
r 
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CHAPTEE I. 



a quesiion, not yet determmed by the leamM 
Bether the word DeoU be a singular, that is to e 



otnei 

^^mlt 



name of a person standing by himself, or a n 
multitude : if il be a singular, and 80 must be used perf 
sonaily only as a proper name, it consequently imptiat 
one imperial Devil, monarch or king of the whole claf 
of hell ; justly distinguished by the term the Devil, t 
as the Scots call him, the •miickle hom'd Dee'l, or, i 
others in a wilder dialect, the Devil of hdl, that is i 
the Devil of a Devil ; or (better still) as the scrid 
expresses it, by war of emphasis, the greai r 

(tgon, the Devil, and Satan. 
lut if we take tliis word to be, as above, a notm o 
Ititude, and so to be used ambo-dexter, as occasiol 
presents, singular or plural ; then the Devil siguifisj 
Satan by himself, or Saian with ail his legions at h°" 
heels, as you please, more or less; and this way £ 



Understanding the word, as it may be very convenier^ 

for my purpose, in the account I am 

the infernal powers, so it is not altogether improper ti 



the nature of the thing : it is thus expressed in scri] 
ture, where the person possessed (Mark v. 9,) is fii 
said lo be possessed of the Devi! (singular) ; and 
Saviour asks him, as speaking to a single persoi 

I at is thy name 1 and is answered in the plural ai 
■ular together, My name is Legion, for 
I 
ter 



farai 



[or will it be any wrong to the Devil, supposing 
a single person, seeing entitling him to the con 
of all his inferior agents, is what he will tato 
T for an addition to his infernal glory, than ( 
ution or lessening of him, in the extent of his ■ 



^^■peech, 



Having thus articled with the Devil for liberty of 
h, I shall talk of him sometimes in the singular, 
2« J 
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as a person, and sometimes in the plural, as an host 
of devils, or of infernal spirits, just as occasion 
requires, and as the history of his affairs makes neces- 
sary. 

The tnith is, God and the Devil, however opposite 
in their nature, and remote from one another in their 
place of abiding, seem to stand pretty much upon a 
level in our faith: for as to our believing the reality 
of their existence, he that denies one, generally denies 
both; and he that believes one, necessarily beheves 
both. 

Very few, if any, of those who believe there is a 
God, and acknowledge the debt of homage which 
mankind owes to the Supreme governor of the world, 
doubt the existence of the Devil, except here and 
there one, whom we call practical Atheists ; and it is 
the character of an Atheist, if there is such a creature 
on earth, that he believes neither God nor Devil. 

As the belief of both these stands upon a level, and 
that God and the Devil seem to have an equal share 
in our faith, so the evidence of their existence seems 
10 stand upon a level too, in many things ; and as they 
are known by their works in the same particular cases, 
so they are discovered after the same manner of 
demonstration. 

Nay, in some respects it is equally criminal to deny 
the reahly of them both ; only with this difference, 
that to believe the existence of a God is a debt to 
nature, and to believe the existence of the Devil i 
like debt to reason : one is a demonstration from tho 
reality of visible causes, and the other a deduclioQ 
from the like reality of their effects. 

One demonstration of the existence of God, is from 
the universal well-guided consent of all nations to wor- 
ship and adore a supreme power; one demonstration 
of the existence of the Devil, is from the avowed ill- 
guided couseut of some nations, who, knowing i 
other God, make a God of the Devd for want of a 
better. 

It may be true, those nations have no other ideas of 
the Devil than as of a superior power ; if they thought i 
him a supreme power, it would have other effects op , 
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snd they would siihmil to and worship hi] 
with a different kind of fear. 

But it is ptaia they have right notions of him a: 
devil, or evil spirit; because the best reason, and 
some places the only reason they give for worsliippi) 
him is, that he may do them no hurt ; having 
notions at all of his having any power, much less i 
inclinalion, to do them good ; so that indeed they mal 
a mere devil of him, at the same time that they boi 
to him as God. 

All the ages of paganism in the world have had ihj 
notion of the Devil : indeed in some parts of the world 
they had also some deities which they honored abova 
him, as being supposed to be beneficent, kind, and ia- 
clined, as well as capable, to give them good thingst 
for this reason the more polite heathens, such as tt' 
Grecians and Romans, had their Lares, or househol 
gods, whom they paid a particular respect to ; as betni 
their protectors from hobgoblins, ghosis of the dead, 
evil spirits, frightful appearances, evil geniuses, and 
other noxious beings from the invisible worid; or, to 
put it into the language of the day we live in, fronr the 
Devil, in whatever shape or appearance he might 
come to them, and from whatever might hurt them; 
and what was all this but setting up Devils against 
Devils, supplicating one Devil under the notion of a 
good spirit, to drive aut and protect them from another, 
whom they called a bad spirit, the while Devil against 
the black Devil ? 

This proceeds from the natural notions mankint 
necessarily entertain of things to come : superior or iihl 
ferior, God and the Devil, fill up all futurity in 
thoughts ; and it is impossible for us to form any image 
in our minds of an immortality, and invisible world, 
but under the notions of perfect felicity, or extreme 
misery. 

'ow as these two respect the' eternal state of man 
Ir life, they are respectively the object of our rever*- 
and affection, or of our horror and aversion;' 
.notwithstanding they are placed thus in a diamet^ 
rical opposition in our affecticns and passions, th<~ 
are on an evident level as to the certainty of their exit 
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ence, and, as I said above, bear an equal share in Ottt 
faith. 

It being then as certain that there is a Devil, aa that 
there is a God, I must from this time forward admit 
no more doubt of his existence, nor laite any mors 
pains to convince you of it; but apealting of him as a 
reality in being, proceed to inquire who he is, and 
from whence, in order to enter directly into the detail 
of his history. 

Now not to enter into all the metaphysical trumpery 
of his schools; nor wholly to confine myself to the 
language of the pulpit; where we are told, that to 
think of God, and of the Devil, we must endeavor first 
to form ideas of those things which illustrate thff 
I descriptions of rewards and punishments ; in the one 
ithe eternal presence of the highest good, and, as & 
necessary attendant, the most perfect, consummate, 
durable bliss and felicity, springing from the presence 
of that being in whom all possible beatitude is inex- 
pressibly present, and that in the highest perfection j 
on the contrary, to conceive of a sublime fallen arch- 
angel attended with an innumerable host of degenerate^ 
rebel seraphs, or angels, cast out of heaven together ; 
all guilty of inexpressible rebellion, and all suflering 
from that time, and to suffer for ever, the eternal ven- 
geance of the Almighty, in an inconceivable manner; 
that his presence, though blessed in itself, is to them 
the most complete article of terror ;* that they are lO 
themselves perfectly miserable; and to be with whoint 
for ever, adds an inexpressible misery to any state as 
well as place ; and fills the minds of those who are to 
be, or expect to be, banished to them, with inconceiv- 
able horror and amazement. 

But when you have gone over all this, and a great 
deal more of the like, though less intelligible language, 
which the passions of. men collect to amuse one anoth- 
er with ; you have said nothing, if you omit the main 
article, namely, the personality of the Devil; and tilt 
' you add to all the rest some description of the com- 
pany with whom all this is to be suffered ; namely, tha 
Devil and his angels. 

Now who this Devil and his angels are, what shar* 
they have either actively or passively in the eternal 
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miseries of a future state, how far they are agents iiii 
or partners with, the sufferings of the place, is a diffi- 
culty yet not fully discovered by the most learned ; 
nor do I believe it is made less a difficulty by tlieir 
meddling with it. 

But to come to the personal and original of the 
Devil, or, as I said before, of Devils ; I allow him to 
come of an ancient family, for he is from heaven ; and, 
more truly than the Romans could say of their idolized 
Numa, he is of the race of the gods. 

Th^t Satan is a fallen angel, a rebel seraph, cast out 
for his rebellion, is the general opinion, and it is not 
my business to dispute things universally received ; as 
he was tried, condemned, and the sentence of expulsion 
executed on him, in heaven, he is in this world like a 
transported felon never to return ; his crime, whatever 
particular aggravations it might have, it is certain, 
amounted to high treason against his Lord and Gov- 
ernor, who was also his Maker : against whom he rose 
in rebellion, took up arms, ana, in a word, raised an 
horrid and unnatural war in his dominions ; but being 
overcome in battle, and made prisoner, he and all his 
host, whose numbers were infinite, all glorious angels 
like himself, lost at once their beauty and ^lory with 
their innocence, and commenced Devils, bemg trans- 
formed by crime into monsters and frightful objects ; 
such as to describe, human fancy is obliged to draw 
pictures and descriptions in such forms as are most 
• hateful and frightful to the imagination. 

These notions, I doubt not, gave birth to all the 
beauteous images and sublime expressions in Mr. Mil- 
ton's majestic poem; where, though he has played the 
poet in the most luxuriant manner, he has sinned 
against Satan most egregiously, and done the Devil a 
manifest injury in a great inany particulars, as I shall 
show in its place. And as I shall be obliged to do 
Satan justice when I come to that part of his history, 
Mr. Milton's admirers must pardon me, if I let them 
see, that though I admire Mr. Milton as a poet, yet 
that he was greatly out in matters of history, and 
especially the history of the Devil ; in short, that he 
has charged Satan falsely in several particulars ; and 
so he has Adam and Eve too : but that I shall leave 
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Ke, and, as I said above, bear ao eq^ual share in c 
fciih. 
^It being then as certain that there is a Devil, as that"" 
ftere is a God, I must from this time forward admtf 
no more donbl of hia existence, nor take any more 
pains to convince you of it; but speaking of him as a 
reality in being, proceed to inquire who he is, and 

I'Om whence, in order to enter directly into the detal' 
This history. 
Now not to enter into all the metaphysical trumperj 
t his schools; nor wholly to confine myself to the 
Wguage of the pulpit; where we are told, that to 
link of God, and of the Devil, we must endeavor first 
I form ideas of those things which illustrate the 
escriptions of rewards and punishments; in the one 
. the eternal presence of the highest good, and, as a 
necessary attendant, the most perfect, consummate, 
durable bliss and felicity, springing from the presence 
t that being in whom all possible beatitude is inex- ^_ 
^sibly present, and that in the highest perfeclion f ^| 
i the contrary, to conceive of a sublime fallen arcU*^^ 
' jel attended with an innumerable host of degenerate*, 
el seraphs, or angels, cast out of heaven together ; 
1 guilty of inexpressible rebellion, and all suffering 
" m that lime, and to suffer for ever, the eternal ven- 
ince of the Almighty, in an inconceivable manner ; 
Iftt his presence, though blessed in itself, is to them 
le most complete article of terror: that they are in 
lemselves perfectly miserable ; and to be with whom 
r ever, adds an inexpressible misery to any state as 
all as place ; and fills the minds of those who are to 
Ife or expect to be, banished to them, with inconceiv- 
able horror and amazement. 

But when you have gone over all this, and a grej 

deal more of the like, though less intelligible languag* 

iyhicli the passions of.nien collect lo amuse one ancth^ i 
rith ; you have said nothing, if you omit the main 
cle, namely, the personality of the Devil; and till 
I add to all the rest some description of the com- 
y with whom ail this is to be suffered ; namely, the • 
ivil and his angels. 

r who this Devil and his angels are, what shai 
r have either actively or passively in the etem 
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miseries of a future state, how far they are agents in, 
or partners with, the sufferings of the place, is a diffi- 
culty yet not fully discovered by the most learned ; 
nor do I believe it is made less a difficulty by tlieir 
meddling with it. 

But to come to the personal and original of the 
Devil, or, as I said before, of Devils ; I allow him to 
come of an ancient family, for he is from heaven ; and, 
more truly than the Romans could say of their idolized 
Numa, he is of the race of the gods. 

That Satan is a fallen angel, a rebel seraph, cast out 
for his rebellion, is the general opinion, and it is not 
my business to dispute things universally received ; as 
he was tried, condemned, and the sentence of expulsion 
executed on him, in heaven, he is in this world like a 
transported felon never to return ; his crime, whatever 
particular aggravations it might have, it is certain, 
amounted to high treason against his Lord and Gov- 
ernor, who was also his Maker : against whom he rose 
in rebellion, took up arms, ana, in a word, raised an 
horrid and unnatural war in his dominions ; but being 
overcome in battle, and made prisoner, he and all his 
host, whose numbers were infinite, all glorious angels 
like himself, lost at once their beauty and glory with 
their innocence, and commenced Devils, being trans- 
formed by crime into monsters and frightful objects ; 
such as to describe, human fancy is obliged to draw 
pictures and descriptions in such forms as are most 
• hateful and frightful to the imagination. 

These notions, I doubt not, gave birth to all the 
beauteous images and sublime expressions in Mr. Mil- 
ton's majestic poem; where, though he has played the 
poet in the most luxuriant manner, he has sinned 
against Satan most egregiously, and done the Devil a 
manifest injury in a great inany particulars, as I shall 
show in its place. And as I shall be obliged to do 
Satan justice when I come to that part of his history, 
Mr. Milton's admirers must pardon me, if I let them 
see, that though I admire Mr. Milton as a poet, yet 
that he was greatly out in matters of history, and 
especially the history of the Devil ; in short, that he 
has charged Satan falsely in several particulars ; and 
80 he has Adam and Eve too : but that I shall leave 
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enee, and, as I said above, bear an equal sliare in 
failh. 

It being then as certain that there is a Devil, as that | 
there is a God, I must from this time forward admit 1 
no more doubt of his existence, nor take any mortf | 
pains to convince you of it; but speaking of him as 4' 1 
reahty in being, proceed to inquire who he is, ani j 
from whence, in order to enter directly into the detaif I 
of his history. 

Now not to enter into all the metaphysical trumpery* I 
of his schools; nor wholly to confine myself lo lh« I 
language of the pulpit; where we are told, that tif 1 
think of God, and of the Devil, we must endeavor first I 
to form ideas of those things which illustrate thif | 
descriptions of rewards and punishments; in the on^ I 
ithe eternal presence of the highest good, and, as ft | 
necessary attendant, the most perfect, consummate I 
durable bliss and felicity, springing from the presence I 
of that being in whom all possible beatitude is inex^ j 
pressibly present, and that in the highest perfection? 
on the contrary, to conceive of a sublime fallen arch-'' 
angel attended with an innumerable host of degenerated I 
rebel seraphs, or angels, cast out of heaven together? | 
all guilty of inexpressible rebellion, and all suffering I 
from that time, and to suffer for ever, the eternal vea- f 
geance of the Almighty, in an inconceivable i 
that his presence, though blessed in itself, is to theta j 
the most complete article of terror;' that they are ill I 
themselves perfectly miserable ; and to be with whoirf i 
for ever, adds an inexpressible misery to any state as [ 
well as place ; and fills the minds of those who are trf 1 
be, or expect to be, banished to them, with inconceiv-* ' 
able horror and amazement. 

But when you have gone over all this, and a great j 
deal more of the like, though less intelligible language,- 1 
which the passions of men collect to amuse one ancitW 1 
er with ; you have said nothing, if you omit the maiQ 1 
article, namely, the personahty of the Devil ; and tiff. I 
you add to all the rest some description of the com<-l 
pany with whom all this is to be suffered ; namely, thjU 
Devil and his angels. ' *■ 

Now who this Devil and his angels are, what shartfl 
they have either actively or passively in the etemtf"^ 
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miseries of a future state, how far they are agents in, 
or partners with, the sufferings of the place, is a diffi« 
culty yet not fully discovered by the most learned ; 
nor do I believe it is made less a difficulty by tlieir 
meddling with it. 

But to come to the personal and original of the 
Devil, or, as I said before, of Devils ; I allow him to 
come of an ancient family, for he is from heaven ; and, 
more truly than the Romans could say of their idolized 
Numa, he is of the race of the gods. 

Th^t Satan is a fallen angel, a rebel seraph, cast out 
for his rebellion, is the general opinion, and it is not 
my business to dispute things universally received ; as 
he was tried, condemned, and the sentence of expulsion 
executed on him, in heaven, he is in this world like a 
transported felon never to return ; his crime, whatever 
particular aggravations it mi^ht have, it is certaioi 
amounted to high treason agamst his Lord and Gov- 
ernor, who was also his Maker : against whom he rose 
in rebellion, took up arms, and, in a word, raised an 
horrid and unnatural war in his dominions ; but being 
overcome in battle, and made prisoner, he and all his 
host, whose numbers were infinite, all glorious angels 
like himself, lost at once their beauty and ^lory with 
their innocence, and conmienced Devils, bemg trans- 
formed by crime into monsters and frightful objects ; 
such as to describe, human fancy is obliged to draw 
pictures and descriptions in such forms as are most 
• hateful and frightfm to the imagination. 

These notions, I doubt not, gave birth to all the 
beauteous images and sublime expressions in Mr. Mil- 
ton's majestic poem ; where, though he has played the 
poet in the most luxuriant manner, he has sinned 
against Satan most egregiously, and done the Devil a 
manifest injury in a great inany particulars, as I shall 
show in its place. And as I shall be obliged to do 
Satan justice when I come to that part of his history, 
Mr. Milton's admirers must pardon me, if I let them 
see, that though I admire Mr. Milton as a poet, yet 
that he was greatly out in matters of history, and 
especially the history of the Devil ; in short, that he 
has charged Satan falsely in several particulars : and 
so he has Adam and Eve too : but that I shall leave 
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ence, and, as I said above, bear an equal sliare in OtI? 1 
faith. 

It being then as certain that there is a Devil, as that 
there is a God, I must from this time forward admit 
no more doubt of his existence, nor take any motH 
paius to convince you of it; but speaking of him as S 
reaUty in being, proceed to inquire who he is, and 
from whence, in order to enter directly into the detail 
of his history. 

Now not to enter into all the metaphysical trumpery 
of his schools; nor wholly to confine myself to the 
language of the pulpit; where we are told, that td 
think of God, and of the Devil, we must endeavor iirat 
to form ideas of those things which illustrate thft 
descriptions of rewards and punishments ; in the ono 
-the eternal presence of the highest good, and, as a 
necessary attendant, the most perfect, consummate, 
durable bliss and felicity, springing from the presenc* 
of that being in whom all possible beatitude is inez- 
piessibly present, and that in the highest perfection j 
on the contrary, to conceive of a sublime fallen arch- 
angel attended with an innumerable host of degenerate, 
rebel seraphs, or angels, cast out of heaven together i 
all guilty of inexpressible rebellion, and all suffering | 
from that lime, and to suffer for ever, the eternal vea- > 
geance of the Almighty, iu an inconceivable mannerj 
that his presence, though blessed in itself, is to thenj 
the most complete article of terror ; that they are ifl 
themselves perfectly miserable ; and to be with whorr^ 
for ever, adds an inexpressible misery to any state as 
well as place ; and fills the minds of those who are tot 
be, or expect to be, banished to them, with inconceiv- 
able horror and amazement, 

But when you have gone over all this, and a great 
deal more of the hke, though less intelligible language!, 
which the passions of.men collect to amuse one anoth" 
er with ; you have said nothing, if you omit the main I 
article, namely, the personahty of the Devil ; and tiff I 
' you add to all the rest some description of the eom^l 
pany with whom all this is to be suffered ; namely, thff I 
Devil and his angels. '■ 

Now who this Devil and his angels are, what sharrfi 
they have either actively or passively in the eternal f 
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miseries of a future state, how far they are agents iiii 
or partners with, the sufferings of the place, is a diffi- 
culty yet not fully discovered by the most learned ; 
nor do I believe it is made less a difficulty by tlieir 
meddling with it. 

But to come to the personal and original of the 
Devil, or, as I said before, of Devils ; I allow him to 
come of an ancient family, for he is from heaven ; and, 
more truly than the Romans could say of their idolized 
Numa, he is of the race of the gods. 

That Satan is a fallen angel, a rebel seraph, cast out 
for his rebellion, is the general opinion, and it is not 
my business to dispute things universally received ; as 
he was tried, condemned, and the sentence of expulsion 
executed on him, in heaven, he is in this world like a 
transported felon never to return ; his crime, whatever 
particular aggravations it might have, it is certain, 
amounted to high treason against his Lord and Gov- 
ernor, who was also his Maker ; against whom he rose 
in rebellion, took up arms, and, in a word, raised an 
horrid and unnatural war in his dominions ; but being 
overcome in battle, and made prisoner, he and all his 
host, whose numbers were infinite, all glorious angels 
like himself, lost at once their beauty and glory with 
their innocence, and commenced Devils, being trans- 
formed by crime into monsters and frightful objects ; 
such as to describe, human fancy is obliged to draw 
pictures and descriptions in such forms as are most 
• hateful and frightful to the imagination. 

These notions, I doubt not, gave birth to all the 
beauteous images and sublime expressions in Mr. Mil- 
ton's majestic poem; where, though he has played the 
poet in the most luxuriant manner, he has sinned 
against Satan most egregiously, and done the Devil a 
manifest injury in a great many particulars, as I shall 
show in its place. And as I shall be obliged to do 
Satan justice when I come to that part of his history, 
Mr. Milton's admirers must pardon me, if I let them 
see, that though I admire Mr. Milton as a poet, yet 
that he was greatly out in matters of history, and 
especially the history of the Devil ; in short, that he 
has charged Satan falsely in several particulars ; and 
80 he has Adam and Eve too : but that I shall leave 
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ence, and, as I said above, bear an eq^ual share in traf 
faith. 

It being then as certain that there is a DeTil, as that 
there is a God, I must from this time forward admit 
no more doubt of his existence, nor take any mora 
pains to convince you of it; but speaking of him as a 
reaUty in being, proceed to inquire who he is, and 
from whence, in order to enter directly into the detail 
of his history. 

Now not to enter into all the metaphysical trumpery' 
of his schools; nor wholly to confine myself to thfl 
language of the pulpit; where we are told, that to 
think of God, and of the Devil, we must endeavor first 
to form ideas of those things which illustrate thff 
descriptions of rewards and punishments ; in the one 
I the eternal presence of the highest good, and, as a 
necessary attendant, the most perfect, consummate, 
durable bliss and felicity, springing from the presence' 
of that being in whom all possible beatitude is inex- 
pressibly present, and that in the highest perfection; 
on the contrary, to conceive of a sublime falleu arch- 
angel attended with an innumerable host of degenerate, 
rebel seraphs, or angels, cast out of heaven together' 
all guilty of inexpressible rebellion, and all suffering 
from that time, and to suffer for ever, the eternal ven- 
geance of the Almighty, in an inconceivable manner ; 
that his presence, though blessed in itself, is to them 
the most complete article of terror ;' that they are in 
themselves perfectly miserable ; and to be with whom 
for ever, adds an inexpressible misery to any state as 
well as place ; and fills the mrnds of those who are to 
be, or expect to be, banished to them, with inconceiv- 
able horror and amazement. 

But when you have gone over all this, and a great 
deal more of the like, though less inleliigibie language, 
which the passions of men collect to amuse one anoth- 
er with ; you have said nothing, if you omit the main 
article, namely, the personality of the Devil; and till 
you add to at! the rest some description of the com- 
pany with whom all this is to be suffered ; namely, thrt 
Devil and his angels. 

Now who this Devil and his angels are, what sharff 
have either actively or passively in the eternal 
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lore truly than the Romans could say of their idoli 
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jbch as to describe, human fancy is obliged to 
Ictiires and descriptions in such forms as are 
iateful and frightful to the imagination. _ 

[ These notions, I doubt not, gave birth to all iHe 
lauteous images and sublime expressions in Mr. Mil- 
n's majestic poem ; where, though he has played the 
let in the most luxuriant manner, he has sinned 
tainst Satan most egregiously, and done the Devil a 
nnifest injury in a great many particulars, as I shall 
low in its place. And as 1 shall be obliged to do 
Btan justice when I come to that part of his history, 
T. Milton's admirers must pardon me, if I let them 
!, that though I admire Mr. Milton as a poet, yet 
Kt he was greatly out in matters of history, and 
specially the history of the Devil; in short, that he 
a charged Satan falsely in several particulars; and 
I be has Adam and Eve too : but iliat I shall leava 
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tfll I come to the history of the royal family of Edeilfl 
wh cli I resolve to present you with when the Deri 
and I have done with one another. 

But not to ruti down Mr. Milton neither, whosi 
poetry, or his judgment, cannot be reproached withoi 
injury to our own ; all those bright ideas of his, whicbl 
make his poem so justly valued, whether they art 
capable of proof as to the fact, are, notwithstanding 
confirmations of my hypothesis; and are taken froifl. 
a supposition of the personality of the Devil, placing 
"^[jm at the head of the infernal host, as a sovereign 
'ated spirit, and monarch of hell ; and as such it ii 

Lt I undertake to write his history. 
y the word hell I do not suppose, or at least no< 

:ermine, that his residence, or tliat of the wholatr 
army of Devils, is yet in the same local hell, to whiehfl 
(he divines tell ns he shall be at last chained downii 
or at least that he is yet confined to it ; for we shan 
find he is at present a prisoner at large ; of both whicft 
circumstances of Satan, 1 shall take occasion to speata 
in its course. 

But when I call the Devil the monarch of hell, 
am to be understood as suits to the present purposeii 
that he is the sovereign of all the race of heil, thai i 
to say, of all the devils or spirits of the infernal clal _ 
let their numbers, quality and powers be what the^ 
will. 

Upon this supposed personahty and superiority of,i 
Satan, or, as I call it, the sovereignty and governmeni( 
of one Devil above all the rest ; 1 say, upon this notioiti 
are formed all the systems of the dark side of futuritm' 
that we can form in our minds : and so general i 
opinion of it, that it will hardly bear to be opposed by 
any other argument, at least that will bear to be reas- 
oned upon: all the notions of a parity of Devils, or 
making a commonwealth among the black divan, seenl 
to be enthusiastic and visionary ; but with no consistij 
ency or certainty ; aud is so generally exploded, thaf 
we must not venture so much as to debate the point. 

Taking it then, as the generality of mankind AvM 
that there is a grand Devil, a superior of the wholfl 
black race; that they all fell, together with their g( 
aral, Satan, at the head of them ; that though I 
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itan, could not maiiUaiD his high slalioti in hcavei 

yet that he did coaiinue his dignity among the rea^ 

who are called his serranls, in scripture, his aDgelcj 

that be has a kind of dominion or authority ever tlu 

rest ; and thai they were all, how many millions soevei 

in number, at his command; employed by him in aflH 

his hellish designs, and in all his wicked cootrivanc«|~ 

the destruction of man, and for the setting up h' 

1 kingdom in the world ; 

iupposing then that there is such a superior raaste 

fil over all the rest, it remains that we inijuire iatd 

his character, and something of bis history; in wliichj 
though we caiuiol perhaps produce such authentir 
documents as in the story of other great monarchil 
tyrants and furios of the world ; yet I shall endeavoj 
to speak some things which the experience of mankiol 
may be apt (o confirm, and which the Devil himsell 
vill hardly be able to contradict, 
it being lhi?n granted, that there is such a thing o_ 
'sou, call him which we will, as a master Devil ; tha^ 
is thus superior to all the rest in power and in atb 
lOrtiy; and that all the other eviJ spirits are hi 
angels, or ministers, or officers, to execute bis com 
mands, and are employed in his business; it remaini 
to inquire, Whence he camel How he got hither, iutC 
this world? What that business is which he is em- 
ployed about? What bis present state is, and wber& 
and to what part of the creation of God, he is limitea 
and restraineij ? What the liberties are he takes, or is 
allowed to take ? In what manner he works, and hoT^ 
his instruments are likewise allowed to work? Whai 
he has done ever since he commenced Devil, w 

doing, and what he may yet do before his lasM 
closer confinemenl'} as also. What he cannot da. 
how far we may or may not be said to be exposed 
im, or have or have not reason to be afraid of him ^ 
lese, and whatever else occurs in the history and con- 
duct of this arch-devil and his agents, that may be 
useful for information, caution, or diversion, you may 
expect in the process of this work, 

I know it has been questioned by some, with mora '' 
face than fear, bow it consists with a complete victory 
o£ the Devil, which they say was at first obtained by 
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fxe heavenly powers over Salati and his apostate am 
H heaven, that when he was cast out of his holy plat 
bd dashed down into the abyss of elernal darkiiei 
'■ into a place of punishment, a condemned hold, C 
lace of confinement, to be reserved there to the judi 
_fent of the great day ; I say, how it consists with thn 
lllire victory, to let him loose again, and give him liW 
"rty, like a thief that has broken prison, to range aboi 
lod's creation, and there to continue his rebellioi 
iiDmmit new ravages and acts of hostility against C 
make new efforts at dethroning the Almighty Creatorf 
and in particular to fall upon the weakest of his crei 
lures, man ? How Satan being so entirely vanquishw 
he should be permitted to recover any of his wicka 
powers, and find room to do mischief to mankind 1 

Nay, they go farther, and suggest bold things agaiiif 
the wisdom of heaven, in exposing mankind, weak | 
comparison of the immense extent of the Devil's powefTl 
to so manifest an overthrow, to so unequal a fight, in 
which he is sure, if alone in the conflict, to be worsted; 
to leave him such a dreadful enemy to engage with, 
and so ill-furnished with weapons to assist him. 

These objections 1 shall give as good an answer to, 
as the case will admit of in this course, but must 
adjourn ihem for the present. 

That the Devil is not yet a close prisoner, we have 
evidence enough to confirm: I will not suggest, that 
like our Newgate thieves (to bring little devils and 
great devils together) he is let out by connivance, and 
has some little latitudes and advantages for mischief, 
by that means ; returning at certain seasons to his con- 
finement again. 

This might hold, were it not that the comparison 
must suggest, that the power which has cast him 
down could be deluded, and the under-keepers or gaol- 
ers, under whose charge he was in custody, could 
wink at his excursions, and the Lord of the placa 
know nothing of the matter. But this wants farther 
explanation. 
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^^Hnea« before his expulsion oiit of Heaven, and in wlu 
^^" ataie he waafrom that time to the creation of man. 

To come to a regular inquiry into Satan's affairs, id 
is needful we should go back to his original, as far vm 
history and the opinion of the learned world will givd 
us leave. f 

It is agreed by all writers, as well sacred as profane^ 
that this creature we now call a Devil, was originally' 
an angel of light, a glorious seraph ; perhaps the 
choicest of all the glorioiis seraphs. See how Miltoo 
Ascribes his original glory : 

■ " Salan, so col! him now ; his former name 

Is heard no more ia heaven : he of the first, 
If Doi the first archangel ; great in power, 
In favor and preiminence," 

Lib. r. fcL 1«. 



And again the same author, and upon the sa 
mbject : 

■ « Brighter once amidst the host 

H Of anirels, than that star the stairs udodk." 

■ Ub. Tii. fol. 189. 



The glorious figure which Satan is supposed to 
make among the thrones and dominions in heaven is 
such, as we might suppose the highest angel in that 
exalted train could make ; and some think, as above, 
that he was the chief of the archangels. 

Hence that notion (and not ill-founded) ; namely, th( 
the first cause of his disgrace, and on which ensue 
his rebellion, was occasioned upon God's proclaiming 
his son generalissimo, and with himself supreme ruler 
in heaven; giving the dominion of all his wo.ks of 
creation, as well already finished, as not then begun, 
to him ; which post of honor (say they) Satan expected 
to be conferred on himself, as next in honor, majesty, 

i power, to God the Supreme. 
3 
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This opinion ia followed by Mr. Milton too, ai 
appears in the following Unes, where he makes all the 
angels attending a general summons, and God the 
-.father tnaking the following declaration to them : 

"Hear all ye angels, pn^enj of light, 
Thrones, dDnunationa, pnncedoms, virmes, powers! 
Hear tny decree, wbich nnrevok'd sboll stand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have aDolnled, vhom ye now behohl 
At my right hand ; jonr head 1 him appoint : 
And by myself have swom, to him ahall bow 
All linees in heav'n, and shall confess him Lord; 
Under his gceal vicegerent reign abide 
United, as one individual stnil, 
For ever happy : him who disobeys, 
Me disobeys, break) anion ; ond that day 
Cast out from Ood, nnd blessed vision, falls 
Into uiter dsrkaess, deep ingDlpb'd, his place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end." 

Satan, affronted at the appearance of a new essenee 
or being in heaven, called the Son of God, for God, 
says Mr. Milton, (thongh erroneously,) declared him- 
self at that time, saying, This day have I begotten him, 
ond that be should be set up above all the former 
powers of heaven, of whom Satan (as above) was tlie 
chief, and expecting, if any higher post could b e 
granted, it might be his due ; I say, affronted at thi%^^| 
he resolved -J^H 

^^^ " With all his legions to dislodge, and leave ^^^| 

^^^^^ Untvorshlp^, uoobey'd, the throne supreme, ^^^| 

^^^B ' Far. Lnt, Ub. ^^| 

^^^ But Mr. Milton is grossly erroneous in ascribing'^* 
those words, This day have I begotten thee, to that 
declaration of the Father, before Saian fell, and conse- 
quently to a time before the creation ; whereas it is by 
interpreters agreed to be understood of the incarnationl 
of the Son of God, or at least of the resurrection : ' 
Pool upon Acts xiii. 33,* 

' • Mr. Pool's words ore these ; Some refer the words, (Aii Say hint J 

itgattm thee, to the incarnation of the Son of God, others lo ih« resnr- 
reotioD j our translators lay the stress on the preposition ai[which the 
nth is compotmded, and by adding again, (namely) fmH 9 JiHM 
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In a word, Satan withdrew with all Iiis followei 
malcontent and chagrin, resolved to disobey this e 
command, and not yield obedienco to the Son, 

Now Mr. Milton agrees in that opinion, thai I 
number of angels which rebelled with Satan w 
infinite ; and suggests in one place, that they were tl 
greatest half of all the angelic body, or seraphic hoi 



" Bui Salan with his powe™ 

Inaamerabie as Ihe stars of nigbi, 

Or sian of momin', dew-draps, which tlie sni 

Impenrls on ev'ry teaC and ev'ry flower." 

a. lib. r. fol. H2. 

Be their number as it is, numberless millions, and 

legions of millions, that is no part of my present 
inquiry ; Satan, the leader, guide and superior, as he 
was author of the celestial rebellion, is still the great 
head and master-devil as before; under his authoring 
they still act, not obeying, but carrying on the sar"'~ 
insurrection against God, which they began in heavi 
making war still against heaven, in the person of 
■mage and creature, man ; and though vanquished hy 
the thunder of the Son of God, and cast down Iiead- 
long from heaven, they have yet reassumed, or rather 
not lost, cither the will or the power of doing evil. 

This fall of the angels, with the war in heaven 
which preceded it, is finely described by Ovid, in his 
war of the Titans against Jupiter ; casting motmtain 
upon mounuln, and hill upon hill, (Pelion upon Ossa,) 
in order to scale the adamantine walls, and break open 
the gates of heaven ; till Jupiter struck them with his 
th under- bo I Is, and overwhelmed them in the abyss. 

I""""" 






"Kor were the gods themsplirea secure on high; 
for now the giants strove to storm Ihe sky .■ 
The lawtess brood with bold atlempt invnde 
The gods, and moantaina upon mountains laid. 



I, (Acts itii. 33.1 intended it to be nndersiood of the ri 



H there is ground for it in the contest ; for the resurrrelion o( Chril 
Mthal which St, Paul had propounded in 
as his theme or argument to preach ii~" 



It thdkChrist at his resurrection began to t« the Son of Qod, M 
he wffnui-"-— -* ■■-— ■- ■■ — 



E manifested Ihea tc 
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It the mighty struke, 
And Ossa's shatter'J top o'er Pelion broke : 
They're in Iheir own ungodly ruins slain." — 



Then again speaking of Jupiter, resolving in couo-1 
cil to destroy mankind by tlie deluge, and giving the] 
reasons of it to the heavenly host, says thus, speakingtil 
of the demigods, alluding to good men below : 



^ 



" Think you that they in safety can remniri, 
When me myself, who o'er immortals reign. 
Who send the hghtlting, and heaven's einpire sway, 
Ths stem Lycaon* practis'd (o betray." 



Since then so much poetic liberty is taken with thAa 
Devil, relating to his most early state, and the titoaf 
before his fall, give me leave to make an excursion of ' 
the like kind, relating to his history immediately after 
the fail, and till the creation of man ; an interval which 
I think much of the Devil's story is to be seen in, and 
which Mr. Milton has taken little notice of; at least it 
does not seem completely filled up ; after which I shall J 
retu rn to honest prose again, and pursue the duty oCJ 
itstorian. 

Satan, with hideons ruin thus snpprest, 
Eipell'd the seat of blessedness ana rest, 
Looked back, and snw the high eternal moimd, 
Where all his rebel host Iheir outlet found, 
Restored impregnable : the breach made up, 
And garrisons of angels ranged a-lop ; 
In front an hundred thousand thunders roll, 
And lighmings lemper'd to transGi: a soul, 
,'TeFror of devils, ^tan and his host, 
iNow to themselves as well as station tost, 
llnabte to support the hated sight, 
Eiptuid serapliic wings, and swill as light 
Seek lor new solely in eternal night. 

In the remotest gnlfs of dark they land : 
Here vengeance gives them leave to make their stand i 
Not that to steps and measures they pretend, 
.. Councils and schemes their station to defend ; 

iSnl broken, disconcerted, and dismayed, 
, :By gailt and fright to guilt itnd fright betrayed ; 
( Hage altd confosion ev'ry spirit possessed, 
And shame and horror swelled in ev'ry breast ; 
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. Transforming' envy iheir essentials barns, 
n And the brighl iingel n frightful devil luras. 
'! Thus hell began ; the fire of coDsdouB ta^ 
I Mo years can queocb, no length of lime assuaga 
Haierial fire, with its ioiensest Ilaine, 
Compar'd with this, can scarce deserve s name • 
'How should it up to immalerials rise ! 
iWhen we 're all flame, ve shall all QfC desfHse. 
i This fire autnijfeaus, and its heat inlenae, 
(Turns all the pamof loss to pain of sense, 
iThe folding SamcE ccncave and inward loU, 
!t upon spirit, and pcnelrale the suol i 
)t toru of devils uan its new pow'rs repel, 
^ t bunts it finds or makes a hell : 

>r Satan, flaming with anquencbed desire, 
nms tats own bdl, and kindles his own fire : 
k Vanquish'd, not humtded, not in will bronghE lov t 
\But, as his pow'rs dedine, his passions grow : 
The tnaJice, viper-like, taltea vent within. 
Gnaws its awn bowels, and bursts in its own sia : 
ImpB.iieQt of the change, he scorns to bow : 
And never itnj»tent in power till now ; 
Ardent with hate, and with revenge distract 
A will to new allempis, but none to net j 
Yet all seraphic, anil in jnsi degree, 
-^Stlited to spirits' high sense of misery. 
Derived Irom loss which nothing can repair, 
And room for nothing left but mere despair. 
Here's finish'd Hell! what fiercer fire can buruf 
Enough lea thousand worlds to overturn. 
— — Bell's but the phrensy of defeated pride, 
Seraphic treason's strong impetuous tide, 
Where vile ambition disappointed first. 
To its own rage, and boundless hatrecL cnraed ; 
"the hate 's fanu'd up to fury, that to mate | 

I For fire and fury ere in kind the same ; 
These bum unquenchable in ev'ry face. 
And the word enhlkss constitutes the place. 
stale of being ! where being's the only grie^ ■ 
' And thecbieftonure'sto bedamn'd tolife! 
O life ! the only thing they have to hate ; 
The fiaisb'il torment of a future state ; 
Complete in all the parts of endless misery. 
And worse ten thousand limes than not lo as '. 
Could but tbe dama'd th' immortal law repeal, 
*nil devils die, there 'd be an end of Hell ; 
Could they that ihing called being annihihile. 
There 'd be no sorrows in a future stale ; 
The wretch whose crimes had shut him ont on high, 
Could be reveag'd on God himself, and die : 
Job's wife was in the right, and always we 
Might end by death all human misery ; 
Might have it in oor choice, to be or not to^. 

3* 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

J the name of the Devil, Ais original, and ike n 
r of his ciicumstances since he has been called by thai 
r name. 

The scripture is the first writing on earth where t 
find the Devil called by his own proper distinguishing! 
denomination, Devil, or the Destroyer;* nor indeed i 
there any other author of antiquity, or of sufficiei 
authority, which says anything of that kind aboi 
him. 

Here he makes his first appearance in the worl^ 
and on that occasion he is called the Serpent; but iin 
Serpent, however since made to signify the Devil, whe| 
spoken of in general terms, was but the Devil's repi^ 
sentative, or the Devil in quovis vehicuh, for that tim4 
clothed in a bodily shape, acting under cover, and ii, 
disguise, or, if you will, the Devi! in masquerade : na* 
if we believe Mr. Milton, the angel Gabriel's speu 
had such a secret powerful influence, as to make hJ M 
strip of a sudden, and with a touch to unmask, anAl 
stand upright in his naked original shape, mere Devil, 
without any disguises whatsoever. 

Now as we go to the scripture for much of his his- 
tory, so we must go there also for some of his names ; 
and he has a great variety of names indeed, as his 
several mischievous doings guide us to conceive of 
him. The truth is, ail the ancient names given him, 
of which the scripture is full, seem to be originals 
derived from, and adapted to, the several steps he has 
taken, and the several shapes he has appeared in, to 
do mischief in the world. 



Here he is called the Serpent, Gen. iii. 1. 
The Old Serpent, Rev. xii. 9. 
The Great Red Dragon, Rev. xii. 3. 

Qeaning of (he word Devil is desiroyer. See Fool 



J 



I 






THE HISTORY OF THE DEVIL. 

The Accuser of the Brethren, Rev. xii. 10. 

The Enemy, Matt. xiii. 39. 

Salan, Job i., Zech. iii. 1, 2. 

Beliai, 2 Cor. vi. 15. 

Beelzelmb, Matt. xii. 24. 

Mammon, Matt. vi. 24. 

The Angel of Lig/U, 2 Cor. xi. 14. 

The Angel of the Bottomless Pit, Rev. ix. 11. 

The Prince of the Power of the Air, Eph. ii. 2 

Lucifer, Isa. xiv. 12. 

Abaddon or ApoUyon, Rev, ix. 11. 

Legion, Mark v. 9. 

The God of this World, 2 Cor. iv. 4. 

The Foul Spiril, Mark ix. 25. 

The Unclean SpirU, Mark i. 27. 

The Lying SpirU, 2 Chron. xxx. 

The Tempter, Matt. iv. 3. 

The Son of the Morning, Isa. xiv. 12. 



It to Slim them all up in one, he is called in the Nb4 
;taraent plain Devil; all hia other names are vartef 
icording to the custom of speech, and the dialects of ' 
the several nations where he is spoken of: but in a 
word. Devil is the common name of the Devil in all 
the known languages of the earth. Nay, all the mis- 
chiefs he is empowered to do, are in scripture placed to 
his account, under the particular title of the Devil, not 
of Devils in the plural number, though they are some- 
■■-les mentioned too ; but in the singular it is the iden- 
.1 individual Devil, in and under whom all the httie 
ivils, and all the great Devils, if such there be, are 
jposed to act; nay, they are supposed to be gov- 
led and directed by him. Thus we are told in scrip- 
I of the works of the Devil, 1 John iii. 8 ; of cast- 
out the Devil, Mark i. 34; of resisting the Devil, 
~ ; of our Saviour being tempted of the 
ivil, Matt. iv. 1 ; of Simon Magus, a child of the 
ivil, Acts xiii. 10; the Devil came down in great 
alh, Rev. xii. 12; and the like. According to this 
iage in speech we go on to this day, and all the infer- 
nal things we converse with in the world, are fathered 
upon the Devil, as one undivided simple essence, by 
faow many agents soever working : «v«rything avil, 
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frighlfitl in appearance, wicked in its actings, horriblfl 
in ils manner, monstrous in its effects, is called tht 
Devil i in a word, Devil is a commoD name for i ' 
devils ; that is to say, for all evil spirits, all evil povJ 
ers, all evil works, and even all evil things: yet itu 
remarkable the Devil is no Old Testament word, aa«K 
we never find it used in all that part of the Bible bm^ 
four times, and then not once in the singular number,! 
and not once to signify Satan as it is now understood. ■ 

It is true the learned give a great many differingl 
interpretations of the word Devil; the English com^l 
tnentators tell us, it means a destroyer, others that ita 
signifies a deceiver, and the Greeks derive it from-J 
a calumniator, or false witness ; for we find tha(^ 
Calumny was a goddess, to whom the Atlienians buiU? 
altars, and offered sacrifices, upon some solemn occEt-l 
sions; and they call her ^'o^oi^, from whence camftT 
the masculine ^li^olog, which we translate Devil, 1 

Thus we take the name of Devil to signify not per^B 
sons only, hut actions and habits ; making imaginary! 
devils, and transforming that substantial creatUEM 
called Devil into everything noxious and offensivet^ 
thus, St. Francis being tempted by the Devil in ih^^ 
shape of a bag of money lying in the highway, thi 
Saint having discovered the fraud, whether seeing hii. 
cloven-foot hang out of the purse, or whether he dis- 
tinguished him by his smeli of sulphur, or how other- 
wise, authors are not agreed; but I say, the Saint, 
having discovered the cheat, and outwitted the Devilj 
took occasion to preach that eminent sermon to ' ' ' 
disciples, where his text was, Money is the Devil. 

Nor, upon the whole, is any wrong done to tly 
Devil by this kind of treatment ; it only gives him t" 
sovereignty of the whole army of hell ; and, i 
all the numberless legions of the bottomless pit e 
vants, or, as the scripture calls them, angels, to Sat: 
the grand devil, all their actions, performances an^i 
achievements, are justly attributed to him, not as t' 
prince of devils only, but the emperor of devils ; 
prince of all the princes of devils. 

Under this denomination, then, of Devil, all 
powers of hell, all the princes of the air, all the b 
armies of Sataii, are comprehended ; and in sufih n 
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II they are to be understood in this whole w( 
tiatis mutandis, according to the several circui 
Lnces of which we are to speak of them. 
This being premised, and my authority being 
od, Satan must not take it ill, if I treat him after I 
innerof men, and give him those titles which he 
at known by among us ; for indeed, having so manj 
is not very easy to call him out of his name. 
However, as I am obliged by the duty of 
liau to decency as well as impartiality, ao 1 thuui 
necessary, before I used too much freedom wi 
tan, to produce authentic documents, and bring 
tiquity upon the stage, to justiTy the manner of 
writing, and let you see 1 shall describe him in 
colors, nor call him by any name, but what he has " 
known by for many ages before me. 

And now, though, writing to the common under- 
standing of my readers, 1 am obliged to treat Salan 
very coarsely, and to speak of him in the common 
acceptation, calling him plain Devil, a word which 
this mannerly age is not so sonorous as others mi) 
be, and which by the error of the times is apt to prej 
dice us against his person ; yet it must be ackno' 
edged he has a great many other names and surnai 
which he might be knowu by, of a less obnoxious 
port than that of Devil or Destroyer, iStc. 

Mr. Milton, indeed, wanting titles of honor to give 
the leaders of Satan's host, is obliged to borrow several 
of his scripture names, and bestow them upon his infer- 
nal heroes, whom he makes the generals and leaders 
of the armies of hell ; and so he makes Beelzebub, 
Lucifer, Belial, Mammon, and some others, to be the 
names of particular devils, members of Satan's upper 
'louse, or Pandemonium ; whereas indeed, these 
tames proper and peculiar to Satan himself. 
' The scripture also has some names of a i 
Hdd, by which the Devil is understood, as particularl 
frhich is noted already, in the Apocalypse he is call 
(he Great Red Dragon, the Beast, the Old Serpent, and 
the like. But take it in the scripture, or where you 
will jn history sacred or profane, yoti will find that in 
general the Devil is, as 1 have said above, bis ordinary 
Dame in all languages, and in all nations ; the name 
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by which he and his works are principally distia 
guished : also ilie scripUire, besides that it ofien givaj 
him this name, speaks of ihe works of the Devil, of "1 
the sublilty of the Devil, of casting out Devils, of^ 
being teoipted of the Devil, of being possessed wilh | 
Devii ; and so many other expressions of thai kind, ] 
1 have said already, are made use of for us to undei 
stand the evil spirit by, that, in a word, Devil is ihvfl 
common name of all wicked spirits : for Satan is a~ 
more the Devil, as if he alone was so, and all the rea 
were a diminutive species who did not go by thai 
name; but, I say, even in scripture, every spiri^jB 
whether under his dominion, or out of his dominion, wfl 
called the Devil, and is as much a real devil, that is b 
say, a condemned spirit, and employed in the sam 
wicked work, as Satan himself. 

His name then being thus ascertained, and him 
existence acknowledged, it should be a little inquired^H 
what he is. We believe there is such a thing, such w 
creature, as the Devil ; and that he has been, an^ 
may still with propriety of speech, and without injiix 
tice to his character, be called by his ancient name, 
Devil. 

But who is he 1 What is his original ? Whence came 
he? And what is his present station and condition! 
For these things, and these inquiries, are very neces- 
sary to his history; nor indeed can any part of his 
history be complete without them. 

That he is of an ancient and noble original must be 
acknowledged; for he is heaven-born and of ang 
race, as has been touched already: if scripture i 
dence may be of any weight in the question, there is 
no room to doubt the genealogy of the Devil ; he is nq^M 
only spoken of as an angel, but as a fallen angel, on* 
that had been in heaven, had beheld the face of Goi* 
in his full effulgence of glory, and had surrounded I 
throne of the Most High ; from whence, commencin 
rebel, and being expelled, he was cast down, dowi 
down, God and the Devil himself only know wherojl 
for indeed we cannot say that any man or 
knows it ; and wherever it is, he has ever since maa'f 
creation been a plague to him, been a tempter, 
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ider, a calumniator, an enemy, and the object of 

.n's horror and aversion. 

As his original is heaven-born, and his race ai 
80 the angelic natare is evidently placed in i 
guperior to the hnman ; and this the scriptnre : 
"^"iress in also, when, speaking of man, it says, 
le him a little lower than (lie angels, 
'hus-the Devil, as mean thoughls as yon may haw 
him, is of a belter family than any of yon, nay^ 
than the best gentleman of you all ; what he may b' 
fallen to, is one thing, but what he is fallen from, I 
another. 

Nor is the scripture more arrireip to us in the seareld 
after the Devil's original, than it is in our search afteV 
his nature. It is true, authors are not agreed about hid 
age, what time he was created, how many years I' 
enjoyed his stale of blessedness before he fell ; or li 
many years he continued with his whole army ii 
state of darkness, and before the creation of maaj 
It is supposed il might be a considerable space; 
that it was a part of his punishment too, being ai! tla 
while unactive, unemployed, having no business, nolbi 
ing to do but gnawing his own bowels, and rolling idp^ 
agony of his own self-reproaches, being an hell 

ihimself in reflecting on the glorious stale from 
as fallen. 

How long he remained thus, it is tnie, we have no 
light into ftom history, and but little from tradition : 
Rabbi Judah says, the Jews were of the opinion, that 
he remained twenty thousand years in that condition; 
and that the world shall continue twenty ihousatu 
more, in which he shall find work enough to satisfy 
his mischievous desires ; but he shows no authority fos 

I opinion, 
ideed, let the Devil have been as idle as they ihinfe 
Was before, it must be acknowledged, that i 
le most busy, vigilant and diligent of all God'* 
tures, and very mil of employment too, such as ■ 
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Scripture, indeed, gives us light into the enmity 
fce re is between the two natures, the diabolical and 
I human; the reason of it, and how and by what 
1 the power of the Devil is restrained by the ^ 




Messias ; and to those who are willing to trust to ^ 
pel light, and believe what the scripture says of lh( 
Devil, there may much of his history be discovered^! 
and therefore those that list may go there for a futli 
account of the matter. 

But to reserve all scripture evidence of these thi 
as a magazine in store for the use of those with whoi 
scripture testimony is of force, I must, for the presenl 
turn to other inquiries, being now directing my stoi 
to an age, wherein to be driven to revelation 
scripture assertions is esteemed giving up the dispute] 
, people now-a-days must have demonstration ; and, ' 
a word, nothing will satisfy the age, but such evideni 
as perhaps the nature of the question will not admit. 

It is hard, indeed, to bring demonstrations in such 
case as this : No man Has seen God at any time, sayi 
the scripture, (I John iv. 12.) So the Devil, being i 
spirit incorporeal, an angel of light, and consequentli 
not visible in his own substance, nature and form. 
may in some sense be said, no man hath seen the 'De^ 
at any time; all those pretences of phrensiful and ff 
ciful people, who tell us, they have seen the Devil, 
shall examine, and perhaps expose by themselves. 

It might take up a great deal of our time here, 
inquire whether the Devil has any particular shape, 
personality of substance, which can be visible to ui 
felt, heard, or understood, and which he cannot alter; 
and then, what shapes or appearances the Devil hi 
at any time taken upon him; and whether he cai 
really appear in a body which might be handled am 
seen, and yet so as to know it to have been the Devi] 
at the time of his appearing ; but this also I defer, 
not of weight in the present inquiry. 

We have divers accounts of witches conversing with 
the Devil ; the Devil in a real body, with all the 
appearance of a body of a man or woman appearing 
to them ; also of having a familiar, as they call it, 
incubus or little devil, which sucks their bodies, ru 
away with them into the air, and the like : much 
this is said, but much more than it is easy to prove 
and we ought to give but a just proportion of credit " 
those things. 

As to his borrowed shapes, and his subtle transfoi 
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ings, that \rd have such open testimony of, that there 
is no room for any question about it ; and when I c 
to that part, I shall be obliged rather to give an his^ 
tory of the fad, than enter into any dissertation ujratL 
the nature and reason of it. 

I do not find in any author whom we can call cred-^ 
itabie, that even in those countries where the dominioii' 
of Satan is more particularly established, and wherv^a 
they may be said to worship him in a more particular^ 
manner, as a Devil ; which some tell us the Indiaiu(>B 
in America did, who worshipped the Devil, that ha'l 
might not hurl them; yet, I say, I do not find, thaF J 
even there the Devil appeared to thera in any particu-^ J 
lar constant shape or personality peculiar to himself. 1 

Scripture and history, therefore, giving us no lightTJ 
into that part of the question, I conclude, and lay i(T 
down, not as my opinion only, but as what all agei" 
seem to concur in, that the Devil has no particulai 
body; that he is a spirit; and that though he may^.-fi 
Proteus like, assume the appearance of either man or ■ 
beast, yet it must be some borrowed shape, somaT 
assumed figure; and that he has no visible body otm 
his own. I 

I thought it needful to discuss this as a preliminary,.! 
and that the next discourse might go upon a certainty I 
in this grand point; namely, that the Devil, however 
he may for his particular occasions put himself into a 
great many shapes, and clothe himself, perhaps, with 
what appearances he pleases, yet that he is himself 
still a mere spirit, that he retains the seraphic nature,',! 
is not visible by our eyes, which are human and 1 
organic, neither can he act with the ordinary powers, 
ot in the ordinary manner, as bodies do ; and there-' j 
fore, when he has thought fit to descend to the mean- 1 
nesses of disturbing and frightening children and old J 
women, by noises and knockings, dislocating thafl 
chairs and stools, breaking windows, and such like 1 
little ambulatory things, which would seem to baj 
below the dignity of his character, and which, in par- j 
ticular, are ordinarily performed by organic powers j% 
yet even then he has thought fit not to be seen, andg 
rather to make the poor people believe he had a real 

'''* and body, with hands to act, niouth to speatCf"! 
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and the like, than to give proof of it in common to tl 
whole world, by showing himself, and acting visiW] 
and openly, as a body iisnally and ordinarily does. 

Nor is it any disadvantage to the Devil, that hi 
seraphic nature is not confined or imprisoned in a bodyi 
or shape, suppose that shape to be what monstroua 
thing we would ; for this would, indeed, confine hi ' 
actings within the narrow sphere of the organ or bod' 
to which he was limited ; and ihongh you were ' 
suppose tfie body to have wings for a velocity 
motion equal to spirit, yet if it had not a power of 
visibility too, and a capacity of conveying itself, undi! 
covered, into all the secret recesses of mankind, ani 
the same secret art or capacity of insinuation, suggi 
tion, accusation, &c. by which his wicked designs 
now propagated, and all his other devices assisted, 
which he deludes and betrays mankind ; I say, 
would be no more a Devil, that is, a destroyer, 
more a deceiver, and no more a Satan, that is, a di 
gerous arch-enemy to the souls of men ; nor would 11 
be any difficulty to mankind to shun and avoid hii 
as I shall make plain in the other part of his history. 

Had the Devil from the beginning been embodii 
as he could not have been invisible to us, whose soi 
eqnally seraphic are only prescribed by being embodii 
and encased in fiesli and blood as we are ; so he woul< 
have been no more a Devil to any body but himself 
the imprisonment in a body, had the powers of thi 
body been all that we can conceive to make him " 
midable to us, would yet have been an hell to him 
consider him as a conquered, exasperated rebel, retail 
ing all that fury, and swelling ambition, that hati 
of God, and envy at liis creatures, which dwells no' 
in his enraged spirit as a Devil ; yet suppose him 
have been condemned to organic powers, confined 
corporeal motion, and restrained, as a body must 
supposed to restrain a spirit ; it mnat, at the same tii 
suppose him to be effectually disabled from all ti 
methods he is now allowed to make use of, for eietl 
ing his rage and enmity against God, any farther thao:' 
as he might suppose it to afi'ect his Maker at second- 
hand, by wounding his glory through the sides of hift 
weakest creature, man. 
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^^^ftlHe must, certainly, be thus cotifiaed, because In 
^^^^wi only act upon bod^, not upon spirit ; no specl 
^^^^King empowered to act out of tbe compass of its O' 
^^^^■here: he might have been empowered, indeed, 
^^^^Hve scted terrible and even destniciive things u| 
^^^Bankind, especially if this body had any powers givi 
^^l^which mankind had not, by which man woufd 
overmatched, and not be in a condition of 5eif-der<>n4 
for example, suppose him to have had wings to hai 
flown in the air; or to be invulnerable; and that I 
human invention, art or engine, could hurt, cnsnar^' 
captivate or restrain him. 

But this is lo suppose the righleous and wise Creator 
to have made a creature, and not be able to defend 
and preserve him ; or lo have left him defenceless to 
the mercy of another of his own creatures, whom he 
had given power to destroy him : this indeed might 
have occasioned a general idolatry, and made man- 
kind, as the American Indians do to this day, worship 
the Devil, that he might not hurt them ; but it could 
not have prevented the destruction of mankind, sup- 
meing the Devil to have had malice equal to his power; 
■id he must put on a new nature, be compassionate, 
^nerons, bene6cent, and steadily good, in sparing the 
BTal enemy he was able to destroy, or he must have 
nbined mankind: in short, he must have ceased to 
iave been a Devil, and must have reassumed his 
Itiginal, angelic, heavenly nature ; been filled with 
« principles of love to, and delight in, the works of 
8 creator, and bent to propagate his glory and inler- 
t; or he must have put an end to the race of man, 
^om it would be in his power to destroy, and oblige 
Es Maker to create a new species, or fortify the old 
Wth some kind of defence, which must be invulner- 
jble, and which his fiery darts could not penetrate. 
I On this occasion, suffer me to make an excursion 
(Om the usual style of this work, and with some 
pletnnity to express my thoughts thus : 
f" How glorious is the wisdom and goodness of the 
great Creator of the world ! in thus restraining these 
seraphic outcasts from the power of assuming human 
or organic bodies! which could they do, invigorating 
**"""! with the supernatural powers, which, as Berar**" 
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and angels, they now possess, and might exeit, they 
would be able even to fright manklod from the face of 
the earth, and to dcEtroy and confound God's creation ; 
nay, even as they are, were not their power limited, 
they might destroy the creation itself, reverse and over- 
turn natnre, and put the world into a general eonfla- 
gralion : but were those immortal spirits embodied, 
though they were not permitted to confound natu 
they would be able to harass poor, weak and defem 
less man out of his wits, and render him perfectly us 
less, either to his Maker or himself. 

But the dragon is chained, the Devil's power is I: 
iled ; he has, indeed, a vastly extended empire, being 
prince of the air, having, at least, the whole atmos- 
phere to range in ; and how far that atmosphere is ex- 
tended, is not yet ascertained by the nicest observa- 
tions ; I aay at least, because we do not yet know how 
far ho may be allowed to make excursions beyond the 
atmosphere of this globe into the planetary worlds, and 
what power he may exercise in all the habitable parts 
of the solar system ; nay, of all the other solar systems, 
which, for aught we know, may exist in the mighty 
extent of created space, and of which you may hear 
farther in its order. 

But let his power be what it will there, we are sure 
it is limited here, and that in two particulars ; first, he 
is limited, as above, from assuming body, or bodily 
shapes, with substance; and secondly, from exerting 
seraphic powers, and acting with that supernatural 
force, which, as an angel, he was certainly vested wil" 
before the fall, and which we are not certain is y( 
taken from him; or, at most, we do not know hoi 
much it may or may not be diminished by his degei 
eracy, and by the blow given him at his expulsion 
this we are certain, that be his power greater or le^ 
he is restrained from the exercise of it in this world^ 
and he, who was once equal to the ange! who killi 
180,001) men in one night, is not able now, without 
new commission, to take away the life of one Job, 
touch anything he had. 

But let us consider him then limited and restrained 
as he is, yet he remains a mighty, a terrible, an im- 
mortal being ; infinitely superior to man, as well 
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dimity of liis tialiire, as in ihe dreadful powers ha 
reiains still about him. It is true the brain-sick heads 
of our enthusiastics paint him blacker than he is; and, 
as I have said, wickedly represent him ciolhed Witt 
terrors that do not really belong to him ; as if the po\r«i 
of good and evil was wholly vested in him, and thsf 
he was placed in the throne of his Maker, to dislribit) 
both pimishmenta and rewards : in this they are mudL 
■wrong, terrifying and deluding fancifnl people abou) 
him, till they turn their heads, and fright them into " 
belief that the Devil will let them alone, if they i3 
SQch and such good things ; or carry them away wiA 
him they know not whither, if they do not ; as if tU 
Devil, whose proper business is mischief, seducing an 
deluding mankind, and drawing them in to be reboT 
like himself, should threaten to seize upon them, cait 
them away, and, in a word, fall upon them to hoj 
them, if they did evil ; and, on the contrary, be faroH 
able and civil to them, if [hey did well. 

Thus a poor deluded country fellow in our towB, 
that had lived a wicked, abominable, debauched life 
was frightened with an apparition, as he called it, i 
the Devil : he fancied that he spoke to him, and, telU 
ing his tale to a good, honest Christian gentleman, fall 
neighbor, that had a little more sense than himself; tha] 
gentleman asked him if He was sure he really saw the 
Devil % " Yes, yes, sir," says he, " I saw him very 
plain." And so they began the following discourse : 

Gentleman. See him ! see the Devil ! art thou siu 
of it, Thomas 1 

Thomas. Yes, yes, I am sure enough of it, master^ 
to be sure it was the Devil. 

Gent. And how do you know it was the Devi 
Thomas % Had you ever seen the Devil before 1 

Tko. No, no, I had never seen him before, to bol 
sure; but, for all that, I know it was the Devil. 

Gent. Well, if you are sure, Thomas, there ia no con- | 
tradicting you ; pray what clothes had he o 

Tho. Nay, sir, don't jest with me ; he had no-* 
clothes on ; he was clothed with fire and brimstone, 

Qetii. Was it dark or day-light when you saw 
himi 

Tko. O ! it was very dark, for it was midnight. 
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Gent. How could you see him then 7 did you e 
by the light of the fire yon speak oil 

Tho. Wo, no, he gave no light himself; but 1 
him, for all that. 

Gent. But was it within doors, or out in the street}! 

Tho. It was within, — it was in ray own charaberj^ 
when I was just going into bed, that I saw him. 

Geiil. Weil then, you had a candle, hadn't you ? 

Tho. Yes, I had a candle ; but it burnt as blue ! 
as dim ! 

Gent. Well, but if the Devil was clothed with firs 
and brimstone, he must give you some light; then^ 
can't be such a fire as you speak of, but it must girt 
a light with it. 

Tho. No, no, he gave no light, but I smelt his fi 
and brimstone ; he left a smell of it behind him, when 
he was gone. 

Gent. Well, so you say he had fire, but gave nm 
light ; it was a devilish fire indeed ; did it feel warmil 
was the ro»m hot while he was in it 1 

Tho. No, no, but I was hot enough without it, fcf 
it put me into a great sweat with the fright. 

Gent. Very well, he was alt in fire, you say, bill 
without light or heat; only, it seems, he stunk of brir , 
stone; pray what shapes was he inl what was hfl| 
like 1 for you say you saw him. 

Tho. O ! sir, I saw two great staring saucer eye^fl 
enough to fright any body out of their wits. 

Gent. And was that all you saw 1 

Tho. No, I saw his cloven-foot very plain, it w 
big as one of our bullocks that goes to plough. 

Getil. So you saw none of his body, but his eya 
and his feet 1 a fine vision indeed ! 

Tho. Sir, that was enough to send me going. 

Gent. Going ! what, did you nm away from him ? 

Tho. No, but I fled into bed at one jump, and suni^ 
down, and pulled the bed-clothes quite over me. 

Gent. And what did you do that for 1 , , 

Tho. To hide myself from such a frightful creatnH 

Gent, Why, if it had really been the Devil, do yoj 
think the bed-clothes would have secured you fiM 
aimf 
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Tko. Nay, I don't know ; but in a fright it was a 
i could do. 

Gent. Nay, it was as wise as all the rest ; but come, J 
Thomas, to be a liltle serious, pray did he speak t 
you ? 

Tho. Yes, yes, I heard a voice ; but who it was ll 
Lord knows. 

Gent. What kind of voice was it 1 was it like i 
man's voice ? 

Tho. No, it was a hoarse, ugly noise, like Ih&l 
loaking of a frog ; and it called me by my name,l 

Fice, " Thomas Dawson, Thomas Dawson,'' 

|Gen/. Well, did you answer 1 

Tho. No, not I, i could not have spoke a word for-a 

y life ; why, I was frightened to death. 

Gent. Did it say anything else ? 

Tho. Yes, when it saw that I did not speak, it semI 
" Thomas Dawson, Thomas Dawson, yott are t 
wicked wretch ; you committed a great sin last nlghljl 
if you don't repent, I will take you away alive, an« 
carry you to hell, and you shall be puuished, yotti 
wretch." ^ 

Gent. And was it true, Thomas ? did you commit »1 
crime the night before ? \ 

Tho. Indeed, master, why, yes, it was true ; but I" 

very sorry afterwards, 
-en/. But how should the Devil know it, Thomas? 

Tho. Nay, he knows it to be sure; why, they say 
knows everything. 

Gent. Well, but why should he be angry at that ? 
he would rather bid you do greater crimes, and en- 
courage you. This can't be the Devil, Thomas. 

TVio. Yes, yes, sir, it was the Devil, to be sure. 

Gent. But he bid you repent loo, you say 1 

Tho, Yes, he Ihrealened me if I did not. 

Qeni. Why, Thomas, do you think the Devil woulcl 
have you repent? 

Tko. Why no, that 's true, too ; I don't know whal 
to say to that ; but what could it be? It was the^ 
Devil, to be sure, it could be nobody else. 

Gent. No, no, it was neither the Devil, Thomas, \ 
nor any body else, but your own frightened imagina- I 
ftm j you had committed a great ein, and being r 
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jyoting sinner of that kind, your conscience terrified 
you, lold you the Devil would felch you away, and 
you would be damned; and you were so persuaded it 
! -would be so, that you at last imagined he was come 
i for you indeed; that you saw him and heard him; 
1 -whereas, you may depend upon it, if you commit sin 
every night, the Devil will hold the candle, or do any- 
thing to forward it, but will never disturb you ; he is 
too much a friend to your wickedness ; it could never 
t te the Devil, Thomas; it was only your own guilt 
I frightened yon, and that was Devil enough too; if you 
\ knew the worst of it, you need no other enemy, 

T'Ao. Why that 's true, master ; one would think the 
Devil should not bid me repent, that 's true ; but cer- 
tainly it was the Devil for all thai. 

Now Thomas was not the only man that, having 

committed a flagitious crime, had been deluded by his 

own imagination, and the power of fancy, to think the 

Devil was come for him ; whereas the Devil, to give 

him his due, is too honest to pretend to such things ; 

it is his business to persuade men to offend, not to 

repent ; and he professes no other : he may press men 

to this or that action, by teiiing them it is no sin, no 

offence, no breach of God's law, and the like, when 

I really it is both ; but to press them to repent, when 

I they have offended, that is quite out of his way ; it is 

L none of his business, nor does he pretend to it: there- 

' fore, let no man charge the Devil with what he is not 

concerned in. 

But to return lo his person; he is, as I have said, 
notwithstanding his lost glory, a mighty, a terrible, 
and an immortal spirit; he is himself called a prince, 
■ — the prince of the power of the air; the prince of 
darkness, the prince of devils, and the like ; and his 
attending spirits are called his angels : so that, how- 
^■ever Satan has lost the glory and rectitude of his 
aature, by his apostate stale, yet he retains a greatness 
find magnificence, which places him above our rank, 
I'and indeed above our conception ; for we know not 
what he is, any more than we know what the blessed 
angels are; of whom we can say no more than that 
they are ministering spirits, iic., as the scripture has 
described them. ' 
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Two things, however, may give us some insight 
into the nature of the DeviJ, iu the present slate lie is 
in ; and these we have a clear discovery of in the 
whole series of his conduct from the beginning. 

1. That he is the vanquished, but implacable, 
enemy of God his Creator, who has conquered hii 
and expelled him from the habitations of bli 
which account he is filled with envy, rage, maliceu 
and all uncharitableness ; would dethrone God, and 
overturn the thrones of heaven, if it were in hil 
power. 

3. That he is man's irreconcilable enemy ; not as hs 
is a man, nor on his own account simply, nor for any 
advantage he (the Devil) can make by the ruin am* 
destruction of man ; but in mere envy al the felicil 
he is supposed to enjoy as Satan's rival ; and as he 
appointed to succeed Satan, and his angels, in t] 
possession of those glories from which they are fall< 

And here I must take upon me to say, Mr. Miltt 
makes a wrong judgment of the reason of Satan' 
resolution to disturb the felicity of man. He tells us 
was merely to affront God, his Maker, rob him of 
glory designed in his new work of creation, and to] 
disappoint him in his main design, namely, the 
ating a new species of creatures in a perfect rectitudi 
of soul, and after his own image, from whom he might' 
expect a new fund of glory should be raised, and who 
was to appear as the triumph of the Messiah's victory 
over the Devil. In all which Satan could not be fool 
enough not to know that he should be disappointed by 
the same power which had so eminently counteracted 
his rage before. 

But, I believe, the Devil went upon a much more, 
probable design; and though he may be said to aot| 
upon a meaner principle than that of pointing his rago 
at the personal glory of his Creator, yet I own, that in 
my opinion, it was by much the more rational under- 
taking, and more likely to succeed ; and that was, that 
whereas he perceived this new species of creatures 
had a sublime as well as a human part, and were made 
capable of possessing the mansions of eternal bealilude, 
from whence he (Satan) and his angels were expelled, 
jtad irretrievably banished ; envy at such a rival 
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ived him by all possible artifice, for he saw him 
arived of capacity to do it by force, to render him 
iworthy like himself; thatj bringing him to fall into 
ibeljion and disobedience, he might sec his rival 
damaed with hira; and those who were intended to 
fill up the empty spaces in heaven, made so by the 
absence of so many millions of fallen angels, be cast 
out into the same darkness with them. 

How he came to know, that this new species 
creatures were liable to such imperfection, is best > 
plained by the Devil's prying, vigilant dispositioii, 
judging or leading him to judge by himself, (for he 
was aa near being infallible as any of God's creatures 
had been;) and then iaclining him to try whether it 
was so or no. 

Modern naturalists, especially some who have not 
80 large a charity for the fair sex as I have, tell us, 
that as soon as ever Satan saw the woman, and looked 
in her face, he saw evidently, that she was the best 
formed creature to make a too! of, and the best to 
make an hypocrite of, that could be made, and there- 
fore the most fitted for his purpose. 

1. He saw by some thwart Imes in her face, (legible, 
perhaps, to himself oniy,) that there was a throne 
ready prepared for the sin of pride to sit in slate upon, 
especially if it took an early possession. Eve, you 
may suppose, was a perfect beauty, if ever such a 
thing may he supposed in the human frame ; her 
figure being so extraordinary, was the gronnd-work 
of his project; there needed no more than to bring her 
to be vain of it, and to conceit that it either was so, or 
was infinitely more sublime and beautiful than it 
really was; and having thus tickled her vanity, to 

E reduce pride gradually, till at last he might persuade 
er, that she was really angelic, or of heavenly race, 
and wanted nothing but to eat the forbidden fruit, ant 
that would make her something more excellent stilL ' 
3. Looking farther into her frame, and with a neai'' 
view to her imperfections, he saw room to conclut 
that she was of a constitution easy to be seduced, ani 
especially by flattering her; raising a commotion in 
her soul, and a disturbance among her passions; and 
accordingly he set himself to work, to disturb he% 
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rapOM, sod put dreams of great ihiags into lier head] 
together with something of a nametess kind, which 
(however some have beea i!i-natiired enough to sug- 
it) 1 shall not iojiire the Devil so much as to 
without better evidence. 

But, besides this, he found, upon the very fii 
vey of her outside, something so very cliarmuig 
ter mien and beliavior, so engaging as well as agrc 
able in the whote texture of her person, and witt 
sucli a sprightly wit, such a vivacity of parls, such 
fluency of tongue, and, above ail, such a winninj 
prevaihng whine in her smiles, or at least in her teal 
that be made no doubt if he could but once delui 
her, she would easily be brought to delude Adam, wl 
he found set not only a great value upon her person, 
but was perfectly captivated by her charms ; in a 
word, he saw plainly, that if he could but ruin her, he 
should easily make a devil of her to ruin her husband, 
and draw Iiim into any gulf of mischief, were it ever 
so black and dreadful, that she should first fall into 
herself. How far some may be wicked enough, from 
hence, to suggest of the fair sex, that they have bi 
devils to their husbands ever since, I cannot say 
hope they will not be so unmerciful to discover Irui 
of such fatal consequence, though they should coi 
to their knowledge. 

Thus subtle and penetrating has Satan been from 
the beginning ; and who can wonder, that upon these 
discoveries made into the woman's inside, he went 
immediately to work with her, rather than with 
Adam ? Not but that ooe would think, if Adam was , 
fool enough to be deluded by his wife, the Devil, 
might have seen so much of it in his counlenance, a 
to have encouraged him to make his attack directi] 
upon bim, and not go round about, beating the busb 
and plowing with the heifer'? selling upon iho womai 

~t, and then setting her upon her husband, wl 
;ht as easily have been imposed upon as she 7 
>lher commentators upon this criticiil text suggj 

■^s, Ihat Eve was not so pleased with the hopes i 
being made a goddess, that the pride of a soraphi 
knowledge did not so much work upon her imaginatii 
to bring her to consent, as a certain secret noli 
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infused into her head by the same wicked instrumentj 
that she should be wiser than Adam, and should, by 
the superiority of her understanding, necessarily have 
the government over him ; which, at present, she was 
sensible she had not, he being master of a particular 
air of gravity and majesty, as well as of slreugth, 
infinitely superior to her. 

(This is an ill-natured suggestion ; but it must be 
confessed the impatient desire of government, which 
(since that) appears in the general behavior of the sex, 
and particularly of governing husbands, leaves too 
much room to legitimate the supposition. 

Theexpositors, who are of this opinion, add to it, that 
this being her original crime, or the particular tempta- 
tion to that crime ; Heaven thought fit to show his jus- 
lice, in making her more entire subjection to her hus- 
band be a part of the curse, that she might read her 
sin in the punishment ; namely, He shall rule over thee. 

I only give the general hint of these things, as they 
appear recorded in the annals of Satan's first tyranny, 
and at the beginning of his government in the world ; 
those that would be more particularly informed, may 
inquire of him, and know farther. 

I cannot, however, but observe here, with some re- 
gret, how it appears by the consequence, that the Devil 
was not mistalten when he made an early judgment of 
Mrs. Eve ; and how Satan really went the right way to 
work, to judge of her : it is certain the Devil had noth- 
ing to do but to look in her face, and upon a near 
steady view, he might easily see there an instrument 
for his turn ; nor has ho failed to make her a tool over 
since, by the very methods which he at first proposed ; 
to which, perhaps, he has made some additions in the 
corrupting her composition, as well as her understand- 
ing; qualifying her to be a complete snare to the poor 
weaker vessel, man; to wheedle him with her siren's 
voice, abuse him with her smiles, delude him with her 
crocodile tears, and sometimes cock her crown at him, 
and terrify him with the thunder of her treble ; making 
the effeminated male apple-eater tremble at the noise 
of thai very tongue which at first commanded him to 
sin. For it is yet a debate which the learned have 
not decided, whether she persuaded and intrealed bifl 
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or, like a Irue she-tyrant, exercised her authority, aad 
obliged him to eat the forbidden fruit. 

And therefore a certain author, whose namej for fear 
of the sex's resentment, I conceal, brings her in, call- 
ing to Adam at a great distance, in an imperious, 
haughty manner, beckoning to him willi her hand, 
thus : " Here," says she, " you cowardly, faint-hearted 
wretch, take this branch of heavenly fruit ; eat, and be 
a stupid fool no longer ; cat, and be wise ; eat, and be a 
god ; and know to your eternal shame, that your wife 
has been made an enlightened goddess before you." ' 

He tells you Adam hung back a little at first, and 
trembled, afraid to trespass: "What ails the sot 7" 
says the new termagant ; "what are yon afraid of? 
did God forbid you) yes, and why"! that we might not 
be knowing and wise like himself ! What reason can 
there be, that we, who have capacious souls, able to 
receive knowledge, should have it withheld? Take it, 
you fool, and eat ; don't you see how I am exalted iit| 
soul by it, and am quite another creature 7 take it, I 
say ; or, if you don't, I 'II go and cut down the tree, and 
you shall never eat any of it at all, and you shall be 
still a fool, and be governed by your wife for ever." 

Thus, if this interpretation of the thing be just, she 
scolded him into it ; rated him, and brought him to it 
by the terror of her voice ; a thing that has retained 
a dreadful influence over him ever since ; nor have the 
greatest of Adam's successors, how light soever some 
husbands make of it in this age, been ever able, since 
that, to conceal their terror at the very sound ; nay, if 
we may believe history, it prevailed even among the 
gods ; not all the noise of Vulcan's hammers could 
silence the clamors of that outrageous goddess ; nay, . 
even Jupiter himself led such a life with a termagant! 
wife, that once, Ihey say, Juno out-scolded the noisei 
of all his thunders, and was within an ace of brawling 
him out of heaven. But to return to the Devil. 

With these views he resolved, it seems, to attack the 
woman; and if you consider him as a devil, and what 
he aimed at, and consider the fair prospect he had of 
success, I must confess, I do not see who can blame him, 
or, at least, how anything less could be expected from 
but we shall meet with it agam by-and-by. 
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CHAPTEE V. 



1 



Of ike siailon Sa/an /lad in heaven before he feS ; the 
nature and oH;^inal of his crime ; and some of Mr. 
Milton's mistakes about it. 

Thus far I have gone upon general obserralion, in 
this great affair of Satan, and his empire in the world ; 
I now come to ray title, and shall enter upon the his- 
torical pari, as the main work before me. 

Besides what has been said poetically, relating to 
the fall and wandering condition of the Devil and hia 
host, which poelical part I offer only as an excursion, 
and desire it should be taken so; I shall give you 
what I think is deduced from good originals on the 
part of Satan's story, in a few words. 

He was one of the created angels, formed by the 
same omnipotent hand, and glorious power, who cre- 
ated the heavens and the earth, and all that is therein : 
this itmumerable heavenly host, as we have reason to 
believe, contained angels of higher and lower stations, 
of greater and of lesser degree, expressed in the scrip- 
ture by thrones, dominions and principalities : tiiis, I 
think, we have as much reason to believe, as we have, 
that there are stars in the firmament (or starry heav- 
ens) of greater and of lesser magnitude. 

What particular station among the immortal choir 
of angels, this arch-seraph, this prince of devils, called 
Satan, was placed in before bis expulsion, that, indeed, 
■we cannot come at the knowledge of; at least, not 
with such an authority as may be depended upon; 
but as, from scripture authority, he is placed al the 
head of all the apostate armies, after be was fallen, we 
cannot think it in the least assuming to say, that he 
might be supposed to be one of the principal agents in 
the rebellion which happened in heaven ; and conse- 
quently that he might be one of the highest in dignity 
there, before that rebellion. 

; The higher his station, the lower, and with the 
greater precipitation, was his overthrow ; and therefor* 
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those words, though taken in another sense, may veryl 
Weil be applied lo him : How art thou fallen, O Luo& I 
fer, son of the morning ! 

Having granted the dignity of his person, and thai 
high station in whicli he was placed among the heav-B 
enly host, it would come then necessarily to inquirftl 
into the nature of his fall, and, above all, a little tntOV 
the reason of it : certain it is, he did fall, was guilty of I 
rebellion and disobedience, the jnstetfect of pride; sina^l 
which, in that holy place, might well be called woo-f^ 
derful. 

But what to me is more wonderful, and which, I 
think, will he very iU-accounted for, is, how cama 
seeds of crime to rise in the angelic nature, created lu 
a state of perfect, unspotted holiness 1 How was it first 
found in a place where no unclean thing can enter 1 
How came ambition, pride, or envy, to generate therel 
Could there be offence where there was no crimed . 
Could untainted purity breed corruption? Could that J 
nature contaminate and infect, which was always! 
drinking in principles of perfection 7 

Happy it is to me, that writing the history, not solv- 
ing the difficulties, of Satan's affairs, is my province 
iu this work ; that I am to relate the fact, not give 
reasons for it, or assign causes; if it was otherwise, I 
should break off at this difficulty, for I acknowledge I 
do not see through it : neither do I think that the great 
Milton, afler all his fine images, and lofty excursions;, 
upon the subject, has left it one jot ctjarer than he 
found it. Some are of opinion, and among them the 

great Dr. B s, that crime broke in upon them at 

some interval, when they omitted hnt one moment fix- 
ing their eyes and thoughts on the glories of the divine 
face, to admire and adore which is the full employ- 
ment of angels : but even this, though it goes as high 
B8 imagination can carry us, does not reach it, nor, to 
me, make it one jot more comprehensible than it was 
before. All I can say to it here, is, that so it was ; the 
fact was upon record; and the rejected troop are in 
being, whose circumstances confess the guilt, and stitl 
groan under the puuislmient. 

If you will bear with a poetic excursion upon the 
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subject, not to solve, bnt to illustrate, the difficulty ^ 
laice it in a few iiues, thus : 

ThoQ sin of witchcraft ! flrsl-born child ol crime ! 

Prodaced before Ihe blotim o( tiine ; 
Ambilioti'a maiden sin, in heaven conceived! 

And who coald have believed 
' Defilement could in purity begin. 
And bright elerno! day be soiled with sin 7 

Tell us, sly peneimling crime, 

How cam'Bt thou here, thou fault Eublime f 
How didsl iboo pass the adamimtiue gate ; 
And into spirit IhjKelt insinuate ? 

From what dark state ? IVom what deep place t 

From what stmnge, uncreated race ? 
Where was thy ancient habitation found. 
Before void chaos beard the forming sound I 
Wast Ihou a substance, or an airy ghost, 
A vapor flying in the flaid waste 

Of unconcoeled air ? 

And how at first didst ihon come there T 
Sure there was once a time when thou wert not : 
By whom wast thou created 1 aod for what ? 
Art thon a steam Irom some contagions damp eihaledt 

Hon should contagion be entailed 
On bright seraphic s[Hrits, and in a place. 
Where all 's snpreme, and glory fills the space ? 

No noxious vapor there could rise ; 

For there no noxious matter lies : 

Nothing that 's evil could appear ; 
Sin never could seraphic glory bear ; 

The brightness of the eternal face, 
Which fills as well as conslitutes the place, 
Woold be a fire loo hot for crime to twar, 
'T would calcine sin, or melt it into air. 
How then did first defilement enter in i 
- Ambition, thou first vital seed of sin! 
Thou life of death, how cam'st thou tberel 

In what bright form didst thou appear ! 
In what seraphic orb didst thou arise! 
Surety that place admits of no disguise : 

Eternal sight must know thee there. 
And, beiug known, thoti soon must disappear. 

But since the fatal truth we know, 
Without Ihe matter whence, or manner how : 

Thou highest superlative of sin, 
Tell us thy nature, where thou didst begin ? 

The first degree of thy increase 
Debauched the regions of eternal peace ; 
And filled the breasts of loyal angels there 
With the first treason, and infernal war. 
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Not for the jaeaa allempl of rice designed, 
Bat to embroi! the world, and damn mankind. 
Transforming misdiicf ! bow bast ihou procured, 

Tbat loss thai 's ne'er to be reslored, 
And mude the bright seraphic morning star 

In honid monalroas shapes appear ? 
Satan, that, while he dwelt in glorious light, 
Was always then as pure as he was bright, 
Thai in effulgent rays of glnry sbone, 
Eii:eUed by eternal Light, by him aloae, 
Distorted now, and stnpt of inaocencG, 
And banbihed with thee from the high preSminence- 
How has the splendid serapli changed his (ace, 
Trausformed by ihee, and like thy moaatrous race f 
Ugly as is the crime tor which he fail ; 
Fitted bf Ihee to malie a local hell ; 

be the plac« where either of you dwelt. 



2: 



^thus, as I told you, I only moralize upon the sul 
ject ; bi]t, as to the difficulty, I must leave it as I 6m 
it, unless, as I hinted at first, 1 could prevail wit] 
Satan to set pen to paper, and write this part of hH 
own history ; no quesitoti, but he could let us into thrf' 
Gccret; but, to be plain, I doubt I shall tell so many 
plain truths of the Devil in this history, and dtscovw 
so many of his secrete, which it is not for his interest 
to have discovered, that before 1 have done, the Devil 
and I may not be ao good friends as you may suppose 
we are; at least, not friends enough to obtain such a 
favor of him, though it be for public good ; so we must 
be content till we come on the other side of the blue- 
blanket, and then we shall know the whole story. 

But now, thotigh, as I said, I will not attempt to 
solve the difficulty, I may, I hope, venture to tell you,j 
that there is not so much difficulty in it, as at first, 
sight appear.^ ; and especially not so much as some 
people would make us believe : let us see how others 
are mistaken in it ; perhaps that may help us a little 
in the inquiry; for to know what it is not, is one help 
towards knowing what it ia. 

Mr. Milton has indeed told us a great many merry 
things of the Devil, in a most formal, solemn manner ; 
til!, in short, he has maile a good play of heaven and 
hell ; and, no doitbt, if he had lived in our times, he 
might have had it acted with our Plido and Pn 
pine. He has made fine speeches both for God 
5* 
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the Devil ; and a lillle addition might have turned i^l 
d la modenie, into an Harlequin Dieu et Diable. I 

I confess I do not well know how far the dominion! 
of poetry extends itself; it seems the buis and boundaj 
of Parnassns are not yet ascertained ; so that, fori 
aught I know, by virtue of their ancient privilegej-J 
called Ucentia poetarum, there can be no blasphemy inl 
verse ; as some of otir divines say, there can be no4 
treason in the pnlpit. But Ihey that will venture tofl 
write that way, ought to be belter satisfied about th&tfl 
point than I am. 

Upon this foot, Mr. Milton, to grace his poem, and! 
give room for his towering fancy, has gone a lengtba 
beyond all that ever went before him, since Ovid in hisfl 
Metamorphosis. He has indeed complimented GodI 
Almighty with a flux of lofty words, and great s( 
and has made a very fine story of the Devil ; but bel 
has made a mere je ne scai qiiol of Jesus Christ. In j 
one line he has him riding on a cherub, and in anotharfl 
sitting on a throne, both in the very same moment of « 
action. In another place, he has brought him in mak-J 
ing a speech to his saints, when it is evident he had I 
none there ; for we all know man was not created till 1 
a long while after ; and nobody can be so dull as to I 
say the angels inay be called saints, without the great- ^ 
est absurdity in nature. Besides, he makes Christ I 
himself distingnish them, as in two several bands, and I 
of differing persons and species, as to be sure they are. | 



Ye angels."— 



So that Christ here is brought in drawing tip hifll 
army before the last battle, and making a speech tafl 
them, to tell them they shall only stand by in warlilteT 
order; but that they sliall have no occasion to fight„ 
for he alone will engage the rebels. Then, in embat- 
tling his legions, he places the saints here, and thai 
angels there ; as if one were the main battle of infantry^fl 
and the other the wings of cavalry. Bnt who are thoBQ* 
saints? They are indeed all of Milton's own making JT 
itiscartftia there were no saints tit all in hetiven (~ 
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iftrth 3.t that time; God and his angels filled up the 
place; and lill some of the angels fell, and men were 
crealed, had lived, and were dead, there could have 
been no saints there. Saint Abel was cerlainly the 
proto-saini of all that ever were seen in heaven, as 
well as the proto-martyt of all that have been upon 
earth. 

Just such another mistake, not to call it a blundei, 
ho makes about hell ; "which he not only makes locaL, ■ 
but gives it a being before the fall of the angels ; aadfl 
brings it in opening its moulh lo receive them. Thiafl 
is so contrary to the nature of the thing, and so grea^L 
an absurdity, that no poetic license can account for it; I 
for though poesy may form stories, as idea and fancjpfl 
may furnish materials; yet poesy must not brealt ia 
upon chronology, and make things which in time wer^ 
to exist, act before they existed. 

Thus a painter may make a fine piece of work, i 
fancy may be good, the strokes masterly, and i 
beauty of (he workmanship inimitably curious a 
fine ; and yet have some unpardonable improprietiei 
which, mar the whole work. So the famous painte 
of Toledo painted the story of the three wise men o 
the east coming to worship, and bring their presents, 
to, our Lord upon his birth at Bethlehem; where he< 
represents them as three Arabian or Indian kings ; two ' 
of them are white, and one black -. but unhappily, 
when he drew the latter part of them kneeling, which 
to be sure were done after their faces; their legs being 
necessarily a little intermixed; he made three black - 
feet for the negro king, and but three white feet for the 
two white kings ; and yet never discovered the mis- 
take tiU the piece was presented to the king, and hung 
up in the great church. As tliis is an unpardonabla . 
error in sculpture or limning, it must be much more so I 
in poetry, where the images must have no improprie- 
ties, much less inconsistencies. 

In a word, Mr. Milton has indeed made a fine poem ; 
but it is the Devil of an history. I can easily allow 
Mr. Milton to make hills and dales, flowery meadows 
and plains, (and the like,) in heaven ; and places of 
retreat and contemplation in hell ; though I must add, 
that it can ba allowsd ta no po6t on «arth but Mi. 



Milton. Nay, I will allow Mr. Milton, if yon please 
to set the angels a dancing in heaven, (lib. v. foi. ]38,j 
and the devils a singing in hell, (lib. i. fol. 44,) though 
they are, in short, especially the last, most horrid 
absurdities. But I cannot allow him to make theit I 
^ juusic in hell to be harmonious and charming, as hit 1 
does ; such images being incongruous, and, indeed, J 
shocking to nature. Neither can I think we should B 
allow things to be placed out of time in poetry, an|^1 
more than in history; it is a confusion of image%v 
which is agreed to be disallowed by all the critics, of 1 
what tribe or species soever, in the world ; and ife 1 
indeed unpardonable. Rut we shall find so many I 
more of these things in Mr. Milton, that really taking I 
notice of them all, would carry me quite out of raf't 
way, I being at this time not writing the history of J 
Mr. Milton, but of the Devil : besides, Mr. Milton fill 
such a celebrated man, that who but he that can write f 
the history of the Devil dare meddle with him 1 

But to come back to the business. As I bad cai*- j 
lioned you against running to scripture for shelter ia i 
cases of difficulty, scripture weighing very little amon^'l 
the people I am directing my speech to; so indeed I 
scripture gives but very little light into anything of f 
the Devil's story before his fall, and but to very littl^.j 
of it for some time after. 

Nor has Mr. Milton said one word to solve the main J 
difficulty; namely, How the Devil came to fall, and I 
how sin came into heaven 1 How the spotless seraphifc I 
nature could receive infection 1 Whence the contagioA'1 
proceeded? What noxious matter could emit corrupt I 
tion there 1 How and whence any vapor to poison thb I 
angelic frame could rise up, or how it increased and t 
grew up to crime'! But all this he passes over, and, ' 
hurrying up that part in two or three words, onlf 4 
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■; by whose aid asniring, 


He irusied lo Iialre equalled the Most High. 



His pride ! but how came Satan, while an archangel,] 
to be proud 1 How did it consist, that pride and perfec' 
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holiness should meet in the same person 7 Here u 
must bid Mr. Milton good night; lor, in plain term 
he is in the dark about itj and so we are all ; nnd thf 
most than can be said, is, that we know th% fact is a 
but nothing of the nature or reason of it. 

But to come to the history. The angels fell, the] 

sinned (wonderful !) in heaven, and God cast ihea 

out : what their sin was, is not explicit ; but In gen; 

;al it is called a rebellion against God ; all sin miK 

9 so. 

►Mr. Milton here takes upon him to give the histoi 
|«it, as particularly as if he had been born there, ai 
^me down hither on purpose to give us an accott 
of it ; (I hope he is belter informed by this time ;) bi 
this he does in such a manner, as jostles with rchgio 
and shocks our faith in so many points, necessary 
be believed, that we must forbear to give up to I' 
Miiton, or must set aside part of the sacred text, 
such a manner as will assist some people to set it 
aside. 

I mean by this, his invented scheme of the Son' 
being declared in heaven to he begotten then, and thft 
to be declared generalissimo of all the armies ol 
heaven ; and of the Father's summoning all the angela 
of the heavenly host to submit to him, and pay him 
homage. The words are quoted already in a former 
page. 

I must own the invention,' indeed, is very fine ; the 
images exceeding magnificent, the thought rich and 
bright, and, in some respect, truly sublime: but the 
authorities fail most, wretchedly, and the mis-timing 
of it is unsufferably gross, as is noted in the introduc- 
tion to this work; for Christ is not declared the Son 
of God but on earth : it is true, it is spoken from 
heaven, but then it is spoken as perfected on earth ; i" 
it was at all to be assigned to heaven, it was froi 
eternity ; and there, indeed, his eternal generation 

I lowed; but to take upon us to say, that on a day, 
ftain day, for so our poet assumes, (lib. v. fol. 138.] 
" When 



As heaven's great year brings forth, the empyreal hosl 
Of aiigela, by imperial summoas called, 
Forthwith frcm oJl the ends of bearen a)^ared." 
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TTiis is, indeed, too gross ; at this meeting he makai I 
God declare the Son to be that day begotten, as before. 
Had ho made him not begotten that day, but declared i 
general that day, it would be reconcilable with scrip- 1 
ture, and with sense; for either the begetting is meaot j 
of ordaining to an office, or else the eternal generation 
falls to the ground ; and if it was to the office, (medi- ] 
ator,) then Mr. Milton is out in ascribing another fixed I 
day to the work ; (see lib. s. fol. 194.) But then the 
declaring him that day, is wrong chronology too; fot I 
Christ is declared the Son of God with power, only by 
the resurrection of the dead ; and this is both a declar- 
ation in heaven, and in earth, (Rom. i. 4.) And MiN 
ton can have no anthority to lell us, tliere was any j 
declaration of it in heaven before this, except it hi 1 
that dull authority called poetic license, which will | 
not pass in so solemn an affair as that. I 

But the thing was necessary to Milton; who wanted 
to assign some cause or original of the Devil's rebel- 
lion ; and so, as I said above, the design is well laid; i 
it only wants two trifles, called truth and history ; eo 1 ' 
leave it to struggle for itself. 

This ground-plot being laid, he has a fair field for ' 
the Devil to play the rebel in; for he immediately 
brings him in, not satisfied with Ihe exaltation of the | 
Son of God, The case must be thus : Satan, being an 
eminent archangel, and perhaps the highest of all the ' 
angelic train, hearing this sovereign declaration, that I 
the Son of God was declared to be head or general- 
issimo of alt the heavenly host, took it ill to see 
another put into the high station over his head, as ihfe ! 
soldiers call it ; he, perhaps, thinking himself the I 
senior oiEcer, and disdaining to snbmit to any but tb 1 
his former immediate sovereign; in short, he threw u|» 1 
his commission, and, in order not to be compelled to J 
obey, revolted, and broke out in open rebellion. I 

All this part is a decoration noble and great, nor is ] 
there any objection to be made against the invention, ] 
because a deduction of probable events ; hut the plol 1 
is wrong laid, as is observed above, because contra- J 
dieted by the scripture account, according to which 1 
Christ was declared in heaven, not then, but from I 
eternity, and not declared with power, but on earth |J 
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^^^ttamely, in 1ms victory over sin and dealh, by tfi^^' 
resnrrection from llie dead : so iliat Mr. Milton is not 
orthodox in this part ; but lays an avowed fonudution 
for the corrupt doctrine of Arins, which says, tliera 
■~ras a time when Christ was not the Son of God. J^M 
But to leave Mr. Millon to his flights, I agree wi^f^| 
in this part; namely, that the wicked or siiinii]J|^| 
^ lis, with the great archangel at the head of ihcia^^H 
revolted from their obedience, even inheaven itself; 
that Satan began the wicked defection, and, being a 
chief among the heavenly host, consequently carried 
over a great party with him, who all together rebell^'^H 
against God ; that upon this rebellion they were se^^^| 
tenced by the righleons judgiueut of tiod, to be A^^^| 
pelled the holy habitation : this, besides the autbort^^H 
of scripture, we have visible testimonies of, from iks 
devils themselves ; iheir inSuences and operations 
among us every day, of which mankind are witnesses; 
in all the merry things they do in his name, and under 
his protection, in almost every scene of life they pass 
through, whether we talk of things done openly, or in 
masquerade, things done in earnest or in jest. 

But then, what comes of the long and bloody war 

that Mr. Millon gives such a full and particular account 

of, and (he terrible battles in heaven between Michael 

with the royal army of angels on one hand, and Satan 

with his rebel host on the other; in which ho supposes 

the numbers and strength to be pretty near eqnal 'i But 

at length brings in the Devil's army, upon doubling 

'leir rage, and bringing new engines of war into the 

lid, putting Michael and all the faithful army to the 

Tst; aud, !u a word, defeats them 3 For though 

ly were not put to a plain Sight, in which case be 

ist, at least, have given an account of two or three 

»usand millions of angels cut in pieces and wounded, 

i he allows them to give over the fight, and make a 

id of retreat ; so making way for the complete vic- 

f of the Son of God. Now Iliis is all invention, or, 

least, a borrowed thought from the old poets, and 

fightof the giants against Jupiter, so nobly designed 

y Ovid, almost two thousand years ago : and there it 

was well enough; but whether poetic fancy should be 

Allowed to fable upon heaven, or no, and upon tho 

"ing of Heaven too, that I leave to the sages. ^^^ 
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By this expulsion of the devils, it is allowed by mostl 
authors, they are, ipso /ado, stript of the rectitude and T 
Holiness of their nature, which was their beauty and ' 
perfection; and being ingulfed in the ahyss of irrecov- 
erable ruin, it is no matter where, from that very time 1 
they lost their angelic beautiful form, commenced ugly J 
frightful monsters and devils, and became evil doers, 1 
IS well as evil spirits; filled with an horrid malignity | 
%nd enmity a^inst their Maker, and armed with an I 
hellish resolution to show and exert it on all occasions ; J 
retaining however their exalted, spirituous nature, and 1 
having a vast extensive power of action, all which J 
they can exert in nothing else but doing evil ; for they J 
are entirely divested of either power or will to do good : 1 
and, even in doing evil, they are under restraints and fl 
limitations of a superior power, which it is their tor- I 
ment, and, perhaps, a great part of their hell, that they 1 
cannot break through. 




CHAPTEE VI. 

became of the Devil, and kia host of fallen spir- ] 

ifter their being expelled frf/m heaven, and kia 4 

'andering condition tiU the creation ; wUh some v 

of Mr. Milton's absurdities on that subject. 

Hattnq thus brought the Devil and his innumerable 
legions to the edge of the bottomless pit, it remains, 
before I bring them to action, that some inquiry should 
be made into the posture of their affairs immediately 
after their precipitate fall, and into the place of their 
immediate residence ; for this will appear to be very 
necessary to Satan's history, and, indeed, so as that, 
without it, all the farther account we have to give of 
him, will be inconsistent and imperfect. 

And first, I take upon me to lay down some funda- 
mentals, which I believe I shall be able to make out 
historically, though, perhaps, not so geographically aa 
some have pretended to do. 

1. That Satan was not immediately, nor is yet, 
locked down in the abyss of a local hell, such as 
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, and such as he shall be at last ; or 



supposed 
that, 

2, If he was, he has certaii^ hberties allowed him 
for excursions into the regions of this air, and certaia 
spheres of action, in which he can and does move, to 
do, Hke a very devil as he is, all the mischief he can, 
and of which we see so many examples both about 
and in us ; in the inquiry after which, I shall lake 
occasion to examine whether the Devil is not in most 
of us sometimes, if not in all of us one time or other, 

3. That Satan has no particular residence in this 
globe or earth where we live; that he rambles about 
among us, and marches over aud over our whole 
country, he and liis devils, in camps volant; but that 
he pitches his grand army, or chief encampment, ill. 
our adjacencies or frontiers, which the philosophei 
call atmosphere ; and whence he is called the princ 
of the power of that element or part of the world w( 
call air ; from whence he sends out his spies, his 
agents and emissaries, to get intelligence, and to carry 
his commissions to his trusty and well-beloved cousins 
and counselors on earlh, by which his business is 
done, and his affairs carried on, in the world. 

Here, again, I meet Mr. Milton, full in my face, whO' 
will have it that the Devil, immediately at his expnl. 
sion, tolled down directly into hell proper and local ; 
nay, he measures the very distance, at least gives the 
length of the journey by the time they were passing or 
falling, which, he says, was nine days ; a good poetical 
flight, but neither founded on scripture or philosophy. 
He might every jot as well have brought hell up " 
the walls of heaven, advanced to receive them ; or '. 
ought to have considered the space which is to be 
allowed to any localily, let him take what part of 
in6nite distance between' heaven and created hell he 
pleases. 

But let that be as Mr. Milton's extraordinary genius 
pleases to place it; the passage, it seems, is just nine 
days betwixt heaven and hell ; well might Dives then 
see father Abraham, and lalk to him too; but then 
great gulf, which Abraham tells him was 6xed between 
them, does not seem to bo so large, as, according te 
6 
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_ r Isaac Newton, Dr. Halley, Mr. Whiston, and 
ist of our men of science, we lake it to be. 

i But suppose the passage to be nine days, accordioi, 
I Mr. Milton, what foHowed^ Why, hell gaped wid^ 
»ened its frightful mouth, and received them all at 
ice ; millioDs aud thousands of millions as they were, 

jt received them all at a gulp, as we call it; they had 
9 difficulty to go ill, no, none at all. 



" FacilU descensus Averni : 

Sed revocare BTadniD — 

Hoc opus, hie labor esl," — Virg. 



r All this, as poetical, we may receive, bnt not at 

I historical ; for ihen come difBculties insuperable in 

r way; some of which may be as follow: 1. Hell 

I here supposed to be a place ; nay, a place created for 

^ffie punishment of angels and men, and likewise cre- 

' "ated long before those had fallen, or these had being : 

this makes me say, Mr. Millon was a good poet, but 

a bad historian : Tophet was prepared of old, indeed ; 

but jt was for the king, that is to say, it was prepared 

'^r those whose lot it should he to come thither ; bi ' 

pis does not at all suppose it was prepared before 

s resolved whether there should be subjects for 

else we must suppose both men and ang 

ide by the glorious and upright Maker of 

fcings, on purpose for destruction, which would 

Incongruous and absurd. 

But there is worse yet to come : in the next place 
he adds, that hell having received them, closed upon 
them ; that is to say, look them in, closed or shut its 
mouth ; and in a word, they were locked in, as it was 
said in another place, they were locked in, and the 
key is carried up to heaveUj and kept there ; for we 
know the angel came down from heaven, having the 
MK.y of the bottomless pit ; but firs), see Mr. Milton 
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fell : conrounded. chaos roared, 
Ana leii leoioio confusion in Lhcir fait : 

HeU at last 

Yatifning received ihem whole, and on them closed j 
Dawn from the verge of heaven, eternal wralh 
Bum I after Ihem — 
UiuinanchBbla." 
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This scheme is certainly deficient, if not absurd^ 
atid I tliiiik is more so than any other he has laid : it 
is evideat, neither Sataa, or his host of devils, are, nO 
not any of ihem, yet, even now, coofined in the elernal I 
prison, where, the scripture says, he shall be reserved 1 
in chains of darkness. They must have mean thoughts I 
of hell, as a prison, a local confinement, that caftil 
suppose the Devil able to break gaol, knock oflf hill 4 
fetters, and come abroad, if he had been once lockedl 
in there, as Mr. Milton says he was: now we knoV, T 
that he is abroad again; he presented himself beforoj 
God, among his neighbors, when Job's case came WM 
be discoursed of; and, more than that, it is plain hol 
was a prisoner at large, by his answer to God's quea-fl 
tion, which was, Whence comest thouf to which hk| 
answered, From going to and fro through the earth, 
Slc. This, I say, is plain j and if it be as certain, thfi 
hell closed upon them, I demand then, how ^t I _ 
out? And why was there not a proclamation f(Wl 
apprehending him, as there usually is, after such I 
rogues as break prison ] 

In short, the true accotmt of the Devil's circun»- 1 
stances, since his fall from heaven, is much moittj 
likely to be thus: That he is more of a vagrant than, 
a prisoner ; that he is a wanderer in the wild unbounded'! 
waste, whore he and his legions, like the hordes of ¥ 
Tartary, who, in the wild countries of KarakathayJ^ 
the deserts of Barkan, Kassan, and Astracan, live V" 
and down where they find proper; so Satan and 1 
innumerable legions rove about hie el vbique, pitchj 
ing their camps (being beasts of prey) where they fin^ 
the most spoil ; watching over this world (and all tb«'1 
other worlds, for aught we know, and if there are anfa 
such;) I say watching and seeking whom ihey mafV 
devour, that is, whom they may deceive and delude^ I 
and so destroy, for devour they cannot. 

Satan, being thus confined to a vagabond, wandet*! 
ing, unsettled condition, is without any certain abodejM 
for though he has, in consequence of his angelic nature^ ■ 
a kind of empire in the liquid waste of air; yet this is 1 
certainly part of his punishment, that he is continually 
hovering over this inhabited globe of earth; swelling 
Wiib iha lage o{ envy at the felicity of his rival map ; 



and studying all the means possible to injure and r 
him; but extremely litniled in power, to his unspeal 
able morlificalioa : this is his preseat state, withoul 

ly £xed abode, place, or space, allowed him to i 

B sole of his foot upon. 
LFrom his expulsion, I take his first view of horro 
) be that of looking back towards the heavea whic^J 
^e bad lost ; there to see the chasm or opening madf I 
up, out at which, as at a breach in the wall of thai 
holy place, he was thrust headlong by the power whicll I 
expelled him; I say, to see the breach repaired, the.l 
mounds built up, the w.alls garrisoned wilJi millloatfl 
of angels, and armed with thunders; and above all^;l 
made terrible by that glory from whose presence thayfl 
were expelled, as is poetically hinted at before. 

Upon this sight, it is no wonder (if there was s 
a place) that they fled till the darkness might cord 
them, and that they might be out of the view of so^ 
hated a sight. 

Wherever they found it, you may be sure they I 
pitched their first camp ; and began, after many a souf I 
reflection upon what was passed, to consider and tliinfc J 
a little upon what was to come. 

If 1 had as much personal acquaintance with thfl I 
Devil, as would admit it, and could depend upon thei 
truth of what answer he would give me, the firstf 
question 1 would ask him, should be, what measure! 
they resolved on at their first assembly 1 And the next^ 
should be, how they were employed in all that spad 
of time, between their so flying the face of theifi 
almighty Conqueror, and the creation of man 1 As fq«i 
the length of the time, which, according to the leamedj 
was twenty thousand years, and, according to th*^ 
more learned, not half a quarter so much, I would np^ 
concern my curiosity much about it; it is most cei 
tain, there was a considerable time between ; but ( 
that immediately : first let me inquire what they wei 
doing all that time. 

The Devil and his host being thus, I say, cast oud 
of heaven, and not yet confined strictly to hell, ' 
plain they must be somewhere; Satan and all 
legions did not lose their existence, no, nor the existij 
ence of devils neither ; God was bo far from aiioihi 



ating him, that he still preserved his being ; and thia 
not Mr. Milloti only, but God himself, has inad« 
known to us, having left his history so far upon record! i 
several expressions in scripture also make it evident} I 
as particularly Ihe story of Job, mentioned before ; th0 1 
like in our Saviour's time, and several others. 1 

If hell did not immediately engulf them, as MillM J 
suggests, it is certain, I say, that they fled soraewhere| I 
from the anger of Heaven, from the face of th*l 
Avenger; and his absence, and their own guilt, woo- 1 
der not at it, would make hell enough for them, whet^ J 
ever they went. 

Nor need we fly to the dreams of our astronomcriL I 
who look a great deal of pains to fill np the vaxf 
spaces of the starry heavens with innumerable habi^l 
able worlds ; allowing as many solar systems as ther^l 
are fixed stars, and that not only in the known coiik<g 
stellations, but even in the galaxy itself; who to evetj 
such system allow a certain number of planets, and H 
every one of those planets so many satellites or mooni^l 
and all these planets or moons to he worlds; soU<L] 
dark, opaque bodies, habitable, and (as they woul^.l 
have us believe) inhabited by the like animals antfj 
rational creatures as on this earth ; so that they niaVjf 
at this rate, fiud room enough for the Devil and ulj 
his angels, without making an hell on purpose; nay^V 
they may, for aught I know, find a world for everyj 
devil in alLtlie Devil's host ; and so every one may t " 
a monarch or maslcr-devit, separately in his ow ^ 
sphere or world, and play the devU there by himself. 1 

And even if this were so, it cannot be denied biid 
that one devil in a place would be enough for a wholAS 
systemary world, and be able, if not restrained, to da] 
mischief enough there too, and even to ruin and ovei 
throw the whole body of people contained in it. 

But, I say, we need not fly to these shifts, or coii»< 
suit the astronomers in the decision of this point ; focV 
wherever Satan and his defeated host went, at theifa 
expulsion from heaven, we think we are certain nonSg 
of ali these beautiful worlds, or be they worlds or no^ j 
I mean the fixed stars, planets, &c. had then an^l 
fistcnce; for the beginning, as the scripture calls i^fl 
p not yet begun. 
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Bill to speak a lillle by the mles of philosophy, tl 
is to say, so as to be understood by others, even wt 
we speak of ibiiiga we cannot fully understand our- J 
selves: though in the begirmiug of time, all this glc 
rious creation was formed, the earlh, the starry hea-- 
Tens, aud all the furoitnre thereof, and there was al 
time when they were not; yet we cannot say so of f 
the void, or that nameless nowhere, as I called : 
before, which now appears to be a somewhere, i _ 
which these glorious bodies are placed. That immenai 
space which those take up, aud which they mo' 
at this time, must be supposed, before they had b 
to be placed there; as God himself was, and existetL 
before all being, time, or place; so the heaven of 
heavens, or the place where the thrones and domith 
ions of his kingdom then existed, inconceivable t 
ineffable, had an existence before the glorious serap 
the iiinnmerable company of angels which attended 
about the throne of God, existed ; these all had a beinj 
Jong before, as the eternal creator of them all hw 
before them. 

Into this void or abyss of nothing, however ut^m 
measurable, infinite, and even to those spirits them 
selves inconceivable, they certainly launched from t' 
bright precipice which they fell from, and here 1' 
shifted as well as they could. 

Here expanding those wings which fear and horrm 
at their defeat furnished them, as I hinted liefo re, the) 
hurried away to the utmost distance possiDle, from ttu 
face of God their conqueror, and then most dreadec 
enemy ; formerly their joy and glory. 

Be this utmost removed distance where it will, hei 
certainly, Satan and all his gang of devils, his nui 
berless, though routed armies, retired. Here f" 
might, with some good ground, have formed his pan* 
monium, and have brought them in, consulting whj 
was next to be done, and whether tliere was any rooi 
left to renew the war, or to carry on the rebellion; ' 
had they been cast immediately into hell, closed i 
there, the bottomless pit locked upon them, and t' 
key carried up to heaven, to be kept there, 
Milton himself in part confesses, and the scriptuM 
a^ius ; I say, had thia bflsn so, tUft Dsvil hims^ 
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could not have been so ignorant as to think of any I 
future steps to be laken, to retrieve his afTairs ; and 1 
therefore a pandemonium, or divan in hell, to consult 
of it, was ridiculous. 

All Mr. Milton's scheme of Satan's future conduct, 
and all the scripture expressions about the Devil and 
his numerous attendants, and of his actings since that 
time, make it not reasonable to suggest, that the devils 
were confined to their eternal prison, at their expul- 
sion out of heaven ; but that they were in a slate of 
liberty to act, though limited in acting, of which I 
shall also speak in its place. 



^H CHAPTEK Til. 

OJ the numier of Satan's hast. Hans they camefirtl \ 
to know of the new-created worlds now in being; and 
their measures wUh makind vpon the discovery. 

Severj^l things have been suggested to set us a cal- 
culating the number of this frightful throng of devils, 
who with Satan, the master-devil, was thus cast out 
of heaven. I cannot say I am so much master of 
political arithmetic, as to cast up the number of the 
beast, no, nor the number of the beasts or devils, who 
make up this throng. St, Francis, they tell us, or 
some oth*r saint, they do not say who, asked the 
Devil once, how strong he was? for St. Francis, yon 
must know, was very JamtUar with him : the Devil, it 
seems, did not tell hira; but presently raised a great 
cloud of dust, by the help, I suppose, of a gust of wind, 
and bid that saint count it : he was, I suppose, a calcu- 
lator, that would be called grave, who, dividing Satan's 
troops into three lines, cast up the number of the devils 
of all sorts in each battalia, at ten hundred times a hun- 
dred thousand millions of the first line, fifty millions 
of times as many in the second line, and three hundred 
thousand times as many as both in the third line. 

The impertinence of this account would hardly have 
given it a place here, only to hint, that it has always 
been the opinion, that Satan's name may well 
ealled a noun of multituda, and that the Devil and 
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•eraphic species : that he was made iu the very imags 
of God, endowed with reasonable faculties to know 
good and evil, and possessed of a certain thing till 
then unknown and unheard of even in hell itself; that 
is, in the habitation of devils, let that be where it 
would; namely, 

2. That God had made him indeed of the lowest 
and coarsest materials; but that he had breathed into 
him the breath of life, and that he became a living 
thing called Soul, being a kind of an extraordinary 
heavenly and divinfe emanation ; and consequently 
that man, however mean and terrestrial his body 
might be, was yet heaven-born, in his spirituous part 
completely seraphic; and after a space of life here, 
(determined to be a state of probation,) he should be 
translated through the regions of death into a life 
purely and truly heavenly, and which should remain 
so forever ; being capable of knowing and enjoying 
God, his Maker, and standing in his presence, as the 
glorified angels do. 

3. That he had the most sublime faculties infused 
into him ; was capable not only of knowing and con- 
templating God, and, which was still more, of enjoying 
him, as above ; but (which the Devil now was not,) 
capable of honoring and glorifying his Maker; who 
also had condescended to accept of honor from him. 

4. And, which was still more, that, being of an an 
gelic nature, though mixed wilh, and confined for the I 
present in, a case of mortal flesh, he was intended to be 
removed from this earth after a certain time of life 
here, to inhabit that heaven, and enjoy that very glory 
and felicity, from which Satan and his angels had 
been expelled. 

When he found all this, it presently occurred to him, 
that God had done it all as an act of triumph over 
him, (Satan;) and that these creatures were only ere- ] 
aled to people heaven, depopulated or stript of ila ] 
Inhabitants by his expulsion; and that these were all ^ 
to be made angels in the devils' stead. 

If this thought increased his fury and envy, as far 
as rage of devils can be capable of being made greater ; 1 
tl doubtless set him on work to give a vent to that ^ 
ra^e and envy, by searching into the nature and coig"^ 
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stitution of this creature, called man ; and to find oi 
whether he was invulnerable, and could by no mcai 
ba hurt by the power of hell, or dehided by his subtil 
ly; or whether he might be beguiled and deluded 
and so, instead of being preserved in holiness ant 
purity, wherein he was certainly created, be brought 
10 fall and rebel, as he (Satan) had done before \»ai\ 
by which, instead of being transplanted into a glorioi 
state, after this life, in heaven, as his Maker hi 
designed him to be, to fill up the angelic cboir, 
supply the place, from whence he (Satan) had faliea,., 
he might be made to fall also like him, and, in a word, 
be made a devil like himself. 

This convinces us, that the Devil has not lost his 
natural powers by his fall; and our learned commen- 
tator, Mr. Pool, is of the same opinion; though he 
grants, that the Devil has lost his moral power, or his 
power of doing good, which he can never recovei. 
Vide Mr. Pool upon Acts xix. 16, where we may par^^ 
ticularly observe, when the man possessed with an 
evil spirit flew upon the seven sons of Sceva, the Jew, 
who would have exorcised them in the name of Jesus^i 
without the authority of Jesus, or without faith ia 
him, he flew on them, and mastered them, so that they 
fled out of the house from the Devil, conquered, naked, 
and wounded. But of this power of the Devil I shall, 
speak by itself. 

In a word, and to sum up all the Devil's story froi 
his first expulsion, it stands thus : For so many yeai 
as were between his fall and the creation of mai 
though we have no memoirs of iiis particular affai: 
we have reason to believe he was without any mann< 
of employment ; but a certain tormenting endeavor lo-' 
be always expressing his rage and enmity against 
heaven; I call it tormenting, because ever disap- 
pointed ; every thought about it proving empty ; every 
attempt towards it abortive; leaving him only light 
enough to see still more and more reason to despair of 
success; and that this made his condition still more 
and more an hell than it was before. 

After a space of duration in this misery, which we 
have no light given us to measure, or judge of, he at 
length discovered the new creation of man, as above; 
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Tipon which )ie soon found matter to set himself t 
work, and has been busily employed ever since. 

And now indeed there may be room to suggest ki I 
local hell, and the confinement of souls (made corru[tt I 
and degenerate by him) to it, as a place; though ml 
himself, as is still apparent by hia actings, is not yet I 
confined to it. Of this hell, its locality, extent, dimen- | 
sions, continuance, and nature, as it does not belong I 
to Satan's history, I have a good excuse for saying I 
nothing, and so put ofi' my meddling wilh that, whicfi.1 
if I would meddle with, I could say nothing of to thai 




CHAPTER Tilt. 

Ihe power of ike Devil at the time of the creation of I 
this world; whether it has not been farther strait- M 
ened and limited nnce that time; and what shif^^ 
and stratagems he is obliged to make use oj to c 
pass his designs upon man/dnd. 

CcNNrao men have fabled, and though it be without I 
either religion, authority, or physical foundation, it I 
may be we may tike it never the worse for that; thai J 
when God made the stars, and all the heavenly Inmt- 1 
naries, the Devil, to mimic his Maker, and insult hi*! 
new creation, made comets, in imitation of the fixed! 
stars; but that the composition of them being combtw- 1 
tible, when they came to wander in the abyss, roUingl 
by an irregular ill-grounded motion, they took fire, in I 
their approach to some of those great bodies of fiame, I 
the fixed stars; and being thus kindled (like a fire- I 
work unskilfully let off) they then took wild and I 
eccentric, as also different motions of their own, out! 
of Satan's direction, and beyond his power to regulawl 
ever after. 

Let this thought stand by itself, it mailers not to our I 
purpose whether we believe anything of it, or no ; it ii 1 
enough to our case, that if Satan had any such power I 
then, he has no such power now ; and that leads D " 
to inquire into his more recent limiiations. 
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I am to suppose, he and all hJs accompUcea, beiag 
coufounded at the discovery of the new creation, and 
racking ttieir wits to find out the meaning of it, had 
at last (no matter how) discovered the whole system, 
and concluded, as I have said, that the creature, called 
man, was to be their successor in the heavenly man- 
sions; upon which I suggest, that the first motion of 
hell was to destroy this new work, and, if possible, to 
overwhelm it. 

Bnt when they came to make the attempt, they 
found their chains were not long enough, and that they 
could not reach the extremes of the systems. They 
had no power either to break the order, or to stop the 
motion, dislocate the parts, or confound the situation 
of things; they traversed, no doubt, the whole worL 
visited every star, landed upon every sohd, and sailed 
upon every fluid, in the whole scheme, to see what 
mischief they could do. 

Upon a long and full survey, they came to this point, 
in their inquiry, that, in short, they could do nothing 
by force; that they could not displace any part, anni- 
hilate any atom, or destroy any life, iu the whole cre- 
ation; but that as omnipotence had created it, so the 
same omnipotence had armed it at all points against 
the utmost power of hell ; had made the smallest crea- 
ture in it invulnerable, as to Satan; so that without 
the permission of the same power which had made 
heaven, and conquered the Devil, he could do nothing 
at all, as to destroying anything that Ood had made, 
no, not the little diminutive thing called man, whom 
Satan saw go much reason to hate, as being created to 
succeed him in happiness in heaven. 

Satan found him placed out of his power to hurt, or 
onl of his reach to touch. And here, by the way, 
appears the second conquest of heaven over the Devil ; 
that having placed his rival, as it were, just before his 
face, and showed the hateful sight to him, he saw 
written upon his image, touch him if you dare. 

It cannot be doubted, bnt, had it not been thus, man 
is so far from being a match for the Devil, that one of 
Satan's least imps or angels could destroy all the race 
of them in the world, ay, world and all, in a moment. 

As he is prince of the power of the air, taking the 
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air for the elementary world, how easily could lie, af J 
one blast, sweep all the surface of the earth into ih^ I 
sea; or drive weighty inrmense Eurges of the oceaqj 
over the whole plain of the earth, and deluge the glob^ I 
at once with a stonn ! Or how easily could he, who; ■ 
by the situation of the empire, must be supposed abl(j4 
to manage ihe clouds, draw them up in such position J 
as should naturally produce thunders and lightnings, 4 
cause those lightnings to blast the earth, dash in pieces' | 
all the buildings, bum all the populous towns and | 
cities, and lay waste the world ! 

At the same time he might command suited quanti- 
ties of sublimated air lo hurst out of the bowels of the' I 
earth, and overwhelm and swallow up, in the opening I 
chasms, all the inhabitants of the globe. I 

In a word, Salan left to himself as a devil, and to I 
the power which by virtue of his seraphic original ha I 
must be vested with, was able to have made devilish f 
work in the world, if by a superior power he was jjot j 
restrained. 

But there ia no doubt, at least to me, but that with | 
his fall from heaven, as he lost the rectitude and glory 1 
of his angelic nature, I mean his innocence, so he lost,J 
the power too that he had before ; and that when ha | 
first commenced devil, he received the chains of [ 
restraint too, as the badge of his apostasy ; namely, a I 
general prohibition to do anything to the prejudice of J 
this creation, or lo act anything by force or Ttolencej 
without special permission. J 

This prohibition was not sent him by a messenger^ J 
or by an order in writing, or proclaimed from heaven J 
by a law ; but Satan, by a strange, invisible and j 
unaccountable impression, felt the restrauit withiaj 
him; and at the same time that his moral capacitjrj 
was not taken away, yet his power of exerting thau 
capacity felt the restraint, and left him unable to do^S 
even what he was able to do at the same time. ,1 

1 make no question but the Devil is sensible of this J 
restraint; that is lo say, not as it is a restraint only, ofi 
as an effect of his expulsion from heaven ; but as it 
prevents his capital design against man, whom, for lh«, 
^' — n I have given already, he entertains a mortal 
i of, and would destroy with all bis heart if he 1 




^^^^P THE HESTOBY OF THE 7? ^^M 

i 



tnigttt, and therefore, like a chained mastiff, we fiad 
Jiim oftentimEa making an horrid hellish clamor and 
noiEe, barking and howling, and frightening the people, 
letting them know, that, if he was loose, he would 
teat tliera in pieces; but at the same lime his very 
fnry shakes his chain, which lets them know, to their 
satisfaction, he can only bark, but cannot bite. 

Some are of opinion, that ihe Devil is not restrained 
80 much by the superior power of his Sovereign and 
Maker ; but that alf his milder measures with man are 
the effect of a political scheme, and done upon mature 
deliberation ; that it was resolved to act thus, in the 
great coimcii of devils, called upon this very occasion, 
when they first were informed of the creation of man: 
and especially when they considered what kind of 
creature he was, and what might probably be the rea- 
son of making him; namely, to nil up the vacancies 
in heaven; I say, that then the devils resolved, that 
it was not for their interest to fall upon him with fury 
and rage, and so destroy the species, for that ihia 
would be no benefit at all to them, and would only 
cause another original man to be created ; for that they 
knew God could, by the same omnipotence, form as 
many new species of creatures as he pleased ; and, if 
he thought fit, create them in heaven too, out of tha 
reach of devils, or evil spirits; and that, therefore, tai 
destroy man would no way answer their end. 

On the other hand, examining strictly the mould of 
this new made creature, and of what materials he was 
formed; how mixed up of a nature convertible and 
pervertible; itapable indeed of infinite excellence, and 
consequently of eternal felicity; but subject, likewise, 
to corruption and degeneracy, and, consequently, to 
eternal misery; that, instead of being fit to supply the 
places of Satan and his rejected tribe (the expelled 
angels) in heaven, and filling up the thrones or stalla 
in the celestial choir, they might, if they could but be 
brought into crime, become a race of rebels and traits 
ors like the rest ; and so come at last to keep them 
company, as well in the place of eternal misery as in 
(he merit of it, and, in a word, become devils instead 
of angels; 

Upon this discovery, I say, they found it infinitely 
"7* 
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more for the interest of Satan's infenial kingdom, tt J 
go another way to work with mankind, and see if il 1 
were possible, by the strength of iheir infernal wit I 
and counsels, to lay some snare for him, and by some J 
stratagem to bring him to eternal ruin and misery. I 

This being then approved as their only melhod, (and | 
the Devil showed he was no fool in the choice,) he I 
next resolved, that there was no time to be lost; that I 
it was to be set abont immediately, before the race waa J 
multiplied, and by that means the work be not madtf^^ 
greater only, but perhaps ihe more difficult too, Ao-1 
cordingly the diligent Devi! went instantly about it, I 
agreeably to all the story of Eve and Ihe serpent, as I 
before ; the belief of which, whether historically ot | 
ailegorically, is not at all obstructed by this hypothesis, f 

I do not affirm that this was the case at first, because I 
being not present in that black divan, at least not that \ 
I know of^ (for who knows where he was, or was not, 
in his preexislent state?) I cannot be positive ii 
resolve that passed there; but except for some very I 
Utile contradiction, which we find in the sacred writ^ ' 
ings, I should, I confess, incline to believe it hislori- 
caily; and I shall speak of those things which I call j 
contradictions to it more largely hereafter, I 

In the mean time, be it one way or other, that is to j 
say, either that Satan had no power to have proceeded I 
with man by violence, and to have destroyed him as I 
soon as he was made ; or that he had the power, but 3 
chose rather to proceed by other methods to deceive | 
and debauch him ; I say, be it which you please, I am | 
sltll of the opinion, thai it really was not the Devil's ] 
business to destroy the species; that it would have j 
been nothing to the purpose, and no advantage at all I 
to him, if he had done it ; for that, as above, God i 
could immediately have created another species to the I 
same end, whom he either could have made invulner- 4 
able, and not subject to the Devil's power, or removed J 
bim out of Satan's reach ; placed him out of the! 
Devil's ken, in heaven, or some other place, where the ] 
Devil could not come to hurl him ; and that, therefore j 
it is infinitely more his advantage, and more suited ] 
to his real design of defeating the end of man's ere- 1 
ation, to dabauch him, and maka a d^yil of him, that I 
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he may be rejected like himself, and increase the lafec 
nal kingdom aud company in liie lake of misery, "' 

It may be true, for aught I know, that Satao has not 
the power of destruction put into his hand, and that h" 
cannot take away the life of a man: and it seetn 
probable to be so, from the story of Satan and Jol 
when Satan appeared among the sons of God, as tbi 
text says, (Job i. 6.) Now when God gave such i 
character of Job to him, and asked him if be had coi> 
sidered his servant Job, (verse 8,) why did not the* 
Devil go immediately and exert his malice against the 
good man at once, to let his Maker see what would 
become of his servant Job in his distress^ On the 
contrary, we see he only answers by showing the re&il 
son of Job's good behavior; that it was but comm^^ 
gratitude for the blessing and protection he enjoyed 
(verse 10,*) and pleading that if his estate was takfll 
away, ana he was exposed as he (Satan) was, to be jj 
heggar and a vagabond, going to and fro in the eartll 
and walking up and down therein, he should be I 
very devil too like himself, and curse God to his facM 

Upon this, the text says that God answered, (vernfl 
11,) " Behold, all that he hath is in thy power." NoiT^ 
it is plain here, that God gave up Job's wealth am _ 
estate, nay, his family, and the lives of his children 
and servants, into the Devil's power ; and accordingly, 
like a true merciless devil, as he is, he destroyed them 
all ; he moved the Sabeans to fall upon the oxen anda 
the asses, and carry them off; he moved the Chaldeai " 
to fall upon the camels and the servants, to carry oS 
the first, and murder the last ; he made hghtning flan 
upon the poor sheep, and kill them all ; and he blowsj 
his house down upon his poor children, and buriel 
them all in the ruins. 

Now here is a specimen of Satan's good will ' 
mankind, and what havoc the Devil would make i 
the world, if he might; and here is a testimony ti 
that he could not do this without leave; so that I cs 
not but be of the opinion he has some limitation^ 
Bome bounds set to his natural fury ; a certain n 
of links in his chain, which he cannot exceed, c 
wwd. that boMpuol go a foot beyond his tathu. 
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The same kind of evidence we have ia the gospel, 
(Malt. viii. 3lp) where Satan could not so mucli as 
possess the filthiest and meanest of all creatures, the 
ewine, till he had asked leave ; and that still, to show 
his good will, as soon as he had gotten leave, he hur- 
ried them all into the sea, and choked them ; these, I 
say, are some of the reasons why I am not willing to 
say, the Devil is not restrained in power. But, on the 
other side, we are told of so many mischievous things 
the Devil has done in the world, by virtue of his 
dominion over the elements, and by other testimonies 
of his power, that I do not know what to think of it ; 
though, upon the whole, the first is the safest opinion ; 
for if we should helieve the last, we might, for aught 
I know, he brought, like the American Indians, to 
worship him at last, that he may do us no harm. 

And now I have named the Indians in America, I 
confess it would go a great way in favor of Satan's 
generosity, as well as in testimony of his power, if we 
might believe alt the accounts which indeed authors 
are pretty well agreed in the truth of; namely, of the 
mischiefs the Devil does in those countries, where his 
dominion seems to be established ; how he uses them 
when they deny him the homage he claims of them as 
his due ; what havoc and combustion he makes among 
them ; and how beneficent he is (or at least negative 
in his mischiefs) when they appease him by their 
hellish sacrifices. 

Likewise we see a test of his wicked sublilly in his 
management of those dark nations, when he was more 
immediately worshipped by them; namely, the mak- 
ing them believe, that all their good weather, rains, 
dews, and kind infiuences upon the earth, to make it 
fruitful, were from him; v/hereas they really were the 
common blessings of an higher hand, and came not 
from him, (the Devil,) but frbm him that made the 
Devil, and made him a devil, or a fallen angel, by his 
curse. 

But to go back to the method the Devil took with 
the first of mankind ; it is plain the pol icy of hell was 
light, though the execution of the resolves they took 
did not fully answer their end neither : for Satan, fas- , 
lening upon poor, proud, ridiculous Mother Eve, as I 
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have said before, made presently a tme jiidgment of 
her capacities, and of her temper; loolc her by ihe 
right handle, and, soothing her vanity, (which is, to 
this day, the softest place in the head of all the sex,) 
wheedled her out of her senses by praising her beauty, 
and promising to made her a goddess. 

The foolish woman yielded presently, and that we 
are told is the reason why the same method so 
strangely takes with all her posterity; namely, that 
you are sure to prevail with them, if you can but once 
persuade them that you believe they are witty and 
handsome ; for the Devil, you may observe, never 
quits any hold he gets; and, having once found a way 
into the heart, always takes care to keep the door 
open, that any of his agents may enter after him with- 
out any more difficulty: hence the same argnmenl, 
especially the last, has so bewitching an influence on 
the sex, that they rarely deny yon anything, after they 
are but weak enough, and vain enough, to accept of 
'^' e praises you offer them on that head ; on the other 
, ind, you are sure they never forgive you the unpar- 
donable crime of saying they are ugly or disagreeable. 
It is suggested, that the first method the Devil took 
to insinuate all those fine things into Eve's giddy 
head was by creeping close to her one night, when she 
was asleep, and laying his mouth to her ear, whisper- 
ing all the fine things to her, which he knew would 
set her fancy on tip-toe, and so make her receive Ihcra 
involuntarily into her mind; knowing well enough, 
■'"lat when she had formed such ideas in her soul, how- 
they came there, she would never be quiet till she 
worked them up to some extraordinary thing or 
r. 

^ It was evident what the Devil aimed at_ namely, 
Ihal she should break in upon the command of God, 
ind so, having corrupted herself, bring the curse npon 
irself and all the race, as God had threatened: but 
hy the pride of Eve should he so easily tickled by the 
)lion of her exquisite beauty, when there then was 
B prospect of the use or want of those charms, that 
ideed makes a kind of difficulty here, which the 
tamed have not determined. For, 
. If she bod beeu as ugly as the Devil, she had no- 



body to rival her ; so that she need not fear Adam 
should leave her, and get another mistress. 

2. If she had been as bright and as beautiful as an 
angel, she had no other admirer but poor Adam; and 
he could have no room to be jealous of her, or afraid 
she should cuckold him ; so that, in short, Eve had no 
such occasion for her beauty, nor could she make any 
use of it to a bad purpose, or to a good ; and therefore 
I believe the Devil, who is too cunning to do anything 
that signifies nothing, rather tempted her by the hope 
of increasing her wit, than her beauty. 

But to come back to the method of Satan's tempting 
her; namely, by whispering to her in her sleep. It 
was a cunning trick, that is the truth of it ; and by 
that means he certainly set her bead a madding after 
deism, and to be made a goddess ; and then backed it 
by the subtle talk he bad with her afterwards. 

I am the more particular upon this part, because, 
however the Devil may have been the first that ever 

Eractised it, yet I can assure him the experiment has 
een tried upon many a woman since, to the wheed- 
ling her out of her modesty, as well as her simplicity ; 
and the cunning men lell us still, that if you can come 
at a woman when she is in a deep sleep, and whisper 
to her close to her ear, she will certainly dream of the 
thing you say to her, and so will a man too. 

Well, be this so to her race or not, it was, it seen 
so to her; for she waked with her head filled wi 
plensing ideas, and, as some will have it, unlawful 
desires ; such as, to be sure, she had never entertained 
before. These are supposed to be fatally infused in 
her dream, and suggested to her waking soul, when 
the organ ear which conveyed them was dozed and 
insensibly ; strange fate of sleeping in paradise .' that 
whereas we have notice but of two sleeps there, that 
in one a woman should go out of him, and in the other 
the Devil should come into her. 

Certainly, when Satan first made the attempt upon 
Eve, he did not think he should have so easily coi 
quered her, or have brought his business about i 
soon; the Devil himself could not have imagined she - 
should have been so soon brought to forget the com- 
mand given, or at least who gave it, and bavs vcn- 
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tured to transgress against him, and made her forge^' 
that God had told her, it should be death to her tft| 
touch it; and, above all, that she should aspire to be' 
as wise as him, who was so ignorant before, as r ' 
believe it was for fear of her being like himself, thi 
he had forbid it her. 

Well might she he said to be the weaker vessd, 
though Adam himself had hitle enough to say for hia* 
being the stronger of (he two, when he was over-per- 
suaded (if it were done by persuasion,) by his wife to 
the same thing. 

And mark how wise ihey were after they had eaten, 
and what fools they both acted like, even to o 
another ; nay, even all the knowledge they attained 
by it, was, for aught I see, only to know that they*' 
were fools, and to he sensible both of sin and shame ; 
and see how simply tliey acted, I say, upon their hav- 
ing committed the crime, and being detected in it : 

"View them to-daj conversln" wiih [heir God, 
His ima^e bolh cnjojei! and understood ; 
To-morrow skulking with a sordid Qighi, 
Among the hushes, tram the InGnile, 
As if thai power was bUnd, which gave them sigbt ; 
With senseless labor lagging Rg-leaf Tests, 
To hide their bodies from the si°lil of beasts. 

Hark ! how the fool pleads faint, for forfeit life 
First he reproaches heaveii, and then his wife : 
' The voman which Ihou ^vesl,' u if (he pft 
CoaM rob him of the liitle reason left ; 
A weak pretence to shift his eaily crime, 
As if accn^ng her would excuse him ; 
Bui thus encroaching crime dethrones (he sense, 
And intercepts the heaveuly influence; 
Debauches reason, makes the lOan a fool. 
And tomi his actire light to ridicale." 

tt must be confessed, that it was an nnacf^nntable 
degeneracy, even of their common reasoning, which 
Adam and Eve both fell into upon the hrsl committing 
the offeni!e of tasting the forbidden fruit : if that was 
their being made as gods, it made bnt a poor appear- 
ance in its first coming, to hide their nakedness when 
there was nobody to see them, and cover themselves 
among the bushes from iheir Maker: but thus it was, 
and this the Devil had brought them to; and well 
tuif ht he, and all the clan of hell, as Mr. Milton brings 
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them in, laugh and h-iiimph over the man after th«l 
blow was given, as having so egregioiisly abused and J 
deluded them both- 

Biit here, to be sure, began the Devil's new kin^ j 
dom; as he had now seduced the two first creatures, 
he was pretty sure of success upon all the race; and I 
therefore prepared to attack ihem also, as soon as they I 
came on ; nor was their increasing multitude any dis- 
couragement to his attempt, but just the contrary ; for I 
he had agents enough to employ, if every man and ( 
woman that should be born was to want a devil lo ] 
wait upon them, separately and singly to s 
them; whereas some whole nations have been such 
willing subjects to him, that one of his seraphic imps | 
may, for aught we Icnow, have been enough to guide 
a whole country ; the people being entirely subjected i 
lo his government for many ages ; as in America, for j 
example, where some will have it, that he conveyed ] 
the first inhabitants; at least, if he did not, we do not 
well know who did, or how they got thither. 

And how came all the communication to be so 
entirely cut off between the nations of Europe and 
Africa, from whence America must certainly have | 
been peopled, or else the Devil must have done it , 
indeed? I say, how came the commuuicaiion to be 
entirely cut off between them, that except the time, 
whenever it was, that people did at first reach from 
one to the other, none ever came back to give their 
friends any account of their success, or invite them to I 
follow 7 Nor did they hear of one another afterwards, 
as we have reason to think. Did Satan politically 
keep them thus asunder, lest news from heaven should | 
reach them, and so they should be recovered out of 
his go^rnmenf? We cannot tell how to give any 
other rational account of it, that a nation, nay, a 
quarter of the world, or, as some will have it to be, ' 
half the globe, should be peopled from Europe or | 
Africa, or both, and nobody ever go after them, or i 
come back from them, in above three thousand years ' 
al\er. 

Nay, that those countries should be peopled when 
there was no navigation in use in these parts of the 
woxld, no ships made that could carry provisioua 
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enough lo support the people that sailed in them, bul 
that they must have been starved to death before they 
could reach the shore of America ; the ferry from I 
Europe or Africa in any part, (which we have kiiowa J 
navigation to be practised in,) beiug at least a thou- 
sand miles, and in most places much more. , I 

But as to the Americaus, let the Devil atid tbeinl 
alone to account for their coining thither; this we are 1 
certain of, that we knew nothing of them for a many 
hundred years ; and when wc did, when the discovery 
was made, tliey that went from hence found Satan in 
a full and quiet possession of them, ruling them with 
an arbitrary government, particular to huuself: he had 
led them into a bhud subjection to himself, nay, I 
might call it devotion, (for it was all of religion that 
was to be found among them ;) worshipping horrible j 
idols in his name, to whom he directed human sacrt- ' 
fices continually lo be made, till lie deluged the coun- 
try with blood, and ripened them up for the destruction j 
that followed, from the invasion of the Spaniards, who ] 
he knew would hurry tliem all out of the world as fast ] 
as he (the Devil) himself could desire of them. 

But to go back a little to the original of things. It 
is evident that Satan has made a much better market 
of mankind, by thus subtly allacking them, and bring- 
ing them to break with their Maker as he bad done 
before them, than he could have done by fulminaling 
upon them at first, and sending them all out of the 
world at once ; for now he has peopled his ovn^ 
dominions with them ; and though a remnant are 
snatched, as it were, out of his clutches, by the agency 
of invincible grace, of which I am not to discourse ii) 
this place, yet this may be said of the Devil, without ' 
offence, that he has in some sense, carried hi^ point, 
and, as it were, forced his Maker to be satisfied with 
a part of mankind, and the least part too, instead of 
the great glory he would have brought to himself by 
keeping them all in his service. 

Mr. Milton, as 1 have noted above, brings in the 
Devil and all hell wiih him, making a feu de joie for 
the victory Satan obtained over one silly woman. 
Indeed it was a piece of success greater in its conse- 
quence than in the immediate appearance ; uoi wu 
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the conquest so complete as Satan himself imagined lAl 
make, since the promise of a redemption out of hut I 
hands, which was immediately made to the man, ill I 
behalf of himself and his believing pesterity, was a J 
greal disappointment to Satan, and, as it were, I 
snatched the best part of his victory out of his hands. I 

It is certain, the devils knew what the meaning of I 
that promise was, and who was to be the seed of ihe'l 
woman, namely, the incarnate Son of God; and thatl 
it was a second blow to the whole infernal body; but I 
as if they had resolved to let that alone, Satan went oil I 
with his business ; and as he had introduced crime into J 
the common parent of mankind, and thereby secured J 
the contamination of blood, and the descent or propa-'l 
gation of the corrupt seed, he had nothing to do but I 
to assist natnre in lime to come, to carry on its owil 1 
rebellion, and act itself in the breasts of Eve's tainted I 
posterity ; and that indeed has been the Devil's bnsi- I 
noss ever since his first victory upon the kind, to this I 
day. I 

His success in this part has been such, that we sett I 
upon innnmerabl& occasions a general defection has I 
followed; a kind of taint upon nature, call it what I 
you will, a blast upon the race of mankind; and were I 
it not for one thing, he had ruined the whole family! I 
I say, were it not for one thing, namely, a selecleaJ 
company or number, which his Maker has resolved he I 
shall not be able to corrupt, or, if he does, the seuding I 
the promised seed shall recover back again from hint; I 
by the power of irresistible grace ; which number ihas I 
selected or elected, call it which we will, are still tol 
supply the vacancies in heaven, which Satan's defeo*l 
tion has left open ; and what was before filled up witH I 
created seraphs, is now to be restored by recoVerecl I 
saints, by whom infinite glory is to accrue to th«i 
kingdom of the Redeemer, 1 

This glorious establishment has robbed Satan of all I 
the joy of his victory, and left him just where he waaj T 
defeated and disappointed ; nor does the possession of' 
all the myriads of the sons of perdition, who yet s 
are of the opinion will be snatched from him too 
last ; I say, the possession of all these makes i 
8 to him : for ha is such a devil in bis aaXw 
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that the envy at thoso he cannot seduce, eats ont ^ 

[he saiisfaciion of the mischief he has done in seda 

iug all the rest; but I must not preach, so I retui 

tilings as much needful to know, tliough 



CHAPTER IS. 

Kf /he proffresg of Salan in carrying on kis con(jne\ 
wLover mankind, from the fall of Eve lo (he Deluge. 

f 1 DOUBT, if the Devil was asked the question plainljJ 

) would confess, that after he had conquered F 
by liis own wicked contrivance, and then by 1 
assistance had brought Adam too (like a fool as I 
was,) into the same gulf of misery, he thought he h 
done his work, compassed the whole race, that ih 
were now his own, and that he had put an end to tj 
grand design of their creation ; namely, of peoplin 
heaven with a new angelic race of souls, who, wb< 
glorified, should make up the defection of the host o. 
hell, that had been expunged by their crime; in 1 
word, that he bad gotten a better conquest ihan if b 
had destroyed them all. 

But, in the midst of his conquest, he found a che( 
put to the advantages he expected lo reap from 1 
victory, by the immediate promise of grace to a pi . 
of the posterity of Adam, who, notwilhsfanding tM 
fall, were to he purchased by the Messiah, 
snatched out of his (Satan's) hands, and over v 
he could make no final conquest; so that his pc 
met with a new limitation, and ihal such, as ini 
fully disappointed him in the main thing he aimed a 
namely, preventing the beatitudes of mankind ; whi 
were thus secured ; (and what if the numbers of rr 
kind were upon this account increased in such a mai 
ner, that the selected number should, by lei ^ ' 
time, amount to just as many as the whole race, I 
they not fallen, would have amounted to in all - 
thus, indeed, llie world may be said to be upheld d 
fioabiuied for the sake of Ihoss few, since, ti" 
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numlwr can be compleled, the creation cannot fall, sty**! 
more than that without them, or but for them, it woul4 I 
not have stood. 

But leaving this speculation, and not having inquir- 
ed of Satau what he has to say on that subject, let us j 
go back to the antediluvian world. The Devil, to be ' 
sure, gained his point upon Eve, and in her upon all 
her race: he drew her into sin; got her turned out of I 
paradise, and the man with her : the next thing was to I 
go to work with her posterity, and particularly with J 
her two sons, Cain and Abel. 

Adam having, notwithstanding his fall, repented 
very sincerely of his sin, received the promise of re- 
demption and pardon, with an humble, but believing I 
heart; charity bids us suppose that he led a very I 
religious and sober life ever after; and, especially ia j 
the first part of his time, that he brought up his chil- 
dren very soberly, and gave them all the necessary I 
advantages of a religious education, and a good intro- 
duction into the world, that he was capable of; and 
that Eve likewise assisted to both in hei place and 
degree. 

Their two eldest sons, Cain and Abel, the one heir I 
apparent to the patriarchal empire, and the other heir | 
presumptive, I suppose also, lived very sober and I 
religious lives ; and as the principles of natural religion I 
dictated an homage and subjection due to the Almighty ] 
Maker, as an acknowledgment of his mercies, and 4 \ 
recognition of Iheir obedience; so the received usago J 
of religion dictating, at that time, that this homage fl 
was to be paid by a sacrifice, they either of thenai 
brought a free-iyill off'ering to be dedicated to God I 
respectively for themselves and families, I 

How it was, and for what reason, that God had! 
respect to the offering of Abel, which, the learned say, 1 
was a lamb of the firstlings of the flock, and did not j 
give any testimony of the like respect to Cain, and his 1 
offering, which was of the first fruits of the earth, the I 
offerings being equally suited to the respective employ-? ^ 
ment of the men, that is not my present business; 1 
this we find made heart-burnings, and raised envy a 
jealousy in the mind of Cain ; and at that door t 
Devi! immediately entered ; for he, who, {tara ' 
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Imginning, was very diligent in his way, never 8lipp< 
any opportunity, or missed any advantages, that th^l 
circumstances of mankind offered him to do miscbie^ -'M 

Wbat shape or appearance the Devil took up to 1 
enter into a conversation with Cain upon the subjec(,ij 
that authors do not talce upon them to determine; but J 
it is generally supposed he personated some of Cain'ttJ 
sons or grandsons to begin the discourse, who atlacked'fl 
their father, or perhaps grandfather, upon this occa- 
sion, in the following manner, or to that purpose: 

D. Sir, I perceive your majesty (for the first race ' 
were certainly all monarchs as great as kings, to tbeir 
immediate posterity) to be greatly disturbed of late; 
your countenance is changed, your noble cheerfulness, 
the glories of your face, are strangely sunk and gone, 
and you are not the man you used to be. Please your 
majesty to communicate your griefs to us your chil- 
dren ; you may be sure, that, if it be possible, we . 
would procure you relief, and restore your delight%i 
the loss of which, if thus you go on to subject yourself i 
to too much melancholy, will be very hurtful to you^ 
and, in the end, destroy you. "] 

Caifi' It is very kind, my dear children, to shoi^l 
your respect thus to your true progenitor, and to offeril 
your assistance. I confess, as you say, my mind is i 
oppressed and displeased ; but, though it is very heavy, 
yet I know not which way to look for relief; for the 
distemper is above our reach, no cure can be found for 
it on earth. 

D. Do not say so, sir; there can be no dis' 
on earth, but may be cured on earth ; if it be a mental J 
evil, we have heard that your great ancestor, the firsfl 
father of us all, who lives still on the great Westeral 
Plains towards the Sea, is the oracle to which all hisB 
children dy for direction in such cases as are out of ■ 
the reach of the ordinary understanding of mankind;, 
please you to give leave, we will take a journey ttt, 
him, and, representing your case to him, we ■will hearj 
his advice, .and bring it to you with all speed, for th< 
ease of yourmind. 

Cain. I know not whether he can reach my casi 

X>. Doubtless ha may ; and, if not, the labor of otu 
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journey is nothing, wtien placed in compelition wiO 
the ease of your mind; it is but a few days' travdl 
lost; and you will not he the worse, if we fail of ihtfa 
desired success, 

Cain. The offer is filial, and I accept yonr afiecl 
tionate concern for me, with a just sense of an oblig 
parent; go then, and my blessing be upon you. Butjl 
alas! why do I bless? Can he bless whom Ood hac| 
not blessed? 

D. 1 sir, do not say so ; has not God blessed you?fl 
are you not the second sovereign of the earth'! and I 
does he not converse with you face to face? arc notJ 
you the oracle to all your growing posterity, and, nextj 
after his Sovereign Imperial Majesty Lord Adaiii,T 
patriarch of the world 1 I 

Cain, But has not Ood rejected me, and refused tdJ 
converse any more with me, while he daily favors and. 
countenances my yonnger brother, Abel, as if he ro^-l 
solved to set him up to rule over niC! 1 

D. No, Sir, that cannot be, you cannot be disturbedLa 
at such a thing; is not the right of sovereignty younij 
by primogeniture 7 Can God himself take that away,l 
when it is once given'? Are you not Lord Adam's! 
eldest son? are yon not the first-born glory of the crfr-a 
ationi and does not the government descend to you byj 
the divine right of birth and blood? I 

Cain. But what does all that signify to me, whilel 
God appears to favor and caress my younger brother,] 
and to shine upon him, while a black dejection, andf 
token of displeasure, surround me every day, and \ 
does not appear to me as he used to do? 

D. And what need your majesty be concerned i 
that, if it be so? if he does not appear pleased, yoitl 
have the whole world to enjoy yourself in, and allx 
your numerous and rising posterity adore and honon 
you; what need those remote things be any disturl>«J 
ance t^ you? 

Cam. How ! my children, not the favor of God t 
valued ! yes, yes, in his favor is Ufe; what can all thuJ 
world avail without the smiles and countenance of J 
him that made it? 

D. Doubtless, sir, he that made the world, aaetl 
^aced you at tho head of it all, to govern and diraet^ 
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it, has made it agreeable ; and it is able to give you- 
full satisfaclioii and enjoyiiieiil, if you please to cot 
aider it well, though ynu were never to converse wit! 
" 'm all the while you live in it. 

Cain. You ara quite wrong there, my childreri 
lite wrong. 

D. But do you not, great sir, see all your childrt 
as well as us, rejoicing in the plenty of all tilings 7 aB 
are they not completely happy, and yet Ihey kno4| 
little of this great Godi He seldom converse! 
US ; we hear of him indeed by your sage advii 
wa bring our offerings to you for him, as you direct! 
aud when that's done, we enjoy whatever our liearf^ 
Lesire; and so doubtless may you in an abuudu 
anner, if you please. 

Cain. But your felicity is wrong placed then, I 

lu suppose that God is pleased and satisfied in tl 

/our offerings are brought to me; but what would y 

say, if you knew that God is displeased ? that he d« 

not accept yonr offerings'! that when I sacrificed I 

him in behalf of you all, he rejected my offering) 

though I brought a princely gift, being of the hnest 

the wheat, the choicest and earliest fruits, and tb 

sweetest of the oil, an oifering suited to the Giver d 

'lem ain 

D. But if you ofl'ered them, sir, how are you s 

ley were not accepted J 

Cain. Yes, yes, I am sure ; did not my brothl 

j| offer, at the same time, a lamb of his flock 1 t 

you know, delights in cattle, and covers the moui 

LS with his herds. Over him, alt the while 

irificing, a brigiit emanation shone cheering and e 

rening, a pledge of favor; aud light ambient flam 

yed hovering in the lower air, as if attending V 

rifice ; and, when ready prepared, immediaietj 

tended, and burnt up the flesh, a sweet odoriferoil 

,vor ascending to him, who thus testified his acce^ri 

ice; whereas, over my head, a black cloud, 

id distilling vapor, hung dripping upon the humU 

ahar I had raised, and, wetting the finest and choicei 

things I had prepared, spoiled and defaced ihem ; 

wood, unapt to burn by the moisture which fell, scj 

ved the fira I brought to kindle it ; and, «v«n theHj" 
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rather smothered and choked, ihan kindled into i 
flame; in a word, it went qiiiie out, without consutn 
ing what was brought to be offered up. 

D. l.et not our truly reverenced lord and fatlier b*> 
disquiied at all this ; if he accepts not what you bring, J 
you are discharged of the debt, and need bring vxim 
more ; nor have the trouble of such labored collectioDsl 
of rarities any more; wbe.n he thinks fit to require it J 
again, you will have notice, no question, and then it, J 
being called for, will be accepted, or else why shoulaj 
it lie required 1 ■ 

Cain. That may indeed be the case, nor do I Ihinki 
of attempting any more to bring an offering; for t1 
rather take it, that I am forbidden for the present; biitj 
then, what is it that my younger brother triumphs in? j 
and how am I insulted, in that he and his house are] 
all joy and triumph, as if they had some great advan-r 
tage over me, in that their offering was accepted whea^ 
mine was not? 1 

/>. Does he triumph over your majesty, our lordjl 
and sovereign ) Give us but your order, and we willl 
go and pull him and all his generation in pieces ; for J 
lo triumph over you, who are his elder brother, is au^ 
horrid rebellion and treason, and he ought to be ex-, 
pelled the society of mankind. 

Cain. I think so too, indeed; however, my deafjt 
children, and faithful subjects, though I accept you; J 
offer of duly and service, yet I will consider very weIl,T 
before I take up arms against my brother ; besides, oiita 
sovereign father, and patriarchal lord, Adam, being yetj 
alive, it is not in my right to act olFensively withoutS 
his command. 1 

D. We are ready therefore to carry your petition tal 
him, and doubt not to obtain his license and commi»-l 
sion too, to impower you to do yourself justice npoftj 
your younger brother; who, being your vassal, or a.%^ 
least inferior, as he is junior in birth, insults you npoq] 
the fancied opinion of having a larger share in th<B 
Divine favor, and receiving a blessing on his sacri" 
on pretence of the same favor being denied you. 

Cain. I am content. Go, then, and give a just aol 
coinit of the state of our affairs. . 

W« shall tson rfitnrn with iha agrsaable aoswerd 
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let not our lord and father continue sad and dcjecteA. 
but depend upon a speedy relief, by the assistance of' 
thy numerous issue, all dcvoled to thy interest 
felicity. 

Cain. My blessing be with you in your way, anA. 
give you a favorable reception at the venerable tent of 
our universal lord and father. 

Note. Here the cursed race being fully given up . 
the direction of the evil spirit, which so early possessed^ 
them, and swelhng with rage at the innocent Abel, 
and his whole family, they resolved upon forming a^ 
most wicked and detestable lie, to bring about tbi 
advice which they had already given their father CaiilJ 
a touch of; and to pretend, that Adam, being justly." 
provoked at the undutiful behavior of Abel, had givei 
Cain a commission to chastise him, and by force ' 
cut him off, and all his family, as guilty of rebellii 
and pride. 

Filled with this mischievous and bloody resolutionji 
they came back to their father Cain, after staying A-' 
few days, such as were sufficient to make Cain believd ' 
they had been at the spacious plains, where Adai 
dwelt; the same which are now called the blessc 
Valleys, or the Plains of Mecca in Arabia Felix, nearl 
the banks of the Red Sea. 

Note here also, that Cain having received a wicked 
hint from these men, his children and subjects, as 
before, intimating that Abel had broken the laws of 
primogeniture in his behavior towards him (Cain 
and that he might be justly punished for it; Satai 
that cunning manager of all our wayward passioni 
fanned the fire of envy and jealousy with his ntmo( 
skill all the while his other agents were absent ; ant 
by the time they came back had blown it up into such 
an heat of fury and rage, that it wanted nothing but 
air to make it burn out, as it soon afterwards did in a 
furious flame of wrath and revenge, even to blood and 
destruction. 

Just in the very critical moment, while things stood 
thus with Cain, Satan brings in his wicked instruments, 
as if just arrived with the return of his message from 
Adam, at whose court they had been for orders: and 
thua they, that is, the Devil assuming to speak by 
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3jem, approach their father with an air of solemn, balJ 
cheerful satisfaction at the success of Iheir embassy. 

D. Hail, sovereign, reverend, patriarchal lord ! wa J 
come with joy to render thee an accotmt of. the suim \ 
cesss of our message. 

Cain. Have ymi then seen the venerable tents wher? I 
dwell the heaven-born, the angelic pair, io whom all I 
human reverence highly due, is and^ught always to A 
be humbly paid? 

D. We have. 

Cain, Did you, together with my grand request, i 
just and humble homage for me pay, to the great sira I 
and mother of mankind 7 

D. We did. 

Cain. Did you io humble language represent the | 
griefs and anguish which oppress my soull 

D. We did, and back their blessing to thee bring. 

Cain. I hope, with humblest signs of filial dutyyl 
you took it for me on yonr bending kneesi I 

D. We did, and had our share ; the patriarch lifting I 
up his hands to heaven, expressed his joy to see hi^ I 
spreading race, and blessed us all. 

Cain. Did yon my solemn message too deliver, m}T 1 
injuries impartially lay down, and due assistance and J 
direction cravel 

D. We did. 

Cain. What spoke the oracle? he is God to luc, ■ 
what just commands do ye bring? what is to be done! J 
Am I to hear the insulting junior's rage? and meekly J 
suffer what unjustly he, affronting primogeniture, ani I 
laws of God and man, imposes by his pride un " 
able? Am I to be crushed, and bo no more the firsts] 
born son on earth, but bow and kneel to him? 

D. Forbid it, heaven ! as Adam too forbids, 
with a justice godlike, and peculiar to injured parents 
Abel's pride resents, and gives his high command t 
thee to punish. 

Cain. To punish? say you, did he use the wordi 
the very word? am I commissioned then to punist 

Not Abel only, but his rebel race, as they, alik^ 
.like are joined in punishment. 
The race iodaed have shared the merit wil 
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bun; how did they all insult, and ^"ih a shout of 
triumph mock my sorrow, when ihey saw me from my ' 
sacrifice dejected come, as if my disappointment wa9 
their joy'! 

D. This loo the venerahle prince resenls; and td 

fireserve the race in bounds of law subordinate aiLd 
imited to duty, commands that this first breach be not 
passed by, lest the precedent upon record stand to 
future limes to encourage like rebellion. 

Cain. And is it then my sovereign parent's will f 

D. It is his will, ihat thou his eldest son, his image, , 
liis beloved, should be maintained in all the rights of j 
sovereignty derived to ihee from him; and not be left ] 
exposed to injury, and power usurped, but should I 
do thyself justice on ihe rebel race. 1 

Gain. And sol will; Abeishailquickly know what J 
it is to trample on his elder brother ; shall know that | 
he is thus sentenced by his father; and I am cor 
sioned but to execute his high command, his sentence, 1 
which is God's; and that he falls by the hand of | 
heavenly justice. J 

So now Satan had done his work, he had deluded \ 
the mother to a breach against the first and only com- 
mand; he had drawn Adam inlo Ihe same snare; audi] 
now he brings in Cain prompted by bis own rage, and! 
deluded by his (Satan's) craft, lo commit murder, nay, T 
a fratricide, an aggravated murder. . I 

Upon this he sends out Cain, while the bloody rage I 
was in its ferment, and wickedly at the same lime^J 
bringing Abel, innocent, and fearing no ill, just tin 
his way, he suggests lo his thoughts such words aaM 



Look you, Cain, see how divine justice concurs with 
your father's rigliteous sentence; see, there is thy 
brother Abel directed by Heaven lo fall into thy hands 
unarmed, unguarded, that thou mayst do thyself jus- 
tice upon hira without fear; see, thou mayst kilt himi 
and, if thou hast a mind to conceal it, no eyes can see, 
nor will the world ever know it, so that no resentment^ 



or revenge upon thee, or thy posterity, can be appre- 
hended, but it may be said some wild beast had rent 
him; nor will any one suggest, that thou, his brother 
and superior, could possibly be the person. 
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Cain, tirepared for tlie fact by his former arowqj 
rage, ana resolulion of revenge, was so much the le4 
prppared to avoid the snare thus artfully contrived 1 
the master of all subtlety, the Devil ; so he imm 
diately runs upon his brother Abel, and, after a littli 
unarmed resistance, the innocent poor man, expectit)] 
no such mischief, was conquered and murdered ; aft4 
which, as is to be supposed, the exasperated crew ^ 
Cain's outrageous race overrun all his family atu 
household, killing man, woman, and child. 

It is objected here, that we have no authority i]|j 
scripture to prove this part of the story ; but I answai ' 
it is not likely but that Abel, as well as Cain, being a 
man's estate long before this, had several children b_ 
their own sisters; for they were the only men in tl^ 
world who were allowed the marrying their own si* 
ters, there being no other women then in the worldt 
and as we never read of any of Abel's posterity, it % 
hkewise as probable they were all murdered, as thi __ 
they should kill Abel only, whose sons might immtt 
diately fall upon Cain for the blood of their father, a 
80 the world have been involved in a civil war as soc 
as there were two families in it. 

But be it BO or not, it is not doubted the Derifl 
wrought with Cain in the horrid murder, or he haL 
never done it ; whether it was directly, or by a^entS|j 
is not material, nor is the latter unlikely ; and, if tbA 
latter, then there is no improbability in the story; foi 
why might not he (hat made use of the serpent to temn 
Eve, be as well supposed to make a tool of some a 
Cain's sons or grandsons to prompt him in the wickej 
attempt of murdering his brother^ and why must \ 
be obliged to bring in a miracle, or an apparition, int4 
the story, to make it probable that the Devil had ao^ 
hand in it, when it was so natural to a degenerate raq| 
to act in such a manner 1 

However it was, and by whatever tool the Devj 
wrought, it is certain that this was the conseqiienc* 
poor Abel was butchered ; and thus the Devil mado § 
second conquest in God's creation ; for Adam was now,* 
as may be said, really childless ; for his two sons were 
tlius far lost, Abel was killed, and Cain was curst, and 
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driven out from the presence of the Lord, and his race 
blasted with him. 

It would be aH useful inquiry hero, and worthy otir- 
giving an account of, could we come to a certainty in 
it; namely, what was the mark that God set «po» 
Cain, by which he was kept from being fallen upon by 
Abel's friends or relations? but as this does not belong 
to the Devil's history, and it was God's mark, not thb 
Devil's, I have noihiug to do with it here. 

The Devil had now gained his point; the kingdom 
of grace, so newly erected, had been as it were extinct 
without a new creation, had not Adam and Eve been 
alive, and had not Eve, though now one hundred and 
thirty years of age, been a breeding young lady ; for we 
must suppose the women, in that state of longevity, 
bare children till they were seven or eight hundred 
years old. This teeming of Eve peopled not the world 
so much as it restored the blessed race ; for, though 
Abe! was killed, Cain had a numerous offspring pre- 
sently, which, had Seth (Adam's third son) never been 
born, would soon have replenished the world with 
people, such as they were ; the seed of a murderer, 
cursed of God, branded with a mark of infamy, and 
who afterwards fell all together in the universal ruin 
of the race by the deluge. 

But after the murder of Abel, Adam had another 
son born, namely, Seth, the father of Enos, and indeed 
the father of the holy race ; for during his time and 
his son Enos, the text says, that men began to call on 
the name of the Lord ; that is to say, they began to 
look back upon Cain and his wicked race ; and, being 
convinced of the wickedness they had committed, and 
led their whole posterity into, they began to sue to 
Heaven for pardon of what was past, and to lead a 
new sort of life. 

But the Devil had met with too much success in his 
first attempts, not to go on with his general resolution 
of debauching the minds of men, and bringing them off 
from God; and therefore, as he kept his hold upon 
Cain's cursed race, embroiled already in blood and 
murder; so he proceeded with his degenerate offspring, 
till, in a word, he brought both the holy seed, and the 
lerate race, to joiu In one universal consent of 
9 
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I, and to go on in it willi snch aggravaling cir- 

[Qstances, as that it repented the Ix)rd that he had 

pade maD, and he resolved to overwhelm them again 

pith a general destruction, and cle^ir the world of 

Toem. 

. The succession of blood in the royal original line of 
'Adam is preserved in the sacred histories, and brought 
down as low as Noah and his three sons, for a con- 
tinued series of fourteen hundred and fifty years, say 
I some, sixteen hundred and forty say others ; in which 

^^^H^me sin spread itself so generally through the whole 
^^^^fetce, and the sons of God, so the scripture calls the 
^^^^Men of the righteous seed, the pri^eny of Seth, came 
^^^^m unto the daughters of men, that is, joined them- 
I selves to the cursed race of Cain, and married promis' 

cuously with ihera, according to their fahcies, the 
women, it seems, being beautiful and tempting; and 
though the Devil could not make the women hand- 
some or ugly in one or other families, yet he might 
work up the gust of wicked inclination on either side, 
I BO as to make both the men and the women tempting 

^^^^and agreeable to one another, where they ought not 
^^^K|o have been so; and perhaps, as it is often seen t» 
^^^pthis day, the more tempting for being under legal 
^^^ ^restraint. 

f It is objected here, that we do not find in the scrip- 

ture, that the men and women of either race were at 
I that time forbidden intermarrying with one another; 

I and it is true, that literally it is not forbid. But if we 

. did not searcii rather to make doubts thEin to explain 

L them, we might suppose it was forbidden by some par- 

ticular command at that time ; seeing we may rea- 
sonably allow every thing to be forbidden, which they 
are taxed with a crime in committing ; and as the son» 
of God taking them wives, as they thought fit to 
choose, though from among the daughters of the 
' cursed race, is there charged upon them as a general 

J depravation, aud a great crime, and for which it is 

I said, God even repented that he had made them, we 

^^^HiBeed go no further to satisfy ourselves, that it was 
^^^fpertainly forbidden. 

^^^^v- Satan, no doubt, too, had a hand in this wicked- 
^^^Hpess; for as it wns his business to prompt 
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'ytliiiig which God had prohibited, so the reason 
given why the men of those days did this thing was, 
they saw the daughters of men, that is, of the wicked 
race, or forbidden sort, were fair ; lie terapted them by 
the lust of the eye; in a word ihc ladies were beau- 
tiful and agreeable, and the Devil knew how to 
make use of the allnrement; the men liked and took 
them by the mere direction of their fancy and appe- 
tite; without regarding the supreme prohibition : They 
took them wives of all which they chose, or such as 
they liked to choose. 

But the text adds, that this promiscuous generatioa 
went farther than the mere outward crime of it ; for it 
shoived that the wickedncsa of the heart of man was 
great before God, and that he resented it. In shorL 
God perceived a degeneracy or defect of virtue had 
seized upon the whole race; that there was a general 
corruption of manners, a depravity of nature upon 
them ; that even the holy seed was tainted with it ; that 
the Devil had broken in upon them, and prevailed to a 
great degree ; that not only the practice of the age was 
corrupt, for that God could easily have restrained, but 
that the very heart of man was debauched, his desires 
wholly vitiated, and his senses engaged in it; so that, 
in a word, it became necessary to show the divine dis- 
pleasure, not in the ordinary manner, by judgment and 
reproofs of such kind aa usiialiy reclaim men, but by a 
general destruction to sweep them away, clear the earth 
of them, and put an end to the wickedness at once, 
removing the offence and the offenders all logelher; 
this is signified at large, Gen. vi. 5. "God saw that 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil conlinually." And again, ver. U, 13. 
" The earth also was corrupt before God ; and the 
earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon 
the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh 
had corrupted his way upon the earth." 

It must be confessed it was a strange conquest the 
Devil had made in the antedihivian world, that he 
had, as I may say, brought the whole race of man- 
kind into a general revolt from God. Noah was indeed 
a preacher of righteousness, and he had preached abou> 
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five hundred years to as little purpose as most of the 
good ministers ever did ; for we do not read there waa 
one man converted by him, or at least not one of Uiem 
left ; for that at the deluge there was either none of 
them ahve, or none spared but Noah and his tliree 
sons, and their wives ■ and even they are (it is evident) 
recorded, not so much to be saved for their own good- 
ness, but because they were his sons: nay, without 
breach of charity we may conclude, that at least one 
went to the Devil even of those three; namely, Ham 
or Cham, for triumphing in a brutal maunci over his 
father's drunkenness; for we find the special curse 
reached to him and his posterity for many ages; and 
whether it went no farther than the present slate of 
life with them, we cannot tell. 

We will suppose now, that through this whole fificea 
hundred years, the Devil, having so effectually de- 
bauched mankind, had advanced his infernal kingdom 
to a prodigious height ; for the text says, the whole earth 
■was filled with violence : in a word, blood, murder, 
rape, robbery, oppression and injustice, prevailed 
everywhere ; and man, like the wild bear in the fore5t|, . 
lived by prey, biting and devouring one another. 

At this time Noah begins to preach a new doctrin 
to them ; for as he had before been a preacher 6 
righteousness, now he becomes a pugacher of ven- 
geance ; first he tells them they shall be all over- 
whelmed with a deluge, that for their sins God 
repented Ihey were made, and that he would destros: 
them all ; adding, that to prevent the rniu of himsel| 
and family, he resolved to build him a ship to har 
recourse to when the water should come over the r 
of the world. 

What jesting, what scorn, what contempt, did this 
work expose the good old man to for above one hun- 
dred years? for so long the work was building, as 
ancient authors say. Let us represent to ourselves in 
the most lively manner how the witty world at that 
time behaved to poor old Noah ; how they took their 
evening walks to see what he was doing, and passed 
their judgment upon it, and upon the progress of it; I 
say, to represent this to ourselves, we need go uo far- 
iber thstn to oof own witticisms upon religion, aad 
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upon the most solemn mysleries of divine worship; 
how we damn the serious for enthusiasts, think the 
grave mad, and the sober melanr.holy; call rehgion 
itself jio/tu and hyim ; make the devout ignorant, the 
divine mercenary, and the whole scheme of divinity a 
frame of priestcraft ; and thus no doubt the building 
an ark or boat, or whatever they called it, to float over 
the mountains, and dance over the plains, what could 
it be but a religious frenzy, and the man that so busied 
himself, a lunatic 7 and all this in an age when divine 
things came by immediate revelation into the minds 
of men ! The Devil must iherefore have made a 
strange conquest upon mankind to obliterate all the 
reverence which but a little before was so strangely 
impressed upon ihera concerning their Maker. 

This was certainly the height of the Devil's king- 
dom, and we shall never find him arrive to such a 
pitch again ; he was then truly and literally the uni- 
versal monarch, nay, the god of this world ; and, as 
all tyrants do, he governs them wiih an arbiirary, 
absolute sway; and had not God thought fit to give 
him a writ of ejectment, and afterwards drown him 
out of possession, I know not what would have beeaa 
the case: he mi^ht have kept his hold, for aught I J 
know, tilt Ihe seed of the woman came to bruise hisi 
head, that is to say, cripple his government, dethrone 1 
him, and depose his power, as has been fulfilled in the J 
Messiah, ] 

But as he was, I say, drowned out of ihe world, htel 
kingdom for the present was at an end ; at least, if hoifl 
had a dominion, he had no subjects; and as the cre-ff 
«tion was in a manner renewed, so the Devil had alll 
his work to do over again- Unhappy man ! how has J 
he, by his weak resistance, made the Devil's recover- J 
ing his hold loo easy to him, and given him all thai 
advantages, except as before excepted, which he hadi 
before!; Now whither he retired in the mean time,, 
and how he got footing again after Noah and his fam- 
ily were landed upon the new surface, that we come J 
fiext to inquire. 

9» 
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CHAPTEK X. 

}/ the DeviVs second kingdom, and kmc he got foa 
J ui^ in the renewed world by his victory over Nod 



The story of Noah, his building the ark, his erf 

rking himself and all nature's stock for a new woth| 
on board it, the long voyage they took, and the bay 
weather they met with, though it would embellish thwl 
work very well, and come in very miich to the put- 
pose in this place; yet as it does not belong to tini 
Devil's story, for I cannot prove what some suggest^ 
namely, that he was In the ark among the rest ; ' 
for that reason I must omit it. 

And now having mentioned Satan's being in tho^ 
ark ; as I say, I cannot prove it, so there are, I thin^i 
some good reasons to believe he was not there : first^ 
I know no business be bad there ; secondly, we read 
of no mischief done there; and these joined together 
make me conclude he was absent; the last I chiefly 
insist upon, that we read of no mischief done there ; 
which, if he had been in the ark, would certainly have 
happened ; and therefore I suppose rather, that when 
he saw his kingdom dissolved, Tiis subjects all ingulfed 
in an inevitable ruin and desolation, a sight suitable 
enough to him, except as it might unking him for a 
time ; I say, when he saw this, he took care to speed 
himself away as well as he could, and make his 
retreat to a place of safety; where that was, is no 
more difficult lo us, than it was to him. 

It is suggested, that as he is prince of the power of 
the air, he retired only into that region. It is most 
rational to suppose he went no farther on many 
accounts, of which I shall speak by-and-by. Here he 
staid hovering in the earth's atmosphere, as he has 
often done since, and perhaps now does; or, if the 
atmosphere of this globe was affected by the indraught 
of the absorption, as some think, then he kept himself 
upoo the watch, to sm what th« event of tim nmvf 
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phenomenon would be; and this watch, wherever f 
was, I doubt not, was as near the earth as he could 
place himself, perhaps in the atmosphere of the mooita 
or, in a word, Ihe next place of retreat he could find..T 

From hence I took upon tne to insist, that Satan hta 
not a more certain knowledge of events than we ; ' 
say, he has not a more certain knowledge; that I 
may be able to make stronger conjectures, and mor«9 
rational conchisions from that he sees, I will not denyj I 
and that which he most omdoes us in is, that he se«ft| 
more to conclude from than we can ; but I am satisfit 
he knows nothing of futurity more than we can see by 
observation and inference; nor, for esample, did hilfl 
know wliclher God would re-people the world anj™ 
more or no. 

I must therefore allow, that he only waited to s 
what would be the event of this strange eruption of J 
Water: and what God proposed to do with the arSj 
tnd all that was in it. 

Some philosophers tell us, besides what I hinlei 
above, that the Devil could have no retreat in tlM 
earth's atmosphere; for that the air being wholly con-' 
densed into water, and hating continually poured 1 
down its streams to deluge the earth, that body waa j 
become so small, and had suffered such convulsions, 1 
that there was but just enough air left to surround the 
water, or as might serve by its pressure to preserve 
Ihe natural position of things, and sujfply the creatures 
in the ark with a part to breathe in. 

The atmosphere indeed might suffer some strange 
and unnatural motions at that time, but not (1 believe) 
to that degree; however, I will not affirm, that there 
could be room in it, or is now, for the Devil, much less 
for ail ihe numberless legions of Satan's host ; but there 
was, and now certainly is, sufficient space to receive 
him, and a sufficient body of his troops for the business 
he had for them at that time, and that is enough to 
the purpose ; or if the earth's atmosphere did suffer 
any particular convulsion on that occasion, he might 
make his retreat to the atmosphere of the moon, or of 
Mars, or of Venus, or of any of the other planets ; or Ic 
any other place; for he that is prince of the air could 
act want ratrcats in such a can, from whenc« I 
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jgbt watch for ihe issue of things; certainly he did I 
not go far, because his business lay here, and he neveif I 
goes out of hia way of doing mischief. 

la particular, his more than ordinary concern was, I 
to see what would become of the ark. He was wisal 
enough, doubtless, to see, that God, who had directed I 
its making, nay, even the very structure of it, would 1 
certainly take care of it, preserve it upon the water, I 
and bring It to some place of safely or other ; thougit I 
where it should be, the Devil with all his cunning I 
could not resolve, whether on Ihe same surface, the 'I 
waters drawing off, or in any other created, or to be J 
created place; and this state of uncertainty being evi-i 
dently his case, and which proves his ignorance of 1 
futurity, it was his busitiess, I say, to watch with tha I 
utmost vigilance for the event. 

If the ark was, (as Mr. Burnet thinks,) guided by 1 
two angels, they not only held it from foundering, or I 
being swallowed up, in the water, but certainly kept I 
the waters calm about it, especially when the Lord'i 
brought a strong wmd to blow over the whole globe, i 
which, by the way, was the first, and, I suppose, thea 
only universal storm that ever blew; for to be sure^ Hi 
blew over the whole surface at once ; I say, if it wa» J 
thus guided, to be sure the Devil saw it, and that with 1 
envy and regret, that he could do it no injury ; for, 4 
doubtless, had it been in the Devil's power, as God had 1 
drowned the whole race of man, except what was inl 
the ark, he would have taken care to have despatched! 
them too, and so made an end of the creation at once;' 
but either he was not empowered to go to the ark, < 
it was so well guarded by angels, that when he carnal 
near it, he could do it no harm ; so it rested at lenglh,r 
the waters abating, on the mountains of Ararat in At-M 
menia, or somewhere else that way, and where theyl 
say a piece of the keel is remaining to this day; of^ 

which, however, with Dr. , I say, I believe not ' 

one word. 

The ark being safe landed, it is reasonable to believe 
Noah prepared to go on shore, as the seamen call it, 
as soon as the dry land began to appear ; and here you 
must allow me to suppose Satan, though himself 
clothed with a cloud, so as not to be seen, -Axms 
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lediately, and, perching on the roof, saw all I 
.veii-kept household safely landed, and all the hctSt 
living creatures dispersing Ujemselves down tHa 
[es of the monntains, as the search of their food, r 
ler proper occasionSj directed tbem. 
This sigitt was enough; Satan was at no loss i 
iclude from Iience, that the design of God was 1 
!ople the world by the way of ordinary generatioiS 
im the posterity of these eight personSj without cr^ 
ing any new species. 
Tery well, says the Devil ; then my advantage ov«| 
them, by the snare 1 laid for poor Eve, is good stllu 
and I am now just where I was after Adam's expuH 
sion from the garden, and when I had Cain, and bff 
race, to go to work with ; for here is the old expungM 
corrupted race still : as Cain was the object then, ! 
^Toah is my man now ; and if 1 do not master him oM 
ay or another, 1 am mistaken in my mark. Pard j 

for making a speech for the Devil. 

Noah, big with a sense of his late condition, aO^ 

hile the wonders of the deluge were fresh in tuj 

lind, spent his first days in the ecstasies of his soud 

giving thanks, and praising the power that had bed 

his protection in and ihrongh the flood of waters, aiu 

which had in so miraculous a manner safely landM 

him on the surface of the newly discovered land ; 

the text tells us, as one of the first things he was eifj 

in, he built an altar nnto the Lord, and offep' 

tiurnt-offerings upon the altar. Gen. viii. 20. 
' While Noah was thus employed, he was safe, I 
!vil himself could nowhere break in upon him; 
fe may suppose very reasonably, as he found the o 
ather invulnerable, he left him for some years, 

notwithstanding all possible advantages again 
his sioris, and their children ; for now the family begj 
increase, and Noah's sons bad several childreq] 
lelher himself had any more children after the flo( 
not, that we are not arrived to any certainty aboufl 
Among his sons the Devil found Japhet and She^ 
pious, reUgious, and very devout persons ; seri 
fng God daily, after the example of their good ( 
father Noah; and he could make nothing of them, i 
of any of their posterity ; but Ham, the second, 
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according lo some, llie younger son of Noali, had i 
son, who was named Canaan, a loose young profligate 
fellow; his educalion was probably but cursory and 
superficial, his father Ham not being near so religioudTil 
and serious a man as liis brothers Shem and Japheft'fl 
were; and, as Canaan's education was defective, stkr 
he proved, as untaught youth generally do, a wild^'l 
and, in short, a very wicked fellow, and consequeutl^ I 
a fit tool for the Devil to ^o to work with. I 

Noah, a diligent industrious man, being with all hiftl 
family thus planted in the rich fruitful plains of Arme-l 
nia, or wherever you please, let it be near the motinni 
tains of Caucasus or Ararat, went immediately tftV 
work, cultivating and improving the soil, iucreasingl 
his cattle and pastures, sowing corn, and among othettl 
things planted trees for food; and among the frnit-j 
trees he planted vines, of the grapes whereof he mad^ I 
no doubt, as they still in the same country do make,-] 
most excellent wine, rich, luscious, strong, and pleas- 1 
ant. I 

I cannot come into the notion of our critics, who, to I 
excuse Noah from the guilt of what followed, or at I 
least from the censure, tell us, he knew not the strengtti I 
or the nature of wine ; but that gathering the heavy I 
clusters of the grapes, and their own weight crnshingi 
out their balmy juices into his hand, he tasted the I 
tempting liquor; and that, the Devil assisting, ho wail 
charmed wilh the delicious fragrance, and tasted agaii^ 
and again, pressing it out into a bowl, or dish, that hd 
might lake a larger quantity; till at length the headjrl 
froth ascended, and seized his brain ; he became intoxrj 
icate and drunk, not in the least imagining there wati 
any such strength in the juice of that excellent fruit. I 

But to makK out this story, which is indeed veryB 
favorable for Pfoah, but in itself extremely ridiculouflti 
you must necessarily fall into some absurdities, ana' 
beg the question most egregiously in some particular.' 
cases ] which way of arguing will by no means support 
what is suggested ; at first you must suppose there was 
no such thing as wine made liefore the deluge, and . 
that nobody had been ever made drunk with the juice 
of the grape before Noah ; which, I say, is begging the 
guGstioii in the grossest manner. 
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I If the contrary is true, as I see no reason to question: 

II say, it was true, tliat there was wine drank, and 
Sal men were or had been drunk with it before; ihey 

cannot then but suppose, that Noah, who was a wise, 
a great and good man, and a preacher of righteousnei 
both knew of it, and without doubt had, in his preacl 
Ing against their crimes, preached against this amoi. 
ihe rest, upbraided them with it, reproved them for iJ 
Bid exhorted them against it. 

F Again, it is highly probable ihey had grapes grow- 
fng, and consequently wines made from them, in the 
antediluvian world; how else did Noah come by the 
vines which he planted 7 For we are lo suppose, he 
could plant no trees or shrubs, but such as he found 
the roots of in the earth, and which no donbl had be^ 
there before in their highest perfection, and had " 
sequently grown up, and brought forth the sai 
—luscious fniit, before. 

C Besides, as he found the roots of the vines, so he 
Hnderstood what they were, and what fruit they bore, 
Ht else it may be supposed also he would not have 
planted them ; for he planted them for their fniit, as 
he did it in the provision he was making for his sub- 
sistence, and the subsistence of his family; and if he 
did not know what they were, he would not have set 
Epiem; for he was not planting for diversion, but for 
Kiofit. 

K Upon the whole, it seems plain to me, he knew what 
Hke did, as well when he planted the vines, as when he 
Bressed out the grapes; and also, when he drank the 
Klice, that he knew it was wine, was strong, and 
Ifronld make him drunit, if he took enough of it. He 
^■oew that other men had been drunk with such liquor 
^fefore the flood ; and that he had reprehended them 
Hk it; and therefore it was not his ignorauce, but the 
Hievil took him at some advantage, when his appetite 
Bras eager, or he thirsty, and the liquor cooling and 
uleasant; and in short, as Eve said, the serpent be- 
Fguiled her, and she did eat, so the Devil beguiled 
Noah, and he did drink; the temptation was too 
strong for Noah, not the wine ; he knew well enough 
what he did, but, as the drunkards say to this day, it 
'yaa BO good he could not fofbear it. aud so he gJKiil 
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drunk before he was aware ; or, as our ordinary speee 
expresses it, he was overtaken with drink; and T' 
Pool, and other espositors, are partly of the saaj 
mind. 

No sooner was the poor old man conquered, and t 
wine had tightened his head, hut it may he suppose 
he falls off from the chair or bench where he sat, i 
tumbling backward, his clothes, which in Ihose h<fl 
countries were only loose open robes, like the vest 
which the Armenians wear to this day, flying abroa^ 
or the Devil so assisting on purpose to expose him, I 
lay there in a naked indecent posture not fit to b 

In this juncture who should come by but youi 
Canaan I say some; or, as others think, this youOi 
fellow first attacked him by way of kindness, and pr^ 
tended affection; prompted his grandfather to drini" 
on pretence of the wine being good for him, and propj 
for the support of his old age; and siibtly set upoQ^ 
him, drinking also with him ; and so (his head being 
loo strong for the old man's) drank him down, and 
then, devil-like, triumphed over him; boasted of his 
conquest, insulted the body as it were dead, and un- 
covered him on purpose to expose him; and, leaving 
him in that indecent posture, went and made sport 
with it to his father Ham, who in that part, wicked 
like himself, did the same to his brethren, Japhet and 
Shera; but they, like modest and good men, far from 
carrying on the wicked insult on their parent, went 
and covered him, as the Scripture expresses it, and, as 
may be supposed, informed him how he had been 
abused, ana by whom. 

Why else should Noah, when he came to himself, 
show his resentment so much against Canaan bis 
grandson, rather than against Ham his father; and 
whom it is supposed in the story the guilt chiefly lay 
upon ? We see the curse is (as it were) laid wholly 
upon Canaan, the grandson, and not a word of the 
father is mentioned, Gen. ix. 25, 36, 27, "Cursed be 
Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be," Sec. 

That Ham was guilty that is certain from the his- 
tory of fact ; but I cannot but suppose his grandson 
was the occasion of it; and in this case the Deyil 
D have made CanaaD the iustinment or tool to 
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ddude Noah, and draw him in to dninltenness, as lia 
made the serpent the tool to beguile Eve, and draw 
her into disobedience. 

Possibly Canaan might do it without design at first, 
biit might he brought in to ridicule, and make a jest 
of, the old patriarch afterward, as is loo frequent since 
in the practice of our days; bull rather believe he did 
it really with a wicked design, and on purpose to ex- 
pose and insult his reverend old parent ; and this 
seems more like too, because of ilie great bitlernesa 
with which Noah resented it after he came to be in- 
formed of it. 

But be that as it will, the Devil certainly made a 
great conquest here, and, as to outward appearance, 
no less than that which he gained before over Adam ; 
nor did the Devil's victory consist barely iu his hav- 
ing drawn in the only righteous man of the whole 
antediluvian world, and so beginning or initiating the 
new young progeny with a crime; but here was the 
great oracle silenced at once; the preaclier of righlG-, 
ousness, for such no doubt he would have been to the 
new world, as he was to the old, I say, the preacher 
was turned out of office, or his mouth stopt, which was 
worse; nay, it was a stopping of his month in the 
worst kind, far worse than stopping his breath ; for 
had he died, the office had descended to his sons Shem 
and Japhct ; but he was dead to the office of an in- 
structor, though alive as to his being ; for of what 
force could his preachings be, who Itad thus fallen him- 
self into the most ahameful and beastly excess? 

Besides, some are of the opinion, though I hope 
without ground, that Noah was not only overtaken 
once in his drink, hut that, being fallen into thai sin,, 
it became habitual, and he cnntiuued in it a great 
while; and that it was this which is the meaning of 
his being uncovered in his tent, and that his son saw 
his nakedness; that is, he continually exposed himself 
for a long time, an hundred years, say they : and that 
his son Ham, and his grandson Canaan, having drawn 
him into it, kept him in it, encouraged and prompted 
it, and all the while, Satan still prompting them, joined 
their scoffs and contempt of him, with their wicked 
10 
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mdeavois to promotfi the wickediiesa ; and both wil 

a much success as the Devil himself could wish for. 

Then, as for his two sons modestly and decently 

f covering their father, they tell us, that represents Shem 

' and Japhet applying themselves in an humble and 

t dnlifiil manner to their father, to inlreat and beseech 

1 him to consider his ancient glory, his own pious exhor- 

■ italiuns to the late drowned world, and to consider the 

Fsffence which he gave by his evil courses to God, and 

1 the scandal to his whole family; and also that they 

*re brought in efleclually prevailing upon him; and 

t then Noah cursed the wickedness of Ham's degen- 

■erale race, in testimony of his sincere repentance after 

|.the fact. 

The story is not so very unlikely, as it is certain 
F that it ia not to be proved ; and therefore we had better 
take it as we find it, namejy, for one single act. But 
1 luppose it was so, it is still certain that Noah's preach- 
L jng was sadly interrupted, the energy of his words flat- 
Btened, and the force of his persuasions enervated and 
itbated, by this shameful fall; that he was effectually 
I Mleuced for an instructor ever after. And this was as 
much as the Devil had occasion for; and therefore in- 
deed we read little more of him, except that be lived 
three hnndred and fifty years after the flood; nay, we 
do not so much as read, that he had any more chil- 
dren, but the contrary; nor indeed could Noah have 
any more children, except by his old and perhaps su- 
perannuated wife, whom it was very likely he had had 
four or five hundred years, unless you will suppose he 
was allowed to marry some of his own progeny, 
daughters or grand-danghters, which we do not sup- 
. pose was allowed, no not to Adam himself. 

This was certainly a master-piece of the Devil's pol- 
Ey, and a fatal instance of his nnhappy diligence; 
Lamely, that the door of the ark was no sooner open, 
" and the face of the world hardly dry from the univer- 
sal destruction of mankind, but be was at work among 
them; and that not only to form a general defection 
among the race, upon the foot of the original taint of 
nature, but like a bold Devil he strikes at the very 
toot, and flies at the next general representative of 
- mankind, attacks the head of the family, that in UuK 
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Tniscarriage the rise and progress of a reformation of 
Ihe new world should receive an early checic, and 
should be at once prevented; I say, like a bold devil, 
he strikes at the root ; and aias ! poor unhappy Noah t 
he proved too weak for him; Satan prevailed in his 
very first attempt and got the victory over him at 
oace. 

Noah thus overcome, and Satan's conqiiest carried 
on to the nimost of his own wishes, the Devil had little 
more to do in the world for some ages, than to carry 
on all universal degeneracy among mankind, and to 
finish it by a like diligent application, in delnding the 
generality of the race, and them as they came on grad- 
ually into life ; this he found the less diificiili, becanse I 
of the first defection which spread like a contagion iipoa I 
the earth immediately after. I 

The first evidence we have of his success in this I 
mischievous design was in the building that great sCtl- 1 
pendous staircase, for such it seems it was intended, 
called Babel, which, if the whole world had not been 1 
drunk, or otherwise infatuated, they would never have J 
undertaken ; even Satan himself could never havfe pre- | 
vailed with them to undertake such a preposterous f 
piece of work, for it had neither end or means, possl- j 
biljty or probability in it. 

I must confess I am sometimes apt to vindicate our I 
old ancestors, in my thoughts, from the charge itself, f 
as we generally understand it ; namely, that they really I 
designed to build a tower which should reach np to I 
heaven, or that it should secure them in case of f 
another flood ; and Father Casaubon is of my opinion. 
Whether I am of his or no, is a question by itself. I 
His opinion is, that the confusion was nothing but ei J 
breach among the undertakers and directors of (he I 
work ; and that the building was designed chiefly for-l 
a storehouse for provisions, in case of a second deluge, 
As to their notion of its reaching up to heaven, he 
takes the expression to be allegorical rather than literal, 
and only to mean that it should be exceeding high. 
Perhaps they might not be astronomers enougii to 
measure the distance of space between the earth and 
heaven, as we pretend to do now ; but as Noah was then 

jje, and as we believe all his three sons were so too., 
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^^^Hbey were able to liave informed them how absurd it 
^^^^Kas to suppose eithei the one or the other; namely, 
^^^^K that they could build up Co heaven; or, 2, that 
^^^^Hey could build firm enongti to resist, or high enough 
^^^^■t» overtop the waters, supposing such another dood 
^^^Hliould happen. 1 would rather think it was only that 
^^^^^hey intended to build a most glorious and magnificent 
I city, where they might all inhabit together ; and that 

this tower was to be built for ornament, and also for 
strength, or as above, and for a storehouse to lay up 
jVast magazines of provisions, in case of extraordinary 
Dods, or other events, the city being built in a great 
lain, namely, the plains of 8hinar, near the river 
lUpb rates. 

But the story, as it is recorded, suits better with 
itan's measures at that time; and as he was from 
beginning prompting them to everything that was 
mtrary to the happiness of man, so the more pre- 
posterous it was, and the more inconsistent with com- 
mon sense, the more to his purpose; and it showed 
the more what a complete conquest he had gained 
over the reason as well as the religion of mankind at 
that time. 

Again, it is evident in this case, they were not only 

acting contrary to the nature of things, but contrary to 

the design and to the command of heaven ; for God's 

command was, that they should replenish the earth, 

that is, that they should spread their habitations over it, 

^^^^Jlnd people the whole globe ; whereas they were pitch- 

^^Bfing in one place, as if they were not to multiply suf- 

^^^^ncient to take np any more. 

^^^^ But what cared the Devil for that? or, to put it a 

^^^^ little handsomer, that was what Satan aimed at; for 

it was enough to him, to bring mankind to act just 

contrary to what heaven had directed or commanded 

I them in anything, and if possible, in everything. 

. But God himself put a stop to this foolish piece of 
work ; and it was time indeed to do so, for a madder 
thing the Devil himself never proposed to them ; I say, 
'■God himself put a stop to this new undertaking, and 
""sappointed the Devil; and how was it done! Not 
judgment and anger, as perhaps the Devil ejipecled, 
but as pitying the simplicity of thjt 
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dMsming crealiire man, he confused iheir speech, M J 
as some say, divided and confused their counsels, so 
that they could not agree with one another; which 
would be the same thing as not lo understand one 
another; or he put a new Shibboleth upon their 
tongues, thereby separating them into tribes or families, j 
for by this every family found themselves under a I 
necessity of keeping together; and Ihls naturally in- i 
creased that difTerenl jargon of langnage, for at first it i 
might be no more. I 

What a confusion this was to them we all know, by , 
their being obliged to leave off their building, and im- i 
mediately separating one from another; but what a I 
surprise it was to the old serpent, that remains to be 
considered of, for indeed it belongs to his history. i 

Satan had never met with any disappointment in all j 
his wicked attempts till now; for first, he succeeded ] 
even to triumph upon Eve, he did the like upon Cain, 
and, in short, upon the whole world, one man (Noah) 
excepted; when he blended the sons of God, and the 
daughters of hell, for so the word is understood, 
together, in promiscuous vohiptuous hving as well as 
generation. 

As 10 the deluge, authors are not agreed whether it 
was a disappointment to the Devil or no; it might be 
indeed a surprise to him; for though NoaU had I 
preached of it for an hundred years together ; yet, as | 
he (Satan) daily prompted the people not to heed or I 
believe what that old fellow Noah said to them,'and | 
to ridicule his whimsical building a monstrous tub to I 
swim or float in, when the said deluge should como: J 
80 1 am of the opinion he did not believe it himself, and j 
am positive he could not foresee it, by any insight into I 
futurity that he was master of I 

It is true the astronomers tell us, there was a very 1 
terrible comet seen in the air ; that it appeared for one J 
hundred and eighty days before the flood continually; \ 
and that as it approached nearer and nearer every day I 
all the while, so that at last it burst and fell down in a ] 
continual spout or stream of water, being of a watery i 
substance, and the quantity so great, that it was forty j 
days a falling ; so thai this comet not only foretold the J 

J i^^ J 
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deluge or drowning of ilie carlh, but actually 
formed it, and drowned it from itself. 

But to leave this tale to tliein that told it, let 
consider the Devil, surprised, and a Utile amazed, 
the absorption or inundaiiou, or whatever we are to 
it, of the earth in the deluge; not, I say, that he 
much concerned at it, perhaps just the contrary 
if God would drown it again, and as often as \t6 
thougbt fit, I do not see by anything I meet with 
Satan's history, or in the nature of him, that he would 
be at all disturbed at it; all that I can see in it, that 
could give Satan any concern, would be, that all 
favorites were gone, and he had his work to do 01 
again, to lay a foundation for a new conquest in 
generation that was to come. But in this his pros| 
was fair enough; for why should he be discouragea, 
when he had now eight people to work upon, who met 
with such success when he had but two^ And why 
should he question breaking In now, where nature was 
already vitiated and corrupted, when he had before 
conquered the same nature, when in its primitive rec- 
titude and purity, just come out of the hands of its 
maker, and fortified with llie awe of his high and 
solemn command just given them, and the threatening 
of death also annexed to it, if broken 1 

But I go back to the affair of Itabel, this confusion 
of language, or of counsels, take it which way you 
will, as the first disappointment that I find the Devi! 
met with, in all his attempts and praolices "upon man- 
kind, or upon the new creature, which I mentioned 
above; for now he foresaw what would follow; 
namely, that the people would separate and spread 
themselves over the whole surface of the earth, and a 
thousand new scenes of actions would appear, in which 
he therefore prepares himself to behave as lie should 
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How the Devil learned to speak all the languages 
th'at were now to be used, and how many languages 
they were, the several ancient writers of the Devil's 
story have not yet determined; some tell us they w( 
divided only into fifteen, some into seventy-two, othi 
into one hundred and eighty, and others again 
asveral thouMndf. 
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also remains a doubt with rae, and, I suppose, 
■will be so witK otliers also, whelher Satan has yet 
found out a method lo converse with mankind, with- 
out the help of language and words, or not; seeing 
man has no other medium of conversing, no not wiUi 
himself. This I have not time to enter upon here; 
however, this seems plain to me ; namely, that llie 
Devil soon learned to make mankind und-^rstand him, 
whatever language he spoke ; and no doubt but he 
found ways and means to understand them, whatever 
language they spoke. 

After the confusion of languages, the people neces- 
sarily sorted themselves into families and tribes, every 
family understanding tlieir own particular speech, ana 
that only; and these families multiplying grew into 
nations; and thosa nations, wanting room, and seeking 
out habitations, wandered some this way, some that, 
till tliey found out countries respectively proper for 
their settling; and there they became a kingdom, 
spreading and possessing stilt more and more land as 
tlieir people increased, till at last the whole earth wa» 
scarce big enough for them. This presented Satan 
with an opportunity to break in upon their morals 
at another door, namely, their pride; for men being 
naturally proud and envious, nations and tribes 
began to jostle with one another for room ; either one 
nation enjoyed better accommodation, or had a belter 
soil, or a more favorable climate, than another; and 
these, being numerous and strong, thrust the other 
out, and encroached upon their land ; the other, liking 
their situation, prepare for their defence ; and so began 
oppression, invasion, war, battle and blood ; Satan all 
the while beating the drums, and his attendants clap- 
ping their hands as men do when they set dogs upon 
one another. 

The bringing mankind thus to war and confusion, 
as it was the first game the Devil played after the 
confounding of languages, and divisions at Babel, so it 
was a conquest upon mankind, purely devilish, born 
from hell, and so exactly tinctured with Satan's orig- 
inal sin, ambition, that it really transformed men into 
mere devils; for when is man transformed into the 
Twry unaga of Satan himself, when is he tnrued into 
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■ mere devil, if it is not when he is fighting with hi 
fellow creatures, and dipping lits hands in the bloo^' 
of his own kind? Let his picture be considered, tiiH: 
fire of hell flames or sparltles in his eyes; a voracioi 
grin sits upon his countenance ; rage and fur/ disioitj 
the tnuscles of his face ; his passions agitate his whow] 
body; and he is metamorphosed from a comely beaiiH 
ons angelic creature, into a fury, a satyr, a terrible an 
frightful monster, nay, into a devil ; for Satan himselj 
is described by the same word which on his veir 
account is changed into a substantive, and the devii 
called furies. 
This sowing (he seeds of strife in the world, 
inging nations to fight and make war upon oi 
tother, would take up a great part of the Devil's hii 
tory, and abundance of extraordinary things ^ 
occur in relating the particulars; for there have 
very great conflagrations kindled in the world by ll 
artifice of hell, under this head, namely, of makii _ 
war; in which it has been the Devil's master-plec^j 
and he has indeed shown himself a workman in ik,i 
that he has wheedled mankind into strange, nnnatiiral 
notions of things, in order to propagate and support 
the fighting principle in the world ; such as laws of 
war, fair fighting, behaving like men of honor, fightini 
at the last drop; and the Uke, by which killing ai 
murdering is understood to be justifiable. Virtue, ai 
a true greatness in spirit, is rated now by rules whii 
God never appointed; and the standard of honor 
quite different from that of reason, and of nature. 
Bravery is denominated not from a fearless undaunted 
spirit in the just defence of life and liberty, but from a 
daring defiance of God and man, fighting, killing, and 
treading under foot his fellow-creatures, at the ordi 
nary command of the officer, whether it be right 
wrong, and whether it be in a just defence of life, and 
our country's life, that is, liberty, or whether it be for 
the support of injury and oppression. 

A prudent avoiding causeless quarrels is called 
cowardice, and to take an aff'ront, baseness and mean- 
ness of spirit ; to refuse fighting, and putting life at 
cast on the point of a sword, a practice forbid by tl 
laws of Cod, and of all good government, is yet call< 
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cowardice ; and a man is bound to die diielliDg, or liv« I 
and be laughed at. 

But thus has Satan abused the reason of man ; and I 
if a man does me the greatest injury in the world, I f 
must do myself justice upon him, by venturing my life | 
upon an even lay with him, and must fight him npoaJ 
equal hazard, in which the injured person is as ol'ieB-l 
killed as the person offering the injury. But llili I 
itideed is the reasoning which the Uevil has brouglftl 
mankind to at this day : but to go back to the subject M 
namely, Ihe Devil bringing the nations to fall out, and] 
to quarrel for room in the world, and so to fight i 
order to dispossess one another of their settlementa. 
This" began at a time when certainly there 
places enough in the world for every one to choose in^fl 
and therefore the Devil, not the want of elbow-rooia, I 
roust be the occasion of it; and it is carried on evecfl 
since, as apparently, from the same interest, and hfm 
the same original. ■ 

But we shall meet with this part again very often ia I 
the Devil's story, and aa we bring him farther on in I 
the management of mankind : 1 therefore lay it by for ■ 
the present, and come to the next steps the Devil took 
with mankind after the confusion of languages; and 
this was in the aS'air of worship. It does not appear 
yet, that ever the Devil was so bold, as either, 

1. To set himself up to be worshipped as a God ; or, 
which was still worse, 

2. To persuade man to believe there was no God at J 
all to worsiiip. 

Both these are introduced since the deluge, one 1 
indeed by the Devil, who soon found means to set 
himself up for a god in many parts of the world, and j 
holds it to this day; but the last ia brought in by the I 
invention of man, in which, it must be confessed, mail I 
has out-sinned the Devil ; for, to do Satan justice, ho J 
never thought it could ever pass upon mankind, of ( 
that anything so gross would go down with thera ; so , 
that, in short, these modern casuists, in the reach of 

r days, have, I say, out-sinued the Devil. 

* i then both these are modern inventions, Satan 
I on gradually; and, being to work upon human 
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nature by stratngem, nol by force, it would have beis^l 

loo gross lo have set himself up as an object of woiCl 
ship at first; it was to be done step by step; for eK-f 
ample : 

1. It was stifTicicnt lo bring mankind to a neglect of I 
God, to worship him by halves, and give Utile or nO'l 
regard lo his taws, and so grow loose and immoral, tt I 
direct contradiction to his commands; ihis would n<K| 
go down with them at first; so the Devil went oik] 
gradually. 

2. From a negligence in worshipping the true Got 
he by degrees introduced the worship of false goc' 
to introduce this, he began with the sun, moon, am 
stars, called in the holy text the host of heaven ;*lhei 
had greater majesty upon them, and spemed fitter 1^ 
command the homage of mankind ; so it was not tbkfl 
hardest thing in the world to bring men, when thef I 
had once forgotten the true God, to embrace the woi^ i 
ship of such gods as those. ■ f 

3. Having thus debauched their principles in wor-i 
ship, and led them from the true and only object of I 
worship lo a false, it was the easier to carry them on ; 
in a few gradations more he brought them to down- 
right idolatry ; and even in that idolatry he proceeded 
gradually too; for he began with awful names, such 
as were venerable in the thoughts of men, as Baal or J 
Bel, which, in the Chaldaic and Hebrew, signifies lord ■ 
or sovereign, or mighty and magnificent ; and thifrV 
was therefore a name ascribed at first lo the true! 
God; but afterwards they descended to make images 
and figures to represent him, and then they were called 
by the same name, as Baal, Baalim, and afterwards 
Bel; from which, by an hellish degeneracy, Satan 
brought mankind to adore every block of their own 
hewing, and to worshipping slocks, stones, monsters, 
hobgoblins, and every sordid frightful thing, and at 
last the Devil himself. J 

What notions some people may entertain of the foF*-! 
wardness of the first ages of the world to nin int« 
idolatry, I do not inquire here ; I know they tell ub ' 
strange things, of its being ihe product of mere nature, 
one remove from its primitive state; but I, who pr* 
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,d to have so critically inquired into Satan's history^ 1 
can assure yon, and that from very good authority^ I 
that the Devil did not find it so easy a task to obliteM | 
ate the knowledge of the true God in the minds and | 
consciences of men, as those people suggest. I 

It is trae he carried things a great length under tha I 
patriarchal government of the Hrst ages; but still ho f 
was sixteen hundred years bringing it to pass: and I 
though we have reason to believe the old world, befora I 
the flood, was arrived to a very great height of wicfc- I 
edness; and Ovid very nobly describes it by ihe wai I 
of tiie Titans against Jupiter; yet we do not read that J 
ever Satan was come to such a length as lo bring thcok I 
to idolatry: indeed wa do read of wars carried on J 
among them, whether it was one nation againrtl 
another, or only personal, we cannot tell: hut thsj 
world seemed to be swallowed up in a life of wicked-1 
□ess, that is to say, of luxury aud lewdness, rapinafl 
and violence; and there were giants among Ihera, aticll 
men of renown, that is to say, men famed for theipl 
mighty valor, great actions of war, we may suppose,* 
and their strength, who personally opposed otherbl 
We read of no considerable wars indeed ; but it is nolf 
to be doubted but there were such wars ; or else it isf 
to be understood that they lived (in common) a life I 
somewhat like the brutes, the strong devouring the 
weak ; for the texts say, the whole earth was filled 
with violence, hunting and tearing one another in 
pieces, either for dominion, or for wealth; either for 
ambition, or for avarice, we know not well which. 

Thus far the old antediluvian world went ; and very 
wicked they were, there is no doubt of that; but we 
have reason to believe that was no idolatry ; the Devil 
had not brought them that length yet ; perhaps it 
would soon have followed, but the deluge intervened. 

After the deluge, as I have said, he had all his 
work to do over again, and he went on by the same 
steps; first he brought them to violence and war, then 
to oppression and tyranny, then to neglect of true 
worship, then to false worship, and then idolatry by 
the mere natural consequence of the thing, Wlio 
were the first nation or people that ft'll from Ihe wor- 
ship of the trus God, is something liard to determine; 
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the Devil, who certainly of all God's creatures is 
able to infonn us, having left us nothing upon reci 
upon that subject : but we have reason to believe 
was thus introduced : 

Nimrod was the grandson of Ham, Noah's secoi 
son, the same who was cursed by his father for expt 
ing him in his drunkenness : this Nimrod was the fii 
whom it seems Satan picked out for an hero: here ' 
inspired him with ambitious thoughts, dreams of ei 
pire, and having the govei;nment of all the rest, that 
to say, universal monarchy; the very same bait 
which he Vias played upon the frailty of princes, ai 
ensnared the greatest of them ever since, even from 1: 
most august imperial majesty King Nimrod the first, 
his most Christian majesty Louis XIV., and many 
mighty monarch between. 

When these mighty monarchs and men of fame wei 
off the stage, the world had their memories in estei 
many ages after ; and as their great actions wei 
no otherwise recorded than by oral tradition, and the 
tongues and memories of fallible men, time and lh« 
custom of magnifying the past actions of kings, men 
soon fabled up their histories, Satan assisting, into 
miracle and wonder : hence their names were had ia 
veneration more and more ; statues and bustoes repre- 
senting their persons, and great actions, were set up in 
public places, till from heroes and champions ihey 
made gods of them ; and thus (Satan prompting) the 
world was quickly filled with idols. 

This Nimrod is he, who, according to the received 
opinion, though I do not find Satan's history exactly 
concurring with it, was first called Belus, then Baal, 
and worshipped in most of the easiern countries under 
those names; sometimes with additions of surnames, 
according to the several countries, or people, or towns, 
where he was particularly set up, as !3aal-Peor, Baal- 
Zephon, Baal-Phegor, and in other places plain Baal, 
as Jupiter in afierlimes bad the like additions ; as 
Jupiler Ammon, Jupiler Capitolinus, Jupiter Pistor, 
Jupiler Feretrius, and about ten or twelve Jupiters 
^lore. ^ 

|l must acknowledge that I think it was a masl 
i of hell, to bring the world to idolatry so s( 
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after they had had such an emineot example of tha 
infinite power of the true God, as was seen in the 
deluge, and particularly in the escape of Noah in the 
ark ; to bring them (even before Noah or his sons were 
dead) to forget wliose hand it was, and give the 
homage of the world to a name, and that a name 
of a mortal man dead and rotten, who was famous 
for nothing when be was alive, but blood and 
war; I say, to bring the world to set up this nothing, 
this mere name, nay, the very image and picture of 
him, for a God ! It was first a mark of prodigious 
stupidity in the whole race of men, a monstrous de- 
generacy from nature, and even from common sense ; 
and in the next place it was a token of an inexpressible 
craft and subiiUty in the Devil, who had now gotten 
tha people iuto so full and complete a management, 
that, in short, he could have brought them by the same 
rule, to have worshipped anything; and in a little 
while more, cjid bring many of them to worship him- , 
self, plain devil as he was, and knowing him to be 
auch. 

As to the anliqnity of this horrible defection of man- 
kind, though we do not find the beginning of it par- 
ticularly recorded, yet we are certain, it was not long 
after the confnsion of Babel; for Nimrod, as is said, 
was no more than Noah's great-grandson, and Noah 
himself, I suppose, might be alive some years after 
Nimrod was born ; and as Nimrod was not long dead, 
before they forgot that he was a tyrant, and a mur- 
derer, and made a Baal, that is, a lord or idol of him ; 
I say, he was not long dead ; for Nimrod was born in 
the year of the world 1847, and built Babylon the 
year 1879 : and we find Terah, the father of Abraham, 
who lived from the year 1879, was an idolater, as was 
doubtless Bethuel, who was Terah's grandson; for we 
find Laban, who was Bethuel's son, was so, and all 
this was during the life of the first postdiluvian 
family ; for Terah was born within one hundred nine- 
ty-three years after the flood, and one hundred fifty- 
seven years before Noah was dead ; and even Abra- 
ham himself was eight-and-fifty years old before Noah 
died ; and yet idolatry had been then, in all probability, 
e an hundred years practised in the world. 
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N. B. It is worth remarV iiere, what a terrible atf* 
Liitaee the Devil gained by ihe debauching poor Noah, 
icl cfrawing him into the sin of dninkenness; for by 
fhia, as I said, he silenced and stopped the Diotith of 
the> great preacher of righteousness, that father and 
patriarch of the whole world ; who not bein;; able, for 
ihe shame of his own foul miscarriage, to prciond to 
instruct or reprove the world any naore, the DeTil tc *" 
hold of them immediately ; and for want of a propi 
to warn and admonish, nm that little of relrgion whi 
there might be left in Shem and Japhet, quite out 
the world, and delnged them ail in Idolatry. 

How long the whole world may be said to be thus 
overwhelmed in ignorance and idolatry, we may make 
»ome tolerable guess at by the history of Abraham ; for 
it was not till God called him frtnn his father's house, 
that any snch thing as a church was established in the 
world; nor even Iben, except in his own family and 
successors for almost four hondred years after that 
call; and till God brought the Israeiiiea back out of 
Egypt, Ihe whole world might be said to be iavolved 
in idolatry and devil-worship. 

So absolute a conquest had the Devil made over 
mankind immediately after the 6ood; and all takitig 
its rise and beginning at the fatal defeat of Noah, who, 
had he lived untainted and invulnerable, as he had 
done for six hundred years before, would have gone a 
great way to have stemmed the twrent of wickedness 
which broke in wjion mankind ; and therefore the 
Devil, I say, was very cimning, and very much in the 
right of it, take him as he is a mere devil, to attack 
Noah personally, and give him a blow so soon. 

It is true, the Devil did not immediately raze oi 
the notion of religion, and of a God, from the minds 
men; nor could he easily snppress the principle 
worship and homage, to be paid to a sovereign being, _ 
author of nature, and guide of the world; the Devil 
saw this clearly in the first ages of the new world ; 
and therefore, as I have said, he proceeded politically, 
and by degrees. That it was so, is evident from the 
story of Job, and his three friends; who, if we may 
lake it for an history, not a fable, and may judge of 
the time of it by the length of Job's life, and by th* 
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Cunilf of Elipiiaz the Tcmanite, who it is manifest 
was at least grandson, or great-graiidsoii, to Esau, 
Isaac's eldest son ; and by the languag^t of Abimelocli 
King of Gerar to Abraham, and of Laban to Jacob, 
boih tit« laiter being at the same lime idolaters; I say, 
if we may judge of it by all these, there were still 
very soiuid notions of religion in the minds of men; 
nor could Satan with all his cunning and policy defaca 
those ideas, and root liiem out o( the minds of llm 
people 

And this put him upon taking new measures to keep 
up his interest, and preserve the hold he got upon 
mankind; and this method was like himself, subtla 
and politic to Die last degree, as his whole history 
makes appear; for, seeing he found they could not but 
believe the being of a God, and tJiat they would need* 
worship something, it is evident, he had no game left 
him to play but this; namely, to set up wrong notioni 
of worship, and bring them to a false worship instead 
of a trtte, supposing th« object worshipped to be stiU. 
the same. 

To finish this stratagem, he first insinuates, that th« 
true God was a terrible, a dreadful, un approach abta 
being ; that to see him was so frightful that it would 
be present death; that to worship him immediately, 
was a presumption which would provoke his wrath ; 
and that as he was a consuming fire in himself, so he 
would bum up those in his anger that dared to offer 
up any sacrifice to him, but by the interposition of 
some medium, which might receive their adorations in 
bis name. 

Hence it occurred presently, that subordinate Godl 
were to be found out, and set up, to whom the people 
might pay the homage due to the Supreme God, and 
whom ihey might worship in his name. This I take 
from tlie most ancient account of idolatry in iho 
world; nor, indeed, could the Devil himself find out 
any other reason why men should canonize, or rather 
deify their princes and men of fame, and worship 
them after they were dead, as if they could save ihera 
from death and calamity, who were not able to save 
themselves when they were alive; much less could 
Satan bring men to swallow so gross, so absurd a thing 



I 







THE UiSTOBV OF THB DBVIL. 1 

Bboving the knee to a slock, or a stone, a calij 
*^|lUon, nay, the image or fignTe of a calf, such 
ktaelites made at mount Sitiai, and say, 
f-Ay Gods, O Israel, who brought thee out of the 
jBd of Egypt. 

K^Having thus, I say, brought them to satisfy thei 
pves, that they worshipped the true God, and noothei'jij 
"nder the figures and appearances which ihey made 
represent him, it was easy after that to worship an^ 
thiug for the true God. And thus in a few ages thei_ 
worshipped nothing but idols, even throughout llie' 
whole world; nor has the Devil lost his hold iu soma 
parts of the world, nay, not in most parts of the world, 
to this day. He holds still all the eastern parts of 
Asia, and the southern parts of Africa, and the nortbr 
em parts of Kurope ; and in them the vast countries dCi 
China and Tartary, Persia and India, Guinea, Eti 
opia, Zanquebar, Congo, Angola, Monomotapa, &c. 

Ibich, except Ethiopia, we find no vestiges of ai 
ber worship, hut that of idols, monsters, and ev( 
le Devil himself; till after the coming of ourSuvioui 
^ even then, if it be true that the gospel was preacht 
r tlie Indies and China by St. Thomas, and in other 
tnote countries by other of the Apostles, we see that 
hatever ground Satan lost, he seems to have recovered 
again ; and all Asia and Africa is at present overrun 
with Paganism or Mahometanism, which I think of 
the two is rather the worst; besides all America, a 
part of the world, as some say, equal in bigness to all 
the other, in which the Devil's kingdom was never 
terrupted from its first being inhabited, whenever 
was, to the first discovery of it by the European natloi 
in the sixteenth century. 

In a word, the Devil got what we may call an 
tire victory over mankind, and drove the worship 
the true God, in a manner, quite out of the worli 
forcing, as it were, his Maker, in a new kind 
Creation, the old one proving thus ineffectual, to re- 
cover a certain number by force, and mere omnipotence, 
" ) return to their duty, serve him, and worship him. . 
lut of that hereafter. 
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Of God's calling a church out of the midst of ade- 
generate world; and of Satan's neio measures upon 
that incident. Ilmo he attacked them inumdiaUly ; 
and hia success m those attacks. 

Satan having, as I have said in tlie preceding chap- 
ter, made, as it were, a full conquest of mankind; de- 
bauctied lliem all to idolatry; and bronght them 3t 
least to worship the true God by the wretched medium 
of corrupt aad idolatrous representations; God seemed 
to have no true servants or worshippers left in the 
world ; but if I may be allowed to speak so, was 
obliged, in order to Restore the world to their senses 
again, to call a select number out from among the rest, 
who he himself undertook should own his godhead, or 
supreme authority, and worship him as he required to ' 
oe worshipped. Tliia, I say, God was obliged to do, 
because it is evident it has not been done so much by 
the choice and counsel of men, for Satan would have 
overruled tliat part, as by the power and energy of 
some irresistible and invincible operation, and this our 
Divines give high names to ; but be it what they will, 
it is the second defeat or disappointment that the Devil 
has met with in his progress in the world; the first I 
have spoken of already. 

It is true, Satan very well understood what was 
threatened to him in the original promise to the Woman 
imraedialely after ihe fall; namely. Thou shalt bruise 
his head, &c., but he did not expect it so suddenly, but I 
thought himself sure of mankind, till the fulness of I 
time when the Messiah should come; and therefore it i 
was a great surprise to him, to see that Abraham, 
being called, was so immediately received and estab- 
lished, though he did not so immediately follow the 
voice that directed him, yet in him, in his loias, was all 
God's church at that time contained. 

In the calling Abraham, it is easy to see that ther« 
was no other way for God to form a chnrcb, that is 
XI* 
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say, to single out a people to himself, us the world wat 
then staled, bnt by immediate revelation, and a voice 
from heaven. All manlcind were gone over lo the 
enemy, overwhelnind in idolatry; in a word were eo-i 
gaged to the Devil ; God Almighty, or, as the Scriw" 
tiue distingtiishes him, the Lord, the tnie God, 
otil of the question ;'mankind knew liiile or nothing d 
him; mnch U-sa did they know anything of his wof 
ship, or that there was such b being in the world. 

Well might it be said the Lord 3p)>eared to Abrahani 
Gen. xii. 7, for if God had not appeared himself, 1 
mwst have sent a messenger from heaven ; and [ 
haps it was so too, for he had not one tnie servant • 
worshipper that we know of then on earth, to send tf 
that errand; no prophet, no preacher of righteousnW 
IS'oah was dead, and had been so above sevetite< 
years ; and if he had not, his preaching, as I observAJ 
after his great miscariiage,liadltiit little effect. W 
are indeed lold that Noah left behind him certain ruMj 
and orders for the trne wqrship of God, which wei 
called the precepts of Noah, and remained in the won 
for along time; though how written, when neithel 
any letters, much less writing, were known in the 
world, is adilHculiy which remains to be solved; and 
this makes me look upon those laws called the precepts 
of Noah lo be a modern invenlion, as 1 do also the 
Alph'ibetum Ncachi, which Bochart pretends to give 
an accomit of, 

lint to leave that fiction and comeback to Abraham; 
God called him, whether at first by voice wiihont any 
vision, whether in a dream, or night vision, which was 
very significant in those days, or whether by some 
Bwfnl appearance, we know not; the second time, it ia 
indeed said expressly, God appeared to him. Be it 
which way it will, God himself called him, showed 
him the land of Canaan, gave him the promise of it 
for his posterity, and withal gave him such a faith, 
that the Devil soon fonnd there was no room for him 
to meddle with Abraham, This is certain, we do not 
read that the Devil ever so much as attempted Abra- 
ham at all. Some will suggest that the command to 
Abraham to go and offer up his son Isaac, was a temp- 
Wtion of the Devil, if possible, to defeat the glorioiw 
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work of God's calling an hr>\y seed into the world. 
For the first, if Abraham had disobeyed that call, Iha 
new favorite had been overcome, and made a rebel of: 
or, secondly, if he had obeyed, then the promised seed 
had been cut off, and Abraham defeated ; but as the 
lexl is express, that God himself proposed it to Abra- 
ham, I shall not start the suggestions of the critics, in 
bar of the sacred oracle. 

Be it one way or other, Abraham showed an hero- 
like failh and courage; and, if the Devii had been tha 
author of it, he had seen himself disappointed in both 
his views; 1, by Abraham's ready and bold compli- 
ance, as believing it to be God's command ; and 2, by 
the divine countermand of the esecutiotj, just as the 
fatal kuife was lifted up. , 

But if the Devil left Abraham, and made no attack 
upon him, seeing him invulnerable, he made himself 
amends upon the otE^r branch of his family, his poor ' 
nephew Lot; who, notwithstanding he was so imme- 
diately under the particular care of heaven, as that 
the angel who was sent to destroy Sodom, could do 
nothing till he was out of it ; and who, though after he 
had left Zoar, and was retired into a cave to dwell, 
yet the subtle Devil found him out, deluded his two 
daughters, took an advantage of the fright they had 
been in about Sodom and Gomorrah, made them 
believe the whole world was burnt too, as well as 
those cities, and that, in short, ihey could never have 
any husbands, &c-, and so, in their abundant concern 
to repeople the world, and that the race of mankind 
might not be destroyed, they go and lie with their own 
father; the Devil telling them doubtless how to do it, 
by intoxicating his head with wine ; in all which 
story, whether Ihey were not as drunk as their father, 
seems lo be a question; or else they could not have 
supposed all the men in the earth were consumed, 
when they knew that the little city Zoar had been 
preserved for their sakes. 

This now was the third conquest Satan obtained by 
the gust of human appetite ; that is to say, once by 
eating, and twice by drinking, or drunkenness; and 
Still the last was the worst, and most shameful; for 
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Lot, however his daughters managed him, could nol 
pretund he did not understand what the strength oCl 
wine was ; and one would have thought, after so terrKT 
bio a judgment as that of Sodom was, which was, a^ 
we may say, executed before his face, his thoughts 
should have been too sotenuily engaged in praisini 
God for sparing his life, to be made drunk, and thai 
two nights together- • 

But the Devil played his game sure, he set his twoa 
daughters to work ; and as the Devil's instrumentn 
seldom fail, so he secured his by that hellish stratagenfl 
of deluding the daughters to think all the world waif 
consumed but they two, and their father. To be suisl 
the old man could not suspect that his daughtenl^n 
design was so wicked as indeed it was, or that they 
intended to debauch him with wine, and make him 
drink till he knew not what he did. 

Now the Devil, having carried his game here, 
gained a great point ; for as there were hut two J 
religions families in the world before, from whence ^9 
twofold generation might be supposed to rise, reiigiou4l 
and rightoons like their parents, namely, that of Abrail 
ham, and this of Lot; this crime ruined the hopes o^a 
one of them; it could no more be said that just La|l 
was in being, who vexed his righteous soul from daii^ 
to day with the wicked behavior of the people of 
Sodom ; righteous Lot was degenerated into drnnkenjl 
incestuous Lot, Lot fallen from what he was, to be l" 
wicked and unrighteous man ; no pattern of virtue, i 
reprover of the age, but a poor, fallen, degeneraW 
patriarch, who could now no more reprove or exhorb 
but look down and be ashamed, and nothing to do^ 
but to repent; and see the poor mean excuses of all] 
the three : , 

Eve says, " The serpent beguiled me, and I di4 J 
eat." 

Noah says, " my grandson beguiled me, ( 

the wine beguiled me, and I did drink." 

Lot says, " My daughters beguiled me, and I alsc 
did drink." 

It is observable, that, as I said before, Noah was 
silenced, and his preaching at an end, after that one 
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action, so the like may be said of Lot; and, in short, 
you never hear one more word of either of them after 
it; as for mankind, both were useless to ihcm ; and 
as to themselves, we never read of any of their repent- ■ 
ance, nor have we much reason to believe they did 
repent. 

From this attack of the Devil upon Lot, we heU 
no more of the De*il being so busily employed as 
had been before in the world ; be had indeed but I 
to do; for all the rest of the world was his ownj 
lulled asleep under the witchcraft of idolatry, and a 
so still. 

But it could not be lone; that the Devil lay idle; 
soon as God called himself a people, the Devil coulJ 
not be at rest till he attacked them. 



Abraham indeed went otT the stage free, and so dij 
Isaac too ; they were a kind of first-rate saints; we d^ 
not so much as read of auy failing they bad, or of anj* 
thing the Devil had ever the face to offer to them ; DM 
or with Jacob either, if you will excuse him for beguit 
ing his brother Esau of both his birthright and hig 
blessing; but he was busy enough with all his chi)i 
dren; for example, i 

He sent Judah to his sheep-shearing, and place* 
Taraar in his way, in the posture of temptation; 
made him commit incest. 

He sent incestuous Reuben to take his father's c 
cubine, Bilhah. - 

He sent Dinah to the ball, to dance with the Shf 
chemite ladies, and play the sinner with their maste 

He enraged Simoon and Levi at the suppose! 
injury, and then prompted them to revenge ; ft 
their father heartily cursed them. 

He set them all together to fall upon poor JosepI 
first to murder him intentionally, and then actuall] 
sell him to the Midianiies. 

He made them show the party-colored coat, and tell 
a lie to their father, to make the poor old man believ« 
Joseph was killed by a lion, t!cG. 



.30 THE HISTORI OF THE DEVIL. 

He sent Potiphar's wife lo attack Joseph's chastity,; J 
«ncl filled her witli rage at liie disappointment. 

He taught Joseph to swear hy ihe life of Pharaoh. 

In a word, he debauched the whole race, excepj 
Benjamin ; and never man had such a set of sons ; a^^ 
wicked, and so notorious, after so good an introduction 
into the world as they all of tliein had, to be sure ; fo| 
Jacob, no doubt, gave ihem as good instruction as Ih4|l 
circumstances of ills wandering condition would allots I 
him to do. , 

We must now consider the Devil and his alTairs it^ 
a quite differing situation. When the world fi 
appeared peopled by the creating power of God, 
bad only Adam and Eve to take care of, and I ihinle^ 
he plied his lime with them to purpose enough. After 
the deluge he had Noah only to pitch upon, and he 
quickly conquered him by the inatigation of his grand- 
eon. 

At the huilding of Babel he guided ihem by ihei^ J 
acting all in a body, as one man ; so that, in short, hM 
managed them with ease, taking them as a bod]|a 
politic ; and we find they came into his snare as oofM 
man; but now, the children of Israel multiplying iib 
the land of their bondage, and God seeming to show ^: 
particular concern for them, the Devil was obliged t^l 
new measures, stand at a distance, and look on foci 
some time. ■ F 

The Egyptians were plagued even without his belprj 
for, though the cunning artist, as I said, stood am 
looked on, yet he durst not meddle; nor could I 
make a few lice, the least and meanest of (he armie| 
of insects raised to afilict Ihe Egypltans. 

However, when he perceived Ihat God resolved t 
bring the Israelites out, he prepared to attend them, I 
watch them, and be at hand upon ail the wickeC— 
occasions that might oder ; as if he had been fully satufl 
isfied such occasions would offer, and that he shoul^l 
not fail to have an opporlunily to draw them intol 
some snare or other; and that therefore it was hi«| 
business not to be out of ihc way, but to be ready (ai 
we say) lo make his market of them in the best man- ' 
Der he could. How many ways he attempted them. 
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how many limes he conquered them in thei 

irney, we shall see presenlly. 

First he put ihera in a fright at Baal-Zephoi 
'here he thought he had drawn them into a n 
and where he sent Pharaoh and his army to blocll 
them np between the moimtainsof Pihahiroth and tW 
Bed Sea ; hut there indeed Satan was outwitled 1 
Moses, so far aa it appeared to be an hnraan action)^ 
for he iittic ihotight of their going dry-footed throngM 
the sea, but depended upon having ihem all ciil 
pieces the next morning by the Egyptians ; an emir 
proof, by the way, that tlie Devil has no knowledge 
of erents, or any insight into futurity; nay, that bl 
has not so much as a second sight, or knows to-dn 
what his Maker intends to do to-morrow ; for 
Satan known that God intended to ford them orer ll 
sea, if he had not been able to have prevented t 
miracle, he would certainly have prevented the escapi 
by sending out Pharaoh and his army time enough ti 
have taken the strand before them, and so have driva 
Ihem to the necessity of travelling on foot round ttU 
north point of that sea, by the wilderness of Etao) 
where he would have pursued and harassed them wilt 
his cavalry, and in all probability have destroyed 
them : but the blind, short-sighted Devil, perfectly il|_ 
the dark, and unacquainted with futurity, knell 
nothing of the matter, was as much deceived i 
Pharaoh himself, stood still, flattering himself wild 
the hopes of his booty, and the revenge he shonid taMr 
upon them the next morning; till he saw the frighte^ 
waves in an uproar, and to his utter astonishment a 
confusion, saw th*e passage laid open, and Moses lea^ 
ing his vast army in full march over the dry spacwa 
nay, even then it is very probable Satan did not knoW 
that if the Egyptians followed them, the sea wouM 
return npon and overwhelm them ; for I can hardlp 
think so hard of the Devil himself, that if he had, 
would have suffered, much less prompted Pharaoh ti 
follow the chase at such an expense ; so that either h 
must be an ignorant, nnforeseeing Devil, or a very u 
grateful, false Devil to his friends the Egyptians. 

I am inclined also to the more charitable opinion of 
Batan too, becaoM fee «»cape of the Isiuelites wai 
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really a trimnph over himself; for the war was cei 
tainly his, or at least he was auxiliary to Pharaoh ; " 
was a victory over hell and Egypt together ; and I 
would never have snlfered the disgrace, if he hoi 
known it beforehand ; that is to say, though he coiih 
not have prevented the escape of Israel, or the dividim 
the water, yet he might have warned the Egypiii 
and cautioned tliem not to venture in after them. 

But we shall see a great many weak steps taken I 
the Devil iti the affair of this very people, and thei 
forty years' wandering in the wilderness ; and, thou^ 
he was in some things successful, and wheedled thei 
into many foolish and miserable murmnrings an 
wranglingv against God, and mutinies against poc 
Moses, yet the Devil was oftemimes balked and dirf 
appointed ; and it is for (his reason that I choose t 
finish the first part of his history with the particula 
relation of his behavior among the Jews, because aisi 
we do not find any extraordinary things happeninj 
anywhere else in the world for above one thousaiu 
five hundred years, no variety, no revolutions; all 
rest of mankind lay still under his yoke, quietly s 
mitted to his government, did just as he bade thein 
worshipped every idol he set up, and, in a word, I 
had no difficulty with any body but the Jews; i 
for this reason, I say, this part of his story will be thit 
more useful and instructing. 

To return therefore to Moses, and his dividing tlM 
Red Sea ; that the people went over or through it, tl ' 
we have the sacred history for; but how the De 
behaved, that you must come to me for, or I know n 
where you will find a true account of it, at least i 
in print. 

1. It was in the night they marched througt^ 
whether the Devil saw it in the dark or no, that is d ' 
my business. 

But when he had day-light for it, and viewed 1 
next day's work, I make no question but all hell i 
the surprise, the prey being thus snatched out of th 
hands unexpectedly. It is true the Egyptians' host n 
sent to him in their room ; hut that was i 
aimed at ; for he was sure enough of them his < 
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what and who ihey were ; but as he had devoured ihe 
whole Israelilish host in his imagination, to the tune 
of at least a million and an half of souls; men, women, 
aud children ; it was, no doubt, a great disappointment 
to the Devil to miss of his prey, and to see them all ■ 
triuniphing on the other side in safety. 

It is true, Satan's annals do not mention this defeat;! 
for historians are generally backward to register theitti 
own misfortunes; but as we have an account of the] 
fact from other hands, so as we cannot question tlia^ 
truth of it; the nature of the thing will tell us it was-a 
a disappointment to the Devil, and a very great oneJ 
too. 1/ 

I cannot but observe here, that I think this part ot.i 
the Devil's story very entertaining, because of th^l 
great variety of incidents which appear in every partfl 
of it; sometimes he is like an hunted fox, curveliingr 
and counter- running to avoid his being pursued an£ 
found out, while at the same lime be is carrying on his' 
secret designs to draw the people he pretends to maa< 
age, into some snare or oilier, to their hurt; at anothei 
time, though the comparison is a little too low for his 
dignity, like a monkey that has done mischief, i 
which, making his own escape, sits and chatters at a 
distance, as if he had triumphed in what he had done^ 
so Satan, when he had drawn them in to worship E 
calf, to offer strange fire, io set up a schism, and tliqj 
like ; and so to bring the Divine vengeance upon thent< 
selves ; leaving them in their distress, kept at a diw 
tance, as if he looked on with satisfaction to see them' 
burnt, swallowed up, swept away, and the like; 
the several stories relate. 

His indefatigable vigilance is, on the other hand, a 
useful caveat, as well as an improving view to us ; t 
sooner is he routed and exposed, defeated and disap- 
pointed in one enterprize, but he begins another, : 
like a cunning gladiator, warily defends himself, an% 
boldly attacks his enemy, at the same time. Thus m 
see him np and down, conquering and conquered, 
through this whole part of his story, till, at last, h» 
receives a total defeat; of which you shall hear in its 
place. In the moan time, let us take up his story again 
at the Red Sea, where he received a great blow, instead 
12 
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jjwhich he expected a complete victory; for, doubUa 
' B Devil and the king of Egypt loo, ihonght of nothing 
iDt conquest at Pibahiroth. 

ver, though the (riumph of the Israelites otse^ 
I Egyptians must needs be a great mortification I 
I Devil, and exasperated him very much, yet i 
mseqiience was only this; namely, that Saiai 
B enemy who is balked and defeated, but not ov«| 
!, redoubles his rage, and reinforces his army, aoj 
4)at the Egyptians could not do for him, he resolv) 
kdo for himself. In order then to take bis opporl 
lity for what mischief might offer, being defeated, aiH 
'lovoked, I say, at the slur that was put upon him, F 
lolves to follow ihem inlo the wilderness, and mai 
bvile prank he played them there; as first, he straits 
^em for water, and makes them murmur against C 
A against Moses, within a very few days, nay, honj 
t their great deliverance of all. 

». Nor was this all, but in less than one year more we 
jnd them (at bis instigation too) setting up a golden 
tilf, and making all the people dance about it at 
llount ^inai; even when God himself had but just 
Kfore appeared to tbem in the terrors of a burning fire 
»on the lop of the monnlaiu ; and what was the pre- 
ricel Truly, nothing but tliat they had lost Moses, 
IT'bo used to be their guide, and he bad hid himself in 
int, and bad not been seen in forty days; so 
ly could not lell what was become of him, 
ffhis put them all into confusion. A poor pretence^ 
Kideed, to turn Ihem all back to idolatry ! But 1" 
watchful Devil took the hint, pushed the advanlag) 
and insinuated, that they should never see Most 
again ; that he was certainly devoured by venturi 
too near the flashes of fire in the monnt, and presui 
iiig upon the liberty be bad taken before. In a wajj^ 
that God had destroyed Moses, or he was starved 4 
*^»ath for want of food, having been forty days b*^ 
irty nights absent, 

i All these were, it is true, in themselves most fool 
■ggcstions, considering Moses was admitted to t 
" ' n of God, and that God had been pleased to appt 
I him in the most intimate manner; that, as tin 
It depend God would not destroy his faithiul i 
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»ant, BO they might have concluded he was able to 
support his being without food as long as he thought 
fit. But lo a people so easy lo believe anythiDg, what 
could be loo gross for the Devil to persuade tliem to ? 

A people who could dance round a calf, and call it 
their God, might do anything; that could say to one 
another, that this was the Great Jehovah, that 
brought them out of the land of Egypt; and that 
within so few day.s after God's miraculous appearance 
to them, and for them ; 1 say, such a people were 
really fitted to be imposed upon, nothiug could be too 
gross for them. 

This was indeed his first considerable experiment 
upon them as a people, or as a body ; and the truth is, 
his affairs required it j forSatau, who had been a suc- 
cessful Devil in most of his attempts upon mankind, 
could hardly doubt of success in anything after he had 
carried his point at Mount Sinai. To bring them to 
idolatry in the very face of their deliverer, and just 
after the deliverance ! It was more astonishing in the 
main than even their passing the Red Sea. In a word, 
the Devil's whole history doth not furnish us with a 
story equally surprising. 

And how was poor Aaron bewildered in it too ! He 
that was Moses' partner in all the great things that 
Moses did in Pharaoh's sight, and that was appointed 
to be his assistant and oracle, or orator rather, upon all 
public occasions ; that he, above all the rest, should 
come into this absurd and ridiculous proposal, he that 
was singled out for the sacred priesthood, for him to 
defile his holy hands with a polluted abominable sacri- 
fice, and with making the idol for them too (for it is 
plain that he made it,) how monstrous it was! 

And see what an answer he gives to his brother 
Moses, how weak ! how simple ! I did so and so, in- 
deed ; I bade them bring the ear-rings, fcc., and I cast 
tho gold into the fire, and it came out this calf. Ridi- 
culous ! as if the calf came out by mere fortuitous aM 
venture, without a mould to cast it in; which could 
not be supposed. And if it had not come out si 
out a mould, Moses would certainly have know 
Had Aaron been innocent, he would have answera 
after quite another maimer, and told Moses honestldj 
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that the whole body of the people came to him in i 
fright, that they forced him to make them an idol^ 
which he did, by making first the proper mould to J 
cast it in, and then taking the proper metal to cast itJ 
from. That indeed he had sinned in so doing, hut that I 
he was mobbed into it, and the people terrified hiiOil 
perhaps they threatened to kill him; and, if he had* 
added, that the Devil, prompting his fear, beguiletfl 
him, .he had said nothuig but what was certainly true;! 
for if it was in Satan's power to make the people ii 
lent and outrageous enough to threaten and bully thej 
old venerable prophet, (for he was not yet a priest,ii;j 
who was the brother of their oracle Moses, and haal 
been partner with him in so many of his commissions^ ■ 
I say, if he could bring up the passions of the people I 
to ail height to be rude and unmannerly to him, (Aaron,) 1 
and perliaps to threaten and insult him, he may M^ 
easily supposed to be able to intimidate Aaron, and 1 
terrify him into a compliance. 

See this cunning agent, when he has man's destruc- 
tion in his view, howsecnrely he acts ! he never wants 
an handle; the best of men have one weak place or ■ 
other, and he always hnds it out, takes the advautagsiJ 
of it, and conquers them by one artifice or another; J 
only take it with you as you go, it is always by strat"J 
agem, never by force ; a proof that he is not empoweredil 
to use violence. He may tempt, aud he does prevad^l 
but it is all legerdemain, it is all craft and artifice; he* 
is still diaboM, the caliimnialor and deceiver, that i&J 
the misrepresenter ; he misrepresents man to God, andfl 
misrepresents God to man ; also he misrepresentsl 
things ; he puts false colors, and then manages the eyttfl 
to see them with an imperfect view, raising clouds aiidfl 
fogs to intercept our sight; in short, he deceives aSI 
our senses, and imposes upon us in things whictil 
otherwise would be the easiest to discern and judge oftfl 

Tiiis indeed is in part the benefit of the Devil's hi^if 
tory, to let us see that he has used the same methojtl 
all along; and that ever since he has had anything tdw 
do with mankind, he has practised upon them withl 
stratagem and cunning ; also it is observable that YttM 
has carried his point better that way than he woultlfl 
^Tfl dona by fary and violeiice, if ha had been allowa^ 
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to make use of it ; for by his power indeed he might 
have laid the world desolate, and made an heap of 
rubbish of it long ago; but, as I have observed before, 
that would not have answered his ends half so weUj J 
for by destroying men he would have made martyrflifl 
and sent abundance of good men to heaven, wh" 
would much rather have died than yielded to sen 
him, and, as he aimed to have it, to fall down am 
worship him; I say, he would have made martyn^ 
and that not a few. But this was none of Satan^ 
business; his design lies quite another way ; his 
ness is to make men sin, not to make them suffer ; 
make devils of them, not saints; to delude them, anil 
draw them away from their Maker, not send thei 
away to him; and therefore he works by stratageia 
not by force. 

We are now come to his story, as it relates to th( 
Jewish church in the wilderness, and to the chiJdro 
of Israel in their travelling circumstances ; and thj|| 
was the first scene of public management that I 
Devil had upon his hands in the world ; for 
have said, till now, he dealt with mankind either iltil 
their separate condition one by one, or else carried a"" 
before him, engrossing whole nations in his sysleiti 
of idolatry, and overwhelming them in an ignorai 
destruction. 

But having now a whole people as it were snatchet 
away from him, taken out of his government, an^j 
which was still worse, having a view of a kingdoq 
being set up independent of him, and superior to I ' 
authority, it is not to be wondered at if he endeavore 
to overthrow them in the infancy of their constitntiotl^ 
and tried all possible arts to bring them back into hifl 
own hands again. 

He found them not only carried away from thd 
country where they were even in his clutches, sati 
rounded with idols, and where we have reason to b* 
lieve the greatest part of them were polluted with tbt 
idolatry of the Egyptians ; for we do not read of a 
slated worship which they had of their own ; or if ihej 
did worship the true God, we scarce Icnow in whfrt 
manner ihey did it; they had no law given i 
nothing but the covenant of circumcision, and evt 
' 18* 



■a^- — 



138 



THE HISTOHI OF THK UEyU., 



1 tut 

L 



Moses liimself had not strictly observed that, till 
was frightened inio it; we read of no sacrifices amoni 
them, no feasis were ordained, no solemn worship 
pointed ; and how, or in what manner, they perfortnei" 
their homage, we know not ; the passover was not oi 
dained till just at tlieir coming away; so that there; 
was not much religion among them, at least that vm' 
have any account of; and we may suppose the DevH 
was pretty easy with them all the while they were ilk 
the house of their bondage. 

But now, to have a million of people fetched out of 
liis hands, as it were all at once, and to have the im< 
mediate power of heaven engaged in it, and that Satan! 
saw evidently God had singled them ont in a mirsco*: 
lous manner to favor them, and call them his ownj^ 
this alarmed him at once ; and therefore he resolves M' 
follow them, lay close siege to them, and take all the 
measnres possible to bring ihem to rebel against, and 
disobey God, that he might be provoked to destroy 
them; and how near he went to bring it to pass, we 
shall see presently. 

This making a calf, and paying an idolatrons wor- 
ship to it (for they acted the heathens and idolaters, 
not in the setting up the calf only, but in the manner 
of their worshipping, namely, dancing and music, 
things they had not been acquainted with in the wor- 
ship of the true God,) I mention here, to observe how 
the Devil not only imposed upon their principles, but 
upon their senses too; as if the awful majesty of hea- 
ven, whose glory they had seen in mount Sinai, whero; 
they stood, and whose pillar of cloud and fire wf 
their guide and protection, would be worshipped b\ 
dancing round a calf! and that not a living creature,, 
or a real calf, but the mere image of a calf cast in gold^ 
or, as some think, in brass gilded over, 

But this was the Devil's way with mankind, namely, 
to impose upon their senses, and bring them into thai 
grossest follies and absurdities; and then, having fi 
made them fools, it was much the easier making thei 
o Benders. 

In this very manner he acted with them through all 
the course of their wilderness travels; for, as thej 
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■were led by the hand like children, defended by om 
nipotetice, fed by miracles, instructed immedialely fioi 
heaven, and in all things had Moses for their guid< 
they had no room to miscarry, but by acting the grea 
est absurdities, and committing the greatest follies v 
nature ; and, even these, the Devil brought them ti 
guilty of, in a surprising manner. 1. As God him 
relieved them in every exigence, and supplied them ii 
every want, one would think it was impossible tb« 
should be ever brought to question either his wiHini 
ness or his ability, and yet they really objected again 
both, which was indeed very provoking; and 1 doo 
not, that when the Devil had brought them to actii 
such a preposterous manner, he really hoped and bfl 
lieved God would be provoked effectually. The teslj 
monies of his care of them, and ability to supply theifl 
were miraculous and undeniable ; he gave them wat4i 
from the rock, bread from the air, sent the fowls l| 
feed them with flesh, and supported them all the v 
by miracles ; their heaUh was preserved, none w 
sick among them, their clothes did not wear out, n 
'leir shoes grow old upon their feet; could anyihiii__ 
more absurd than to doubt, whether he could pro- 
le for them, who had never let them want for »" 
lUy years 1 

But the Devil managed them in spite of rairacleftj 

did he ever give ibem over till he had bronghj 

himdred thousand of them to provoke God so hightj 

lat he would not suffer above two of them to g 

land of promise; so that, in short, Satan g 

his point as to that generation, for all their carcasQ 

fell in the wilderness. Let us take but a short vie.l 

to what an height he brought them, and in what | 

rude, absurd manner they acted; how he set thei 

upon murmuring upon every occasion, now for wat^ 

then for bread; nay, they murmured at their breat 

hen they had it; "Our soul loatlis this hght bread^ 

He sowed the seeds of church -rebel lion in the soi^ 

Aaron, and made Nadab and Abihu offer Strang) 

re till they were strangely consumed by fire for t 

doing it. 

He set them a complaining at Tabrrah, and a lustiB( 
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He planted envy in the hearts of Miriam and Aarotu I 
against the authority of Moses, to pretend God had I 
spoken by them as well as by him, till he humbled thA] 
father, and made a leper of the danghler. 

He debauched ten of the spies, frighted them with J 
sham appearances of things, when they went out bk J 
search the land; and made them fright the whotol 
people out of their understanding as well as duty, fotl 
which six hundred thousand of their carcases fell in | 
the wilderness. 

He raised the rebellion of Korah, and the two hun*'] 
dred and fifty princes, till he brought ihem to be swal* 
Jowed up alive. 

He put Moses into a passion at Meribah, and ruffled] 
the temper of the meekest man upon earth ; by whioll J 
he made both him and Aaron forfeit their share of tha \ 
promise, and be shut out from the holy land. 

He raised a mutiny among them when they travelled I 
from mount Hor, till they brought fiery serpents among J 
them to destroy them. 

He tried to make Balaam the prophet curse them; 
but there the Devil was disappointed. However, ha ] 
brought the Midianites to debauch them with women, 
as in the case of Zimri and Cozbi, 

He templed Achan with the wedge of gold, and th« ] 
Babylonish garment, that he might take off the accursed | 
thing, and be destroyed. J 

He tempted the whole people, not efi'ectually to driv* I 
out the cursed inhabitants of the land of promise, that J 
they might remain, and be goads in their sides, till, at | 
last, they often oppressed them for their idolatry, and, f 
which was worse, debauched them to idolatry. I 

He prompted the Benjamites to refuse satisfaction tA I 
the people, in tho case of the wickedness of the men of I 
Gibeah, to the destruction of the whole tribe, six hun^ij 
dred men excepted in the rock Rimmon. 

At last he tempted them to reject the theocracy of 1 
their Maker, and call upon Samuel to make them A J 
king; and most of those kings he made plagues and] 
sorrows to them iu their time, as you shall hear i 
their order. 
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Thus he plagued the whole body of the people con- 
tiniialty, making them siti against God, and bring 
judgmenls upon themselves, lo the consuming some 
pilUons of them, first and last, by the vengeanco o£ ■ 
feeir Maker. • 

r As he did with Ihe whole congregation, so he di4 
__|frith their rulers, and several of the judges, who weM 
made instruments to deliver the people; yet weH 
drawn into snares by this subtle serpen), to ruin iheio' 
selves, or the people they had delivered. 

He tempted Gideon to make an ephod contrarfl 
to the law of the tabernacle; and made the childrs 
of Israel go a whoring (that is, a worshipping,) afterU 

He tempted Samson to debauch himself with i' 
harlot, and betray his own happy secret to a harlol 
at the expense of both his eyes, and at last, of t 
life. 

He tempted Eli's sons to sin at the very doors of tl 
tabernacle, when they came to bring their offerings I 
the priest ; and he tempted poor Eli to connive at tiiext 
or not sufficiently reprove them. ' 

" _ ted the people to carry the ark of God into' 

le camp, that it might fall into the hands of the Phi- 

itines. And 

He tempted Uzzah to reach out his hand to hold it 
_); as if he that had preserved it in the house of Dw 
gon the idol of the Philistines, could not keep it froi 
falling out of the cart. 

When the people had gotten a king, he immediate 

It to work in divers ways to bring that king lo loi 

im with plagues and calamities not a few. 

He tempted Saul to spare the king of Amelek, coi 
Cary lo God's express command. 

He not only tempted Saul, but possessed him will 

I evil spirit, by which he was left to wayward dispa 
itions, atid was forced to have it Mdted out of h ' 
Ih a minstrel, 

He tempted Saul with a spirit of discontent, 

'ith a spirit of envy at poor David, to hunt him likafl 

.rtridge upon Ihe mountains. 

He tempted Saul with a spirit of divination, i 
t him to a witch to inquire of Samuel for-him ; 
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if God would help hiiu wlien he was dead, that had 1 
forsaken him when he was alive. 

After that, he tempted him to kill himself, on a pr&- I 
tence thai he might not fall into the hands of the un- 
circumcise^; as if self-murder was not half so bad, 
either for sin against God, er disgrace among me 
being taken prisoner by a Philistine ! A piece of mad- 
ness none but the Devil contd have brought mankind 1 
to submit to, though some ages after that he made it s 
fashion among the Romaus. 

After Saul was dead, and David came lo the throne, 
by how much he was a man chosen and particularly | 
favored by Heaven, the Devil fell upon him with the j 
more vigor, attacked him so many ways, and con- J 
quered him so very often, that as no man was so good | 
a king, so hardly any good king was ever a worse I 
man; in many cases one would have almost thought ] 
the Devil had made sport with David, lo show how 
easily he could overthrow the best man God could 
choose of the whole congregation. 

He made him distrust his benefactor so much as to 
feign himself mad before the king of Gath, when he 
had fled to htm for shelter. 

He made him march with his four hundred cut- 
throats, to cut ofl" poor Nabal, and all Kis household, 
only because he would not send him the good cheer he ' 
had provided for his honest sheep-shearers. 

He made him, for his word's sake, give Ziba half I 
his master's estate for his treachery, after he knew he j 
had been the traitor, and betrayed poor Mephiboshcth 1 
for the sake of it : in which 






len he tempted him to the ridiculous project of 1 
.bering the people, though against God's express I 
command; a thing Joab biciself was not wicked 1 
enough to do, till David and the Devil forced hiiaj 
to it. 

And to make him completely wicked, he carried him 
lo the top of his house, and showed him Uriah's wife, 
bathing in hei garden. In which it appeared that th£ 
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Devil knew David too well, and what was the parti>. 
ciilar sin of his inclination; and so took him by lhe> 
right handle; drawing him at once into the sins of 
murder aud adultery. 

Then, that he might not quite give him over, (thougl 
David's repentance for the last sin kept the Devil of" 
for a while,) when he could attack him no farther pei 
sonally, he fell upon him in his family, and made hii 
as miserable as he could desire him lo be, in his chi 
dren; three of whom he brought to destruction befoi 
his face, and another after his death. 

First, he templed Ammon to ravish his sister, Tamai 
so there was an end of her, poor girl, as to this world' 
for we uever hear any more of her. 

Then he tempted Absalom to murder his brotl 
Ammon, in revenge for Tamar's virtne. 

Then he made Joab run Absalom through the 
contrary to David's command. 

And after David's death he brought Adonijah (■ 
man I) to the block, for usurping king SolomoQ'j 
throne. 

As to Absalom, he tempted him to rebellion, 
raising war against his father, to the turning hii 
shamefully out of Jerusalem, and almost out of tl 
kingdom. 

He tempted him for David's farther mortificatioi 
to insult his father's wives, in the face of the who! 
city; and, had Achitophel's honest counsel been fol 
lowed, he had certainly sent hinl to sleep with 
fathers, long before his lime — but there Salau 
Acliitophel were both outwitted together. 

Through all the reigns of the several successors 
David, the Devil took care to carry on his own game, 
to the continual insulting the measures which God 
himself had taken for the establishing his people in the 
world, and especially as a church; till at last he so 
effectually debauched them lo idolatry ; that crin 
which of all others was most provoking to God, as 
was carrying the people away from their allegianc_,„ 
and transposing the homage they owed God theij 
Maker, lo a contemptible block of wood, or an image 
of a brute beast; and this how sordid and brutish 
soever it was in itself, yet so did his artifice prevail 
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among them, that, first or lost, he brought them all 
into it, the ten tribes as well as the two tribes; till, at 
last, God himself was provoked to unctinrch them, 
gave them up to their enemies, and the few that wei 
left of tliem, after incredible slaughters and desolatioi 
were hurried away, some into Tartary, and others it ' 
Babylon, from whence very few, of that few that w» 
carried away, ever found their way home again ; ai 
some, when they might have come, would not acce] 
of it, but continued there to the very coming of tl 
Messiah. See epistles of St. James, and of SL Petei 
at the beginning. 

But to look a little back upon this part (for it canD< 
be omitted, it makes so considerable a part of tt 
Devil's history;) I mean his drawing God's peoplt 
kings and all, into all the sins and mischiefs whi< 
gradually contributed to their destruction : 

First, (for he began immediately with the very hi 
and wisest of the race,) he drew in King Solomon, 
the midst of all his zeal for the building God's hot 
and for the making the most glorious and niagnificei 
appearance for God's worship that ever the world saw^ 
1 say, in the middle of all this, he drew htm into such 
immoderate and insatiable an appetite for fame, as to 
set up the first, and perhaps the greatest seraglio that 
ever any prince in the world had, or pretended to be-i 
fore ; nay, and to bring it so much into reputation, thai " 
as the text says. Seven hundred of them were prii 
cesses; that is to say, ladies of quality; not as tl 
grand signors, and great moguls (other princes of tliB 
Eastern world,) have since practised, namely, to pick 
up their most beautiful slaves; but these, it seems 
were women of rank, king's daughters, as Pharaoh'i 
daughter, and the daughters of the princes and prii 
men among the Moabiies, Ammonites, Zidonians, HU 
tites, &x:. 1 Kings xi. 1. 

Nor was this all ; but as he drew him into the love 
of those forbidden women (for such they were, as to 
their nation, as well as number,) so he ensnared him 
by those women to a familiarity with their worship; 
and by degrees brought that famous prince (famous 
for his wisdom) to be the greatest and most imposed- 
UpoQ old fool in the woild ; bowing down to thois 
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idols by the enticing of his women, whom he had ab- i 
horred and detested in his youth, as dishonoring that') 
God for whom, and for whose worship, he had finished ' 
and dedicated the most magnificent building and tem- 
ple in the world. Nothing but the invincible subtlety 
of this arch-devil could ever have brought such a maa 
as Solomon to such a degeneracy of manners, and to 
such meannasses; no, not his Devil himself, without 
the assistance of his agents, nor the agents themselves, 
without the Devil to help them. 

As to Solomon, Satan had made conquest enough 
there; we need hear no more of him. The next ad- 
vance he made, was in the person of his son Rehoboam. 
Had not the Devil prompted his pride, and tyrannical 
humor, he would never have given the people such an 
answer as he did ; and when he saw a fellow at the , 
head of them too, who he knew wanted and waited iot ^ 
an occasion to raise a rebellion, and had ripened up iha I 
people's humor to the occasion. Welt might the text J 
call it listening to the counsel of the young ! 
that it was indeed with a vengeance ! but those young 1 
heads too were acted by an old Devil, who, for hu j 
craft, is called, as I have observed, the old Serpent. 

Having thus paved the way, Jeroboam revolts. So 1 
far God had directed him ; for the test says expressly, 
speaking in the first person of God himself, "This J 
thing is of me." 

But though God might appoint Jeroboam to be king 1 
(that is to say, of ten tribes,) yet God did not appoint J 
him to set up the two calves in the two extreme parta 1 
of the land; namely, in Dan, and in Bethel; that was [ 
Jeroboam's own doing, and done on purpose to keep 
the people from failing back to Rehoboam, by being 
obliged to go to Jerusalem to the public worship. And 
the text adds, "Jeroboam made Israel to sin." Thia 
was indeed a master-piece of the Devil's policy, and it 
was effectual to answer the end; nothing could have 
been more to the purpose. What reason he had to 1 
expect the people would so universally come into it f 
and be so well satisfied with a couple of calves, instead J 
of the true worship of God at Jerusalem; or what ] 
arts and management he (Satan) made use of after- 
wards, to bring the people in, to Join wltli such a deltirj 
13 ■ 
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sion; that we find but little of in all the annals 4 
Satan ; nor is it much lo the case. It is certain f 
Devil found a strange kind of propensity to worshi 
ping idols rooted in the temper of that whole peopm 
even from tlieir first breaking away from the Egy^pti^ 
bondage; so that he had nothing to do bnt to woa 
upon the old stock, and propagate the crime that I 
found was so natural to them. And this i " 
general way of working, not with them only, bnt witf 
us also, and with all the world, even then, and ev< 
^ncc. 

I When he had thus secured Jeroboam's revolt, 
»ed not trace him among his successors ; for the s 
_ lason of state that held for the setting up the calw 
at Bethel and Dan, held good for the keeping them b]£ 
to all Jeroboam's posterity; nor had they one got 
king ever after ; even Jehu, who called his friends | 
me and see his zeal for the Lord, and who fulfilled' 
B threatenings of God upon Ahab and his family, and 
,K)n Queen Jezebel, and her offspring, and knew all the 
tiile that he was executing the judgment of the trne 
God upon an idolatrous race; yet he would not part 
with his calves, but would have thought it had been 
parting with his kingdom, and that as the people 
would have gone up to Jerusalem to worship, so lhey_ 
would at the same time have transferred their t 
obedience to the king of Judah (whose right it real 
was, as far as they could claim by birth and rirf 
line;) so that, by the way, Satan anymore than 
politicians, is not for the jus divinum of lineal succei 
sion, or what we call hereditary right, any farther tT 
serves for his purpose. 

Thus Satan ridded his hands of ten of the t 
tribes; let us now see how he went on with the rea 
for his work was now brought into a narrower c 
pass ; the church of God was now reduced to t 
tribes, except a few religious people, who separa 
from the schism of Jeroboam, and came and plantfl 
themselves among the tribes of Judah and Benjamin 
E first thing the Devil did after this, was to foma 
fe'Var between the two kings, while Judah was go^ 
by a boy or youth, Abijah by name; and 1 
tea of the best neither. But Cod'a tinw WT" "^ 
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come, and iHb Devii received a great disappointment; ■ 
when Jeroboam was so entirely overthrown, that, if 1 
the records of those ages do not mistake, no less tliai^ 1 
five hundred thousand men of Israel were killed ; sucn 1 
a slaughter, that one would think the army of Jiidah, 
had they known how to improve as well as gain a>, 
victory, might have brought all the rest back again, ■ 
and have entirely reduced the house of Jeroboam, ana ] 
the ten tribes that followed liim, to their obediencej 
nay, they did take a great deal of the country froo I 
them, and among the rest Bethel itself; and yet S9'J 
cunningly did Satan manage, that the king of Judah, I 
who was himself a wicked king, and perhaps an idol* J 
ater in his heart, did not take down the golden cal£ 1 
that Jeroboam had there, no nor destroy the idolatry J 
itself; so that, in short, his victory signified nothing. I 

From hence to the captivity, we find the Devil buajrl 
with the kings of Judah ; especially the best of them. I 
As for such as Manasseh, and those who transgressed J 
by the general tenor of their lives, those he had nffi 
great trouble with. f 

But such as Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah^.l 
he hung about them, and their courts, till he broughlv 
every one of them into some mischief or other. I 

As first, good King Asa, of whom the ScriptunJ 
says, his heart was perfect all his days, yet this subtla-S 
spirit, that could break in upon hhn nowhere elsOfB 
tempted him, when the king of Israel came out againsll 
him, to send to hire Benhadad, the king of Syria, t 
help him; as if God, who had before enabled him t 
conquer the Ethiopians with an army of ten hundred 1 
thousand men, could not have saved him from the 1 
king of the ten tribes. I 

In the same manner he tempted Jehoshaphat to joiq 1 
with that wicked King Ahab against the king of Syria, I 
and also to marry his son to Ahab's daughter, whictkJ 
was fatal to Jehoshaphat, and to his posterity. .■ 

Again, he tempted Hezekiah to show all his riche«S 
to the king of Babylon's messengers; and who canl 
doubt, but that he (Satan) is to be imderslood by the 1 
wicked spirit which stood before the Lord, 2 Chron. 
xviii. 20, and offered his service to entice Abab the 
king of Israel to come out to battle, to his ruin, hj 
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being a lying spirit in the nioiillis of all his prophel 
and who, for that time, had a special commission, 
he had another lime, in ihe case of Job 7 and indet 
it was a commission fit for nobody but the Oevili^l 
" Thou shall entice him, and thou slialt also prevail|^ 
Go out, aod do even so," verse 21. 

Even good Josiah himself, of whom it is recordet 
that " like him there was no king before him, neiihs 
after him arose there any like him," 2 Kings x 
yet the Devil never left him with his machiuationtf 
till, finding he could not tempt him to anything wickeir 
in his government, he tempted or moved him to t 
needless war with the king of Egypt, in which he li 
his life. 

From the death'of this good king, the Devil prevailej 
so with the whole nation of the Jews, and brougl 
them to such an incorrigible pitch of wickedness, thu^ 
God gave them up, forsook his habitation of glory, th( 
temple, which he suffered to be spoiled first, then bnrotl 
and demolished; destroying the whole natiqfi of th^l 
Jews, except a small number that were left, and thos^l 
the enemy carried away into captivity. 

Nor was he satisfied with this general destruction of 
the whole people of Israel, for the ten tribes were gone 
before ; but he followed them even into their captivity ; 
those that fled away to Egypt, which they tell us were 
seventy thousand, he first corrupted, and then they 3 
were destroyed there, upon the overthrow of Egypt^J 
by the same king nf Babylon. 

Also he went very near to have them rooted r 
Young and old, man, woman, and child, who were ii 
captivity in Babylon, by the ministry of that true agei 
of hell, Haman, the Agagiie ; hut there Satan met wit 
a disappointment too, as in the story of Esther, whie 
was but the fourth that he had met with, in all 1 
management since the creation; I say, there he v 
disappointed, and his prime minister, Haman, was eH 
alted, as he deserved. 

Having thus far traced the government and domift 
ion of the Devil, from the creation ( " 
captivity; I think I may call upon him to set up h 
standard of universal empire, at that period ; it seer 
just then as if God had really forsaken the earth, i 
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jiTeo th« entire dominion of mankind up to his out- 
tfigeous enemy the Devil ; for, excepting the few 
^raelites which were left in the territories of the king 
"T Babylon, and they were but a few, I say, except 
mong them, there was not one corner of the world 
ift where the true God was called upon, or tiis 
iominion so much as acknowledged; all the world 
Iras buried in idolatry, and that of so many horrid 
kinds, that one would think, the light of reason should 
have convinced mankind, that he who exacted such 
bloody sacrifices as that of Moloch, and such a bloody 
cutting themselves with knives, as the priests of Baal 
did, could not be a God, a good and beneficent being, 
but must be a cruel, voracious and devouring devil, 
f whose end was not the good, but the destruction of 
bis creatures. But to such a height was the blind, 
dementated world arrived at that time, that in these 
sordid and corrupt ways they went on worshipping 
dumb idols, and offering human sacrifices to them ; 
and, in a word, committing all the most horrid and 
absurd abominations that they were capable of, or 
thai the Devil could prompt them too, till heaven was 
again put, as it were, to the necessity of bringing 
about a revolution, in favor of his own forsaken 
people, by miracle and surprise, as he had done 
before, 

We come therefore to the restoration or return of 
the captivity. Had Satan been able to have acted 
anything by force, as I have observed before, all the 
princes and powers of the world having been, as they 
xeally were, at his devotion, he might easily have 
made use of them, armed all the world against the 

I Jews, and prevented the rebuilding the temple, and 
•Fen the return of the captivity. 
I But now the Devil's power manifestly received a 
■heck, and the hand of God appeared in it; and that 
pe was resolvecl to reestablish his people the Jews, and 
lo have a second temple built. The Devil who knew 
|he extent of his own power loo well, and what lini- 
Btations were laid upon him, stood still, as it were,^^ 
looking on, and not daring to oppose the return of t^^^| 
captivity, which he very well knew had been pn^^H 
phesied, and would come to pass. ^^H 

13* ^H 
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He did indeed make some little opposition to 
lilding, and lo the foriifying the cily^ but as it wi 
no purpose, so he was soon obliged to give it 
imd thus the captivity being relnrned, and the temi 
Tebuilt, the people of the Jews increased and mul 
plied to an infinite mitnber and strength ; and frofift^ 
this time we may say, the power of the Devil ratht 
declined and decreased, than went on with success, i _ 
it had done before : it is tnie the Jews fell into secWJ 
and errors, and divisions of many kinds, after tl 
return from the captivity, and no doubt the Devil hi 
a great hand in those divisions; but he could ne- 
bring them back to idolatry; and his not being able 
do that, made him turn his hand so many ways 
plague and oppress them ; as particniarly by Antiochi 
the Great, who brought the abomination of desolatii 
into the holy place ; and there the Devil trinmpl 
over them for some time ; but they were deliver) 
many ways, till at last they came peaceably under tl 
protection rather than the dominion of the Romi 
empire: when Herod the Great governed them as 
king, and reedified, nay, almost rebuilt their temple; 
with so great an expense and magnificence, that he 
made it, as some say, greater and more glorious than 
that of Solomon's; though, that I take to be a great 

fable, to say no worse of it. 

In this condition the Jewish church stood, when the 
fullness of time, as it is called in scripture, was 
come ; and the Devil was kept at bay, though he had 
made some encroachments upon them as above; for 
there was a glorious remnant of saints among them, 
such as old Zacharias, the father'of John the Baptist, 
and old Simeon, who wailed for the salvation o£^ 
Israel ; I say, in this condition the Jewish chui 
stood when the Messiah came into the world ; whii 
was such another mortal stab to the thrones and pi 
cipalities infernal, as that of which I have spoki 
already^, (chap, iii.,) at the creation of man ; and thei 
fore, with this I break off the antiquities of the Devil' 
history, or the ancient part of his kingdom; for froirf 
hence downward we shall find his empire has declined 
gradually; and though, by his wonderful address, his 
prodigious application, and the vigilance and fidelit] 
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of his instruments, as well human as infernal and 
diabolical, and of the human as well the ecclesiastic 
as the secular, he has many times retrieved what he 
has lost, and sometimes bid fair for recovering the 
universal empire he once possessed over mankind - 
yet he has been still defeated again, repulsed, ana 
beaten back, and his kingdom has greatly declined in 
many parts of the world ; and especially in the north- 
era parts, except Great Britain ; and how he has 
Solitically maintained his interest, and increased his 
ominion among the wise and righteous generation 
that we cohabit with and among, will be the subject 
of the modem part of Satan's history, and of which 
we are next to give an account 
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CHAPTEB I. 

I HAVE examined the antiquities of Satan's history 
in the former part of this work, and brought his affaira 
down from the creation, as far as to our blessed Chris- 
tian times; especially to the coming of the Messiah, 
when one would think the Devil could have nothing 
to do among us. I have indeed but touched at such 
things which might have admitted of a farther 
description of Satan's affairs, and the particulars of 
which we may all come to a farther knowledge of 
hereafter ; yet I think 1 have spoken to the material 
part of his conduct, as it relates to his empire in thia 
world. What has happened to his more sublimated 
government, and his angelic capacities, I shall have 
an occasion to touch at in several solid particulars a» 
we go along. 

The Messiah was now born, the fullness of tira« 
was come, that the Old Serpent was to have his head 
broken ; that is to say, his empire or dominion ovet 
man, which he gained by the fall of our first father 
and mother in paradise, received a downfall or over- 
throw. 

It is worth observing, in order to confirm what I 
have already mentioned of the limitation of Satan's 
power, that not only his angelic strength seems to 
have received a farther blow upon the coming of the 
Son of God into the world, but he seems to have hal 
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L blow^ Upon his intellects; his serpentine craft ai 
devil-like siibtilty seems to have been circumscribed, 
and cut short; and instead of his being so cunning a 
fellow as before, when, as I said, it is evident he out- 
wilted all mankind, not only Eve, Cain, Noah, Lot, 
and all the patriarchs, but even nations of men, and 
Ihat in their pnblic capacity ; and thereby led them 
into absurd and ridiculous things, such as the building 
of Babel, and deifyhig and worsliipping their kings, 
when dead and rotten ; idolizing beasts, slocks, sloues, 
anything, and even nothing; and, in a word, when he 
managed mankind just as he pleased. 

Now, and from this time forward, he appeared a 
weak, foolish, ignorant Devil, compared to what he 
was before. He was upon almost every occasion 
resisted, disappointed, balked and defeated ; especially 
in all his attempts to thwart or cross the mission and 
ministry of the Messiah, while he was upon earth, and 
Bometimes upon other and very mean occasions too. 

And first; how foolish a project was it, and how 
below Satan's celebrated artifice in like cases, to put 
Herod upon sending to kill the poor innocent children 
in Bethlehem, in hopes to destroy the infant ! for I 
take it for granted, it was the Devil put into Herod's 
thoughts that execntion, how simple and foolish 
soever; now we must allow him to be very ignorant 
of the nativity himself, or else he might easily have 
guided his friend Herod to the place where the infant 
was. 

This shows that either the Devil is in general igno- 
rant, as we are, of what is to come in the world, before 
it is really come to pass ; and, consequently, can forteil 
nothing, no not so much as our famous old Merlin or 
Mother Shipton did ; or else that great event was hid 
from him by an immediate power superior to his, 
fcffhich I cannot think neither, considering how much 
Ite was concerned in it, and how certainly he knew 
I'lhat it was once to come to pass, 

But be that as it will, it is certain the Devil knew 
■toothing where Christ was born, or when ; nor was he 
ible to direct Herod to find him out; and therefi) 
put him upon that foolish, as well as cruel order, 
3» 
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kill all ihe cliildreu, that tie might be sure to destroy I 
the Messiali among the rest. 

The next simple step that the Devil look, and ] 
indeed the most foolish one that h^ could ever htt I 
charged with, unworthy the very dignity of a devil, and I 
below the uiiOerslanding that he always was allowed I 
to act with, was that of coming to tempt the Messiah | 
in the wilderness ; it is certain, artd he owned it him^ 1 
self afterwards, upon many, occasions, that Ihe Devit ] 
knew our Saviour lo be the Son of God ; and it is as | 
certain that he knew, that as such he could have no I 
power or advantage over him ; how foolish then waa j 
It in him to attack him in that manner, " if thou beest I 
the Son of God 'J" why he knew him to be the Son of j 
God well enough ; he said so afterwards, " I knov I 
thee wlio thou art, the holy one of God ;" how thea I 
could he be so weak a devil as to say, if thou art, then | 
do so and so ? 

The case is plain, the Devil, though he knew hifflt I 
to be the Son of God, did not fully know the mysteiy [ 
of the incarnation ; nor did he know how far the' I 
inanition of Christ exjended, and whether, as man, her | 
was not subject to fall as Adam was, though hi9 1 
reserved godhead might be still immaculate and pure; I 
and upon this foot, as he would leave no method- I 
untried, he attempts him three times, one immediately" ] 
after another ; but then, finding himself disappointed, j 
he Aed. 

This evidently proves, that the Devil was ignoranlf j 
of the great mystery of. godliness, as the text calls it, 
God manifest in the fiesh ; and therefore made that | 
foolish attempt upon Christ, thinking to have con- 
quered his human nature, as capable of sin, which it ] 
was not : and at this repulse hell groaned ; the whole | 
army of regimented devils received a wound, and felt I 
the shock of it ; it was a second overthrow to them ; 
they had a long chain of success; carried a devilisq I 
conquest over the greatest part of the creation of Godi [ 
but now they were cut short, the seed of the woman i 
was now come to break the serpent's head ; that ia, to 
cut short his power, to contract the limits of his king- 
dom, and, in a word, to dethrone him in the world. 
No doubt the Devil received a shock ; for you find 
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him, always afterward, crying out in a horrible man- 
ner, whenever Christ met with him, or else very 
humble and submissive; as when he begged leave to 
go into the herd of swine, a ihing he has often doi 
since. 

Defeated here, the first slralagem I find him ci 
cerned in after it, was his entering into Judas, a 
putting hira upon betraying Christ to the chief priest j 
but here again he was entirely mistaken ; for lie did 
not see, as much a devil as he was, what the event 
would be. But, when he came to know, that if 
Christ was put to death, he would become a propitia- 
tory, and be the great sacrifice of mankind, so lo 
rescue the fallen race from that death they had 
incurred the penalty of, by the fall ; that this was the 
fulfilhng of all scripture prophecy; and that thus it 
■was that Christ was to be the end of the law ; I say, 
as soon as he perceived this, he strove all he could to 
prevent it, and disturbed Pilate's wife In her sleep, '^'' 
order to set her upon her husband lo hinder his delii 
ering hira up to the Jews ; for then, and not till thi 
he knew how Christ was to vanquish hell by 
power of his cross. 

Thus the Devil was disappointed and exposed ia 
every slep he took; and as he now plainly saw his 
kingdom declining, and even the temporal kingdom of 
Christ rising up upon the ruins of his (Satan's) power, 
he seemed to retreat into his own region the air, and 
to consult there with his fellow devils, what measures 
he should lake next to preserve his dominion among 
men. Here it was that he resolved upon that truly 
hellish thing called persecution; by which, though he 
|irored a foohsh devil in that too, he flattered himself 

i should be able to destroy God's church, and root 
Ut its professors from the earth, even almost as soon 
iR it was established ; whereas, on the contrary, 
peaven connteracEed him there too ; and though he 

med the whole Roman empire against the Christians, 

at is to say, the whole world, and they were faJlen 

wn everywhere, with all the fury and rage of some 
F the most flaming tyrants that the world ever saw, 
f whom Nero was the first ; yet, in spite of hell, God 

ide all the blood, which the Devil caused lo be spilt. 
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to be semen ecchsia.; and ihe Devil had the mortiGcifl 
tion to Bee, that the number of Christians inc 
even under the very means he made use of to roc 
them out, and destroy them. This wras the cai 
through the reign of ail the Roman empej-ors, for tJ 
first three hundred years after Christ, 

Having thus tried ali the metliods tliat best suited 
his inclination, 1 mean those of blood and death, con 
plicated with tortures, and all kinds of cruelty, aot 
that for so long a space of time as above ; the Devi 
all on a sudden, as if glutted with blood, and satiate^ 
with destruction, sits still, and becomes a peaceaba 
spectator for a good while ; as if he either found him ' 
self unable, or had no disposition, to hinder the pro 
gress of Christianity, in the first ages of its settlemei 
in Ihe world. In this interval the Christian churo! 
was established under Constantine, religion flourished 
in peace, and under the most perfect tranquillity. 
Devil seemed to be at a loss what he should do nexH 
and things began to took as if Satan's kingdom was ti 
an end. But he soon let them see, that he was ttu 
same indefatigable Devil that ever he was; and tbl 
prosperity of the church gave him a large field of act 
tion ; for knowing the disposition of mankind lo quarre' 
and dispute, the universal passion rooted in nature 
especially among the Churchmen, for precedency and' 
dominion, he fell to work with them immediately; 
that, turning the tables, and reassuming the subtlety 
and craft, which, I say, he seemed to have lost in ih) 
former four hundred years, he gained more ground il 
the next ages of (he church, and went farther towarcT 
restoring his power and empire in the world, and 1(^9 
wards overthrowing that very church which was s 
lately established, than all he had done by fire and^ 
blood before. 

His policy now seemed lo be edged with resentmen^fl 
for the mistakes he had made ; as if the Devil, lookinT^ 
back with anger at himself, to see what a fool he hai 
beefl, to expect to crush religion by persecution, re 
joiced for having discovered, that liberty and dominioa.! 
was the only way to ruin the church, uot fire aodJ 
faggot; and that he had nothing to do, but to give th«f 

aJotis people their utmost liberty in religion. 
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Mwing error and variety of opinion among ihem, an^l 
they would bring fire and faggot in fast enough ajnon j 
themselves, 

It mnst be confessed these were devilish polilicajj^ 
and so sure was ihe aim, and so certain was the Devi| 
lo hit his mark by Ihem, that we find he not only di^ 
not fail then, bnt the same hellish methods have pre 
vailed slill, and wili do so to the end of the worldj, 
Nor had the Devil ever a belter game to play than this^ 
for the ruin of religion, as we shall have room to shoi) 
in many examples, besides that of the dissenters i 
England, who are evidently weakened by the lat^ 
toleration. Whether the Devil had any hand in I 
ing his hook with an a — of parliament or no, historj 
is silent; but it is too evident he has catched the f 
by it; and if the honest church of England does r 
in pity, and Christian charity to the dissenters, straid 
en her hand a little, I cannot but fear the Devil wil| 
gain his point, and the dissenter will be undone by i1 

Upon this new foot of politics the Devil began wirt 
the emperors themselves. Arius, the father of the her 
etics of that age, having broached his opinions _ 
Athanasins, the orthodox bishop of the east, opposinji 
him; the Devil no sooner saw the door open to stria 
and imposition, but he thrust himself in, and raisiof 
the qnarret up lo a suited degree of rage and sp! 
he involved the good emperor himself in it first; 
Athanasius was banished and recalled, and banishej 
and recalled again, several times, as error ran higU 
and as the Devil either got or lost ground, After C« 
stantine, the next emperor was a child of his OWH 
(Arian;) and then the court came ail into the quarre 
as courts often do ; and then the Arians and the orllw 
dox persecuted one another as furiously as the Pagand 
persecuted them all before. To such an height thn 
Devil brought his conquest, in the very infancy of ihl 
question; and so much did he prevail over the tril( 
Christianity of the primitive church, even before theL 
had enjoyed the liberty of the pure worship twenty 
years. ' 

Flushed with this success, the Devil made one push 
for Ihe restoring Paganism, and bringing on the old 
worship of the heathen idols and temples j but, Uke oui 
14 I 
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King James II. he drove too hard, and Julian had fl 
provoked the whole Romaa empire, which was gens- 
rally, at that lime, become Christian, that had thtA 
apostate lived, he would not have been able to harel 
held the throne; and, as he was cut ofT in his begia<4 
ning. Paganism expired with him, and the Devil him;^ 
selfmight have cried out, as Julian did, and with mud 
more propriety, Vicisti, Galilae. 

Jovian, the next emperor, being a glorious ChristianJ 
and a very good and great man, the Devil abdicaledf 
for a while, and left the Christian armies to reestablisbPl 
the orthodox faith ; nor could he bring the Christiani 
to a breach again among themselves a great whits 
after. 

However, time, and a diligent Devil, did the worfcf 
at last ; and when the emperors' concerning themselvai " 
one way or other did not appear sufficient to answei 
his end, he changed hands again, and went to workV 
with the clergy. To set the doctors effectually togetherJ 
by the ears, he threw in the new notion of primacy-J 
among them, for a bone of contention ; the bait took^l 
the priests swallowed it eagerly down ; and the DevJ,-^ 
a cunninger fisherman than ever St. Peter was, struck-1 
them (as the anglers call it) with a quick hand, and'J 
hung them fast upon the hook. ■! 

Having them thus in his clutches, and they being J 
now, as we may say, his own, they took their mea»-<'fl 
ures afterwards from him, and most obediently followed" F 
his directions; nay, I will not say but he mayhavaif 
had pretty much the management of the whole society; 1 
ever since, of what profession or party soever they 1 
may have been, with exception only to the reverend I 
and right reverend among ourselves. 1 

The sacred, aa above, being thus hooked in, and tha- 1 
Devil being at the head of their affairs, matters wentT 
on most gloriously his own way; first, the bishops fell I 
to bandying and party-making for the superiority, as> 
heartily as ever temporal tyrants did for dominion f 
and took as black and devilish methods to carry it on,.' 
as the worst of those tyrants ever had done before 1 
ihera. I 

At last Satan declared for the Roman pontiff, and] 
ihal upon excellent conditions, in the reign of th^ 
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iperor Mauritius; for Boniface, who had I 
ided for the title of supreme, fell inio a treaty with 
'hocas, captain of the emperor's guards; whether ihe 
%ergaiti was from hell or not, let any one judge; the 
conditions absolutely entitle the Devil to tlie honor of 
making ihe contract; namely, that Phocas first mur- 
dering his master (the emperor,) and his sons, Boniface 
should countenance the treason, and declare him em- 
peror; and, in return, Phocas should acknowledge the 
primacy of the church of Rome, and declare Boniface 
universal bishop. A blessed compact ! which at once 
set the Devil at the head of aifairs in the Christian 
world, as well spiritual as temporal, ecclesiastic as 
civil. Since the conquest over Eve in Paradise, by 
which death and the Devil, hand in hand, established 
their first empire upon earth, the Devil never gained a 
tiore important point than he gained at this time. 

He had indeed prospered in his affairs tolerably well 
foe some time before this, and his interest among the 
clergy had got ground for some ages; hut that was 
indeed a secret management, was carried on privately, 
and with difiiciilty; as in sowing discord and faction 
among the people, perplexing the councils of their 
princes, and secretly wheedling in with the dignified 
clergy. 

Also he had raised abundance of little church-rebel- 
lions, by setting up heretics of several kinds, and rais- 
ing them favorers among the clergy, such as Bbion, 
Cerinthus, Pclagius, and others. 

He had drawn in the bishops of Rome lo set up the 

ridiculous pageantry of the key; and while he, the 

Devil, set open the gales of hell to them all, put them 

upon locking up the gales of heaven, and giving the 

' Ishop the key ; a cheat which, as gross as it was, the 

gilded over, or so blinded the age to receive it, 

.at, like Gideon's ephod, ail the Catholic world went 

■whoring after the idol ; and the bishop of Rome sent 

lore fools to the Devil by it, than ever he pretended 

I let into heaven, though he opened the door as wide 

OS his key was able to do. 

The story of this key being given to the bishop of 
Rome by St. Peter, (who, by the way, never had it 
himself,) and of its being lost by somebody or other ^ 
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(the Devil it seems did not tell them who,) and i 
being found again by a Lombard soldier, in the armT^ 
of King Anlharis; who, atlempting to cut it with hul 
loiife, was miraculously forced to direct the wound 6 
himself, and cut his own throat; that King Anthari^V 
and his nobles, happened to see the fellow do it, &n&^ 
were converted to Christianity by it ; and that the kind^ 
sent the key, with another made like it, to Pope Pela-T 
gius, then bishop of Rome, who thereupon assumed th^ 
power of opening and shutting heaven's gates ; and he I 
afterwards setting a price, or toll, upon the entrance^ 
as we do here at passing a turnpike. These fioT 
things, I say, were successfully managed for ; 
years before this I am now speaking of; and the Devi 
got a great deal of ground by it too; but now he tli*st 
iimphed openly, and, having set up a murderer upoir^ 
the temporal throne, and a church emperor upon thrf 
ecclesiastic throne, and both of his own choosing, th*5 
Devil may be said to begin his new kingdom from thhf 
epocha, and call it the restoration. 

Since this lime indeed, the Devil's affairs went verj 
merrily on, and the clergy brought so many gewgawi 
into their worship, and such devilish principles wer6 
mixed with that which we call the Christian faith^ 
that in a word, from this time, the bishop of Rom 
commenced whore of Babylon, in all the most expreaj 
terms that could be imagined. Tyranny of the word 
sort crept into the pontificate, errors of all sorts into ihN 
profession ; and they proceeded from one thing to an^ 
other, till the very pope, for so the bishop of Rom 
was now called, by way of distinction ; I say, 
popes themselves, their spiritual guides, profes 
openly to confederate with the Devil, and to carry oip 
a personal and private correspondence with him, at thtP | 
same time taking npon them the title of ChrisfirN 
vicar, and the infallible guide of the consciences t * 
Christians. 

This we have sundry instances of in some merr 
popes; who, if fame lies not, were sorcerers, magician^ 
had familiar spirits, and immediate conversation wit^ 
the Devii, as well visibly as invisibly, and by ihia' 
means became what we call devils incarnate. Upotf 
&js account it iSj that I have left the conversation thq 
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passes between devils and men to this place, as w^ 
because I believe it differs much now in his modem 
state, from what it was in his ancient state; 
therefore, that which most concerns us belongs raibei 
to this part of his history ; as also, becauso, as 1 1 
now writing to the present age, 1 choose to bring t 
most significant parts of his history, especially as thejj 
relate to ourselves, into that part of time tliat we atf 
most concerned in. 

The Devil had once, as I observed before, the uni* 
versal monarchy or government of mankind in bimself^l 
and I doubt not but, in that flourishing state of hii 
affairs, he governed them like what he is, namely, ai|, 
absolute tyrant ; during this theocracy of his, for Satan 
is called the God of this world, he did not familiariai 
himself to mankind so much, as he finds occasion 1 
do now; there was not then so much need of it; 
governed them with an absolute sway; he had I 
oracles, where he gave audience to his votaries like ii 
deity ; and he had his sub-gods, who under his severi^ 
dispositions, received the homage of mankind in the! 
names ; such were all the rabble of the heathen deities 
from Jupiter the supreme, to the Lares, or household 
gods, of every family ; these, I say, like residents, r 
ceived the prostrations ; but the homage was all S 
tan's ; the Devil had the substance of it all, which waj 
the idolatry. 

During this, administration of hell, there was les 
witchcraft, less true literal magic, than there has bee 
since ; there was indeed no need of it, the Devil di^ 
not stoop to the mechanism of his more modern t _ 
rations, but ruled as a deity, and received the vowfl 
and the bows of his subjects in more state, and wi^ 
more solemnity; whereas, since that, he is content t 
employ more agents, and take more pains himself toe _ 
now he runs up and down hackney in the world, moii 
like a drudge than a prince, and much more than lam 
did then. 

Hence all those things we call apparitions i 
visions of ghosts, familiar spirits, and dealings wittV-^ 
the Devil, of which there is so great a variety in the 
world at this time, were not so much known among 
the people, in those first ages of the Devil's kingdom: 
14# — 
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in a word, the Devil seems to be put to liis shifts, aHJ 
to fly lo art and stratagem for [lie carrying on his a' 
fairs, much more now than he did then. 

One reason for this may be, that he has been moi 
discovered and exposed in these ages, than he was b 
fore ; then he could appear in the world in his ow 
proper shapes, and yet not be known; when the soW 
of God appeared at the divine summons, Satan cam' 
along with them; but now he has. played so manjfl 
scurvy tricks upon men, and they know him so welij 
that he is obliged to play quite out of sight, and act im 
disguise ; mankind will allow nothing of bis doinn 
and hear nothing of his saying, in his own naraflO 
And if you propose anything to be done, and it be ba( 
said the Devil is to help in the doing it; or if y 
say of any man, he deals with the Devil, or the DeTjl 
has a hand in it ; everybody flies him, and shuns hiiM 
as the most frightful thing in the world. 

Nay, if anything strange and improbable be dotM 
or related to be done, we presently say the Devil weuM 
at the doing it. Thus the great ditch at Newmarket^ 
heath is called the Devil's ditch; so the Devil buUr 
Crowland Abbey, and the whispering place in Glo^ 
cestet cathedral; nay, the cave at Castleton, only ba^ 
cause there is no getting to the farther end of it, is called! 
the Devil's place, and the like. The poor people of I 
Wiltshire, when yon ask them how the great stones at > 
Stonehenge wore brought thither? they will all tell I 
you the Devil brought them. If any mischief extra- 
ordinary befalls ns, we presently say the Devil was in 
it, and the Devil would have it so; in a word, tht \ 
Devil has got an ill name among us, and so he is faift 
to act more inco^. than he used to do, play out of 
sight himself, and work by the sap, as the engineer! | 
call it; and not openly and avowedly, in his own 
name and person, as formerly, though perhaps ncA 
with less success than he did before; and this leadr 
me to inquire more narrowly into the manner of tttl 
Devil's management of his afiairs, since the Chrisliai 
religion began to spread in the world, which mant*] 
festly differs from his conduct in more ancient times; 
in which, if we discover some of the most consume | 
male fool's policy, the most profound simple- 
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the most subtle, shallow maDagement of things that 
can, by oiir weak understandings, be conceived, we 
must only resolve it into this, that, in short, it 
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mlfheU, as it is represented to vs; and how the Dt\ 
\i8 tohe understood, as being peisonaUy in Itell, % 

Lot the aatne time wefitid him at liberty ranging 

Vthe world. 



It is true, as that learned and pleasant author, 
inimitable Dr. Brown, says, the Devil is his own hell ^ 
one of the most constituting pans of his infelicity is, 
that he cannot act upon mankind by his own inherent 
power, as well as rage; that he cannot unhinge this 
creation ; which, as 1 have observed in its place, he 
had the utmost aversion to from its beginning, as it 
was a stated design in the Creator, to supply his place 
in heaven with a new species of beings called man, 
and fill the vacancies occasioned by his degeneracy 
and rebellion. 

This filled hira with rage inexpressible, and horrible 
resotntions of revenge ; and the impossibility of exe- 
cuting those resolutions torments liim with despair 
this, added to what he was before, makes him a c 
plete devil, with an heil in his own breast, and a 
unquenchable burning about his heart. 

I might enlarge here, and very much to the purj 
a describing spherically and mathematically that ^• 
fflisite quality called a devilish spirit; in which it 
frould naturally occur, to give you a whole chapter 
ppon the glorious articles of malice and envy, and es- 
iKcially upon that Inscjous, delightful triumphant 
fcMon called revenge; how natural to man, nay ev< 
'wlh sexes; how pleasant in the very contemplatii 

lUgh there be not just at that time a |)ower of i 

iilion ; how palatable it is in itself; and how well it 
Wishes when dished up with proper sauces; such as 
lots, contriraucej scheme, and confederacy, all lead* 
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iiig on to execution. How it possesses a human soUj4 
in ail the most sensihle parts ; how it empowers man- t, 
kind to sin in imagination, as effectually lo all futura i 
intents and purposes, (death,) as if he had sinned ac- ' 
tuatly. How safe a practice it is too, as to punishment.' 
in this life; namely, that it empowers us to cut throats •' 
clear of the gallows, to slander virtue, reproach inno-"» 
cence, wound honor, and stab reputation ; and, in a. i 
word, to do all the wicked things in the world, out of 
the reach of the law. 

It would also require some few words to describe 
the secret operations of those nice qualities, when they 
reach the human soul; how effectually they form an ) 
hell within us, and how imperceptibly they assimilate i 
and transform us into devils, mere human devils, as 
really devils as Satan himself, or any of his angels; 
and that therefore it is not so much out of the way, as 
some imagine, to say, such a man is an incarnate devil ; . 
for as crime made Satan a devil, who was before a .| 
bright immortal seraph, or angel of light, how much i 
more easily may the same crime make the same devil, ^m 
though every way meaner, and more contemptible, of ■ 
a man or a woman either t But this is too grave a 
subject for me at this time. 

The Devil being thus, I say, fired with rage and 
envy, in consequence of his jealousy upon the creation 
of man, his torment is increased to the highest by the 
limitation of his power, and being forbid to act against • 
mankind by force of arms; this is, I say, part of his, i 
hell, which, as above, is within him, and which he 
carries with him wherever he goes ; nor is it so diffi- 
cult to conceive of hell, or of the Devil either, under 
this just description, as it is by all the usual notions 
that we are taught to entertain of them, by (the old 
women) our instructors ; for every man may, by taking . 
but a common view of himself, and making a just vl 
scrutiny into his own passions, on some of their par-* 
ticiilar excursions, see an hell within himself, and him- 4, 
self a mere devil as long as the indammation lasts; * 
and that as really, and to all intents and purposes, i 
if he had the angel (Satan) before his face, in his li 
cality and personahty; that is to say, all devil a 
monster in his person; and an immateiial but i 
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tense fire flaming about and from wilhin him, at an 
the pores of his body. 

The notions we receive of the Devil, as a persoi. 
being in hell as a place, are infinilely absmd and ridljj 
culoiis. The first we are certaio is not true in fad 
because he has a certain Hberty, (however litnitet 
that is not to tlie purpose,) is daily visible, and to h 
traced in his several attacks upon mankind, and ha| 
been so ever since his first appearance in Paradise ; 
to his corporal visibility, that is not Ihe present ques 
tion neither; it is enongh that we can hunt him hy tl 
foot, that we can follow him as hounds do a fox upt 
an hot scent. Wecan see him asplainly by thei 
by the mischief he does, and more by the mischief h 
puts us upon doing, I say, as plainly, as if we saw 
him by the eye. 

It is not to be doubted but the Devil can see us whei 
and where we cannot see him. And as he has a per-_ 
Bonality, though it be spirituous, he and his augt ' 
may be reasonably supposed to inhabit the world < 
spirits, and to have free access from thence to 
regions of life, and to pass and repass in the air, i 
really, though not perceptible to us, as the spirits t 
men do, after their release from the body, pass to 
place (wherever that is) which is appointed for them 

If the Devil was confined to a place (hell) : 
prison, he could then have no business here ; and if n 
pretend to describe hell, as not a prison, but that I 
devil has liberty to he there, or not to be there, as B 
pleased, then he would certainly never be there, t 
hell is not such a place as we are taught to underslaoj 
it to be. 

Indeed, according to some, hell should be a place a 
fire and torment to the souls that are cast into it, bt^ 
not to the devils themselves; whom we make litt| 
more or less than keepers and turnkeys to hell, a 
gaol ; that they are sent about to bring sonis thitl 
lock them in when they come, and then away upi 
the scent to fetch more. That one sort of devils : 
made to live in the world among men, and to be h 
continually debauching and deluding mankind, br 
ing them as it were to ihe gates of bell; and tl 



This is, in short, little more or leas Ihan the old stoiyl 
of Philo, of Cerberus, and of Charon; only thai out. I 
tale is not half so well told, nor the parts of the fablcl 
60 welt laid together. < I 

In all these notions of hell and the Devil, the lofc I 
mentg of the first, and the agency of the last tormentl- 1 
ing, we meet with not one word of the main, and pel*- M 
haps only accent of horror, which belongs to us t*l 
judge of about hell, I mean the absence of heaven? 1 
expulsion and exclusion from the presence and face o( I 
the chief Ultimate, the only eternal and sufficient Goo^ 4 
and this loss sustained by a sordid neglect of our coo- I 
cem in that excellent part, in exchange for the nio«_ 
contemptible and justly condemned triSes, and all thiiB 
eternal and irrecoverable. These people tell usnothingfl 
of the eternal reproaches of conscience, ihe horror of 1 
desperation, and the anguish of a mind hopeless off 
ever seeing the glory, which alone constitutes heave% fl 
and which makes all other places dreadful, and eveflf 
darkness itself. 

And this brings me directly to the point in hand; 
namely, the state of that hell we ought to have ia 
view, when we speak of the devil as in hell. This it I 
the very hell, which is the torment of the devil ; ia J 
short, the Devil is in hell, and hell is in the Devil j I 
he is filled with this unquenchable fire, he is expelled 1 
the place of glory, banished from the regions of light j 
absence from the life of all beatitude is his curse; 
despair is the reigning passion in his mind ; and all tbo 4 
little constituent parts of his torment, such as rag^ \ 
envy, malice, and jealousy, are consolidated in this, to 
make his misery complete ; namely, the duration of it ■! 
all, the eternity of his condition; that he is without j 
hope, without redemption, without recovery. ■ f 

If anything can inflame this hell, and make it hotter, L 
it is this only, and this does add an inexpressibly! 
horror to the Devil himself; namely, the seeing mi 
(the only creature he hates) placed in a state of i 
covery, a glorious establishment of redemption formed J 
for him in heaven, and the scheme of it perfected c" 
earth; by which this man, though even tlie Devil I 
his art may have deluded him, and drawn hiin in 
crime, is yet in a state of recovery, which the Dew 
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and that it is not in his (Satan's) power to pre- 
vent it. Now take the Devil as he is in his own nature 
angeUc, a bright inaiiiorlal seraph, heaven-born, and 
having lasted the eternal beatitude, which these are 
appointed to enjoy; the loss of that state to himselT, 
the possession of it granted to his rival, thongh wicked 
like and as himself; I say, take the Devil as he is, 
having a quick sense of his own perdition, and a sting- 
ing sight of his rival's fehcity, it is hell enongh, and 
more than enough, even for an angel to support 
thing we can- conceive, can be worse. 

As to any other fire than this, such, and so immal 
rially intense, as to torment a spirit, which is i(s« 
fire also; I will not say it cannot bo, because to Inl 
nite everything is possible; but I lunsi say, I cannoj 
conceive rightly of it. 

I will not enter here into the wisdom or reasonable- 
ness of representing the torments of hell to be fire, and 
that fire to be a commixture of fiame and sulphur; it 
has pleased God to let the horror of those eternal ago- 
nies about a lost heaven be laid before ns by those 
similitudes or aiiegories, which are most moving to our 
senses, and to our understandings; nor will t dispute 
the possibiUty; much less will I doubt but that there 
is iQ be a consummation of misery to all the objects of 
misery, when, the Devil's kingdom in this world end- 
ing with the world itself, that liberty he has now may 
be farther abridged ; when he may be returned to the 
same stale he was in between the lime of his fall and 
thecrealionof the world; with perhaps some additional 
vengeance on hjm, siich as at present we cannot de- 
scribe, for all that treason, and those high crimes and 
misdemeanors, which he has been guilty of here, in his 
conversation with mankind. 

As his infelicity will be then consummated and con- 
pleted, so the felicity of that part of mankind, who are 
condemned with him, may receive a considerable addi- 
tion from those words in their sentence, to be tormented 
with the Devil, and his angels; for as the absence of 
the supreme Good is a complete hell, so the hated 
company of the deceiver, who was the great cause of 
his ruin, must be a subject of additional horror, and he 
will be always saying, as a Scotch gentleman, whc 



ISH 



nnot 



w 

I died 

r who 

too I 

I trifli 



THE MODERN HISTOBV OF TBE DEVIL. 



tied of liis excesses, said to the famous Dr. P— 
who came to see him on hia death-bed, but had been J 
too much his companion in his life, — " It is no time ta| 
trifle with truth." 

I would not treat the very subject itself with any J 
indecency; nor do I think my opinion of that hell^l 
which I say consists in the absence of him, in whotftfl 
is heaven, one jot less solemn than theirs who believA J 
it all fire and brimstone; but I must own, that, to n 
nothing can be more ridiculous, than the notions thaj 
we entertain, and fill our heads with, about hell, i 
about the Devil's being there tormenting oi.so 
broiling them upon gridirons, hanging thera up up< 
hooks, carrying them upon their backs, and the 1" 
wilh the several pictures of hell, represented by a gree 
mouth with horrible teeth, gaping like a cave on t' 
side of a mountain ; suppose that appropriated to Ss 
in the Peak, which indeed is not much unlike it, v 
a stream of fire coming out of it, as there is of watei 
and smaller devils going and coming continually i 
and out, to fetch and carry souls the Lord kiiow^J 
whither, and for the Lord knows what. 

These things, however intended for terror, are indeed 
so ridiculous, that the Devil himself, to be sure, moclo 
at thera; and a man of sense can hardly refrain dc 
the like; only I avoid it, because I would not ^ 
offence to weaker heads. • 

However, I must not compliment the brains of o1 
men at the expence of my own, or talk nonsense 
cause they can understand no other. I think all tl 
notions and representations of hell, and of the De 
to be as profane as they are ridiculous ; and I ought n 
more to talk profanely than merrily of them. 

Let us learn to talk of these things then, as ■ 
should do; and as we really cannot describe them t 
our reason and understanding, why should we des 
them to our senses'? We had, 1 think, much 1 
not describe them at all, thai is to say, not attempt tl 
The blessed Apostle St. Paul was, as he said himself 
carried up, or caught up, into the third heaven; 
when he came down again, he could neiiher tell \ 
he heard, or describe what he saw; all he could g 
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flf it was, that what he heard was unutterable, t 
what he saw was inconceivable. 

It is the same Ihins; as to the slate of the Devil, 
those regions which he now possesses, and where 
now more particularly inhabits. My present busint 
then is, not to enter into those grave things so as 
make them ridiculous, as I think most people do thi 
talk of them; but as the Devil, let his residence 
where it will, has evidently free leave to come and ^ 
not into this world only, (I mean the region of oi 
atmosphere,) but, for aught we know, to all the othi 
inhabited worlds which God has made, wherever thi 
are, and by whatsoever names they are, or may 
known or distinguished ; for if he is not confined in 
place, we liave no reason to believe he is excluded froi 
any place, heaven only excepted, from whence he v 
expelled for his treason and rebellion. 

His liberty then being thus ascertained, three thii 
seem to be material for lis to give an account of, 
order to form this part of his history. 

1. What his business is on this globe of earth whk 
we vulgarly call the world; how he acts : 
what affairs mankind and he have together 
far his conduct here relates to us, and ours 
be, influenced by him, 

2. Where his principal residence is; and whethij 
he has n«t a particular empire of his own, to which ■" 
retreats upon proper occasions ; where he entertai 
his friends when they come under his particular ai 
tniuistration ; and where, when he gets any victt' 
over his enemies, he carries his prisoners of war. 

3. What may probably be the great business tHl„ 
black emperor has at present upon his hands, either ii 
this world, or out of it ; and by what agents he works. 

As these things may, perhaps, run promiscuously 
through the course of this whole work, and freqiientli 
be touched at under other branches of the Devil's 1 
tory; so I do not propose them as heads of chapu 
or particular seclions, for the order of discourse to 
handled apart; for (by the way) as Satan's actings 
have not been the most regular thmgs in the world, so, 
"" our discourse about him, it must not be expected 

,t we can always tie ourselves down to order 
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regularity either as to time, or place, or persons ; fof 1 
Satan being a, loose, ungoverned fellow, we must he] 
content to trace Mm where we can find him. 

It is true, in the foregoing chapter, I showed you the I 
Devil entered into the herd ecclesiastic, and gave you I 
some account of the first successful step he took with | 
mankind, since the Christian epocha; how having | 
secretly managed both temporal and spiritual powet I 
apart, and by themselves, he now united them in point I 
of management, and brought the church nsurpattoa J 
and the army's usurpation together ; the pope to bless . 
the general in deposing and murdering his master llie 
emperor; and the general to recognize the pope in de« 
throning his master Christ Jesus. 

From this time forward, you are to allow the Devil j 
a mystical empire in this world; not an action of mo- 
ment done without him, not a treason but he has aa 
hand in it, not a tyrant but he prompts him, not a gov- 
ernment but be has an agent in it ; not a fool but he I 
tickles him, not a knave but he guides him; he has a 
finger in every fraud, a key to every cabinet, from the 
Divan at Constantinople, to the Mississippi in Prance, 

and to the South Sea ; from the first attack I 

upon the Christian world, in the person of the Romisb 
Antichrist, down to the bull Unigenitus ; and from the | 
mixture of St. Peter and Confucius in China, to the 
holy office in Spain ; and down to the Enjlins and j 
Dod wells of the current age. 

How he has managed, and does manage, and how, 
in alt probability, he will manage till his kingdom I 
shall come to a period, and how, at last, he will prob- ] 
ably be managed himself, inquire within the Sacied f 
page, and you shall know farther. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

Of the manner of Satan's acting and carrying on his 
affairs in this world; and partimdarly of his ordi- 
nary workings in ike dark, by possession and agita- 
tion. 

The Devil being thua reduced to act upon mankind 
by stratagem only, it remains to inquire how he per- 
forms, and which way he directs hia attacks. The 
faculties of man are a kind of a garrison in a strong 
castle, which, as they defend it on the one hand under 
the command of the reasoning power of man's soul, so 
they are prescribed on the other hand, and can't sally 
ont without leave ; for the governor of a fort does not 
permit his soldiers to hold any correspondence with 
the enemy, without special order and direction. Now 
the great inquiry before us is, how comes the Devil to 
a parley with us 1 How does he converse with our 
senses, and with the understanding 1 How does ho 
reach us J Which way does he come at the affections, 
and which way does lie move the passions? It is a 
little difficult to discover this treasonable correspon- 
dence; and that difficulty is, indeed, the Devil's ad- 
vantage, and, for aught I see, the chief advantage he 
has over mankind. 

It is also a great inquiry here, whether the Devil 
knows our thoughts or no ? If I may give ray opinion, 
I am with the negative; I deny that he knows any- 
thing of our ihonghts, except of those thoughts which 
he puts us upon thinking; for I will not doubt, but he 
has the art to inject thoughts, and to revive dormant 
thoughts in us. It is not so wild a scheme as some 
take it to be, that Mr. Milton lays down, to represent 
the Devil injecting corrupt desires, and wandering 
thoughts, into the head of Eve, by dreams; and that 
he brought her to dream whatever he put into her 
thoughts, by whispering to her vocally when she was 
asleep; and, to this end, he imagines the Devil laying 
bimaelf close to her eat, in the shape of a toad, whM 
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she was fast asleep ; I say, this is not so wilil a schema 
seeing even now, if you can whisper anything close tfl 
the car of a person in a deep sleep, so as lo speak dis- 
tinctly to the person, and yet not awaken him, as hal 
been frequently tried, the person sleeping shall dreatn 
distinctly of what you say to him ; iiay, shall dreaHkil 
the very words you say. tl 

We have then no more to ask, but how the DevikrI 
can convey himself to the ear of a sleeping person ; audi 
it is granted then, that he may have power to make iis- 
dream what he pleases. But tins is not all; for if hotn 
can so forcibly, by his invisible application, cause us 
to dream what he pleases, why can he not, with the 
same facility, prompt our thoughts, whether sleeping 
or waking f To dreatn, is nothing else but to thin^ 
sleeping ; and we have abundance of deep-headed genn J 
tlemen among us, who give us ample testimony, thafr 
they dream waking. 

But if the Devil can prompt ns to dream, that is U„ 
say, to think ; yet, if he does not know our thought^ J 
how then can he tell whether the whisper had itfjl 
effect ? The answer is plain ; the Devil, like the angte^fl 
baits the hook; if the fish bite, he lies ready to tak^: 
the advantage; he whispeas to the imagination, and 
then waits to see how it works ; as Naomi said to 
Ruth, chap. hi. ver. 18. "Sit still, my daughter, until 
thou know how the matter will fall; for the man will, 
not be at rest until he have finished the thing." Thna, 
when the Devil had whispered to Eve in lier sleep, 
according to Milton, and suggested mischief to her 
imagination, he only sat still to see how the matter 
would work; for he knew, if it look with her, he 
should hear more of it ; and then, by finding her alone 
the next day, without her ordinary guard, her husband, 
he presently concluded she had swallowed the bait ; 
and so attacked her afresh. 

A small deal of craft, and less, by far, than we hava 
reason to believe the Devil is master of, will serve to 
discover, whether such and such thoughts as he knows 
he has suggested, have taken place or no; the action 
of the person presently discovers it, at least to him that 
lies always upon the watch, and has every word, 
erery gesture, every step, we take subsequent to his 
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operation, open to him. It may therefore, for aught 1 
we know, be a great mistake, and what most of us artf I 
guilty of, to tell our dreams to one another in themorn*! 
ing, after we have been disturbed with them in th(j T 
night ; for if the Devil converses with us so insensibly, I 
as some are of opinion he does, that is to say, if he ca^ J 
hear as far as we can see, we may be teUing our storjr.J 
to him indeed, when we think we are only talking Uf I 
one another. ' I 

This brings me most naturally to the important in* I 
quiry, whether the Devil can walk about the world* J 
invisibly or no'! The truth is, this is no question toa 
me; for as I have taken away his visibility alreadyCJ 
and have denied him all prescience of futurity too, andfr 
tiave proved he caimot know our thoughts, nor put anj^ 
force upon persons or actions, if we should take awa 
his invisibility too, we should undevil him quite, to a_. 
intents and purposes, as to any mischief he could do^ 
nay, it would banish him the world, and he migh^F 
even go and seek his fortune somewhere else ; for if h| 
could neither be visible or invisible, neither act in puW 
lie or in private; he could neither have business of 
being in this sphere, nor could we be any way con^ 
cerned with him. 

The Devil therefore most certainly has a power an4!fl 
liberty of moving about in .this world, after some maii«tr 
ner or another; this is verified as well by way of alleJr^ 
gory, as by way of history, in the scripture itself; ail^ 
as the first sirongly suggests and supposes it to be s 
the last positively asserts it; and not tocrowd this worfl 
with quotations from a book which we have not mna 
to do with in the Devil's story, at least not mucfl 
to his satisfaction, I only hint his personal appearance 
to our Saviour in the wilderness, where it is said, "thi 
Devil laketh him up to an exceeding high mountain ; " 
and in another place, "the Devil departed from him.'* 
What shape or figure he appeared in, we do not find 
mentioned ; but I cannot doubt his appearing to him 
there, any more than I can his talking to our Saviooi 
in the mouths, and with the voices, of the seven ' 
persons who were under the terrible afiliction of a 
actual possession. 

These things leave ua no room to doubt of what! 
15* 
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sdvanced above; namely, that he (Ihe Devil) has i^l 
certain residence, or liberty of residing in, and moving f 
aboiit upon, ttie surface of this earth, as well as in Ihiil 
compass of the atmosphere, vulgarly called the a' 
some manner or other : that is the general. 

It remains to inquire into the manner; which I r^ I 
solve into two kinds : I 

1. Ordinary, which I suppose to be his invisiblt I 
motions as a spirit ; under which consideration I sup« I 
pose him to have an nnconfined, unlimited, unie- 1 
strained liberty, as to the manner of acting; and Ihu| I 
either in persons, by possession; or in things, by agt- T 
tation. 

2. Extraordinary ; which I understand to be his I 
appearances in borrowed shapes and bodies, or shadows ' 
rather of bodies ; assuming speech, figure, posture, 
and several powers, of which we can give little or np 
account; in which extraordinary maner of appear* 
ances, he is either limited by a superior power, c^ I 
limits himself politically, as being not the way moat 1 
for his interest or purpose, to act in his business, I 
which is more effectually done in his state of obsca- 
lity. 

Hence we must suppose the Devil has it very much I 
in his own choice, whether to act in one capacity, or j 
in the other, or in both ; that is lo say, of appearing, J 
and not appearing, as he finds for his purpose. In thif J 
stale of invisibility, and under the operation of tbesv ] 
powers and liberties, he performs ail his functions and 1 
offices, as devil, as prince of darkness, as god of this 
world, as tempter, accuser, deceiver, and all whatsoever 
other names of office, or titles of honor, he is known 
by. 

Now taking him in this large unlimited, or liltia ■ 
limited state of action, he is well called, Ihe god of I 
this world ; for he has very much of the attribute of ] 
omnipresence, and may be said, either by himself, or ■ 
his agents, to be everywhere, and see everything ; that 1 
is to say, everything that is visible; for I cannot allow f 
him any share of omniscience at all. 

That he rages about everywhere, is with us, and I 
sometimes in us, sees when he is not seen, hears whei| I 
he is not heard, comes in without leave, and go«« out J 
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without noise; is neilher to be shut in, or shut out: 
that when he tuns from us, we cannot catch hira; and 
Tvhen he runs after us, we cannot escape him; is seen 
when he is not known, and is known when he is not 
seen ; all these things, and more, we have knowledge 
enough about, to convince us of the truth of them; 
so that, as I have said above, he is certainly walking 
to and fro through the earth, iSic. after some manner 
or other, and in some figure or other, visible or in- 
visible, as he finds occasion. Now, in order to make 
our history of him complete, the next question before 
us is, how, and in what manner, he acts with man- 
kind 1 How his kingdom is carried on ; and by what 
methods he does his business, for he certainly has a 
great deal of business to do ; he is not an idle specta- 
tor, nor is he walking about incoginto, and clothed in 
mist and darkness, purely in kindness to us, that we 
should not be frighted at him ; but it is in policy, that 
he may act undiscovered, that he may see and not be 
seen, may play his game in the dark, and not bo de- 
tected in his roguery; that he may prompt mischief, 
raise tempests, blow up coals, kindle strife, embroil 
nations, use instruments, and not be Itnowii to have 
bis hand in anything; when at the same time ha 
really has an hand in everything. 

Soma are of opinion, and I among the rest, that if 
the Devil was personally and visibly present among 
us, and we conversed with him face to face, we should 
be so familiar with him in a little time, that his ngly 
figure would not affect us at all ; that his terrors would 
not &ight us ; or that we should any more trouble our- 
selves about him, than we did with the great comet m 
1678, which appeared so long, and so constantly, 
without any particular known event, that at last we 
took no more notice of it, than of the other ordinary 
stars which had appeared before we or our ancestors 
were born. 

Nor indeed should we have much reason to be 
frighted at him, or at least none of those silly things 
could be said of him, which we now amuse ourselves 
about, and by which we set him up, like a scare-crow, 
to fright children and old women, to fill up old stories, 
make songs and ballads ; and, in a word, carry ou tbe 
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low-prized buffoonry of the common people ; we should 
either see him ia his angelic form, as he was from 
the original; or, if he has any deformities entailed 
upon him hy the supreme sentence, and in justice to 
the deformity of his crime, they would be of a superior 
nature, and fitted more for our contempt as well as 
horror, than those weak-fancied Irises contrived by 
our ancient devil-raisers and devil-makers, to feed the 
wayward fancies of old witches and sorcerers, who 
cheated the ignorant world with a devil of their own 
making, set forth in terror, with bat's wings, horns, 
cloven foot, long tail, forked tongue, and the like. 

In the next place, be his frightful figure what it 
would, and his legions as numerous as the host of 
heaven, we should see him still, as the prince of devils, 
though monstrous as a dragon, flaming as a comet, tall 
as a mountain, yet dragging his chain after him equal 
to the utmost of his supposed strength ; always in cus- 
tody of his gaolers the angels, his power overpowered, 
his rage cowed and abated, or at least awed, and un- 
der correction, limited and restrained ; in a word, we 
should see hira a vanquished slave, his spirit broken, 
his malice, though not abated, yet hand-cuffed and 
overpowered, and he not able to work anything against 
us by force; so that hewould be to us but like the 
lions in the tower, engaged and locked np, unable to 
do the hnrt he wishes to do, and that we fear, or in- 
deed any hurt at all. 

From hence it is evident, that it is not his business 
to be public, or to walk up and down in the world 
visibly, and In his own shape; his affairs require a 
quite different management, as might be made appa- 
rent from the nature of things, and the manner of 
our actings, as men, either with ourselves, or to one 
another. 

Nor could he be serviceable in his generation, as a * 
public person, as now he is, or answer the end of hia 
party who employ him, and who, if he was to do theii 
busuiess in public, as he does in private, would not ba 
able to eiHploy him at all. 

As in our modern meetings for the propagation of 
impudence, and other virtues, there would be no enler- 
lainment; and no improvement for the good of the age, 
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if the people did not all appear in masque, and con» 
cealed from the common jbservalion ; so neither could 
Satan (from whose management those more happy 
assemblies are taken, as copies of a glorious original,) 
perform the usiial and necessary business of his pro- 
fession, if he did not appear wholly in covert, and un- 
der needful disguises. How, but for the convenience 
of his habil, could he cast himself inlo so many shapes, 
act on so many aifferent scenes, and turn so many 
wheels of slate in the world, as lie has done '] as a mere 
professed devil he could do nolhing. 

Had he been obliged always to act the mere devil in 
his own clothes, and with his own shape, appearing 
uppermost in all cases and places, he could never have 
preached in so many pulpits, presided in so many 
councils, voted in so many committees, sat in so many 
courts, and influenced so many parties and factions ia 
church and state, as we have reason to believe he has 
done in our nation, and in our memories too, as well 
as in other nations and in more ancient times. The 
share Satan has had in all the weighty confusions of the 
limes, ever since the first ages of Christianity in the 
world, has been carried on with so much secrecy, and 
so much with an air of cabal and intrigue, that nothing 
can have been managed more subtly and closely; ana 
in the same manner has he acted in our times in order 
to conceal his interest, and the influence he has had in 
the councils of the world. 

Hadit been possible for him to have raised the flames 
of rebellion and war so often in this nation, as he cer- 
tainly has done? Could he have agitated the parties 
OH both sideSj and inflamed the spirits of three nations, 
if he had appeared in his own dress, a mere naked 
devil"! It is not the Devil as a devil that docs ihe 
mischief, but the Devil in masquerade, Satan in full 
disguise, and acting at the head of civil confusion and 
distraction. 

If history may be credited, the French court at the 
time of our old confusions was made the scene of 
Satan's politics, and prompted both parlies in England 
and in Scotland also, to quarrel ; and how was it 
done? Will any man ofier to scandalize Ihe Devil so 
lauch as to say, or so much aa to suggest, thai Satev 
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had no Tiand in it 7 Did not tlie Devil, by the agency 1 
of Cardinal Richelieu, send four hundred thousand 
crowns at one time, and six hundred thousand at 
another, to the Scots, to raise an army, and march 
boldly into England? and did not the same Devil, at 
the same time, by other agents, remit eight hundred ' 
thousand crowns to the other party, in order to raise 
an army to fall upon the Scots'? Nay, did not the ' 
Devil, with the same subtlety, send down the Arch- 
bishop'a order to impose the service-book upon the 
'' jjeople in Scotland ; and at the same time raise a mob 
^«ainst it, in the great church (at St, Giles's)? Nay, 
did not he actually, in the person of an old woman, | 
(his favorite instrument,) throw the three-legged stool 
at the service-book, and animate the zealous people to 
take np arms for religion, and turn rebels for God's ' 
sakel 

All these happy and successful undertakings, though 
it is no more to be doubted they were done by the 
agency of Satan, and in a very surprising manner too, , 
yei were all done in secret, by what 1 call possession 
and injection, and by the agency and contrivance of I 
such instruments, or by the Devil in the disguise of 
such servants as he found out fitted to be employed in 
his work, and whom he took a more effectual care ia ' 
concealing of. 

But we shall have occasion to touch all this part 
over again, when we come to discourse of the par- 
ticular habits and disguises which the Devil has 1 
made use of, all along in the world, the better to cover 
his actions, and to conceal his being concerned in 
them. 

In the mean time the'cunning or artifice the Devil 
makes use of in all these things is in itself very con- , 
siderable ; it is an old practice of his using, and he has 
gone on in divers measures, for the better concealing I 
himself in it; which measures, though he varies some- i 
times, as his extraordinary alfairs require, yet tbeyare 
in all ages much the same, and have the same ten- 
dency; namely, that he may get all his business car 
ried on by the instrumentality if fiiols; that he may ( 
make mankind agents in their own destruction; and ' 
that he may have all his work done io such a mannra 4 
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as that he ma^ seem to have no hand in 
contriYfis so well, that the very name deoU is put ui_ 
his opposite parly, and the scandal of the blacli agi 
lies all upon them. 

In order then to look a httle into his conduct, let us 
inquire into the common mistakes about him, see what 
use is made of them to his advantage, and how fai 
iDankind ia imposed upon in those particulars, and 
what purpose. 
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Of Satan's agents or missionaries, and their actmi 
upon and in the minds of men, in his name. 

Infinite advantages attend the Devil in his retii 
government, as they respect the management of bis 
interests, and the carrying on his absolute monarchy 
in the world ; particularly as it gives him room to act 
by the agency of his inferior ministers and messengers, 
called on many occasions his angels, of whom he has 
an innumerable multitude at his command, enough, for 
aught we know, to spare one to attend every man and 
woman now alive in the world; and of whom, if we 
may believe our second sight Chrislians, the air is 
always as full as a beam of the evening sun is of in- 
sects, where they are ever ready for business, and to 
go and come as their great governor issues out orders 
for their directions. 

These, as they are all of the same spirituous quality 
with himself, and consequently invisible like him, ex- 
cept as above, are ready upon all occasions to be sent 
to and into any such person, and for such purposes, 
superior limitations only excepted, as the grand direc- 
tor of devils, (the Devil, properly so called,) guides 
them ; and be the subject, or the object, what it will, 
that is to say, be the person they are sent to, or into, 
as above, who it will, and the business the messenger 
ia to do what it will, ihey are sufficiently qualified; 
for this is a particular to Salan's messengers or agents, 
that they are not like us humau devils here in tba 
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world, some bred up one way, and some anoth* 
some of one trade, some of another, and consequentb 

aorae fit for some business, some for another, soiii 

good for something, and some good for nothing, bnP 
his people are every one fit for everything, can find 
their way everywhere, and are a match for everybody 
they are sent to ; in a word, there are no foolish' 
devils, they are all fully qualified for their employ- 
ment, fit for anything he sets them about, and very 
seldom mistake their errand, or fail in the business 
they are sent to do. 

Nor is it strange at all, that the Devil should have 
such a numberless train of deputy devils to act under 
him ; for it must be acknowledged he has a great deal 
of business upon his hands, a vast deal of work to do^ 
abundance of public affairs under his direction, and aoi, 
infinite variety of particular cases always before himi.' 
For example ; ' 

How many governments in the world are wholly iA\ 
his administration 1 How many divans and grea»l 
councils under his direction ? Nay, I believe, it woulj 
be hard to prove, that there is or has been one council 
of state in the world for many hundred years past, 
down to the year 1713, (we do not pretend to come 
nearer home,) where the Devil by himself, or his 
agents, in one shape or another, has not sat as a mem* 
ber, if not taken the chair. 

And though some learned authors may dispute thW 
point with me, by giving some examples, where th#| 
councils of princes have been acted by a better hani^ 
and wliere things have been carried against Satan' 
interest, and even to his great mortification, it amounts 
to no more than this ; namely, that in such cases l" ' 
Devil has been outvoted ; but it does not argue but 
might have been present there, and have pushed I 
interest as far as he could, only thai he had not tl 
success he expected ; for I don't pretend to say that ' 
has never been disappointed; but those examples i 
so rare, and of so small signification, that when 
come to the particulars, as I shall do in the sequel < 
this history, you will find them hardly worth naming; 
and that, lake it one time with another, the Devil ' " 
met with sttch a series of success in alt his afihirs, 
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80 seldom been balked; and wliere he has met 
with a little check in his politics, has, notwilhstandingy 
GO soon, and so easily recovered himself, regained hia 
lost ground, or replaced himself in another countr/f. 
when he has been supplanted in one, thtit his empirtt 
is far from being lessened in the world for the laA 
thousand years of the Christian eslabhshment. 

Suppose we take an observation from the beginning 
of Luther, or from the year 1420, and call the Refor- 
mation a blow to the Devil's kingdom, which befor* 
that was come to such an height in Christendom, that 
it is a question not yet thoroughly decided, whether 
that medley of superstition and horrible heresies, that 
mass of enthusiasm and idols, called the Catholio 
hierarchy, was a church of God, or a church of the 
Devil ; whether it was an assembly of saints, or a 
synagogue of Satan: I say, take that time to be the 
epoch of Satan's declension, and of Lucifer's falling 
from heaven, that is, from the top of his terrestri^ 
glory ; yet, whether he did not gain in the defectioi| 
of the Greek church, about that time, and since, at; 
mnch as he lost in the reformation of the Roman, 
what authors are not yet agreed about, not reckoningj 
what he has regained since of ihe groimd which hM 
had lost even by the reformation; namely, the coun* 
tries of the Duke of Savoy's dominion, where the 
reformation is almost eaten out by persecution; tha 
whole Valtoline, and some adjacent countries ; the 
whole kingdom of Poland, and almost all Hungary j 
for, since the last war, the reformation, as it were, lies 
gasping for breath, and expiring, in that country ; also 
several large provinces in Germany, as Austria^ 
Carinthia, and the whole kingdom of Bohemia, where 
the reformation once powerfully planted, received its 
death's wound at the battle of Prague, anno 1627, and 
languished but a very little while, died, and waa 
buried, and good king Popery reigned in its stead. 

To these countries thus regained to Satan's infernaj. 
empire, let us add his modern conquests, and the ea»- 
croachments he has made upon the reformation in th« 
present age, which are, however light we make of 
them, very considerable; namely, the Electorate of 
lite Khiue, and the Palatinate, Uie one fallen to 
16 
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House of Bavaria, and the other to that of Newburgbi 
both popish ; the Dtichy of Deux Fonts fallen just 
now to a popish branch, the whole Electorate of Sax- 
ony fallen under the power of popish government by 
the apostasy of their princes, and more hkely to folloir 
the fate of Bohemia, whenever the diligent Devil can 
bring his new project in Poland to bear, as it is more 
ihaa probable he will do some time or other. 

But to sum up the dull story, we must add, in t] 
roll of the Devil's conquests, the whole kingdom < 
France, where we have in one year seen, to the im* 
mortal glory of the Devil's politics, that his measures 
have prevailed to the total extirpation of the protestant 
churches without a war ; and that interest, which for 
two hundred years had supported itself in spite of 
persecutions, massacres, five civil wars, and innumer- 
able battles and slaughters, at last received its mortal 
wound from its own cliampion, Henry IV., and sunk 
into utter oblivion, by Satan's most exquisite manage- 
ment, under the agency of his two prime ministers, 
Cardinal Richelieu, and Louis the XlVth, whom ho 
entirely possessed. 

Thus far we have a melancholy view of the Devil's 
new conquests, and the ground he lias regained upon 
the reformation ; in which his secret management has 
been so exquisite, and his politics so good, that coultl 
he but bring one thing to pass, which by his own for*i 
tner mistake (for the Devil is not infallible,) he h&ih 
rendered impossible, he would bring the proteslaDt 
interest so near its ruin, that heaven would be, as it 
were, put to the necessity of working by miracle to 
prevent it ; the case is thus : 

Ancient historians tell lis, and from good authorityj 
that the Devil finding it for his interest to bring hi' 
favorite, Mahomet, upon the stage, and spread the vif 
lorious half-moon upon the ruin of the cross, havinL 
■with great success, raised first the Saracen empire, am 
then the Turkish, to such an height, as that the nami 
of Christian seemed to be extirpated in those tw( 
quarters of the world, which were then not the grei 
est only, but by far the most powerful, I mean As 
and Africa ; having totally laid waste all those anc:' 
and fiouiishiug churche« of Africa, the labor* of 
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Cyprian, Tertullian, St. Augustine, and six hundred 
aad seventy Christian bishops and fathers, who gov- 
erned there at once ; also all the churches of Smyrna, 
Philadelphia, Gphesus, Sardis, Antioch, Laodicea, and 
innumerable others in Ponlus, Bilhynia, and the pro- 
vinces of the lesser Asia ; 

The Devil having, I say, finished these conquests so 
much to his satisfaction, began to turn his eyes north- , 
ward ; and though he had a considerable interest in tha , 
Whore of Babylon, and bad brought his power, by the 
subjection of the Roman hierarchy, to a great height, 
yet finding the interest of Mahomet most suitable to 
his devilish purposes, as most adapted to the destruc- 
tion of mankind, and laying waste the world, he 
resolved to espouse the growing power of the Turk, 
and bring him in upon Europe like a deluge. i 

In order to this, and to make way for an easy cott- 1 
fuest, like a true devil, he worked under ground, andl 
sapped the foundation of the Christian power, by sownl 
ing discord among the reigning princes of Europe;! 
that so euvying one another, they might be content tofl 
stand still and look on, while the Turk devoured them ^ 
one by one, and, at last, might swallow them all up. 

This devilish policy took to his heart's content ; the 
Christian princes stood still, stupid, dozing and uncon- 
cerned, till the Turk conquered Thrace, overrun Ser- 
via, Macedonia, Bulgaria, and all the remains of IhiM 
Grecian empire, and last the imperial city of Constaoaf 
tinople itself. 

Finding this politic method so well answer his end^- 1 
the Devil, who always improves upon the success of I 
his own experiments, resolved, from that time, to lay ^ 
a foundation for the making those divisions and jeal- 
ousies of the Christian princes immortal ; whereas they 
were at first only personal, and founded in private 
quarrels between the princes respectively ; such as 
emulation of one another's glory, envy at the extraor- 
dinary valor, or other merit, of this or that leader, or 
revenge of some little affront ; for which, notwith- 
standing, so great was the piety of Christian princes 
in those days, that they made no scruple to sacrifice 
whole armies, yea, nations, to their piques, and pri- 
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Tate quarrels ; a certain sign whose management ^t&f 
were under. 

These being the causes by which the Devil first 
sowed the seeds of mischief among them, and the sufv 
cess so well answering his design, he could not but 
wish to have the same advantage always ready at his 
hand ; and therefore he resolved to order it so, that 
these divisions, which, however useful to him, were 
only personal, and consequently temporary, like an 
annual in the garden, which must be raised anexr 
every season, might for the future be rational, and. 
consequently durable and immortal. 

To this end it was necessary to lay the foundatii 
of eternal feud, not in the humors and passions of mt 
only, but in the interests of nations. The way to do 
this was to form and state the dominion of those 
princes, by such a plan drawn in bell, and laid out 
from a scheme truly political, of which the Devil vm 
chief engineer ; that the divisions should alway* 
remain, being made a natural consequence of the situ- 
ation of the coimtry, the temper of their people, the 
nature of their commerce, the climate, the manner of 
living, or something which should for ever render it 
impossible for them to unite. 

This, I say, was a scheme truly infernal, in which 
the Devil was as certainly the principal operator, 
illustrate great things by small, as ever John of Lei 
den was of the High Dutch rebellion, or Sir Jot 

B 1 of the late project, called the South Sea StoolM' 

Nor did this contrivance of the Devil at all dishonor 
its author, or the success appear unworthy of tha 
nndertaher ; for we see it not only answered the end, 
and made the Turk victorions at the same time, aim. 
formidable to Europe ever after, but it works to thi 
day ; the foimdation of the divisions remains in all t' 
several nations, and that to such a degree, that it 
impossible they should unite. 

This is what I hinted before, in which the Dei 
was mistaken, and is another instance that he kno' 
nothing of what is to come; for this very foundatii 
of immortal jealousy and discord between the se' 
nations of Spain, France, Germany and others, w 
fee Devii himaelf, with so much policy, conlrived 
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which served his interests so long, is now the only ob* I 
Etruction to his designs, and prevents the entire ruin of I 
the reformation ; for though the reformed countries are j 
very powerful, and some of them, as Great Britain and ] 
Prussia are particularly, more powerful than ever ; yet ] 
it cannot be said that the Protestant interests in gene* 1 
ral are stronger than formerly, or so strong as lliey I 
were in 1623, under the victorious arms of the Swede, | 
On the other hand, were it possible that the popish ■ 
powers, to wit, of France, Spain, Germany, Italy, and I 
Poland, which are entirely popish, could heartily unite I 
their interests, and should join their powers to attack 4 
the Protestants, the latter would find it very difficult, I 
if not impossible, to defend themselves, J 

But as fatal as such an union of the popish powervl 
would be, and as useful as it would be to the Devil'Jj 
cause at this time, not the Devil with all his angels is J 
a&le to bring it to pass ; no, not with all his craft andl 
cunning; he divided them, but he cannot unite theraj'J 
so that even jnst as it is with men, so it is with devilai J 
they may do in an hour what they cannot undo in an * 
age. 

This may comfort those faint-hearted Christiana 
among us, who cry out of the dangers of religious war 
in Europe, and what terrible things will happen when 
France, and Spain, and Germany, and Italy, and Po-J 
land, shall all unite. Let this answer satisfy then^T^ 
the Devil himself can never make France and Spaian 
or France and the emperor, unite ; jarring humors ma^ 
be reconciled, but jarring interests never can. The^ 
may unite so as to make peace, though that can hardl^ 
be long, but never so as to make conquests together^ 
they are too much afraid of one another, for one to bealH 
that any addition of strength should come to the otherjil 
But this is a digression. We shall find the Devil rais*^ 
taken and disappointed too on several occasions, as wal 
go along, y 

I return to Satan's interest in the several govern-^ 
me.nts and nations, by virtue of his invisibility, an^ 
which he carries on by possession ; it is by this invis- 
ibility that he presides in all the councils of foreign 
powers; (for we never mean our own, that we always 

imise;) and what though it is alleged by the criticaj 
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that lie does not nreside, because there is always ■ 
preaideiit; I say, it he is not in the president's chair, 
yet if he be in ihe president himself, ihe difference is 
not much; and if he doea not vote as a counsellor, if 
he votes in the connsellor, it is much the same; and 
here, as it was in the story of Ahab, the king of Israel, 
as he was a lying spirit in the motiths of all his proph- 
we find him a spirit of some particular evil 
ihty or other, in all the transactions and transactors 
that stage pf life wa call the state. 

Thus he was a dissembling spirit in Charles IX., a 
turbulent spirit in Charles V. emperor ; a bigoted spirit 
of fire and fagot in our Cliieen Mary ; an apostate 
spirit in Henry IV. ; a cniel spirit in Peter of Castile | 

revengeful spirit in Ferdinand II. ; a phaeton in 
Is XIV. ; a Sardanapaliis in C II. 

In the great men of the world, take them a degree 

Wer than the class of crowned heads, he has tHa 
same secret Influence ; and hence it comes to pass, that 
the greatest heroes, and men of the highest character 
for achievements of glory, either by their virtue or 
valor ; however they have been crowned with victories, 
and elevated by human tongues, whatever the most 
consummate virtues or good qualities they have been 
known by, yet they have always had some devil or 
other in them, to preserve Satan's claim to them nnil" ' 
lerrupled, and prevent their escape out of his hand 
thus we have seen a bloody devil in a D' Alva ; a pi 
fligate devil in a Buckingham ; a lying, artful, 
politic devil in a Richelieu ; a treacherous devil in n 
Mazarin; a cruel, merciless devil in a Cortez; a de- 
bauched devil in an Eugene ; a conjuring devil in a 

lemhurg ; and a covetous devil in a M h. In 

■ord, tell me the man, I will tell you the spirit thai 
in him. 

Nor does he thus carry on his secret management by 
possession in men of the first magnitude only ; bt " 
have you not bad evidences of it among ourselvesi 
How has he been a lying spirit in the mouths of c ~ 
prophets, a factious spirit in the heads of pur poliliciai 
a proud spirit in my Lord Plausible, a bullying spii 
ill my Lord Bugbear, a talkative spirit in his grace " 
duks of Rattla-hall, a scribbling spirit in mi ' 




I THE HOVGBN HISTORY OP T&B DEVIL. 187 

Hateful, a run-away spirit in my Lord Frightful ; and J 
so through a long roll of heroes, whose exceeding and 1 
particular qualifications proclaim loudly what handl4l 
the Devil look them by, and how fast he held them I f 
for these were all men of ancient fame ; I hope yo^ J 
know that. I 

From men of figure, we descend to the mob, and iti 
is there the same thing. Possession, lik«^ the plagufli I 
is morbus pkbmi: not a family but he is a spirit of I 
strife and contention among them: not a man but hfl'l 
has a part in him ; he is a drunken devil in one, a vilA I 
devil in another, a thieving devil in a third,*a lying 1 
devil in a fourth, and so on to a thousand, and ail ] 
hundred thousand, ad injinUum. 

Nay, even the ladies have their share in the posses^J 
sion; and if they have not the Devil in their headl^l 
in their faces, or their tongues, it must be some poon 
despicable devil that Satan did not think it worth hiVa 
while to meddle with ; and the number of those thalfl 
are below his operation, I doubt is very small. But] 
that part I have much more to say to ia ils place. 

From degrees of persons, to professions and employ! 
ments, it is the same. We find the Devil is a trodg 
posture-master, he assumes any dress, appears in anV! 
shape, counterfeits every voice, acts upon every stagsn 
here he wears a gown, there a long robe ; here he wean 
the jack-boots, there the small sword ; is here an «»" 
thusiast, there a buffoon; on this side he acts l~ 
mountebank, on that side the merry Andrew ; nothini^ 
comes amiss to him, from the great Mogul to \\s.«\ 
scaramouch; the Devil is in them, more or less, and ' 
plays his game so well, that he makes sure work with i 
them all. He knows wliere the common foible liofli . 
which is universal passion, what handle to take bold 
of every man by, and how to cultivate his interest so, 
as not to fail of his end, or mistake the means. 

How then can it be denied but that his acting thu« I 
in tenebris, and keeping out of the sight of the world, 
is abundantly his interest ; and that he could do nothing 
comparatively speaking, by any other methods 

Infinite variety illustrates the Devil's reign among , 
the sons of men; all which he manages with admira-l 
Mb deaterity, aiwt » ilight particular to himself, by iT 
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mero advantage of his present concealed sitnation, and 
which, had he been obliged to have appeared in publio, 
had been all lost, and be capable o( just nothing at 
all*, or at least of nothing more than the other ordiiiar3r 
politicians of wickedness could have done without 
him. 

Now, authors are much divided as to the manner 
how tlie Devil manages his proper instniments for mi»- 
chief; for Satan has a great many agents in the dark, 
who neither have the Devil in them, nor are they mnch 
acquainted with liim, and yet he serves himself of 
them, whether of theii folly, or of that other frailtjT 
called wit, it is all one, he makes them do his work, 
when they think they are doing their own; nay, bo 
cunning is he in his guiding the weak part of the world, 
that even when they think they are serving God, they 
are doing nothing less or more than serving the Devil ; 
nay, it is some of the nicest part of hia operation, to 
make them believe they are servrng God, when they 
are doing his work. Thus those who the Scripture 
foretold should persecute Christ's church in the lattar 
days, were to think they do God good service. Tbuv 
the Inquisition (for example,) it may be, at this time,- 
in all the acts of Christian cruelty which they are so 
famous for, (if any of them are ignorant enough not to 
know that they are devils incarnate,) may, for oughi 
we know, go on for God's sake ; torture, murder, slarvi 
to death, mangle, and macerate, and all for God, am 
God's Catholic church ; and it is certainly the Devil' 
master-piece to bring mankind to such a perfection of 
devilism as that of the Inquisition is; for if the Devil 
bad not been in them, could they christen such an hell- 
fire judicature as the Inquisition is, by the name of the 
Holy Office 1 And so in paganism, how could so many 
uations among the poor Indians offer human sacrifices 
to their idols, and murder thousands of men, women, 
and children, to appease this god of the air, when ha 
is aiigry, if the Devil did not act in them under the 
vizor of devotion 7 

But we need not go to America, or to the Inquisition,. 
not to paganism or to popery either, to look for people 
that are sacrificing to the Devil, or that give their 
psacs-oiTcriugs to him, while they are offered upoo- 
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Qod's altar. Are not our churches, (ay, and meeting- 
houses too, as much as they pretend to be more sanc- 
tified than their neighbors,) full of Devil-worshippers 1 

Do not the sons of God make assignations with the 
daughters of men, in the very house of worship'! Do 
they not talk to them in the language of the eyes 1 
And what is at the bottom of it, while one eye is upon 
the prayer book, and the other adjusting their dress 1 
Are they not sacrificing lo Venus and Mercury, nay, 
and the very Devil they dress at 1 

Let any man impartially survey the church gestures, 
the air, the postures, and the behavior ; let him keep ] 
an exact roll, and if 1 do not show him two Devil- I 
worshippers for one true saint, then the word saint J 
must have another signification than I ever yet under* J 
stood by it. I 

The church (as a place) is the receptacle of the dead| 1 
as well as the assembly of the living, What relates I 
to those below, I doubt Satan, if he wonld be so kind, ' 
could give a better account of than I can; but as tt 
the superficies, I pretend to so much penetration as ti 
tell you, that there are more spectres, more apparitions ' 
always there, than you that know nothing of the mat- 
ter, may be aware of. 

I happened to be at an eminent place of God's most 
devout worship the other day, with a gentleman of my 
acquaintance, who, 1 observed, minded very little the 
business he ought to come about; first 1 saw him al- 
ways busy staring about him, and tawing this way 
and that way, nay he made two or three bows an? 
scrapes when he was repeating the responses to the tes 
commandments, and assure you, he made it correspooi' 
strangely, so that the harmony was not so broken ii 
upon as you would expect it should. Thus: Lor^ m 
(and a bow to a fine lady just come up to her seat, j 1 
have Tneroy upon us ; — (three bows lo a throng of ladies I 
that came into the n^xt pew alt together,) and inclirufim 
— (then stopped to make a great scrape to my LordyW 
our hearts — ^just then the hearts of all the church wetil 
gone off from the subject, for the response was over; 
so he hnddled up the rest in whispers; for God conlu 
hear him well enough, he said, nay, as well as if l" 
bad spoken as )eud aa bis nei^bon did. 
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After we were come home, I asked him what Iw 
meant by all this, and what he thought of it. 

" How could I help it I" said he, "1 must not be 
rude." 

" What," said I, " rude to whom ?" 

" Why," says he, " there came in so many ladies, 
could not help it." 

" What," said I, " could not you help bowing whi 
you were saying your prayers .'" 

" O sir ! " says he, " the ladies would have thought 
1 had slighted them ; I could not avoid it." 

" Very well," said I, " Ihen you would be rude to 
God, because you could not be rude to the Devil V 

" Why, that is true," said he, " but what can wo 
do 1 There is no going to church, as the case stands 
now, if we must not worship the Devil a Utile between 
whiles." 

This is the case indeed, and Satan carries his point 
on every hand ; for if the fair-speaking world, and the 
fair-looking world ari^generally devils, that is to say, 
are in his mana^emc'nt, we are sure the foul-speaking 
and the fouUdoing world are ail on his side; and yoi 
have then only the fair-doing part of the world thi 
are out of his class ; and when wo speak of them, 
how few ! 

But I return to the Devil's managing our wicked' 
part; for this he does with most exquisite subtilty; 
and this is one part of it ; namely, he thrusts our vices 
into our virtues, by which he mixes the clean and the 
unclean ; and thus, by the corruption of the one, 
poisons and debauches the other, so that the slave he 
governs cannot account for his own common actions, 
and is fain to be obliged to his Maker, to accept of the 
heart, without the hands and feet; to lake, as we vul- 
garly express it, the will for the deed, and if Heaven 
was not so good to come into that half-and-half ser- 
vice, I don't see but the Devil would carry away all 
his servants. Here indeed I should enter into a long 
detail of involuntary wickedness, which, in short, is 
neither more nor less than the Devil in everybody, ayi^i 
in every one of yon, (our governors excepied,) lake '"' 
as you please. 

What is our language, when we look back 
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reSection and reproach on past follies 1 I think I was 
bewitched, I was possess^, certainly the Devil was 
in me, or else I had never neen siicli a sot, Devil in 
you, sir, ay, who doiibls it? you may be sure th« 
Devil was in you, and there he is still, and next time 
he can catch you in the same snare, you will be just 
the same sot that you say you were before. 

In short, the Devil is too cunning for us, and man- 
ages us his own way; he governs the vices of men by 
his own methods ; though every crime will not make 
a man a devil, yet it must be owned, thai every crime 
puts the criminal, in some measure, into the Devil's 
powar, gives him a title to the man, and he treats him 
magisterially ever after. 

Some tell us every single man, every individual, has 
a devil attending him, lo execute the orders of the 
(grand signor) Devil of the whole clan ; that this 
attending evil augel, for so he Is called, sees every step 
you take, is with you in every action, prompts you to 
every mischief, and leaves you to do everything that 
is pernicious to yourself; they also allege, that there 
is a good spirit which attends him too, which latter is 
always accessory to everything that we do that is 
good, and reluctant to evil. If this is true, how comes 
it to pass that those two opposite spirits do not quarrel 
about it when they are pressing us to contrary actions, 
one good, and the other evil ? And why does the evil 
tempting spirit so often prevail ? Instead of answering 
this difficult question, I shall only tell you, as to this 
story of good and evil angels attending every partic- 
ular person, it is a good allegory indeed to represent 
the struggles in the mind of men, between goid and 
evil inclinations; but to the rest, the best thing I caa' 
say of it is, that I think it is a fib. 

But to lake things as they are, and only talk by way 
of natural consequence, for to argue from nature is 
certainly the best way.to find out the Devil's story ; if ' 
there are good and evil spirits attending us, that is to 
say, a good angel and a 4evil, then it is no unjusl' 
reproach upon anybody to say, when they follow the 
dictates of the latter, the Devil is in them ; or they are 
devils ; nay, I must carry it farther still, namely, that 
the gsnerality and greatest number of p«»ple do 
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follov and obey ihe evil spirit, and not (he goodi 
that the predominant powM is allowed to be the doi 
inating power; you must tnen allow, that, in short, 1 

r eater part of mankind has tbe Devil in them, and 
come to my text. 
To this purpose, give me leave to borrow a few 
Imes of a friend, on this very part of the Devil'* 
maaagement : 
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Xo places and persans be suits his 

And dresses up all his bnndilli, 
Who, as pickpocWeis flock lo a couuiry assizes, 

Crowd up tu the coun aad Ibe citj. 

They 're at everji elbow, ajid every ear, 

And ready al every call, sir ; 
The vigilanl Seoul plains his agtnti aboni, 

And hos Eomelbbg lo do viib us all, lii. 

In some be has part, and In some he 's the whole, 
And of some, (like ihe vicar of Baddow,) 

It can neither be said Ihey have body or sotil ; 
Bdi only are devits in shadow. 

The preliy and winy are devils in roasqne, 

Tbe beauties are mere appmitioBa ; 
The homely alone by their faces are knowit, 

And the good by their ugly conditions. 

Tbe beaux walk about tike tbe shadows of men ; 

And wherever he leads 'em, they follow : 
Bat lake 'em and shake 'eia, there 's not one io ten 

But 'i as light as a feather and hollow. 

Thus all his aSairs he drives on in disguise. 

And he ticklea maDkiiid with a feather ; 
Creeps in at oor ears, aud liioks out at our eyes, 
* And jumbles our senses tugetber. 

He raises the vapors, and prompts tbe desires, 
And to every dark deed holds the candle i 

The passions inSames, and the appetite Ores, 
And takes everything by Ihe handle. 

Thus be walks op and down in complete niEisquerai 

And with every company mixes, 
Sells iti every shop, works at every trade, 

And everything doubtful perpleies. 



How Saran comes by this governing influence in 
the minds, and upon the actions, of men, is a qneslioD 
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I am not yet come to, nor indeed does it so particu- 
larly belong to the Devil'^history, it seems rather a I 
polemic, so it may pass at school among the metar< 
physics, and puzzle Ihe heads of our masters. 






CHAPTER V. 



the Deoits management in the Pagan hierarckyy 
' omens, entrails, augurs, oracles, and such lika j 
igeanlry of keli ; and hov> they went off the stags 
last by the introduction of true religion. 

I HAVE adjourned, not finished, my account of the 
Devil's secret management by possession, and shali 
reassiime it, in its place ; but I must talce leave to 
mention some other parts of his retired scheme, by 
which he has hitherto managed mankind ; and the 
first of these is by that fraud of all frauds, called- 
oracle. 

Here bis trumpet yielded an uncertain sound for 
some ages, and like what he was, and according to 
what he practised from the beginning, he delivered 
out falsehood and delusion by retail. The priests of 
Apollo acted this farce for him, to a great nicety, at 
Delphos; there were divers others, at the same time, 
and some, which, to give the Devil his due, he had 
very little hand in, as we shall see presently. 

There were also some smaller, some greater, soma 
more, some less famous places where those oracleV 
were seated, and audience given to the inquirers ; ia 
ail which the Devii, or somebody for him, permissu 
auperiomm, for either vindictive or other hidden ends 
and purposes, was allowed to make at least a preten- 
sion to the knowledge of things to come ; but, as public 
cheats generally do, they acted in masquerade, and 
gave such uncertain and inconsistent responses, that 
they were obhged to use the utmost art to reconcile 
events to the prediction, even after things were coma 
to pass. 

Here the Devil was a lying spirit, in a particul^ 
17 
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I extraordinary mnnner, in the mouths of all flii 
>phets; and yet he hni^he cnmiing to express hitn- 
r so, that, whatever happened, the oracle was su[>< 
sed to have meant bs it fell out; and so all their 
augurs, omens and voices, by which the Devil amused 
(he world, not at that time only, but sinc6j have been 
likewise interpreted. 

Julian, the apostate, dealt mightily in these amuse- 
ments; but the Devil, who neither wished his Tall, or 
pesaged it to him, evidenced that he knew nothing 
F Julian's fate; for that, as he sent almost to all the 
nicies of the Bast, and summoned all the priests 
' [ether, to inform him of the success of his Persian 
edition, they all, Uke Ahab's prophets, having a 
rfng spirit in them, encouraged himj and promised 
nn success. 

^May, all the ill omens which disturbed him, they 
resaged good from ; for example, he was at a pro- 
ligious expense, when he was at Antioch, to bay up 
white beasts, and while fowls, for sacrifices, and for 
predicting from the entrails; from whence the Antl- 
ochians, in contempt, called him Victimarius; but 
whenever the entrails foreboded evil, the cunning 
Devil made the priests put a different constrnctioa 
Upon ihem, and promise him good. When he entered 
into the temple of the Genii, to offer sacrifice, one of 
the priests dropped down dead ; this, had it had any 
signification more than a man falling dead of an 
apoplectic, would have signified something falal to 
Julian, who made himself a brother sacrist or priest; 
whereas the priests turned it presently to signify the 
death of his colleague, tho Consul Sallust, which hap- 
pened jiist at the same time, though eight hundred 
miles off. So, in another case, Julian thought it 
ominous, that he, who was Augustus, should be 
named with two other names of persons, both already 
dead. The case was thus ; the style of the emperor 
vas Julianus Felix Augustus, and two of his principal 
officers were Jnlianus and Felix; now both JuUanus 
and Felix died within a few days of one another, 
which disturbed him much, who was the third of the 
three names; but his flattering devil told him it all 
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imported good to him ; namely, that though Juliantu 
and Fetix would die, Aiigiastus should be immortal. 

Thus, whatever happened, and whatever was fore- , 
told, and how much soever they differed from ona j 
another, the lying spirit was sure to reconcile the pre* 1 
diction and the event, and make them at least seem to | 
correspond in favor of the person inquiring. 

Now we are told oracles are ceased, and the Devil 
is farther limited for the good of mankind, not being 
allowed to vent his delusions by the mouttis of the 
priests and augurs, as formerly : I will not take upon 
me to say, how far they are really ceased, more thatt 
they were before ; I think it is much more reasonabla 
to believe there was never any reality in them at all, 
or that any oracle ever gave out any answers but J 
what were the invention of the priests, and the dclti* J 
sions of the Devil ; 1 have a great many ancient authors I 
on my side in this opinion, as Eusebius, Tertuliian,. I 
Aristotle, and others, who, as they lived so near tlia " 
pagan times, and when even some of those rites were 
yet in use, they had much more reason to know, and ] 
could probably pass a better judgment upon them ; nay, 
Cicero himself ridicules them in the openest manner ; 
again, other authors descend to particulars, and show 
how the cheat was managed by the heathen sacrists 
and priests, and in what enthusiastic manner they 
spoke ; namely, by going into the hollow images, such 
as the brazen bull, and the image of Apollo, and how 
subtly they gave out dubious and ambiguous answers;; 
(hat when the people did not find their expectations. J 
answered by the event, they might be imposed upott<f 
by the priests, and confidently told they did not rightljT 4 
understand the oracle's meaning. However, I cannot f 
say but that indeed there are some autliors of good 
credit too, who will have it, that there was a real pro- 
phetic spirit iti the voice or answers given by the 
oracles, and that oftentimes they were miraculously 
exact in those answers; and they give Ihat of tha^ 
Delphic oracle answering the question which waa 
given about Croesus, for an example; namely, What . 
Croesus was doing at that time 1 to wit, that he wa«i9 
boiling a lamb and the flesh of a tortoise together, ia ■ 
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kus vessel, or boiler, with a cover of the saawineSM^^^I 
■Bt is to sa^, in a kettle with a brass cover. ^^^^| 

^fTo affirm, therefore, that they were all cheats, W^^| 
ban must encounter wiih aiitiquitjr, and set his pn^ ^B 
Tate judgment up against an estabhslied opinion ; but 
it la no matter for that. If 1 do not see anything in 
that received opinion capaj>le of evidence, much lea* 
of demonscralion, 1 must be allowed still to think as 
do ; others may believe as they list ; I see nothing ha 
or diihciilt in the thing; the priests, who were alwa] 
historically informed of the circumstances of the, f 
quirer, or at least swnething about them, might ^asi 
find some ambiguous speech to make, and put soi 
double entendre upon tliem, which, upon the eveaj 
solved the credit of the oracle, were it one way 
other; and this they certainly did, or we have room to 
think the Devil knows less of things now than he did 
in former days. 

It is true, that by these delusions the priests got in- 
finite sums of money ; and this makes it stilt probable 
that they would labor hard, and use the utmost of 
their skill, to uphold the credit of their oracles ; and it 
is a full discovery, as well of the subtlety of the 
sacrists, as of the ignorance and sttipldity of the peo 
pie, in those early days of Satan's witchcraft, to see 
what merry work the Devil made with the world, 
and what gross things he put upon mankind. Such 
was the story of the Dodonian oracle in Epiriis; 
namely, That two pigeons flew out of Thebes, (N, B., 
it was the Egyptian Thebes,) from the temple of Belus, 
erected there by the ancient sacrists, and that one of 
these fled eastward into Libya, and the deserts of 
Africa, and the other into Greece, namely, toDodona; 
and these commuuicated the divine mysteries to one 
another, and afterwards gave mystical solutions to the 
devout inquirers; first the Dodonian pigetra, perching 
upon an oak, spoke audibly lo the people there, that 
the gods commanded thera to build an oracle or tem- 
ple, to Jupiter, in that place; which was accord- 
mgly doue. The other pigeon did the like on the hill 
in Africa, where it commanded them to build aiioti 
to Jupiter Ammon, or Uammon. 

Wise Cicero contemned all this, and, as authors 
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, ridiculed the answer, which, as I have hinted 
above, the oracle gave to Crffisus, proving that tha 
oracle itself was a liar; that it could not come froia 
Apollo, far that Apollo never spoke Latin. In a. word, 
Cicero rejected them all. And Demosthenes also 
mentions the cheats of the oracles ; when speaking of 
the oracle of Apollo, he said, Pythia philippized ; 
tliat is, that when the priests were bribed with monej^ 
they always gave their answers in favor of Philip of ] 
Macedon. . j 

But that which is most strange to me is, that in thii 
dispute about the reality of oracles, the heathen, who 
made use of them, are the people who expose them, 
and who insist most positively upon their being cheats 
and impostors, and in particular those mentioned abovft; 
while the Christians, who reject them, yet believe they 
did really foretell things, answer questions, &C., onljT 
with this difference, that the heathen authors, wh# 
oppose them, insist that it is all delusion and cheat, and 
charge it upon the priests; and the Christian opposen 
insist that it was real, but that the Devil, not the Gods, 
gave the answers ; and that he was permitted to do it 
by a superior power, to magnify that power in the total 
silencing them at last. 

But, as I said before, I am with the heathen here, 
against the Christian writers ; for I take it all to be a 
cheat and delusion. I must give my reason for it, or 
I do nothing; my reason is this: 1 insist Satan is dM 
blind in matters of futurity as we ate, and can tell 
nothing of what is to come. These oracles often pre*' 
tending to predict, could be nothing else therefore but 
a cheat formed by the money-getting priests to amuse 
the world, and bring grist to their mill. If I meet with 
anything in my way to open my eyes to a betteC 
opinion of them, I shall tell it you. as I go on. 

On the other hand, whether the Devil really spake 
in those oracles, or set the cunning priests to speak ffflr 
him ; whether Ihey predicted, or only made the people 
believe they predicted; whether they gave answen 
which came to pass, or prevailed upon the people to 
believe that what was said did come to pass, it wa» 
much at one, and fnlly answered the Devil's end-j"' 
Damely, Xa amuse and delude the world ; and as to ' 
17* 



I 



I namel 



w 

I or b 



THE MODERN HrsTORT OF THE DEVIL. 




to cause to be done, is the same part of speech, am 
whoever did it, the Devil's interest was carried on by 
it, his government preserved, and all the mischief he 
could desire was elTectunlly brought to pass, so that 
every wny they were the Devil's oracles; that is oat 
of the question. 

Indeed I have wondered sometimes why, since by 
this sorcery the Devil performed such wonders, that 
is, played so many tricks in the world, and had sucli 
universal success, he should set up no more of them ; 
but there might be a great many reasons given for 
that, too long lo tire you with at present. It is.true, 
there were not many of them ; and yet, considering 
what a great deal of business they dispatched, it Wft8 
enough; for six or eight oracles were more than suf- 
ficient to amuse ail the world. The cliief oracles we 
meet with in history are among the Greeks and tha 
Romans; namely, 

That of Jnpiter Ammon, in Lydia, as above. 

■The Dodonian, in Epirus. 

Apollo Delphicus, in the country of Phocis, 
ece. 

.polio Clarius, in Asia Minor, 
raphis, in Alexandria, in Egypt, 
'rophonius, in BcBotia. 
ibylla CumEBa, in Italy. 

ifiiana, at Ephesus. 

'.polio Daphneus, at Antioch. 
lides many of lesser note, in several other planes, i 
I have hinted before. 

I have nothing to do here with the story mentioned 
by Plutarch, of a voice being heard at sea, from s 
of the islands, called the Echinades, and caUing up* 
Thamuz, an Egyptian, who was on board a ship, bid^ 
ding him, when he came to the Palodes, other islands 
in the Ionian sea, tell them there, that the great god 
Pan was dead. And when Thamuz performed it, 
great groaninga and bowlings, and lamentations were 
beard from the shore. 

This tale tells but iiidiiferendy, though indeed it 
looks more like a christian fable, than a pagan ; because 
it seems as if made lo honor theiChrislian worship, and 
Wast all the pagan idolatry ; and for that reason 1 net 
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ject it, the Christian profession needing no such fabnlous 
stiifF to confirm it. 

Nor is it true, in fact, that the oracles did cease im- 
mediately npon the death of Christ; but, as 1 noted 1 
before, the snm of the matter is this ; the Christian re- , 
ligioii spreading itself universally, as well as miracu- 
lously, and that too by the foohshness of preaching, 
into all parts of the world, the oracles ceased ; that ia J 
to say, their trade ceased, their rogueries were daily j 
detected, the deluded people, being better langht, came 
no more after them ; and being ashamed as well as dis- | 
couraged, they sneaked out of the world as well s 
they could; in short, the customers fell off, and the j 
priests, who were the shopkeepers, having no business 
to do, shut up their shops, broke, and went away ; the 
trade and the tradesmen were hissed off the stage to- 
gether; so that the Devil, who, it must be confessed, 
got infinitely by the cheat, became bankrupt, and was 
obliged to set other engines to work, as other cheats 
and deceivers do, who, when one trick grows stale, and I 
will serve no longer, are forced to try another. ■ ' 

Nor was the Devil to seek in new measures; for 
though he could not give out his delusive trash, as he did 
before, in pomp and state, with the solemnity of a tem- 
ple, and a set of enthusiasts, called priests, who played 
a thousand tricks to amuse the world, he had ihea 
recourse to his old Egyptian method, which indeed I 
was more ancient than that of oracles; and that was J 
by magic, sorcery, familiars, witchcraft, and the hke. t J 

Of this we find the people of the south, that is, oP"! 
Arabia and Chaldea, were the first, from whence werl 
are told the wise men, that is to say, magicians,' I 
were called Chaldeans and soothsayers. Hence, also,il 
we find Ahaziah, the king of Israel, sent to Baalzebub,' r 
the god of Ekron, to inquire whether he should live or | 
die] This, some think, was a kind of an oracle,- 
though others think it was only some overgrown ma^* 
gician, who counterfeited himself to be a Devil, and I 
obtained upon that idol-hunting age to make a cun-i ■ 
ning man of him ; and for thai purpose he got himself 
made a priest of Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, and 
gave out answers in his name. Thus those merry fel- 
lows in Egypt, Jannes and Jambres, are said tomimio 
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U0SC8 and Aaron, when they worked the miiac»l<MH 
plagues upon the Egyptians ; and we have some iu- 
slances in scripture to support this, snch as the witcli 
of Endor, the king Manasses, who dwelt with the 
Devil openly, and had a familiar; the woman raeo- 
lioned Acts xvi. who had a spirit of divination, and 
who got money by playing the oracle ; that is, answer- 
ing doubtful questions, &c., which spirit, or devil, the 
apostles cast out. 

Now though it is true, that the old women in the 
world have filled us with tales, some improbable, others 
impossible; some weak, some ridiculous ; and that this 
puts a general discredit upon all the graver matrons 
who entertain us with stories better put together; yet 
it is certain, and I must be allowed to affirm, that the 
Devil does not disdain to take into his service many- 
troops of good old women, and old women-men too, 
whom he finds it is for his service to keep in constant 
pay. To these he is found frequently to communicate 
his mind, and oftentimes we find them such proficients, 
that they know much more than the Devil can teacJl 
them. 

I confess it is not very incongruous with the Devil's 
temper, or with the nature of his business, to shift 
hands; possibly he found that he had tired the world 
with oracular cheats ; that men began to be surfeited 
with them, and grew sick of the frauds which were so 
frequently detected; that it was lime to take new 
measures, and contrive some new trick to bite the 
world, that he might not be exposed to contempt ; or, 
perhaps he saw the approach of new light, which the 
Christian doctrine, bringing with it, began to spread 
in the minds of men ; that it would outshine the dim 
burning ig-nis fatuus with which he had so lonj 
cheated mankind; and was afraid to stand it, lest he 
should be mobbed off the stage by his own people, 
when their eyes should begin to open. That, upon this 
foot, he might, in policy, withdraw from those old re- 
treats, the oracles, and restrain those responses before 
they lost all their credit ; for we find the people seemed 
to be at a mighty loss for some time for want of them, 
so (hat it made them run up and down to conjurers, 
tod man-gossips, to brazen heads, speaking calves, i 
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inimmerable simple things, so gross that they arqi 1 
scarce fit to be namedj to satisfy ihe itch of having 1 
their fortunes told them, as we call it. 

Now, as the Devil is very seldom blind to his owB I 
interest, and therefore thought fit to quit his old way I 
of imposing upon the world by his oracles, only t 
because he foiuid the world began to be too wise to h«» J 
imposed upon that way; so, on the other hand, flndini 
there was still a possibility to delude the world, thougSi 
by other inslruments, he no sooner laid down hiiil 
oracles and the solemn pageantry, magnificent appear-^fl 
ances, and other frauds of his priests and votaries, iri'l 
their temples and shires, but he set up a new trade ; and J 
haviug, as I have said, agents and instruments suffi- 
cient for any business that he could have to employ J 
them in, he begins in corners, as the learned aD&s 
merry Dr. Brown says, and exercises his minor triunp* 
eries by way of his own contriving, Ufting a gres' 
number of new found operators, such as witches, i 
gicians, diviners, figure casters, astrologers, and sucv 
inferior seducers. 

Now, it is true, as that doctor says, this v 
ning into corners, as if he had been expelled his moM, 
triumphant way of giving audience in form, which fot 
so many ages had been allowed him ; yet I must addn 
that as it seemed to be the Devil's own doing, from i 
right judgment of his alfairs, which had taken a neV 
turn in the world, upon the shining of new lights front I 
the Christian doctrine, so it must be acknowledged tbel 
Devil made himself amends upon mankind, by ih^ 
various methods he took, and the multitude of instriii>a 
ments he employed; and perhaps deluded mankind in J 
a more fatal and sensible manner than he did before^ 
though not so universally. 

He had indeed before more pomp and figure put 
upon it, and he cheated mankind then in a way of 
magnificence and splendor ; but this was not in above 
eight or ten principal places, and not fifty places in all, 
public or private; whereas now fifty thousand of his 
angels and instruments, visible and invisible, hardly 
may be said to suffice for one town or city; but, in 
short, as his invisible agents fill the air, and are at 
hand for mischief, on every emergency, so bis visiblo 
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tools swarm iu every village, and yoii have 
hamlet, or a town, but his emissaries are at hand f< 
business ; and, which is still worse, in all places 
fiads business; iiay, even where religion is planted, 
and seems to flourish; yet he keeps his ground, and 
pushes his interest according to what has been said, 
elsewhere, npon the same subject, that wherever 
religion plants, the Devil plants close by iL 

Nor, as 1 say, does he (aW of success; delusioa 
spreads like a plague, and the Devil is sure of votaiies: 
like a. true mountebank, he can always bring a crowd 
about his stage, and tliat some time faster than oUier 
people. 

What [ observe upon this subject is this; that the 
world is at a loss fur want of the Devil. If it was not 
80, what is the reason that, upon the silencing the 
oracles, and religion telling tliem that miracles &ra 
ceased, and that Ciod has done speaking by prophetB, 
they never inquire, whether Heaven has established 
any other or new way of revelation, hut away they 
run with their donbts and difficulties, to these dream> 
ers of dreams, tellers of fortunes, and personal oracles, 
to bo resolved ; as if, when they acknowledge the 
Devil is dumb, these could speak ; and as if the 
wicked spirit could do more than the good, the diabol- 
ical more than the divine ; or that Heaven, having 
taken away the Devil's voice, had furnished him witb 
an equivalent, hy allowing scolds, termagants, and oldp 
weak and superannuated wretches, to speak for him ; 
for these are the people we go to now in our doubtv 
and emergencies. 

While tills blindness continues among us, it is non- 
sense to say, that oracles are silenced, or the Devil is 
dumb; for the Devil gives audience still, by his dep^ 
nties ; only as Jeroboam made priests of ihe meanest 
of the people, so he is grown a little humble, and 
makes use of -meaner instruments than he did before; 
for whereas the priests of Apollo and of Jupiter were 
splendid in their appearance, of grave and venerable 
aspect, and sometimes of no mean quality; now he 
tnakes use of scoundrels and rabble, beggars and vag- 
atonds, old hags, superannuated miserable hermits, 
gypsies and strollers, the pictures of envy and ill luolt. 



] 



HISTORY OP THE DETIL, 203 ' 

Either the Devil is grown an ill master, and gire# ] 
but mean wages, that he can get no better serrantst | 
or else common sense is grown very low priced ana 
contemptible ; that such as these are fit toots to continuH 
the succession of fraud, and carry on the Devil's inter- 1 
est in the world ; for were not the passions and temper j 
of mankind deeply preengaged in favor of this dark | 
prince, we could never suffer ourselves to accept of hiA 1 
favors, by the hands of such contemptible agents as ] 
these. How do we receive his oracles from an old j 
witch of particular eminence, and whom we believe to i 
be more than ordinary inspired from hell 1 I say, we I 
receive the oracle with reverence ; that is to say, with I 
a. kind of horror, with regard to the black prince it I 
comes from ; and, at the same time, turn our facei I 
away from the wretch that mumbles out the answers, f 
lest she should cast an evil eye, as we call it, upon u^ I 
and put a devil into us, when she plays the Devfl'l 
before us, How do we listen to the cant of those I 
worst of vagabonds, the gypsies, when, at the same j 
time, we watch our hedges and hen-roosts, for fear of ' 
their thieving? 

Either the Devil uses us more like fools than he did 
our ancestors, or we really are worse fools than those 
ages produced ; for they were never deluded by such 
low-priced devils as we are ; by such despicable Bride- , 
well devils, that are fitter for a whipping- post than aft'l 
altar, and, instead of being received as the voice of attj 
oracle, should be sent to the house of correction, frtt*i 
pickpockets. 

Nor is this accidental, and here and there one of 
these wretches to be seen ; but, in short, if it has b 
in other nations as it is with us, I do not see that thQ' J 
Devil was able to get any better people into his pay,, I 
or at least very rarely. Where have we seen anytliinttf 
above a tinker turn wizard 1 And where have we haJi^J 
a witch of quality among us ? 

Magicians, soothsayers, devil- raisers, and such pocv 
pie, we have heard much of, but seldom above the 
degree of the meanest of the mean people, the lowest 
of the lowest rank. Indeed the word wise men, which 
the Devil would fain have had his ngents honored 
with, was used a while in Egypt, and in Persia, amouf 
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the Chaldeans; but it continued bnt a little while, i 
never reached so far northward as our country; 
however the Devil has managed it, have many of c 
great men, who have been most acquainted with 1 ' 
ever been able to acquire the title of wise men. 

But I may be told this relates 1o wise men ] 
another constitution, or wise men as they are oppoM^ 
lo fools ; whereas we are talking of them now unda 
another class, namely, as wise men, or magicians, 
soothsayers, &x., such as were in former times called 
by that name. 

But to this I answer, that, take them in which sense 
you please, it may be the same; for if I were to ask 
the Devil the character of the best statesmen he had 
employed among us for many years past, I am apt to 
think that though oracles are ceased, he would hon- 
estly, according to the old ambiguous way, when I 
asked if they were Christians, answer they were (hisj" 
Privy Counsellors, 
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the extraordinary appenrance of the Devil, andpt 
eiailarly of the cloven foot. 

Some people would fain have us treat this tale of the 
Devil's appearing with a cloven foot with more solem- 
nity than I believe the Devil himself does ; for Satan, 
who knows how much of a cheat it is, must certainly 
ridicule it, in his own thoughts, to the last degree ; but 
as he is glad of any way to hoodwink the understand- 
ings, and bubble the weak part of the world ; so, if he 
sees men willing to take every scarecrow for a devil, 
it is not his business to undeceive them. On the other 
hand, he finds it in his interest to foster the cheat, and 
serve himself of the consequence. Nor could 1 doubt 
but the Devil, if any mirth be allowed bun, often 
laughs at the many frightful shapes and figures vi 
dress him up in, and especially to see how willing t 
are first to paint him as black, and make him app< 



lis) 



THE MODERN HISTORY OP THE DEVIL. 805 

Ugly as we can, and then stare and start at th« I 
spectrum of our own making. 

The truth is, that among all the horribles that we 
dress up Satan in, I cannot but think we show tha 
least of invention in this of a goat, or a thing with a 
goat's foot, of all the rest; for though a goat is a crea- I 
ture made use of by our Saviour, iu Che allegory of the ] 
day of judgment, and is said there to represent tha 1 
wicked rejected party, yet it seems to be only on 
account of their similitude to the shee^, and so to rep- 
resent the just fate of hypocrisy and hypocrites; and, ] 
in particular, to form the necessary antithesis in th» J 
story [ for else, our whimsical fancies excepted, a j 
sheep, or a lamb, has a cloven foot, as well as a goat ; I 
nay, if scripture be of any value in the case, it is ta 1 
the Devil's advantage; for the dividing the hoof was | 
the distinguishing character or mark of a clean beast; 
and how the Devil can be brought into that numbefi ' 
is pretty hard to say. 

One would have thought, if we had intended to 1 
have given a just figure of the Devil, it would have i 
been more apposite to have ranked him among the 
cat kind, and given him a foot, (if he is to be known 
by his foot,) like a lion, or like a red dragon, being the 
same creatures which he is represented by in the text; 
and so his claws would have had some terror in them, 
as well as his teeth. 

But neither is the goat a true representative of the 
Devil at all, for we do not rank the goats among the 
subtle or cunning part of the brutes; he is counted 9.-A 
fierce creature indeed of his kind, though nothing likef 
those other above mentioned ; and he is emblematicalljrfl 
used to represent a lustful temper, but even that part ' 
does not fully serve to describe the Devil, whose oper- 
ation lies principally another way. 

Besides, it is not the goat himself that is made use 
of, it is the cloven hoof only, and that so particularly, 
that the cloven hoof of a ram, or a swine, or anjr 1 
other creature, may serve as well as that of a goat; j 
only that history gives us some cause to call it the J 
goat's foot. I 

In liie next place, it is understood by us not as ^J 
bare token to know Satau by, but as if it wera a brat 
18 
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upon him, and thai, like the mark God put upOD 
it was given him lor a piiniahmfint, so thai he cai 
get leave to appear without it, nay, cannot conceal 
whatever other dress or disguise he may put on ; r" 
as if it was to make him as ridicnlous as possible, tl 
will have it be, that whenever Satan has occasion 
dress himself in any human shape, be it of what 
cree soever, from the king to the beggar, he it of a _ 
lady or of an old woman (the latter, it seems, he ofl) 
est assumes,) ^ei still he not only must have this 
Ten foot about him, but he is obliged to show it 
nay, they will not allow him any dress, but the cloven 
foot ; they wdl not so much as allow him an artificial 
shoe, or a jack boot, as we often see contrived to otm- 
ceal a club foot, or a wooden leg: but that the Devil 
may be known wherever he goes, he is bound to sho'w 
his foot. They might as well oblige him to set a bill 
upon his cap, as folks do upon a house lo be let, and 
have it written in capital letters, lam the Devil. 

It must be confessed this is very particular, and 
would be very hard upon the Devil, if it had not an- 
other article in it, which is some advantage lo him, and 
that is, that the fact is not true ; but the belief of this 
is so universal, that all the world runs away wilh it; 
by which mistake the good people miss the Devil many 
times where they look for him, and meet him as often 
where they did not expect him, and when for wantof 
this cloven fool they did not kiKiw hira. 

Upon this very account I have sometimes thought, 
not [hat this has been put upon him by mere fancy, 
and the cheat of an heavy imagination, propagated by 
fable, and chimney-corner-divinity; but that it has 
been a contrivance of his own; and that, in short, f 
Devil raised this scandal upon himself, that he ^ni^ 
keep his disguise the belter, and might go a visiti 
among his friends without being known; for were 
really so, that he could go nowhere without this 
particular brand of infamy, he could not come into 
company; the reason is plain, he would be always 
discovered, exposed, and forced to leave Ihe good com- 
pany, or, which would be as bad, the company wonid 
all cry out the Devil, and run out of the room as they 
lright«d ; nor could all the help of invention do 
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him any service, no dress he could put on would covef 1 
him ; not ail his friends could furnish him with aa I 
habit that would disguise or conceal him, this unhappy 1 
foot would spoil it all. Now this would be so great % I 
loss to him, that I question whether he could carry oa I 
any of his most important affairs in the world wiiliout I 
it; for though he has access to mankind in his com- 1 
pjete disguise, I mean that of his invisibility, yet Ihft 1 
learned very much agree in this, that his corporal pre»- I 
ence in the world is absolulely necessary, upon many J 
occasions, to support his interest, and keep up his cot--] 
respondences, ana particularly to encourage his friends, I 
when numbers are requisite to carry ou his affairs; 1 
but this part I shall have occasion to speak of again, 1 
when 1 come to consider him as a gentleman of buai^ 1 
uess in his locality, and under the head of visible ap* 1 
parition ; but I return to the foot. J 

As I have thus suggested, that the Devil himself 1 
has politically spread about this notion concerning his .1 
appearing with a cloven foot, so I doubt not that ha T 
has thought it for his purpose to paint this cloven foot J 
so lively in the imaginations of many of our people, I 
and especially of those clear-sighted folks, who see Ihe J 
Devil when he is not to he seen, that they would raaka J 
no scruple to say, nay, and to make affidavit too, even J 
before Satan himself, whenever he sat upon the benchj 1 
that they had seen his worship's foot at such and suca J 
a time. This I advarlce the rather, because it is very J 
much for his interest to do this ; for if we had not manyl 
witnesses, vivB voce, to testify it, we should have hadll 
some obstinate fellows always among us, who would 1 
have denied the fact, or at least have spoken doubtfully J 
of it ; and so have raised disputes and objection* | 
against it, as impossible, or at least as improbable ; 
buzzing one ridiculous notion or other into our ears, a» I 
if the Devil was not so black as he was painted; that 1 
he had no more a cloven foot than a pope, whose apos- 1 
tolical toes have so often been reverentially kissed by J 
kings and emperors; but now, alas! this part is out * 
of ihe question. Not the man in the moon, not tha * 
groauing-board, not the speaking of Friar Bacon's 
brazen head, not the inspiration of Mother Shiplon, or 
the miracles of Dr. Faustus, things as certain as dealfa ' 
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and taxes, can be more firmly believecl. The D« 
not have a cloven foot ! I doubt not bnt I could, 
short time, bring yon a thousand old women togethi 
that would as soon believe there was no Devi! at all 
nay, they will tell yon, he conld not be a Devil with- 
out it, any more than he could come into the room, 
and the candles not burn blue ; or go out, and not leave 
a smell of brimstone behind liim. 

Since then the certainty of the thing is so well 
established, and there are so many good and substan- 
tial witnesses ready to leslify, tlial he has a cloven 
foot, and that they have seen it too: nay, and that we 
have antiquity on our side, for we have this truth 
confirmed by the testimony of many ages ; why should 
we doubt it any longer? We can prove, that many 
of our ancestors have been of this opinion, and divers 
learned authors have left it upon record, as particular- 
ly that learned familiarist Mother Hazel, whose writ- 
ings are to be found in MSS. in the famous library at 
Pye-Corner ; also the admired Joan of Amesbury ; the 
history of the Lancashire Witches; and the reverend 
Exorcist of the Devils of Loudon, whose history is 
extant among us to this day. All these and many 
more may be quoted, and their writings referred to, 
for the confirmation of the antiquity of this truth ; but 
there seems to be no occasion for farther evidence, it is 
enough, Satan himself, if he did not raise the report, 
yet tacitly owns the fact; at least he appears willing 
to have it believed, and be received as a general truth, 
for the reasons above. 

Bnt besides all this, and as much a jest as some un- 
believing people would have this story pass for, who 
knows but that if Satan is empowered to assume any 
shape or body, and to appear to us visibly, as if really 
so shaped ; I say, who knows bnt he may, by the same 
authority, be allowed to assume the addition of the 
cloven foot, or two or four cloven feet, if he pleased ? 
and why not a cloven foot as well as any other foot, 
if he thinks fit? For if the Devil can assume a shape, 
and can appear to mankind in a visible form, it 
I doubt not, with as good authority, be ad 
he is left at liherty to assume what shape he pleases 
And to choose what caee of Hesh and blood ' 
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please to wear, whether real or imaginary; and ifthiiij 
liberty be allowed him, it is an admirable disguise (otA 
him to come generally wilh his cloven foot, that wheiif.l 
he finds it for his purpose, on special occasions, ti>»-l 
come without it, as I said above, he may not be sii»^ I 
pected. But take this with you, as you go, that alL J 
tills is upon a supposition, that the Devil cau assume k 
visible shape, and make a real appearance, whicbgi 
however, I do not yet think fit to grant, or deny. 

Certain it is, the first people who bestowed a cloveal 
foot upon the Devil, were not so despicable as you mgjjM 
imagine, but were real favorites of heaven ; for did nob 
Aaron set up the Devil of a calf in the congregatioaa 
and set the people a dancing about it for a god 1 Upoi3 
which occasion, expositors tell us, that particular comw^ 
mand was given, Levit. xvii. 7, — " They shall no mora^ 1 
offer their sacrifices unto Devils, after whom they haT9i I 
gone a whoring." Likewise King Jeroboam set upthej J 
two calves, one at Dan, and the other at Bethel ; and J 
we find them charged afterwards with setting up thQ I 
worship of Devils, instead of the worship of God. I 

After this we find some nalioas actually sacrificed to I 
the Devil, in the form of a ram, and others of a goat; ] 
from which, and that above of the calves at Horeb, £ j 
doubt not the story of the cloven foot first derived j | 
and it is plain, that the worship of that calf at Horeb I 
is meant in the Scripture quoted above, Levit. xvii. 7, I 
"Thou shalt no more offer sacrifices unto Devils." J 
The original is Seghvirim; that is, rough and hairy)! 
goats, or calves. And some think also, in this shaps^J 
the Devil most ordinarily appeared to the Egyptlani^ 
and Arabians, from whence it was derived. ^ 

Also, in the old writings of the Egyptians, I mean I 
their hieroglyphic writing, before the use of letters was i 
known, we are told, this was the mark that he waa j 
known by; and the figure of a goat was the hieroglyi 
phic of the Devil. Some will aflSrm, that the Devil \ 
was particularly pleased to be so represented. How I 
they came by their information, and whether they had i 
it from his own mouth, or not, authors have not yet i 
determined. j 

But be this as it will, I do not see that Salan could ] 
bave been &t a loss for some extiao-^inary figure b 
18* 
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have bantered mankind with thongh tliis had not ( 
thought of; but thniking of the cloven fool first, anl. 
the inattei being inditrerent, this took place, and easit] 
rooted ilsdf in the bewildered fancy of the people ; ar 
now it is riveted too fast for the Devil himself to i 
move it, if he was disposed to try ; bnt, as I said abov< 
it is none of his business to solve doubts, or remoW 
ditticuUies out of our heads, but to perplex us v " 
more, as much as he can. 

Some people carry this matter a great deal highei 
still, and will have the cloven foot be like the gre»n 
stone which the Brazilian conjurers used to solve all 
difficult questions upon, after having used a great manjr 
monstrous and barbarous gestures and distortions of 
their bodies, and cut certain marks, or magical fignres 
upon the stone. So, I say, they will have this cloven 
foot be a kind of a conjuring stone; and tell us, that, 
in former times, when Stolan drove a greater tradp with 
mankind, in public, than he has done of late, he gave 
this cloven foot as a token to his particular favorites, 
to work wonders with, and to conjure by ; and that 
witches, fairies, hobgoblins, and such things, of which 
the ancients had several kinds, at least in their imagi- 
nation, had all a goat's leg, with a cloven foot, to put 
on upon extraordinary occasions. It seems this method 
is of late grown out of practice,' and so, like the melt- 
ing of marble, and the painting of glass, it is laid aside, 
among the various useful arts which, history tells ns, 
are lost to the world. What may be practised in tii4 
fairy world, if such a place there be, we can give n 
particular account at present. < 

But neither is this all ; for other would-be- wi«_ 
people take upon them to make farther and more con^ 
siderable improvements upon this doctrine of the cloven 
foot, and treat it as a most significant instrument of 
Satan's private operation; and that as Joseph is said 
to divine, that is to say, to conjure by his golden cup, 
which was put into Benjamin's sack ; so the Devil has 
managed several of his secret operations, and posses- 
sions, and other hellish mechanisms, upon the spirits 
as well as bodies of men, by the medium ot instrumen- 
tality of the cloven foot; accordingly it had a kind of 
an hellish inspiration in it, and a separate and m^iclJ' 
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power, by which he wrought his infernal miraclesDi 
That the cloven fool had a superior signification, andi I 
was not only emblematic and significative of the con4i 
duct of men, hut really guided their conduct in tha*! 
most impoTiant affairs of life; and that the agents th&'i 
Devil employed to influence mankind, and to delud«.-J 
them, and draw them into all the snares and traps thaftj 
he lays continually for their destruction, were equip*il 
ped with this foot, in aid of their other powers foltl 
mischief. I 

Here they read us learned lectures upon the sova^-B 
reign operations which the Devil is at present mast^l 
of, in the government of human affairs; and how the.1 
cloven foot is an emblem of the true double enlmidr^.M 
or divided aspect, which the great men of the worlota 
generally act with, and by which all their affairs ars*! 
directed ; from whence it comes to pass, that there iltW 
no siijh thing as a single-hearted integrity, or an upi 
right meaning to he found in the world. That man; 
kind, worse than the ravenous brutes, preys upon hift'l 
own kind and devours them by all the laudable | 
methods of flattery, whine, cheat, and treachery jl I 
crocodile-like, weeping over those it will devour, do*l 
Gtroying those it smiles upon ; and, in a word, devours • 
its own kind, which the very beasts refuse, and thacl 
by all the ways of fraud and allurement that hel! c 
invent; holding out a cloven divided hoof, or hat 
pretending to save, when the very pretence is made xxsi 
of to ensnare and destroy. 

Thus the divided hoof is the representative of a di^i 
vided double tongue, and heart, an emblem of the mort 
exquisite hypocrisy, the most fawning and fatally de- 
ceiviug flattery. And here they give us very diverting! 
histories, though tragical in themselves, of the mannefrl 
which some of the Devil's inspired agents have man-* 
aged themselves under the especial influence of tho I 
cloven foot. How they have made war under the pre- 
tence of peace; murdered garrisons under the most 
sacred capitulations; massacred innocent nuittiludes 
after surrenders to mercy. 

Again, they tell us the cloven foot has been made 
use of in all treasons, plots, assassinations, and secret 
«s well as open murders and rebellions. Thus Jo&b, 
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under the treason of an embrace, showed how Aex- 
terously he could manage the cloven foot, and struck 
Abiier under the fifth rib. Thus David played the 
cloven foot upon poor Uriah, when he had a mind to 
injure him. Thus Bnittis played it upon Csesar ; and, 
to come nearer home, we have had a great many 
retrograde motions in this country, by this magical 
implement, the foot ; such as that of the Earl of Essex'ail 
fate, beheading the Queen of Scots, and divers othen' 
in Cineeu Elizabeth's lime. That of the Earl oi 
Shrewsbury, and Sir Thomas Overbury, Gondamor, 
and Hir Walter Raleigh, and many others, in King 
James the First's lime ; in all which, if the cloveti foot 
had not been dexterously managed, those murders 
had not been so dexterously managed ; or the muTder»< 
ers have so well been screened from justice: foM 
which, and the imprecated justice of Heaven unafM 
peased, some have thought the innocent branches of ihr 
royal house of Stuart did not fare the better, in 
ages which followed. 

It must be confessed, the cloven foot was in 
full exercise in the next reign; and the generation- 
that rose up immediately after them, arrived to the 
most exquisite skill for management of it. Here they 
fasted and prayed, there Ihey phmdeted and murdered; 
here ihey raised war for the king, and there they 
fought against him, cutting throats for God's sake, and 
deposing both king and kingly government, according 
to law. 

Nor was the cloven foot unemployed on all sidi 
for it is the main excellency of this instrument of hell| 
that it acts on every side, it is its denominating qnaU 
iiy, and is, for that reason, called a cloven or divided 
hoof 

This mutilated apparition has been so public in 
other countries too, that it seems to convince us the 
Devil is not confined to England only, but that as his 
empire extended to all the sublunary world, so he gives 
them all room to see be is qualified to manage them 
his own way. 

What abundant use did that prince of dissemblers, 
Charles V. make of this foot? It was by the help of 
Uiia apparition of the foot that he baited his hook 
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vilh the city of Milan, and tickled Francis I, ofil 
France so well with it, that when he passed thronghl 
France, and was in that king's power, he let him go, 
and never got the bait off of the hook neither: it^ 
seems the foot was not on King Francis' aide at thatil 
time. ■" 

How cruelly did Philip II. of Spain manage this 
foot, in the murder of the nobility of the Spanish' 
Netherlands, the assassination of the Prince of Orange,' 
and, at last, in that of his own son, Don Carlos, infan) 
of Spainl And yet, such was the Devil's craft, ant 
so nicely did he bestir his cloven hoof, that thii 
monarch died consolated (though impenitent) in the' 
arms of the church, and with the benediction of ih) 
clergy too, those second-best managers of the said hi 
in the world. 

I must acknowledge, I agree with this opinion th' 
far ; namely, that the Devil, acting by this cloven fo 
as a machine, has done great things in the world fo 
the propagating his dark empire among us; and hii 
tory is full of examples, besides the little low-prict 
things done among us ; for we are come to such a kit 
of degeneracy in folly, that we have even dishonor! 
the Devil, and pal this glorious engine, the cloven fool 
to such mean uses, that the Devil himself seems 
ashamed of us. 

But to return a little to foreign history. Besides whal 
has been mentioned above, we find flaming example 
of most glorious mischief done by this, weapon, whei 
put into the hands of kings and men of fame, in tt 
world. How many games have the kings of Frani 
played with this cloven foot, and that within a fe" 
years of one another'? First, Charles IX. played 
cloven foot upon Gasper Coligni, admiral of Franc( 
when he caressed him, complimented him, invited hit_ 
to Paris, to the wedding of the King of Navarre, called*] 
him father, kissed him, and when he was wounded, 
sent his own surgeons to take care of him ; and yet, 
three days after, ordered him to be assassinated, and 
murdered, used with a thousand indignities, and atr 
last thrown out of Ihe window into the street, to be 
suited by the rabble. 

Did not Henry III. in tlie same country, play 
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cloven foot upon the Duke of Guise, when lie called 
him to his council, and caused him to be murdered as 
he went in at the door ] The Guises again played the 
same game- back upon the king, when (hey sent oul 
Jacobin friat lo assassinate him in his tenl, as he ' 
at the siege of Paris. 

In a word, this opera of the doven foot has 
acted all over the Christian world, ever since Judas 
betrayed the Son of God wiih a kiss; nay, our Saviour 
says expressly of him, " One of you is a devil ; " and 
the sacred text says in another place, " The Devil 
tered into Judas." 

It remains to tell you, that this merry story of 
cloven foot is very essential to the history which I 
now writing, as it has been alt along the great embleiA' 
of the Devil's government in the world, and by which 
all his most considerable engagements have been an- 
swered, and executed ; for as he ia said not to be able to 
conceal this foot, but that he carries il always with him, 
it imports most plainly, that the Devil would be no 
devil, if he was not a dissembler, a deceiver, and 
carried a double enlendre in all he does or says ; that 
he cannot but say one thing and mean another; pro- 
mise one thing, and do another; engage, and not per- 
form; declare, and not intend; and act like a truo 
devil as he is, with a countenance that is no index 
his heart. 

I might indeed go back to originals, and derive tl 
cloven foot from Satan's primitive state, as a chen 
bim, or a celestial being; which chcrubims, as Moses 
is said to have seen them about the throne of God, in 
mount Sinai ; and as the same Moses, from the original, 
represented them afterwards covering the ark ; had the 
head and face of a man, wings of an eagle, body of a 
lion, and legs and feet of a calf. But this is not so 
mnch to our present purpose, for as we are lo allow 
that whatever Satan had of heavenly beauty before tl 
fall, he lost it all when he commeuced Devil ; so to fete 
his original so far up, would be only to say, that 
tained nothing but the cloven foot; and that all th< 
rest of him was altered and deformed, become horrible 
and frightful as the Devil; but his cloven foot, as we 
now understand it, is ratlier mystical and emblematic, 
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and describes him only as the fouDlain of mischief and 1 
treasoa, and the prince of hypocrites ; and as such w9 I 
are now to speak of hira. 

It is from this original all the hypocritlc world copyt- 
he wears the foot on their account, and from this model 
they act. This made our blessed Lord tell them " The I 
works of your father ye will do," meaning the Devil, I 
as he had expressed it just before. 

Nor does he deny the use of the foot to the meanflrl 
class of his disciples in the world, but decently equipvJ 
them ail, upon every occasion, with a needful propop*! 
tion of hypocrisy and deceit ; that they may hand ot\ 
the power of promiscuous fraud through all bis tempo-l 
ral dominions, and wear the foot always about them^^ 
as a badge of their professed share in whatever is 
by that means. 

Thus every dissembler, every false friend, every 
secret cheat, every bear-skin jobber, has a cloven fool; 
and so far hands on the Devil's interest by the same 
powerful agency of art, as the Devil himself uses to 
act when he appears in person, or would act if he was 
just now upon the spot; for this foot is a machine 
which is to be wound up and wound down, as the 
cause it appears for requires ; and there are agents and 
engineers to act in it by the directions of Satan (the 
grand engineer,) who lies still in his reiirement, only 
issuing out his orders as he sees convenient. 

Again, every class, every trade, every shopkeeper, 
every pedlar, nay, that meanest of tradesmen, the 
church pedlar the Pope, has a cloven foot, with whictb 
he paiB-tca's upon the world; wishes them all well 
and at the same time cheats them; wishes them aQ 
fed, and at the same time starves them ; wishes tliei ^ 
all in Heaven, and at the same time marches befort 
them directly to the Devil, d-la-mode de cloven foot. 

Nay, the very bench, the ever-living foundation of i 
justice in the world; how often has it been made the 
tool of violence, the refuge of oppression, the seat of 
bribery and corruption, by this monster in masquerade, 
and that everywhere, (our own country always ex- 
cepted!) They had much better wipe out the picture 
of justice blinded, and having the sword and scales in 
her hand, which in foreign countries is generally 
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painted over the seat of those who sit to do justice, aQJ 
place, instead thereof, a naked, unarmed cloveu hool 
a proper emblem of that spirit that influences thi 
world, and of the justice we often see administered 
among ihem. Unman imagination cannot form a| 
idea more suitable, nor the Devil propose an engiUJ 
more or belter qualified for an operation of justice, bf 
the influence of bribery and corruption ; it is this mas 
nipotent instrument in the hands of the DevU, whici ^ 
under the closest disguise, agitates every passioqi 
bribes every affection, blackens every virtue, gives ■_ 
double face to words and actions, aud to all persons 
who have any concern to them, and, in a word, makes 
us all devils to one another. 

Indeed the Devil has taken but a dark emblem to 
be distinguished by ; for this of a goat was said to be a 
creature hated by mankind from the begiuuing, and 
that there is a natural antipathy in mankind against 
them : hence the scape-goat was to bear the sins of 
the people, aud to go into the wilderness with all that 
burden upon him. 

Bui we have a saying among us, in defence of which 
we must inquire into the proper sphere of action, which 
may be assigned to this cloven foot, as hitherto 
described. The proverb is this : Every devil has not 
a cloven foot. This proverb, instead of giving us some 
more favorable thoughts of the Devil, confirms what I 
have said already, that the Devil raised this Gcandal 
upon himself; 1 mean the report that he cannot con- 
ceal or disguise his devil's foot or hoof, but thai it 
must appear, under whatever habit he shows himself; 
and the reason I gave holds good still; namely, that 
he may be more effeclually concealed when he goes 
abroad without it : for if ihe people were fully per- 
suaded that the Devil could not appear without this 
badge of his honor, or mark of his infamy, take it as 
you will; and that he was bound also to show it upon 
all occasions; it would be natural to conclude, that 
whatever frightful appearances might be seen in the 
world, if the cloven fool did not also appear, we ha4^^^ 
no occasion to look for the Devil, or so much as 41(^^1 

y think of him, much less to apprehend he was so '^^^^^H 
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might be there while we thought ourselves so secure, 
it might on many occasions be a mistake of very ill 
consequence; and in particular, as it would give the 
Devil room to act in the dark, and not to be discov- 
ered, where it might be most needful to know him. 

From this short hint, thus repeated, I draw a new 
thesis; namely, that devil is most dangerous that has 
no cloven foot; or, if you will have it in words more 
to the common understanding, the Devil seems to be 
most dangerous when he goes without his cloven foot. 

And here a learned speculation effers itself to our 
debate, and which indeed I ought to call a council of 
casuisls, and men learned in the Devil's politics, to 
determine : 

Whether is most hurtful to the world, the Devil 
walking about without his cloven foot, or the cloven 
foot walking about without the Devil 1 

It is indeed a nice and diiUcult tiuestion, and merits 

to be well inquired into; for which reason, and divers 

others, I have referred it to be treated with some 

decency, and as a dispute of dignity, sufficient to take 

^wa chapter by itself. 
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CHAPTEK Til. 

Whether is most hurtful ta the worid, the Devil walk- 
ing about without his cloven foot, or the cloven foot | 
walking ahout witkoul the DevU ? 

In discussing this most critical distinction of Satan's 
private motions, I must, aa the pulpit gentlemen direct 
us, explain the text, and let you know what I mean 
by several dark expressions in it, that I may not be 
understood to talk (as the Devil walks) in the dark. 

1. As to the Devil's walking about. 

2. His walking without his cloven foot. 

3. The cloven foot walking about without the i 
Devil. 

Now as I study brevity, and yet would be under- 
stood too, you may please to understand me as ' 
understand myself; thus: 
19 
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1. That I mnM lie allowH to mippose the 
really has an intercourse in. and through, and a1 
ihis Klobe, with egress and regrwa, for ihe carry! 
nn hu special affairs, Vfhen, how, and where, to 
inajesiy, in his gmtl wisdom, it ahail seem meet; I 
Bometiines he appears and becomes Tisibte, and thi 
like a mastiff without his doe, he does not alwa] 
eairy his cloven foot with him. This will 
bring me Id some debate npon the most imjwrti 
qnestion of apparitions, hsnnttnf-H, wnlltmg, t 
wheilier of Salan in human shape, or of hnman ci 
torea in the Deril's shape, or in any other mai 
wbataoerer. 

2. I mnst also be allowed to tell yon, thai Satan 
a great deal of wrong done him by the gaueral embrac-' 
ing rulgar errors, and that there is a cloven foot ofteti- 
timrs without a devil ; or, in short, that Satan is not 
guilty of all the simple things, no, or (^all the wicked 
things we charge him with. 

These two tieads well settled will fully explain 
title of this chapter, answer the qnery mentioned ii 
and at the same time correspond very well with, ai 
give us a farther prospect into, the main and original 
design of this work ; namely, the history of the Devil. 
We are so fond o(, and pleased with, the general notion 
of seeing the I>cvil, that I am loth to disoblige inf' 
readers so much as the calling in question his visib 
ity woold do. Nor is it my business, any more thi 
it is his, to undeceive them, where the belief is 
agreeable to them ; especially, since, upon the whole, 
it ia not one farthing matter, either on one side or on 
the other, whether it be so or no, or whether the truth 
of fact be ever discovered or not. 

Certain it is, whether we see him or no, here he is, 
and I make no doubt but he is looking on while 1 am 
writing this part of his story, whether behind me, or 
at my elbow, or over my shoulder, is not «iaterial to 
me, nor have 1 once turned my head about to see 
whotlmr lie is there or no; for if he be not in the inside, 
I have 80 mean an opinion of all his extravasated 
-" twers, that it seems of very little consequence to me 
'iiific ho takes up, or in what posture he 
nor indeed can I find in all my inquiry, thai 
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ever the Devil appeared ((/ud devil) in any of the mo* 
dangerous or important of his designs in the world; 
the most of his projects, especially of the significant 
part of ihem, having been carried on another way. 

However, as I am satisfied nobody will be pleased 
if 1 should dispute the reality of his appearance, and 
the world rnus away with it as a received point, and 
that admits no dispute, I shall most readily grant tha 
general, and give you some account of the particulars. 

History is fruitful of particulars, whether invenlion 
has supplied them or not, I will not say, where th« 
Devil is brought upon the stage in plain and undeni- 
able apparition. The story of Samuel being raised by 
the witch of Endor, I shall leave quite out of ray list, 
because thei^ are so many scruples and objections 
against that slory ; and as 1 shall not dispute with iha 
scripture, so, on ihe other hand, 1 have so much defer-t 
ence for the dignity of the Devil, as not to delermins: 
rashly how far it may be in the power of every old 
(witch) woman, to call him up whenever she pleasea^ 
and that he must come, whatever the pretence is, of 
whatever business of consequence he may' be engaged 
in, as often as it is needful for her to paw-wa for half' 
a crown, or perhaps less than half the money. 

Nor will I undertake to tell you, till I have talb 
farther with him about it, how far the Devil is coofj 
cerned to discover frauds, delect murders, revei ' 
secrets, and especially to tell where any money is hii 
and show folks where to find it; it is an odd thinj 
that Salan should think it of consequence to come am 
tell us where such a miser hid a strong box, or whei 
such an old woman buried a pot full of money; th 
value of all which is perhaps but a tride, when at thi 
same time he lets so many veins of gold, so many nn' 
exhausted mines, nay, mountains of silver, as, wi 
may depend upon it, are hid in the bowels of the 
earth, and which it would be so much to the good of 
whole nations to discover, lie stili there, and never say 
one word of ihem to anybody. Besides, how does the 
Devil's doing things so foreign to himself, and so out 
of his way, agree with the rest of his character 
namely, showing a kind of a friendly disposiiion 
mankind, or doing beneficent things 1 This is 



ter;|^^| 

1 



SSO TBB MO&EB?( HISTDET < 



] 



beneath Satan's qua)ity, and looks so little, that 
scarce know what to say to it : but that which is at 
more pungent in the case is, these thing; are so oui i 
his road, and so foreign to his calling, iliat it shocks' 
our faith in Iliem, and seems to clash with all the jiisl 
notions we have of him, and of his business in tho 
world. The like is lo be said of those little merry 
turns we bring him in acting with us, and upon ui 
upon trifling and simple occasions, snch as tumblin 
chairs and stools about the house, setting pots and vet 
scis botioni upward, tossing the glass and crockery 
ware about, without breaking; and such like meatt 
foohsh things, beneath the dignity of the Devil, who, 
in my opinion, is rather employed in setting the world 
with the bottom upward, tumbling kings and crowns 
about, and dashing the nations one against another; 
raising tempests and storms, whether at sea or on 
shore ; and, in a word, doing capital mischiefs suitable 
to his nature, and agreeable to his name, Devil ; and 
suited lo that circumslance of his condition, which I 
have fully represented in the primitive part of his 
exiled state. 

But to bring in the Devil playing at push-pin witi 
the world, or like Doinitian catching flies; that is u 
say, doing nothing to the purpose; this is not onl; 
deluding ourselves, but putting a slur upon the Dev' 
himself; and I say, I shall not dishonor Satan : 
much as to suppose anything in it. However, as 
f must have a care too how I take away the propi 

i materials of winter evening frippery, and leave the 

good wives nothing of the Devil lo fright the children 
with, I shall carry the weighty point no farther. No 
doubt the Devil and Dr. Fauslus were very intimate: 
1 should rob you of a very significant proverb,* if I 
should so much as doubt it; no doubt the Devil 
showed himself in the glass to that fair lady who 
looked in it to see where to place her patches; but 
then it should follow too, that the Devil is an enemy 

hto the ladies wearing patches ; and that has some ii 

difficulties in it which we cannot so easily reconcile r^^H^ 
tat we must tell the story, and leave out the consoJ^^^^ 
Eences. ^^H 

H * As great as the Devil and Dr. Faustus. Vulg. Br. Foster. ^^^^| 
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But to come to more remarlcable things, and i 

' Icli the Devil has ihought fit to act in a figui 
:e suitable to his dignity, and on occasions coo^ 

itent with himself; take ttie story of the appearaiicri 
of Julius Cfesar, or the Devil assuming that murders^ 
emiieror, to the great Marcus Brulus, who, notwith 
standing all ihe good things said to justify it, was n 
less than a king-killer and an assassinator, which vi 
in oui language call by avery good name, and peculia 
to the English tongue, a ruffian. 

The spectre had certainly Ihe appearance of Ctesai_ 
with his wounds bleeding afresh, as if he had just roj 
ceived the fatal blow; he had reproached him with Uifl 
ingratitude, with "What, thou, Brutus! Thou, ni]| 
adopted soul" Now, history seems to agree tinivM 
sally, not only in the story itself, but in the circum 
stances of it; we have only to observe, that the Devi 
had certainly power to assume, not an human shapi 
only, but the shape of Julius Cassar in particular. 

Had Brutus been a timorous, conscience-hairiedj 
weak-headed wretch, had he been under the horror o_. 
the guilt, and terrified with the dangers that were beg 
fore him at that time, we might suggest that he v 
over-run with the vapors, that the terrors which weri 
upon his mind disordered him, that his hetid was delu 
rions and prepossessed, and that his fancy only place^ 
Csesar so continually in his eye, that it realized bim b 
his imagination, and he believed he saw him; w" ' 
many other suggested dilliculties to invalidate 
story, and render the reality of it doubtful. 

But the contrary, to an extreme, was the case c 
Brutus; his known character placed hira above thj. 
power of all hypochondriacs, or fanciful delusions^ 
Brutus was of a true Roman spirit, a bold hero, of am 
intrepid courage; one that scorned to fear even th) 
Devil, as the story allows. Besides, he gloried in th< 
action; there could be no terror of mind upon him; h£ 
valued himself upon it, as done in the service of lith' 
erty, and the cause of his country; and was so fac 
from being frighted at the Devil in the worst sbapi 
that he spoke first to him, and asked him, What a 
thou'! And when he was cited to see him again i _ 
l^bilippi, answered, with a gallantry that knew no feq'j 
19* 
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Well, I will see thee there. Whalever the Devil'i 
business was with Brutus, this is certain, according to 
all the historians who give us the account of it, that 
Brutus discovered no fear; he did tioI, like Saul, at 
Endor, fall to the ground in a swoon, 1 Sam. xxviii, 
SO. " Then 8uul fell all along upon Uie earth, and there 
was no strength in him, and was sore afraid." In a 
word, I see no room to charge Brutus with being over- 
run with the hypo, or with vapors, or with fright and 
terror of miud ; but he saw the Devil, that is certain^ 
and with eyes open, his courage not at all daunted, 
his tnhid resolnle, and with the utmost composure 
spoke to him, replied to his answer, and defied hia 
summons to death, which indeed he feared not, aa 
appeared afterward. 

I come next to an instance as eminent in history as 
the other ; this was in Charles VI, of France, surnamed 
the Beloved ; who riding over the forest near Mans, 
a ghastly frightful fellow (that is to say, the Devil so 
clothed in human vizor,) came up to his horse, and 
taking hold of bis bridle, stopped him, with the addition 
of ihuse words. Slop, king; whither go you? You are 
betrayed! and immedialety disappeared. It is true, 
the king had been distempered in his head before, anti 
GO he might have been deceived ; and we might have 
charged it tp the account of a whimsical brain, or th^ 
power of his imagination ; but this was in the face 
his attendants, several of his great officers, courtiei ^ 
and princes of ihe blood, being with him, who all saw 
the man, heard the words, and immediately, to theif 
astonishment, lost sight of ihc spectre, who vanished 
from them all. 

Two witnesses will convict a murderer, why not a 
Irailor? This must be the old gentleman, emblemati- 
cally socalled, or whomust it bet nay, who elseeould 
it be 1 His ugliness is not the case, though ugly as the 
Devil, is a proverb in his favor ; but vanishing out "' 
siglit is an essential to a spirit, and to an evil spirit 
our times especially. 

These are some of the Devil's extraordinanes, and 
it must be confessed they are not ihe most agreeable to 
mankind ; for sometimes he takes upon him to disorder 
his friends very much on these occasions, aa in ' 
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above case of Charlas VI. of France; the king, thej 
say, was really demented ever afler; that is, as i 
vulgarly, but not always improperly, express it, 
was really frightened out of his wits. Whether tin 
malicious Devil intended it so, or not, is not cer[aii^,fl 
though it was not so foreign to his patlicular '" 
tJon if he did. 

But where he is more intimate, we are told he app 
pears in a manner less disagreeable, and there he uHj 
more properly a familiar spirit, that is, in short, a DeviU 
of their acquaintance. It is Irne, the ancients under^ 
stand the word, a familiar spirit, to be one of the kindal 
of possession; but if it serves our turn as well nndet 
the denomination of an intimate devil, or a devil visi 
tant, it must be acknowledged to be as near in th^ 
literal sensB and acceptation of the word, as the other f| 
nay, it must be allowed it is a very great piece i 
familiarity in the Devil to make visits, and show 
of his disagreeables, not appear formidable, or in th( 
shape of what he is, respectfully withholding \ * 
dismal part, in compassion to the infirmities of I 
friends. 

It is true, Satan may be obliged to make diiTerer 
appearances, as the several circumstances of thing) 
call for it; in some cases he makes his public entryj 
and then he must show himself in his habit of cere 
mony ; in other cases he comes upon private business 
and then he appears in disguise ; in some public 
he may think fit to be incog, and then he appeal 
dressed d-la-masque; so they say he appeared at t' 
famous St. Bartholomew wedding at Paris, where Y 
came in dressed up like a trumpeter, danced in 1 
habit, sounded a Level, and then went out and ruti( 
the alarm bell (which was the signal to begin thl 
massacre,) half an hour before the time appointet^ 
lest the king's mind should alter, and his heart fas 
him. 

If the story be not made upon him (for we shouItEj 
not slander the Devil,) it should seem, he was i 
thoroughly satisfied in King Charles IX.'s steadiness ' 
in bis cause ; for the king, it seems, had relaxed a littla 
once before; and Satan might be afraid he would fall 
[ain, and ao prevent th« wtecutioit. Oth«rs saji 
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the king did relent immedialcly after the ringing tlH^^^f 
alarm bell; but that then it was too late, the worl|^^^| 
\ was begun, and the rage of blood having been let looso^^^H 
I among the people, there was no recalling the order.- ^^^ 
If llie I^eril was thus brought to the necessity of a 
secret management, it must be owned he did it dex- 
I leronsly; but I have not aulhority enough for tha 
I Btory, to charge him with the particulars, so 1 leave it 

au croc. 
I I have much bettor vouchers for the story following, 

which I had so solemnly cooiirmed by one that lived 
in the family, that I never doubted the truth of it. 
There lived, in the parish of St. Bennet Fynk, near 
(he Royal Exchange, an honest poor widow woman, 
who, her husband being lately dead, took lodgers into 
her house; that is, she let out some of hel* rooms, in 
order to lessen her own charge of rent ; among the rest, 
she let her garrets to a working watch- wheel-maker, 
or one some way concerned in making the movements 
of watches, and who worked to those shopkeepers who 
sell watches, as is usual. 

It happened that a man and woman went up, to 
speak with this movement-maker upon some business 
which related to his trade ; and when they were near 
I the lop of the stairs, the garret door where he usually 

worked being wide open, they saw the poor man (the 
watch maker, or wheel maker,) had hanged himself 
I upon a beam which was left open in the room a little 

lower than the plaster, or ceiling. Surprised at the ^^^ 
sight, thewoman stopped, and cried outto the man, wha^^^| 
' was behind her on the stairs, that he should run np^^^^| 

'■ and cut the poor creature down. ^^^| 

r At that very moment comes a man hastily from 

another part of the room which they upon the stairs 
I conid not see, bringing a joint stool in his hand, as if 

; in great haste, and sets it down just by the wretch that 

was hanged, and, getting up as hastily upon it, pulla 
j a knife out of his pocket, and, taking hold of the rope 

I with one of his hands, beckoned to the woman and 

I the man behind her with his head, as if to stop, and i 

not come up, showing them the knife in his other^ 
hand, as if he was just going to cut the poor manj 
down. -^ 
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Upon this, the woman stopped a while, but ihe □ 
ivho stood on the joint-stool continued with his haud 
and l{iiife as if fumbling at the knot, but did not yet 
cut the man down ; at which the woman cried out 
ag&iu, and the man behind her called to her, " Go up," 
says he, " and help the man upon the stool ! " suppos- 
ing something hindered. But the man upon the stool 
made signs to them again to be quiet, and not comeij 
on, as if saying, I shall do it immediately; then 1 
made two strokes with his knife, as if cutting the ropi 
and then stopped again; and still the poor man \ 
hanging, and, consequently, dying. Upon this, 
woman on the stairs cried out to him, "What ails you¥^ 
Why don't you cut the poor man downl" And th^ 
man behind her, having no more patience, thrusts hoi 
by, and said to her, " Lei me come, I '11 warrant yw' 
I'll doit;" and with that runs up and forward i 
the room to the man ; but when he came there, beholdj 
the poor man was there hanging; but no man with a 
knife, or joint-stool, or any such thing to be s 
that was spectre and delusion, in order, no doubt, I 
let the poor creature that had hanged himself periat 
and expire. 

The man was so frighted and surprised, that witt 
all the courage he had before, he dropped on Ihe floeq 
as one dead ; and the woman at last was fain to cm|| 
the poor man down with a pair of scissors, and haT 
much to do to effect it. ., 

As I have no room to doubt the truth of this stor^ 
which I had from persons on whose honesty I cc 
depend, so I think it needs very little trouble to c 
vince us who the man upon the stool must be, and thai 
it was Ihe Devil who placed himself there, in order t 
finish the murder of the man, whom he had, devil-likeq 
tempted before, and prevailed with to be his ow 
cutioner. Besides, it corresponds so well with ihd^] 
Devil's nature, and with his business; namely, th&l 
of a murderer; that I never questioned it; nor can j 
think we wrong the Devil at all to charge him with ibl 

N. B, I cannot be positive in the remaining part o" 
this story; namely, whether the man was cut dowi<^ 
soon enough to be recovered, or whether the Devi 
carried his point, and kept off the man and womaa ll 
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it was too late; bnl be it which it will, it is plain 
did his devilish endeavor, and stayed till lie was forci 
to abscond again. 

We have many solid tales well attested, as well 
history as in the reports of honest people, who colli 
not be deceived, intimating the Devil's personal a] 
pearancB, some in one place, some in another; as all 
sometimes in one habit or dress, and sometimes in ai 
other; and it is to be observed, that in none of tho! 
which are niosl like to be real, and in which there 
least of fancy and vapor, yon have any mention of- 
the cloven foot ; which rather seems to be a mere in- 
vention of men, (and perhaps chiefly of ihose who had 
a cloven understanding, 1 mean a shallow kind of 
craft, the elTect of an empty and simple head,) think- 
ing by such a well-meant, though weak fraud, to rep- 
resent the Devil to the old women and children of the 
age, with some addition snilable to the weakness of 
their intellects, and suited to making them afraid oC 
him. 

1 have another account of a person who travelb 
upwards of four years with the Devil in his compan'^ 
and conversed most intimately with him all the while; 
nay, if I may believe the story, he knew most part of 
the time that he was the Devil, and yet conversed wit! 
him, and that very profitably ; for he performed 
very useful services for him, and constantly preserv* 
him from the danger of wolves and wild beasts, whii 
the coimtry he travelled through was intolerably futt* 
of. Where, by the way, you are to understand, that 
the wolves and hears in those countries knew the De- 
vil, whatever disguise he went in; or that the Devil 
has some way to fright bears, and such creatui 
more than we know of, Nor conid this devil ever 
prevailed upon to hurt him, or any of his compan; 
This account has an innumerable series of divertiti^' 
incidents attending it ; but they are equal to all the rest 
in bulk, and therefore too long for this book. 

I find too upon some more ordinary occasions the 
Devil has appeared to several people at their call. 
This indeed shows abundance of good humor in him, 
considering him as a devil, and that he was mighty 
cpmpIaissnL Nay, some, they tell us, have a 
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M raise the devil whenever they think fit ; thia I cai 
not bring the Devi! to a level with, unless I shouljj 
allow him to be servvs servoiimt, as anolher devil i_ 
disguise calls himself; subjected to every old wlzardll 
call ; or that he is under a necessity of appearing o 
such or such particular occasions, whoever it is ^h^ 
cal Is him ; which would bring the Devil's circumstana" 
to a pilch of slavery which 1 see d» reason to beiie 
of ihem. 

Here also I must take notice again, that though I aa^ 
the Devil, when I speak of all these apparitions, v ' 
therof a greater or lesser kind, yet I am not obliged H 
suppose Satan himself in person is concerned to shot 
himself; but that some of his agents, depiiti 
servants, are sent to that purpose, and directed what 
disguise of flesh and blood to put on, as may be suita- 
ble to the occasion. 

This seems to be the only way to reconcile all those 
simple and ridiculons appearances which not Satai 
but his emissaries (which we old women call impi 
sometimes make, and the mean and sorry employmei 
they are put to. Thus fame tells us of a certain witfl 
of quality, who called the Devil once to carry her ovi 
a brook where the water was swelled with an l~ 
rain, and lashed him soundly with her whip for lettid 
her ladyship fall into the water before she was quifl 
over. Thus also, as fame tells us, she set the Dei 
to work, and made him build Crowland Abbey, whal 
there was no foundation to be found, only for distuil 
ing the workmen a little who were first set about i 
So it seems another laborious devil was obliged to d' 
the great ditch cross the coimtry from the Fen coutti 
try to the edge of Suffolk and Essex; which howert 
he has preserved the reputation of, and where it c 
es New Market Heath, it is called Devil's Ditch to thlj 
day. 

Another piece of punishment no doubt it was, whel 
the Devil was obliged to bring the stones out of Walei 
into Wiltshire, to build Stone-henge. How this wai 
ordered in those days, when it seems they kept Satan ta 
hard labor, I know not; I believe it must be registered 
among the ancient nieces of art which are lost in the 
world, such as molting of stone, painting of glass, &c. 
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■Certainly they had the Devil under correclion in thoi 
days; that is to say, those lesser sorts of devils; bt 
I cannot think that the muclfle thief Uevil, as the) 
call him in the north, the grand signer Devil of all, wai 
ever reduced to discipline. What devil it was th ai 
Dunstan took by the nose with his red-hot tongs, ifl 
have not yet examined antiquity enough to be certain: 
of, any more than I can what devil it was that i 
Francis played so many warm tricks with, and mai 
him run away from him so often. However, this ] 
take upon me to say, in the Devil's behalf, that ft' 
could not be our Salan, the arch-devil of all devils, of 
whom I have been talking so long. 

Nor is it unworthy the occasion to take notice, that 
we really wrong the Devil, and speak of him very 
much to his disadvantage, when we say of such a 
great lord, or of such a lady of quality, "I think the 
Devil is in your grace." No, no, Saian has other 
business ; he very rarely possesses fools : besides, 
some are so far from having the Devil in them, that 
they are really transmigrated into the very essence of 
the Devil themselves; and others again not transmit ■ 
grated, or assimilated, bnt in deed, and in truth, shov 
us that they are or have mere native devils in every 
part and parcel of them ; and that the rest is onlf I 
masque and disguise. Thus, if rage, envy, pride audi 
revenge, can constitate the parts of a devil, why shouktfl 
not a lady of such quality, in whom all those extr»-l 
ordmaries abound, have a right to the title of being »« 
devil, really and substantially, and to all intents andS 
purposes, in the most perfect and absolute sens^l 
according to the most exquisite descriptions of devinfl 
already given by me, or anybody else 1 And eveaa 
just as Joan of Arc, or Joan, (^ueen of Naples, were^l 
who were both sent home to their native country, ul 
soon as it was discovered that they were real devilfl}fl 
and that Satan acknowledged them in that quality. 

It is true, in former times, Satan dealt much in oldi 
women, and those, as I have observed already, verJT^ 
ugly, Ugly as a witch, Black as a witch, I look like a 
witch, all proverbial speeches, and which testified 
what tools it was Satan generally worked with ; and 
old BpectTBH, they tell us, used to lida t' 
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the air in the night, and upon broomsticks too, 
mighty homely doings ! Some say they used lo go li 
visit their grand signor the Devil, in those i 
perambulations : but be that as it will, it is certaq| 
the Devil has changed hands, and that now he wallfl 
about the world clothed in beauty, covered wilh tbi 
charms of the lovely, and he fails not to disguia' 
himself eflectually by it; for who would think a beau 
tiful lady could be a masque to the Devil I and that! 
fine face, a divine shape, an heavenly aspect, shouli 

I bring the Devil in her company, nay, should be her 
pelf an apparition, a mere devil 1 
iDe 
iDe 
iDe 



CHAPTER Vni. 

tof the cloven foot walking about the world withovt it 
> Devil; namely, of witches making bargains for tt 

\ Devil; and particularly of selling the soul to i 

L Devil. 



I HAVE dwelt long upon the Devil in masque, as I 
goes about the world incog., and especially withoiri 
Ills cloven foot ; and have touched upon some of hiji 
disguises in the management of his interest in 1' ' 
■world. I must say some of his disguises only ; 
who can give a full account of all his tricks and i 
in so narrow a compass as I am prescribed to 1 

But, as I said, that every devil has not a clov< 
foot, so I must add now for the present purpose, i 
every cloven foot is not the Devil. 

IS'ot but that wherever I should meet the c1ot<_ 
hoof, I should expect that the Devil was not far odj 
and should be apt to raise the posse against him, f 
apprehend him; yet it may happen otherwise, that i 
certain ; every coin has its counterfeit, every art i^ 
pretender, every whore her admirer, every error itN 
patron, and every day has its devil. 

I have had some thought of making a full and com- 
plete discovery here of that great doubt which has so 
long puzzled the world ; namely, whether there is any 
auch thing as secret making bargains with the Devil : 
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and the first positive assurance I can give you in tlib J 
case, is, that if there ia not, it is not his fault ; it is not 1 
for want of his endeavor, it is plain, if you will pardon ' 
me for talcing 8o mean a step, as that of quoting scrip- ' 
tnre; I say, it is evident he would fain have made a 
contract with our Saviour, and he bid boldly, (give 
him his due;) namely, all the kingdoms of the world 
for one bend of his knep. Impudent seraph! To 
think thy Lord should pay thee homage! Ho» 
many would agree with hira here for a less price! 
They aay Olivet Cromwell struck a bargain with hitn, 
and that he gave Oliver the protectorship, but would 
not let him call himself king; which stuck so close to 
that Furioso, that the mortification spread into his 
soul; and, it is said, he died of a gangrene in the 
spleen. But take notice, and do Oliver justice; I do 
not vouch the story, neither does the Bishop say one 
word of it. 

Fatne used to say, that the old famous Duke of 
Luxemburg made a magic compact of this kind ; nay, 
I have heard many an (old woman) officer of the 
troops, who never cared to see his face, declare that he 
carried the Devil at his back. I remember a certain 
author of a newspaper, in London, was once taken up^ 
and they say it cost him £50, for printing, in his new^ 
that Luxemburg was hump-backed. Now, if 1 hava 
resolved the difficulty, namely, that he was not 
humped, only carried the Devil at his back ; I think 
the poor man should have his £50 again, or I should 
have it for the discovery, 

I confess, I do not well understand this compacting 
with such a fellow as can neither write nor read; nor 
do I know who is the scrivener between them, or how 
the indenture can be executed; but that which is 
worse than all the rest is, that, in the first place, tbs 
Devil never keeps articles; he will contract, perhap*^, 
- and they say he is mighty forward to make con- 
ditions; but who shall bind him to the performance^ 
and where is the penalty if he fails 1 If we agrett' 
with him, he will be apt enough to claim his bargain, 
and demand payment; nay, perhaps before it is duej 
but who shall make him stand to his ? 

Besides, he is a knave in his dealing; for he 



not ^H 

doD ^^M 
Tip ^^ 

L 

B 

1 I 



I 



I to be 



THE MODEEV HIBTORY OF THE DEVtL. 

promises what he cannot perform; witness his i: 
dent proposal to our Lord, mentioned above, *' All Ihi 
kingdoms will 1 ^ive ihee!" Lying spirit' 
they were none of ihine to give, no, not one of Ihei 
for the earlh is the Lord's and the kingdoms ihereol 
nor were they in his power any more I 
right. So (I have heard that) some poor dismal ci 
tures have sold themselves to the Devil for a sum 
money, for so much cash ; and yet, even in that ci 
when the day of payment came, I never heard that 
brought the money, or paid the purchase; so that 
is a scoundrel in his treaties; for you shall trust fa 
your bargain, but not be able to gel your money ; 
yet, for your part, he comes for you to an hour 
which by itself. 

Ill a word, let me caulion you all, when you trade 
with the Devil, either get the price, or quit the bar- 
gain ; the Devil is a cunning shaver, he will wriggl 
himself out of the performance, on his side, if possibh 
and yet expect you should be punctual on your sid 
They tell you of a poor fellow in Herefordshire, thi 
offered to sell Iiis soul lo him for a cow; and though 
the Devil promised, and, as they say, signed the writ- 
ings, yet the poor countryman could never get the COW 
of him, but still, as he brought a cow to him, some- 
body or other came, and challenged it, proving that ' 
was lost, or stolen from them; so thai the man 
nothing but the name of a cow-stealer, and was, 
last, carried to Hereford gaol, and condemned lo 
hanged, for stealing two cows, one after the other, 
The wicked fellow was then in the greatest distress 
imaginable; he summoned his devil to help him out, 
hut hejailed him, as the Devil always will ; he reall]!' 
had not stolen the cows, but they were found in 1 '~ 
possession, and he could give no account how he cai 
by them; at last he was driven to confess the trull 
told the horrid bargain he had made, and how 
Devil often promised him a cow, but never gave hii 
one, except that several times, in the morning earl;, 
he found a cow put into his yard, but it always provet 
to belong to some of his neighbors. Whether the man 
hanged, or no, the story does uot relate; but thia 
part ia to my purpose ; that they that make bargainr 
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with the Devil, ought to make him give security fo* 
the performance ot covenants; and whom the Devil 
would gel to be bound for him, I cannot tell; they 
must look to that who make the bargain. Besides, if 
he had not had a mind to cheat or baffle the poor man, 
what need he have taken a cow so near homel If ho 
had STich and snch powers as we talk of, and as fancy 
and fable furnish for him, could not he, have carried a 
cow in the air, iipoa a broomstick, as well as an old 
woman 1 Could he not have stolen a cow for him in 
Lincolnshire, and set it down in Herefordshire, and so 
have performed his bargain, saved his credit, and kept 
the poor man out of trouble 7 So that if the story ia 
true,aslreally believe it is, either it is not the Devil that 
makes those bargains, or the Devil has not such power 
as we bestow on him, except on special occasions, he 
gets a permit, and is bid go, as in the case of Job, the 
Gadarene hogs, and the like. 

We have another example of a man's selling himself 
to the Devil, that is very remarkable, and that is in 
the Bible too; and even in that, 1 do not find what the 
Devil did for him, in payment of the purchase price. 
The person selling was Ahab, of whom the text saya 
expressly, "There was none like him, who did sell 
himself to work wickedness, in the sight of the Lord," 
1 Kings xxi. 20 and 25. I think it might have been 
rendered, if not translated, in spite of the Lord or in. 
defiance of God ; for cerlahily that is the meaning ot 
it. And now, allowing me to preach a little npott 
this text, my sermon shall be very short. Ahab sold 
himself; whom did he sell himself to'J I answer that 
question by a question; Who would buy him? Who, 
as we say, would give anything for him? And the 
answer to that is plain aiso; you may judge of the 
purchaser by the work he was to do; he that buys a 
slave in the market, buys him to work for him, and to 
do such business as he has for him to do. Ahab was 
bought to work wickedness, and who would buy bia^J 
for that but the Devil 1 ' 

I think there is no room to doubt but Ahab sold' 
himself to the Devil; the text is plain, that he 
himself, and the work he was sold to do points out 
the master that bought him; what price be agreed 
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With the Devil for, that indeed the text is silent inj 

we may let it alone, nor is it much to our piirpoao 
unless it be to inquire whether the Devil stood to h' 
bargain, or not, and whether he paid the money accord, 
ing to agreement, or cheated him, as he did'the farm^ 
at Hereiord. 

This buying and selling between the Devil and u 
is, I canst confess, an odd kind of stock-jobbing ; am 
indeed the Devil may be said to sell the bear-skin 
whatever he buys ; but the strangest part is when h j 
comes to demand the transfer ; for, as 1 hinted beforg 
whether he performs, or no, he expects his bargain l 
a tittle. There is indeed some difficulty in resolving 
how, and in what manner, payment is made. Tta 
stories we meet with in our chimney-corner histories^ 
and which are so many ways made use of to make lh( 
Devil frightful to lis, and our heirs forever, are geni 
erally so foolish and ridiculous, as, if true, or not tru^ 
they have nothing material in them, are of no signift 
cation ; or else so impossible in their nature that thq 
make no impression upon anybody above twelve yei 
old, and under seventy; or else are so tragical thlj 
antiquity has fabled them down to our taste, that i 
might be able to hear them, and repeat them, with lei 
horror than is due to them. 

This variety has taken off our reUsh of the thing in' 
general, and made the trade of soul-selling, like our 
late more eminent bubbles, be taken to be a cheat, and 
to have a little in it. 

However, to speak a little more gravely to it, I c 
not say but that, since by the two eminent instances a 
it above, in Ahab, and in Christ himself, the fact | 
evidently ascertained; and that the Devil has ai 
tempted to make such a bargain on one, and actual^ 
did make it with the other ; the possibility of it ii 
to be disputed ; but then I must explain the manner a 
it a Uttle, and bring it down nearer to our nnderslanu 
ing, that it may be more intelligible than it is ; for a 
for this selling of the soul, and making a ba _ ' 
give the Devil possession by livery and seisin, 
the day appointed, that I cannot come into, by aoj^ 
means ; no nor uito the other part, namely, of tfai 
Devil coming to claim his bargam, and to demand 1^ 
20* 
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soul, according to agreement, and, npon default of aft 

delivery, taking it away by violence, case and all, i 
wliich we have many historical relations, prelly cui 
rent among us; some of which, for aught I know, w 
might have hoped had been true, if we had not been 
sure they were false; and others we had reason to 
fear were false, because it was impossible they should 
be I rue. 

The bargains of this kind, according to the best ac- 
counts we have of them, used to consist of two main 
articles, according to the ordinary siipulations in all 
covenants; namely, 

1. Something to be performed on the Devil's par^ 
buying. 

2. Something to be performed on the man's part, 
selling. 

1. The Devil's part. This was generally some poor 
trifle; for the Devil generally bought good penny- 
worths, and oftentimes, like a complete sharper, agreed 
to give what he was not able to procure ; that is to say, 
would bargain for a price he could not pay, as in the 
case of ihe Hereford man and the cow ; for example, 
1. Long life, This, though the deluded chapman has 
often had folly enough to contract for, the Devil never 
had power to make good ; and we have a famotis 
story, how true i know not, of a wretch that sold him- 
self to the Devil, on condition he, Satan, should assure 
him, I. That he should never want victuals; 2. That 
he should never be cold; 3. That he should always 
come to him when he called him; and i. That ha 
should let him live one-and -twenty years, and then 
Satan was at liberty to have him; that is, 1 suppose, 
to take him wherever he could find him. 

It seems, the fellow's desire to be assured of twenty- 
one years' life, was chiefly, that, during that time, h» 
might he as wicked as he would, and should yet be 
sure not to be hanged; nay, to be free from all pun- 
ishment. Upon this foot, it is said, he commenced 
rogue, and committed a great many robberies, and 
other villanous things. Now, it seems the Devil was 
pretty true to his bargain,, in several of those things; 
particularly, that two or three times, when the fellow 
was taksQ up for petty crimes, and called for his old 
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friend, he came and frighted the constables i 
they let (lie olTender get away from them. But i 
length, having done some capital crime, a set of c 
stables, or such-like officers, seized upon him, \ 
were not to be frigliled with the Devil, in what shapJ 
soever he appeared ; so that they carried him off, aiu 
he was committed to Newgate, or some other prison a 
effectual. 

NoDcould Satan, with ail his skill, unloclr his fettert 
much less the prison doors; but he was tried, coiu 
vicled, and eiiecuied. The fellow, in liis extremitjj 
they say, expostulated with the Devil for his bargaiil 
the term of twenty-one years, it seems, not being eSf 
pired. But the Devil, it is said, shuffled with him' 
told him a good while he would gel him out, bid I 
have patience, and stay a little; and thus led him a 
till he came, as it were, within sight of the gafl 
Iowa, that is to say, within a day or two of liis t 
ecution; when the Devil cavilled upon his bargainj 
told him, he agreed to let him live twenty-one yeara" 
and he had not hindered him, but that he did i 
covenant to cause him to live that lime; that ther| 
was a great deal of difference between doing and sui 
fering ; that he was to suffer him to live, and that I 
did; but he could not make him live, when he "hw 
brought himself to the gallows. 

Whether this story were true or not, for yon mnJ 
not expect we historians should answer for the di^ 
course between the Devil and his chaps, because v 
were not privy to the bargain; 1 say, whether it waj 
true or not, the inference is to our purpose severs' 
ways. 

1. It confirms what I have said of the knavery o 
the Devil, in his dealings ; and that, when he has stocid 
jobbed with us, on the best conditions he can get, ] 
very seldom performs his bargain. 

2. It confirms what I have likewise said, that thi^ 
Devil's power is limited; with this addition, that hel 
not only cannot destroy the life of man, but that ho'l 
cannot preserve it; in short, he can neither prevent,^! 
nor bring on, our destrnetion, 

I may be allowed, 1 hope, for the sake of the presei 

discourse, to suppose, that the Devil would have h 

. ao just to this wicked, though foolish creature, as j 
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have saved him from the gallows if he could; but 
seems, he at last acknowledged that it was not m hi 
power; najr, he could not keep hitu from being lakei 
and carried to prison, after he was gotten iulo th9(l 
hands of a bold fellow or two, that were not to be 
scared with bis bluster, as some foolish creatures hai 
been before. 

And how simple, how weak, how unlike anything 
of an angelic nature, was it, to attempt to save the 
poor wretch, only by little noises, and sham appear- 
ances, putting out the candles, rushing aind jostling in 
the dark, and the like ! If the Devil was that mighty 
seraph, which we have heard of, if he is a god of this 
world, a prince of the air, a spirit able to destroy 
cities, and make havoc in the world; if he can raiss 
tempests and storms, tlirow fire about the world, and 
do wonderful things, as an unchained devd no doubt 
could do; what need all this frippery 7 and what 
need he try so many ridiculous ways, by the empti- 
ness, nay, the silly nonsensical manner, of which, he 
shows that he is able to do no better, and that his 
power is extinguished'! In a word, he would certainly. 
act otherwise, if he could. Sed caret pedibus, he wanUt . 
power. '3 

How weak a thing is it then, for any man to expectr 
performance from the Devill If he has not power to 
do mischief, which is his element, his very nature, 
and, on many accounts, is the very sum of his desires; 
how should he have power to do good 1 how power to 
deliver from danger, or from death 1 which deliver-, 
ance would be in itself a good, and we know it is n< ' 
in his nature to do good to, or for, any man. 

In a word, the Devil is strangely impudent, to think - 
that any man should depend npon him, for the per- 
formance of an agreement of any kind whatever, when 
he knows himself, that he is not able, if he was honest 
enough, to be as good as his word. 

Come we, next, to his expecting our performance to 
him; though he is not so just to us, yet, it seems, he 
never fails to come' and demand payment of us, at th6 
very day appointed. He was but a weak trader it 
things of this nature, who, having sold his soul to tb< 
Devil, so our old women's tales call the thing, 
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:en tlie Devil came to demand his bargain, put it 
a thing of no force; for that it was done so loi 

__ I, he thotight he (the DeviH had forgot it. It wi 

better answer, which, they tell us, a Lutheran divina"' 
gave the Devil, in the name of a poor wretch, who had 
sold himself to the Devil, and who was in a terrible 
fright about his coming for his bargain; as he might 
well be indeed, if the Devil has such a power, a 
really to come and take it by force. The story (if y«| 
can hear a serious one) is this. 

The man was in great horror of mind, and the famih 
feared he would destroy himself; at length they self 
for a Lutheran minister, to talk with him, and wh( 
after some labor with him, got out the truth ; namel; 
that he had sold himself to the Devil; and that 
time was almost expired, when he expected the Dei 
would come and fetch him away ; and he was sure i 
would not fail coming to the time, to a minnle. Tl 
minister first endeavored to convince him of the hori 
crime, and to bring him to a true penitence for thi 
part; and having, as he thought, made him a since) 
penitent, he then began to encourage him; and par[i< 
niarly desired of him, that when the time was cor 
that the Devil would fetch him away, he, the minisi 
should be in the house with him. Accordingly, 
make the story short, the time came ; the Devil camft] 
and the minister was present, when the Devil camei 
what shape he was in, the story does not say; tl 
man said he saw him, and cried out; the minis 
could not see him; but the man affirming he was 
the room, the minister said aloud, " In the name 
the living God, Satan, what comesi thou here for 
The Devil answered, "I come for my own;" thi 
minister answered, "He is not thy own; for Jesi 
Christ has redeemed him, and in his name I charj 
thee to avoid and touch him not;" at which, says ll 
story, the Devil gave a furious stamp, (with his clovi 
foot I suppose,) and went away, and was never kuowi 
to molest him afterward. 

I have heard of another person, that had actually 
signed a contract with the Devil; and, npon a fast 
kept by some protestant or Christian divines, whilo 
they were praying for the poor man, the Devil was 
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lliged to come, and throw the contract in at 

Indow. 

But I vouch none of these stories ; there may 
luch ia thein, and much use made of them, eyea 
■whether exactly such in fact, as they are related, or 
no; the best use I can make of them is this, if any 
wicked, desperate wrelches have made bargain and 
sale with Satan, their only way is to repent, if they- 
know how, and that before he comes to claim their^ 
then batter him with his own guns ; play religii 
against devilism, and, perhaps, they may drive ll 
Devil out of their reach; at least, he will not come 
them, which is as well. 

On the other hand, how many stones have 
handed about, of the Devil's really coming with 
terrible appearance, at the time appointed, and powi 
fully, or by violence, carrying away those, that ha' 
given themselves thus up to him ! nay, and sometimes 
piece of the house along with ihera, as iu the famoi 
instance of Sudbury, anno 1662. It seems he comi 
with rage and fury, upon such occasions, prelendio] 
he only comes to take his own, or as if he had lea' 
given him to come and take his goods, as we sa^ 
where he could iind them, and would strike a tern 
into all that should oppose him. 

The greatest part of the terror we are usually ii 
upon this occasion, is from a supposition, that wh< 
this hell-fire contract is once made, God allows tl 
Devil to come and take the wicked creature, how, ai 
in what manner, he thinks fit, as being given up to 
him by his own act and deed; but, in my opinion, 
there is no divinity at all in that; for, as in our law, 
we punish a Jelo de se, or self-murderer, because, as 
the law suggests, he had no right to dismiss his own 
life ; that he being a subject of the commonwealth, the 
government claims the ward or custody of him j and 
so it was not murder only, but robbery, and is a felony 
against the slate, robbing the king of his liege-man, as 
it is justly called ; so neither has any man a right to 
dispose of his soul, which belongs to his Maker in pro- 
perty, and in right of creation. Tho man then havii 
no right to sell, Satun has no right to buy ; or, at bet 
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he has made x purchase without a title, and coqm 
quently has no just claim to the possession. 

It is therefore a mistake to say, .wlien any of n 

Jlave been so mad, to make such a pretended contrad 

ith the Devil, that God gives him leave to take it a 

due; it is no such ttung; the Devil has boug] 

'hat you had no right to sell; and therefore, i 

ilawful oath is to be repented of, and then broken^ 

your business is, to lepent of the crime, and lb«l 

_. ill the Devil you have better considered of it, ai ' 

that you won't stand lo your bargain, for you had i 

foxver to sell ; and, if he pretends to violence after Ihol 
am mistaken ; I believe the Devil knows better. 

It is true, our old mothers and nurses have told ij 
other things ; but they only told ns what their mothert' * 
and nurses told them ; and so the tale has been handed 
down, from one generation of old women to another; 
bill we have no vouchers for the fact, oiher than oral 
tradition, the credit of which, 1 confess, goes but KS 
very little way with me ; nor do I believe it one jot tT 
more, for all the frightful addenda which they genel 
ally join to the tale ; for it never wants a great varied 
of that kind. 

Thus, they tell us, the Devil carried away J 
Faustus, and took a piece of the wall of his garde 
along with them. Thus, at Salisbury, the Devil, T 
it is said, and publicly printed, carried away two fl 
lows that had given themselves up to him, and cafl 
ried away the roof of the house with them, and I' 
like; all which, I believe my share of. Besidui 
if these stories were really true, they are all again 
the Devil's true interest ; Satan must be a foo 
which is indeed what I never took him to be, in tU 
main ; this would be the way not to increase the nun , 
her of desperadoes, who should thus put ihemselved 
into his hand, but to make himself a terror to themfl 
and this is one of the most powerful objections I haw 
against the thing; for the Devil, I say, is no fool; 
must be acknowledged; he knows his own game, anfl 
generally plays it sure. 

I might, before I quit this point, seriously refle* 
here, upon our beau monde ; namely, the gay part q 
inaokind ; especially those of the times we live i 
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■who walk about in a composure and tranquillity inex- 
pressiblcj and yei, as we ail know, must certainly hare 
all sold themselves to the Devil, for the power of act- 
ing the foohshest things with the greater applause. It 
is true, to be a fool is the most pleasant life in the 
world, if the fool has but the particular felicity, which 
f«w fools want, namely, to think themselves wise. 
The learned say, it is the dignity and perfection of 
fools, that they never fail trusting themselves ; they 
believe themselves sufficient and able for everything; 
and hence, their want or waste of brains is no griev- 
ance to them, but they hug themselves in the satiety 
of their own wit. But to bring other people to hare 
the same notion of them, which they have of them- 
selves, and to have their apish and ridiculous conduct 
make the same impression on the minds of others, as 
it does on their own ; this requires a general infatu- 
ation, and must either be a judgment from heaven, or 
a mist of hell ; nothing but the Devil can make all 
the men of brains applaud a fool ; and can any man 
believe, that the Devil will do this for nothing 1 No, 
no, he will be well paid for it ; and I know no other 
way they have to compound with him, but this of bar- 
gain and sale. 

It is the same thing with rakes' and bullies, as it is 
with fools and beaux ; and this brings me to the sub- 
ject of buying and selling itself, and to examine what 
is understood by it in the world ; what people mean by 
such and such a man selling himself to the Devil. I 
know the common acceptation of it is, that they mak»^ 
some capitulation for some indulgence in wickednes^ 
on conditions of safety and impunity, which the Devil. 
promises them ; though, as I said above, he is a bite 
in that too, for he cannot perform the conditions ; how- 
ever, I say, he promises boldly, and they believe him{ 
and for this privilege in wickedness, they consent that, 
he shall come and fetch them for his own, at such 
such a time. 

This is the state of the case, in ihe general accepi 
tion of it. I do not say it is really so ; nay, it is evM| 
an inconsistency in itself; for, one would think, they 
need not capitulate with the Devil to be so and so-j 
superlatively wicked, and give him such a price for if 
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' Reing, unless we have a wrong notion of him, he is 
naturally inclined, as well as avowedly willing, to 
have ail men be as superlatively wicked, as possibly 
they can ; must necessarily be always ready to issue 
out his licenses gratis, as far as his authority will go 
in the case; and therefore I do not eee why the 
wretches that deal with him should article with him 
for a price ; but suppose, for argument-sake, that it is 
so, then the next thing is, some capital crime follows 
the contract; and then the wretch is forsaken, for then 
the Devil cannot protect him, as he promised ; so he is 
trussed up, and, Uke Coleman at the gallows, he ex- 
claims, that there is no truth in devils. 

It may be true, however, that, under the powerful 
guard and protection of the Devil, men do sometimes 
go a great way in crime, and that perhaps farther in 
these our days of boasted morals, than was known 
among our fathers; the only difference that I meet 
with, between the sons of Belial in former days, and 
those of our ages, seems to be in the Devil's manag 
ment, not in theirs ; the sum of which amounts to thi _ 
that Satan seems to act with more cunning, and thep" 
with less ; for in the former ages of Satan's dominion, 
he had much business upou his hands ; all his art and 
engines, and engineers also, were kept fully employed 
to wheedle, allure, betray and circumvent people, and 
draw them into crimes, and they found him, as we 
may say, a full employment ; I doubt not, he was 
called the tempter on that very account ; but the case 
seems quite altered now, the tables are turned ; then 
the Devil tempted men to sin ; but now, in short, they 
tempt the Devil ; men push into crimes before he 
pushes them ; they outshoot him in his own bow, out- 
run him on his own ground, and, as we say of son " 
hot-spurs who ride post, they whip (he post-boy ; in 
word, the Devil seems to have no business now, but 
sit siili and look on. 

This, I must confess, seems to intimate some secret 
compact between the Devil and them ; but then it 
looks not as if they had contracted with the Devil for 
leave to sin, but that the Devil had contracted with 
them, that they should sin so and so, up to such a 
degree, and that without giving him the trouble of daily 
21 
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aolicitatioD, private management, and artful sciewingti 
up their passions, their affections, and their most I 
retired faculties, as he was before obliged lo do. 

This also appears more agreeable. to the nature of- 1 
the thing; and as it is a most exquisite part of Satan'S'l 
cunning, so it is an undoubted testimony of his sug-.i 
ceas ; if it was not so, he could never bring his king-" 
dora to such a height of absolute power as he has done. I 
This also solves several difficulties in the atTair of t!ie J 
world's present way of sinning, which oiherwise it* I 
would be very hard to understand; as particularly, 
how some eminent men of quality among us, whose 
upper rooms are not extraordinary well furnished in 
other cases, yet are so very witty in their wickedness, 
that they gather admirers by hundreds and thousands; 
who, however heavy, lumpish, slow and backward, 
even by nature, and in force of constitution, in better 
things; yet, in their race devil-wards, they are of a 
sudden grown nimble, light of foot, and outrun all 
their neighbors; fellows that are as empty of sense, as 
beggars are of honesty, and as far from brains, as a 
fool is of modesty; on a sudden you shall find thera 
dip into polemics, study Michael Servetus, Socinus, 
and the most learned of their disciples ; they shall rea- 
son against all religion, as strongly as a philosopher ; 
blaspheme with such a keenness of wit, and satirize 
God and eternity with such a brightness of fancy, as 
if the soul of a Rochester, or an Hobbes were trans- 
migrated info them; in a little length of time more 
they banter Heaven, burlesque the Trinity, and jest 
with every sacred thing; and all so sharp, so ready, 
and so terribly witty, as if they were bom buffoons, 
and were singled out by nature to be champions for , 
the Devil. ! 

Whence can all this come? How is the change;] 
wrought 1 Who but the Devil can inject wit in spita j 
of natural dullness, create brains, fill empty heads, .] 
and supply the vacuities in the understanding? And | 
will Satan do all this for nothing 1 No, no, he is too ■ 
wise for that; I can never doubt a secret compact, if 
there is such a thing in nature ; when I see' an head 
where there was no head, sense in posse where there , . 
\9 no sense in esse, wit without brains, and sight.] 
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"without eyes, it is all devT!-work. Cotild G write 

satires, that could neither read Latin, or spell English, 
like old Sir William Read, who wrote a book of optics, 
which, when it was printed, he did not know which 
was the right side uppermost, and which the wrong? 
Could this eminent tminformed beaii turn atheist, and 
make wise speeches against thai Being, which made 
him a fool, if the Devil had not sold him some wit in 
exchange for that trifle of his, called soul '! Had he 
not bartered his inside with that son of the morning, 
to have his tongue tipped with blasphemy, he that 
knew nothing of a God, hut to swear by him, could 
never have set up for a wit, to burlesque his provi- 
dence, and ridicule his government of the world. 

But the Devil, as he is god of this world, has one 
particular advantagd, and that is, that when he has 
work to do, he very seldom wants instruments; with 
this circumstance also, that the degeneracy of human 
nature supplies him ; as the late King of France said 
of himself^ when they told him what a calamity was 
like to befall his kingdom by the famine. Well, says 
the king, then I shall not want soldiers. And it was 
BO, want of bread supplied his army with recruits; so 
want of grace supplies the Devil with reprobates for 
his work. 

Another reason why I think the Devil has made 
more bargains of that kind we speak of, in this age, is, 
because he seems to have laid by his cloven foot; all 
his old emissaries, the tools of his trade, the engineers 
which he employed in his mines, such as witches, 
warlocks, magicians, conjurers, astrologers, and all the 
hellish train or rabble of human devils, who did his 
drudgery in former days, seem to be out of work ; I 
shall give you a fuller enumeration of them in the next 
chapter. 

These, I say, seem to be laid aside ; not that his work 
is abated, or that his business with mankind, for their 
delusion and destruction, is not the same, or perhaps 
more than ever ; but the Devil seems to have changed 
hands; the temper and genius of mankind is altered, 
and they are not to be taken by fright and horror, as 
they were then. The figure of those creatures was 
always dismal and horrible, and that is it which I 
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mean by the cloven foot; but now wit, beauty and 
gay things, are the sum of his craft; he manages by 
the soft and smooth, the fair and the artful, the kind and 
the cimuing; not by the frightful and terrible, the ugly 
and the odious. 

When the DeTil, for weighty dispatches, 
Wanted roessengera cunning and bold. 

He passed by the beauliful faces, 
And picked out the ugly and old. 

Of Ihese he made varlocks and wilchas, 

To run of tils errands by night, 
Till the over-wrought hng-ridden wreTchea 

Were as fit as llie Devil to Irighl. 

• But whoever has been his adviser, 

As his kingdom incceases in growth, 

He DOW takes his measures much wiser, 

And irafScs with beauty Biid*yoiith. 

Disguised in the wanlon and wtttv. 
He haunts both the cburch and the court ; 

And sometimes he visits ibecity. 
Where all ilie l>est Chnsliaos tesori. 

Thus dressed np in full masquerade, 
He the bolder can range up and down ; 

For he belter can drive on his trade 
In any one's name, than his uwtl. 



CHAPTEK IX. 

Of the tools the Devil works with, namely, Witches, 
Wizards or Warlocks, Conjurers, Mag-tctans, Di- 
viners, Astrologers, Interpreters of Dreams, Tellers 
of Fortunes, and, above all the rest, his particular 
modern Privy Counsellors, called Wits and Fools. ' 

Though, as I have advanced in the foregoing chap- 
ter, the Devil has very much changed hands in his 
modern management of the world, and that instead of 
the rabble, and long train of implements reckoned up 
above, he now walks about in beans, beatities, wits, 
aod foois; yet I must not omit to tell you, thai he haa 
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not dismissed his former regiments, but like officers in 
time of peace, he keeps them all in half-pay; or lilic 
extraordinary men at the custom-house, they are kepi 
at a call, to be ready to fill up vacancies, or to em- 
ploy when he is more than ordinarily fnll of business ; 
and therefore it may not be amiss to give some brief 
account of ihem from Satan's own memoirs, their per- 
formance being no inconsiderable part of his hislory. 

Nor will it be an unprofitable digression, to go back 
a little to the primitive institution of all these orders, 
for they are very ancient ; and I assure you, it requires 
great knowledge of antiquity, to give a particular of 
their original. I shall be very brief in it. 

In order then to this inquiry, you must know that it 
was not for want of servants, that Satan took this sort 
of people into his pay; he has, as I have observed in 
its place, millions of diligent devils at Iiis call, what- 
ever business, and however difficult, he had for them 
to do; but, as I have said above, that our modern 

Seopie are forwarder than even Ihe Devil himself can 
esire them to be ; and that they come before they 
are called, run before they are sent, and crowd them- 
selves into his service; so it seems it was in those 
early days, when the world was one universal mon- 
archy, under his dominion, as I have at large described 
in its place. 

In those days the wickedness of the world keeping 
a just pace with their ignorance, this inferior sort of 
low-priced instruments did the Devil's work mighty' 
well; they drudged on his black -art so laboriously, 
and with such good success, that he found it was 
better to employ them as tools, to delude and draw 
in mankind, than to send his invisible implements 
about, and obhge them to take such shapes and dresses 
as were necessary upon every trifling occasion which, ; 
perhaps, was more cost than worship, more pains than ' 
pay. 

Having then a set of these volunteers in his ser- 
vice, the true Devil had nothing to do but to keep an 
exact correspondence with them, and communicate 
some needful powers to them to make them be and 
do something extraordinary, and give them a repu- 
tation in their business ; and these, in a word, did &. 
2I« _ 
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great part of, nay, almost all, the Devil's busineBs 
the world. 

To this purpose gave he lliem power, if we may be- 
lieve old Glanville, Baxter, Hicks, and other learned 
consullers of oracles, to walk invisible, lo fly in the 
air, ride npon broomsticks, and other wooden gear, 
to interpret dreams, answer questions, betray secrets, 
to talk (gibberish) the universal language, to raise 
storms, swell winds, bring up spirits, disturb the 
dead, and torment the living, with a thousand other 
needful tricks to amuse the world, keep themselves 
in veneration, and carry on the Devil's empire in the 
world. 

The first nations among whom these infernal prac- 
tices were found, were Chaldeans; and thai I may do 
justice in earnest, as well as in jest, it must be allowed 
that the Chaldeans, or those of them so called, were not 
conjurers, or magicians, only philosophers and studiers 
of nature, wise, sober, and studious men, at first, 
and we have an extteordinary account of them ; and, 
if we may believe some of our best writers of fame. 
Abraham was himself famous among them for snch 
magic, as Sir Walter Raleigh expresses it, Qui con- 
templalione creaturarum cognovit Creaiorem. 

Now, granting this, it is all to my purpose; namely, 
That the Devil drew these wise men in, to search after 
more knowledge than nature could instruct them in; 
and the knowledge of the true God being, at that time, 
sunk very low, he debauched them all with dreams, 
apparitions, conjurers, &c., till he ruined the just 
notions they had, and made devils of them ail, like 
himself. 

The learned Senensis, speakingof this Chaldean kind 
of learning, gives us an account of live sorts of them^' 
You will pardon me for being so grave as to go thiij 
.length back. 

1. Chascediu, or Chaldeans, properly so called, beit)|: 
astronomers. 

2. Asaphim, or magicians; such were Zoroastre^^ 
and Balaam the son of Beor. 

3. Chaturaim, or interpreter of dreams, and 
speeches, enchanters, &c. 
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4. Mecasphim, or witches, called, at first, prophets, 
afterwards Malefici, or Veiiifici, poisoners. 

5. Gazarim, ot Aruspices, and diviners, such as di- 
vined by the entrails of beasts, the liver in particular j 
mentioned in Ezekiel, or, as others, called aiigura. 

Now, as to all these, I suppose I may do them no 
wrong, if I say, however justifiable they were in the 
beginning, the Devil got them all into his service at 
last ; and that brings me to my text again, from which 
the rest was a digression. 

1. The Chascedin, or Chaldean astronomers, turned 
astrologers, fortune tellers, calculators of nativities, 
and vile dehiders of the people, as if the wisdom of 
the holy God was in them, as Nebuchadnezzar said of 
Daniel, on that very account. 

2. The Asapliim, or magi, or magicians. Sixtns 
Senensis says, they were such as wrought by covenant 
with devils, but lurued to it from their wisdom, which 
was to study the practical part of natural philosophy, 
working admirable ejects by the mutual application 
of natural causes. 

3. TheChalumim, from being reasoners, ordispulers 
upon difficult points iu philosophy, became cuchanl- 
eis and conjurers. So, 

4. The Mecasphim, or prophets, they turned to be 
sorcerers, raisers of spirits, such as wounded by an 
evil eye, and by bilier curses, and were afterwards 
famed for having familiar converse with the Devil, and 
were called witches, 

6. TheGazarim, from thebareobservingof thegood 
and bad omens, by the entrails of beasts, flying of 
birds, &c., were turned to sacrists or priests of the hea- 
then idols and sacrifices. 

Thus, I say, first or last, the Devil engrossed all the 
wise men of the East, for so they are called; made 
Ihem all his own ; and by them lie worked wonders, 
that is, he filled the world with lying wonders, as if 
wrought by these men, when indeed it was all his 
own, from beginning to the end, and set on foot merely 
to propagate delusion, impose upon blinded and igno- 
rant men; the god of this world blinded their minds, 
and they were led away by llie subtilty of the Devil, 
to say no worse of it, till they bocBnis devils theia8elj;| 
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as to mankind ; for they carried on the Devil's worlt ' 
tipon all occaifions, and (he race of (heio slill conlitms 
in other nations, and some of tiiem among ourselves, 
ns we shall see presently. 

The Arabians followed the Chaldeans in this sindy, 
while it was kept wilhin its due hounds, and after them 
the Egyptians ; and among the latter we find that Jan- 
nes and Jambres were famous for their leading Pharaoh 
by their pretended magic performances, to reject the 
real miracles of Moses ; and history tells us of strange 
pranks the wise men, the magicians, and the sooth- 
sayers, played to delude the people in the most early 
ages of the world. 

But, as I say, now, the Devil hasirnproved himself, 
so he did then ; for the Grecian and Roman heathen 
rites coming ou, they out-did alt the magicians and 
soothsayers, by establishing the Devil's lying oracles, 
which, as a masterpiece of hell, did the Devil more .1 
honor, and brought more homage lo him, than ever he - 
had before, or could arrive to since. 

Again, as by the setting up the oracles, all the ma- 
gicians and soothsayers grew out of credit; so at the 
ceasing of those oracles, the Devil was fain to go back 
to the old game again, and take up with the agency of 
witches, divinations, enchantment, and coujurings, as 
I hioled before, answerable to the foursorts mentioned 
in the story of Nebuchadnezzar ; namely, magicians, 
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. How « 
these began to be out of request, I have mentioned al- 
ready ; but as the Devil has not quite given them over, . 
only laid them aside a little for the present, we may , 
venture to ask what they were, and what use he made ^ 
of them when he did employ them. 

The truth is, I think, as it was a very mean em- ^ 
ployment for anything thai wears an human counte- 1 
nance to take up; so 1 must acknowledge, I think, il J 
was a mean, low-priced business for Satan to take up j 
with ; below the very Devil ; below his dignity as an , 
angelic, though condemned creature ; helow him even -j 
as a devil ; to go to talk to a parcel of ugly, deformed, , 
spiteful, malicious old women; to give them power to -J 
do mischief, who never had a will, after they entered t 
into the state ot old-womanhood, to do anything else. 
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Why the Devil always chose the ugliest old wom^ 
he could fiiid; whether wizardism made them ugly; 
that were not so before; and whether the ugliness, a 
it was a beaitty in witchcraft, did not increase accord 
ing to the meritorious performance in the black trade •" 
These are all questions of moment to be decided, (if J 
human learning can arrive to so much perfection,) HtJ 
ages to come. 1 

Some say the evil eye, and the wicked look, wert J 
parts of the enchantment; and that the witches, whenj 
they were in the height of their business, had a powwi 
erful influence with both; that by looking upon anT't 
person Lhey could bewitch them, and make the Devil, 
as the Scots express it, ride through them booted and 
spurred; and that hence came that very significant 
saying, to look like a witch. 

The strange work which the Devil has made in the 
world, by this sort of his agents, called witches, is*' 
such, and so extravagantly wild, that except our hopej 
that most of those tales happen not to be true, I knoW'J 
not how any one could be easy to live near a widow, " 
after she was five-and-fifty. 

All the other sorts of emissaries which Satan em- 
ploys, comes short of these. Ghosts and apparitions 
sometimes come and show themselves, on particular 
accounts; and some of those particulars respect doing 
justice, repairing wrongs, preventing mischief; aomt " 
times in matters very considerable, and on things i 
necessary to public benefit, that we are tempted to l 
lieve they proceed from some vigilant spirit, wl 
wishes us well ; but, on the other hand, these witchi 
are never concerned in anything but mischief; nay, ] 
what they do, portends good to one, it issues in hurt li. 
many; the whole tenor of their life, their design \&\ 
general, is to do mischief; and they are only employed I 
in mischief, and nothing else. How far lhey are fur- 
nished with ability suitable to the horrid will they are 
vested with, remains to be described. 

These witches, it is said, are furnished with power 
suitable to the occasion that is before them, and parti- 
cularly that which deserves to be considered; as pre- 
dictions, and foretelling events, which, I insist, the 
author of witchcraft is not accomplished with hims«ll^ 
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nor can he communicate it to any other. How tli^ 
witches come to be able to foretell tilings to com^ I 
which, it is said, the Devil himself cannot Itnow, ana*! 
which, as I have shown, it is evident he does not ItnowJ 
himself, is yet to be determined. Tlmt witclies dttfl 
foretell, is certain, from the Witch of Eiidor, who fore^l 
told things to Saul, which he knew not before, name-l 
ly, that he should be slain in battle the next dajrj F 
which accordingly came to pass. 

There are, however, and notwithstanding this par-.i 
ticular case, many instances wherein the Devil has noti 
been able to foretell approaching events, and that ia.V 
things of the utmost consequence ; and he has givefl I 
certain foolish or false answers in snch cases. Therl 
devil's priests, which were snmmoned in by the prophetlV 
Elijah, to decide the dispute between God and Baalfl 
had the Devil been able to have informed them of it; 1 
would certainly have received notice from him, of I 
what was intended against them by Elijah ; that is to I 
say, that they won Id be all cut in pieces; forSatail 
was not such a fool as not to know, that Baal was 4l 
nonentity, a nothing, at best a dead man, perished andl 
rotlingin his grave; for Baal was Bel, or Belus, aal 
ancient king of the Assyrian monarchy ; and he could 1 
no more answer, by fire, to consume the sacrifice, than | 
he could raise himself from the dead. 

But the priests of Baal were left of their master tO J 
their just fate, namely, to be a sacrifice to the fury of f 
a deluded people. Hence I infer his inability; for H.I 
would have been very unkind and ungrateful in hiial 
not to have answered them, if he had been able. ■ 
There is another argument raised here most justlj^il 
against the Devil, with relation to his being unde!rl 
restraint, and that of greater eminence than we imav^a 
ioe ; and it is drawn from this very passage, thus : lifl 
is not to be doubted but that Satan, who has much of ■ 
the element put into his hands, as prince of the aii^^ 
had a power, or was able, potentially speaking, toJ 
have answered Baal's priests by fire; fire being, io>l 
virtue of his airy principality, a part of his dominion'^ 
but he was certainly withheld by the Superior hand^f 
which gave him lliat dominion, I mean, withheld foi 
the occasion only. So in another case, it was plaifl 
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t Balaam, who was one of those sort of Chaldeans, 
mentioned above, who dealt in divinations and ea- 
chantments, was withheld from cursing Israel. 

Some are of opinion, that Balaam was not a witch, 
or a dealer with the Devil ; because it is said of him, 
or rather, he says it of himself, that he saw the visions 
of God, Numb. xxiv. 16. " He hath said, who heard 
the words of God, and knew the knowledge of tha. 
most High, which saw the vision of the Almighty, 
falling into a trance, but having his eyes open." Henco 
they allege he was one of those magi, which St. Au- 
gustine speaks of, dc DivmaUone, who, by the study 
of nature, and by the contemplation of created beings, 
came to the knowledge of the Creator ; and that Ba- 
laam's fault was, that, being tempted by the rewards 
and honors that the king promised him, he intended to 
have cursed Israel; but when his eyes were opened, 
and that he Baw they were God's own people, he durst 
not do it ; they will have it therefore, that, except aa 
above, [lalaani was a good man, or at least, that he 
had the knowledge of tlie true God, and the fear of 
that God upon him ; and that he honestly declares this, 
Numb. xxii. 18. "If Balak would give me his house 
full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of 
the Lord my God." Where, though he is called a false 
prophet by some, he evidently owns God, and assumes 
a properly in him, as other prophets did; my God, 
and I cannot go beyond his orders. But that which 
gives me a better opinion of Balaam than all this, is 
his plain prophecy of Christ, chapter xxiv. 17, where 
he calls him the Star of Jacob ; and declares, "I shall 
see him, but not now ; I shall behold him, but not nigh ; 
there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre 
shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of 
Moab, anddcsiroy ail the children of Sheth;" all which 
express not a knowledge only, but a faith in Christ; 
but I have done preaching; this is all by-lhe-by; I 
return to my business, which is, the history. 

There is another piece of dark practice here, which 
lies between Satan and his particular agents, and 
which they must give us an answer to, when they 
can, which, I think, will not be in haste; and that is, 
About the obsequious devil submitting to be called up 
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into visibility, whenever an old woman has her hand 
crossed with a white sixpence, as they call it. One 
■would think that instead of these vile things, called 
witches, being sold to the Devil, the Devil was really 
Bold for a slave to them ; for how far soever Satan's 
residence is off of this state of life, they have power, it 
seems, to fetch him from home, and oblige him to come 
at their call. 

I can give little account of this, only that indeed so 
it is; nor is the thing so strange in itself, as the 
methods to do it are mean, foolish, and ridiculous; as 
making a circle, and dancing in it, pronouncing such 
and such words, saying the Lord's prayer backward, 
and the like. Now is this agreeable to the dignity of 
the prince of the air or atmosphere, that he should be 
commanded forth with no more pomp or ceremony, 
than that of muttering a few words, such as the old 
witches and he agree about ? or is there something else 
ia it, which none of us, or themselves, understand? 

Perhaps, indeed, he is always with those people 
called witches and conjurers, or, at least, some of his 
cantp volafU are always present; and so, upon the l6asl 
call of the wizard, it is but putting off the misty ch "" 
and showing themselves. 

Then we have a piece of mock pageantry 
ing those things called witches or conjurers lo justic< 
that is, first, to know if a woman be a witch, throw 
her into a pond, and if she be a witch, she will swim, 
and it ia not in her own power to prevent it; if she 
does ail she can to sink herself, it will not do, she will 
swim like a cork. Then, that a rope will not hang a 
witch, but you must get a withe, a green osier; that 
if you nail an horseshoe on the sill of the door, she 
cannot come into the house, or get out, if she be in; 
these, and a thousand more, too simple to be believed, 
are yet so vouched, so taken for granted, and so uni- 
versally received for truth, that there is no resisting 
them without being thought atheistical. 
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CHAPTEE I. 

Of the various methods the DevU takes to converse u>ilh I 
tnan/dnd. 

Hating spoken something of persooB, and particular- 
ly of such as the Devil ihinlts fit to employ in hia 
affairs in the world, it comes next of course to say 
somethiug of the manner howr he communicates hia 
mind to them, and, by them, to the rest of his acquaints 
ance in the world. 

1 take the Devil to be under great difficulties in hia 
affairs od his part, especially occasioned by the bounds 
whicli are set him, or which policy obliges hint to set 
to himself, in his access to the conversing with man- 
kind ; it is evident he is not permitted to fall upon them 
with force and arms, that is to say, to muster up hit' 
infernal troops, and attack them with fire and sword f 
if he was loose, to act in this manner, as he was able, 
by liia own seraphic power to have destroyed the whole 
race, and even the earth they dwelt upon, so he would 
certainly, and long ago, have effectually done it; his 
particular interests and inclinations are well enough 
known. 

But, in the next place, as he is thus restrained from 
violence, so prudentials restrain him, in ail his other 
actings with mankind; and, being confined to sttata- 
gem, and soft, still methods, such as persuasion, al-v 
Inrement, feeding the appetite, prompting, and theB. 
gratifying corrupt desires, and the like; he finds it foTij 
his purpose not to appear in person, except very rare- ^ 
ly, and then in disguise ; but to act all the rest in thfl^i 
dark, under the vizor of art and craft, making use of 
persons and methods concealed, or at least not fully 
understood or discovered, 

As to the persons whom he employs, I have taken 
some pains, you see, to discover some of them ; but the 
methods he Uses with them, either to inform and in- 
struct, arid give orders to them, or to converse with 
other people by tliom, these are very particular, and 
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BServe some place in our memoirs; parliciilarly as 
tey may serve to remove some of our mistakes, and 
t take oS some of (he frigbtful ideas we are apt (o 
jbterCaiii, in prejudice of lliis great manager; as if he 
I no more to be matched iu his politics, than he 
tould be to be matched in his power, if il was let 
; which is so much a mistake, that, on the con- 
_[ary, we read of several people that have abused and 
^eated the Devil, a thing, which 1 cannot say, is very 
Ibncst nor just, notwithstanding the old Latin proverb, 
allere fallenlem non eat fraus, (which men construe, 
I rather render, by way of banter upon Satan, It is no 
'i to cheat the Devil ;) which, for all that, upon the 
fcbole, I deny; and allege, that let the Devil act how 

"1 by us, we ought to deal fairly by hira. 
^iBut to come to the business, without circumlocu- 
; I am to inquire how Satan issues out his orders, 
^ves his instructions, and fully delivers his mind to 
B emissaries, of whom 1 mentioned some in the title 
D chapier IX. In order to this, yon must form an 
of the Devil silling in great state, in open cam- 
wign, with all his legions about him, in the height of 
the atmosphere; or, if you will, at a certain distance 
from the atmosphere, and above it, that the plan of his 
encampment might not be hurried round ils own axis, 
(Fith the earth's diurnal motion, which might be sol " 
"islurbance to him. 
P By this fixed situation, the earth performing ils ri 

., he has every part and parcel of it brought to 
direct opposition to him, and consequently to his view 
once in twenty-four hours. The last time I was there, 
if I remember right, he had this quarter of Ihe world, 
which* we call Christendom, just under his eye ; and 
the motion is not so swift, but that his piercing optica 
can take a strict view of it en passant; for the circum- 
ference of it being but twenty-one thousand miles, and 
its circular motion being full twenty-four honrs per- 
forming, he has something more than an hour to view 
every thousand miles, which, to his supernatural pen- 
etration, is not worth naming. 

As he takes thus a daily view of all Ihe circle, and 
an hourly view of the parts, he is fully master of all 
transactions, at least such as are done above board, bi 
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all mankind ; and then he despalclies his emissarias, 
or aid-de-camps, to every part, with his orders ana 
inslructions. Now diese emissaries, you are to under- 
stand, are not the witches and diviners, whomi spoke ■ 
of above, for I call ttiem also emissaries ; but tbey are J 
all devils, or (as you know they are called) deviFH 
angels; and these may, perhaps, come and converse'^ 
personally with the sub-emissaries 1 mentioned, to be 
ready for their support and assistance, on all occasions 
of business. These are those devils which the witches 
are said to raise; for we can hardly suppose the mas- 
ter Devil comes himself, at the summons of every ugltfJ 
old woman. ■ 

These run about into every nook and corner, wheiv 
ever Satan's business calls them, and are never want* 
ing to him ; but are the most diligent devils imaginabla^l 
like the Turkish chiaux, they no sooner receive their« 
errand, but they execute it with the utmost alacrity;, 
and as to their speed, it may be truly written as iM 
motto, upon the head of every individual devil, 

Non indiget calcaribns. 

These are those, whom, they tell us, onr witchi 
sorcerers, wizards, and such sorts of folks, conversi' 
freely with, and are therefore called their familiars, 
and, as they tell us, come to them iu human shapes, 
talk to them with articulate plain voices, as if men; 
and that yet the said witches, &c. know them to bo 
devils. 

History has not yet enlightened us in this part 
useful knowledge, or at least not sufficiently for 
description of the persons or habits of these sorts of 
appearances; as what shapes they take up, what lan- 
guage they speak, and what particular works they 
perform ; so we ranst refer it to farther inquiry ; but if 
we may credit history, we are told many famous sto- 
ries of these appearances; for example, the famous 
Mother Lakland, who was burnt for a witch at Ips- 
wich, A. D. 1646, confessed, at the lime of her execu- 
tion, or a little before it, that she had frequent conveiwi 
salion with the Devil himself; that she being very pooi 
&nd, withal, of a devilish passionate, cruel, and 
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vengeful disposition, before, used to wish she had it 
her power to do such and such tnischieTOiis things 
some that she hated; and that the Uevil himRelf, vi 
it seems, knew her temper, came lo her one night, 
she lay in her bed, and was between sleeping and 
waking, and, speaking in a deep hollow voice, told 
her, if she would serve him in some things he would 
employ her to do, she should haVfi her will of all hi " 
enemies, and should want for nothing. That she \vi 
much afraid at first; but that he, soliciting her vei 
often, bade her not be afraid of liini, and siili nrgi 
her to yield; and, as she says, struck his claw hito 
her hand, and though it did not hurt her, made it bleed, 
and with the blood wrote the covenant ; that is to say, 
tlie bargain between them. Being asked what was in 
it, and whether lie required her to curse or deny Ciod 
or Christ 1 she said no. 

N. B. I do not find she told them, whether the 
Devil wrote it with a pen, or whether on paper, or 
parchment, nor whether she signed it or no; but it 
seems he carried it away with him. I suppose, if 
Satan's register were examined, it might be found 
among the archives of hell, the rolls of his acta publi- 
ca; and, when his historiographer royal publishes 
them, we may look for it among them. 

Then he furnished her with three devils, to wait 
npon her (I suppose ;) for she confessed they were lo 
be employed in her service ; they attended in the 
shapes of two little dogs, and a mole. The first she 
bewitched was her own husband, by which he lay 
awhile in great misery, and died; then she sent to one 
Captain Beal, and burnt a new ship of his, just built, 
which had never been at sea; these, and many other 
horrid things, she did and confessed ; and having been 
twenty years a wilch, at last the Devil left her, and 
she was burnt as she deserved. 

That some extraordinary occasions may bring thi 
agents of the Devil, nay, sometimes the Devil himsell 
to assume human shapes, and appear to other people , 
we cannot doubt ; he did thus in the case of our 8aviou( 
as a tempter, and some think he did so to Manasses as 
a familiar, whom the Scripture charges with sorcery, 
mad having a familiar or devil ; fame tells us, that "' 
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DuTistan frequently conversed with him, and finally, 
took him hy -the nose ; and so of others. 

But, in these modern ages of the world, he finds it 
much more to his purpose to work under ground, as I 
have observed, and to keep upon the reserve ; so that 
we have no authentic accounts of his personal appear- 
ance, but what are very ancient, or very remote from 
our failh, as well as our inquiry. 

It seems to be a question, that would bear some de^ 
bating, whether ali apparitions are not devils, or from 
the Devil ; but there being so many of those appari- 
tions, which we call spirits, which really assume 
shapes, and make appearances, in the world, upoa 
such accounts as, we know, Satan himself scorns to be 
employed in, that I must dismiss the question in favor 
of the Devil; assuring them, that as he never wil- 
lingly did any good in his life, so he would be far from 
giving himaelf the trouble of setting one foot into the 
world, on such an errand; and, for that reason, ws 
may be assured those certain apparitions, which 
are told came to detect a murderer in Gloucesterahirs, 
and oihers, who appeared to prevent the ruining an 
orphan, for want of finding a deed that was not lost, 
was certainly some other power equally concerned, and 
not the Devil. 

On the other hand, neither will it follow, that Satan J 
never appears in human shape; for though every a^ 
parition may not be the Devil, yet it does not followj 
that the Devil never makes an apparition. All I shall 
say to it is, as I have mentioned before, that, generally ^ 
speaking, the Devil finds it more for his purpose, tdj 
have his interest in the world propagated another way} 
namely, in private; and Ills personal appearances are 
reserved for things only of extraordinary consequence, 
and, as I may say, of evident necessity, where his 
honor is concerned, and where his interest could be 
carried on no other way ; not forgetting to take notice, 
that this is very seldom. 

It remains to inquire, what then those things are, 
which we make so much stir about, and which are 
called apparitions, or spirits assuming human shapes, 
and showing themselves to people on particular occa- 
■ mal Whether they are evil spirits, or good? And^ 
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though, iodced, Uiis is out of my way at this time, and 
does not relate at all to the Devil's history, yet 1 
thought it not amiss to mention itt 1. ){ecauso, aa 1 
have said, I do nol wholly exclude Satan from all 
concern in such things; and, 2. Because I shall dis- 
miss the qnesiiou wiih so very short an answer ; 
namely, that we may determine which are, and whici 
are not, the Devil's, hy the errand they come iipor 
every one to his own business; if it comRs of a 
errand, you may certainly acquit the Devil of it, 
chide him innocenr, and that he has no hand in it, 
he comes of a wicked and devilish errand, you mi 
even take him up upon suspicion, it is tea to 
you find him at the bottom of it. 

Next to apparitions, we find mankind disturbed by 
abundance of little odd reserved ways, which the Devil 
is shrewdly suspected of having an hand in, such as 
dreams, noises, voices, &c. smolls of brimstone, cau- 
dles burning blue, and the like. 

As to dreams, 1 have nothing to say in Satan's pre- 
judice at all there; I make no question but he deals 
very much in that kind of intelligence ; and why 
should he not? We know heaven itself formerly con- 
versed very often with ihe greatest of meu, by the 
same method; and the Devil is known to mimic the 
methods, as well as the actions of his Maker ; whether 
heaven has not quite left olf that way of working, we 
are not certain; but we pretty well know the Devil 
has not left it; and I believe some instances may " 
given where his worship has been really seen 
talked to in sleep, as much as if the person had 
awake with his eyes open. 

These are to be distinguished too, pretty much by 
the goodness or badness of the subject. How often 
have men committed murder, robbery, and adultery, 
in a dream; and, at the same lime, except an extn 
ordinary agitation of the soul, and expressed by « 
Iraordinary noises in the sleep, by violent sweatii 
and other such ways, the head has never been remo\ 
from the pillow, or the body so much as turned in the 
bed! 

Whether in such cases, the soul, with all the passions 
^^^^tfid afiections, being agitated, aad giving their fl^^^_ 
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assent to the fads, of what kind soever,, the man 
is not as guilty as if the sins so dreamed, of his com- 
mitting had been actually committed 'i thougli It be no 
doubt to me, but tliat it is so ; yet, as it is foreign to 
the present afiair, and not at alt relating to the Devil's 
history, I leave it to the reverend doctors of the church, 
as properly belonging to them to decide. 

By this method, the Devil injects poirerful incen- 
tives to crimes; provokes avarice, by laying a great 
quantity of gold in your view, and nobody present, 
giving you an opportunity to steal it, or some of it, at 
the same time, perhaps, icnowing your circumstances 
to be such, as that you are at that time in a great want 
of the money. 

I knew a tradesman, and in great distress for money 
in his business, dreamed that he was walking all alone 
in a great wood, and that be met a little child with a 
bag of gold i[] its hand, and a fiuenecklace of diamonds 
on its neck. Upon the sight, his wants presently dic- 
tated to him to rob the child ; ihe little innocent crea- 
ture (just so he dreamed) not being able to resist; or 
to tell who it was. Accordingly he consented to take 
the money from the child, and then to take the diamond 
necklace from it too, and did so. 

But the Devil, (a full testimony, as I told him, that 
it was the Devil,) not contented with that, hinted to 
him, that perhaps the child might, some lime or other, 
know him and single him out, by crying out or point- 
ing, or some such thing, especially if he was suspected, 
and showed to it ; and therefore it would be better for 
him to kill the child, prompting him to kill it for his 
own safety, and that he need do no more but twist the 
neck of it a little, or crush it wiih his knee; he 
told me he stood debating with himself, whether he 
should do so or not; but that in that instant, his heart 
struck him with the word murder, and he enter- 
tained an horror of it, refused to do it, and immedi- 
ately waked. 

He told me, that when he waked, he found himself 
in so violent a sweat, as he never had known the like; 
that his pulse beat with that heat and rage, that it was 
like a palpitation of Ihe heart to him; and that the 
Bgttation of his spirits was such, that he was not fidl7_ 
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composed in some hours : though the satisfaction 
joy that ailBiided liioi, when ho found il was 
dream, assisted much to lelum his spirits to 
Icinperameiit. 

It IS tieilhcr my business or indinntion to turn di- 
vine here, nor is the age I write to sufliciently grave to 
relish a sermon, if I was disposed to preach, though 
they must allow the subject would very well bear it ; 
but I shall only ask them, if they think this is not the 
Devil, what they think it is7 If they tielieve it is tho 
Devil, they will act accordingly, I hope, or let it aloni 
as Satan and they can agree about it, 

I should not oblige the Devil over-much, whatev» 
I might do to those that read it, if I should enter hei 
upon a debate of interests ; namely, to inquire whether 
the Devil has not a vast advantage upon mankind this 
way, and whether it is not much his interest to pre- 
serve it. And if I prove the affirmative, I leave it to. 
you to inquire, whose interest it is to disappoint ai 
supplant him. 

In short, I take dreams fo be the second best of tbi 
advantages the Devil has over mankind; the first, I 
suppose, you all know, namely, the treachery of the 
garrison within; by dreams he may be said to get into 
the inside of us, without opposition ; here he opens and 
locks without a key, and like an enemy laying sieL" 
to a forti&ed city, reason and nature, the governor ol 
the city, keep him out, by day, and keep the garrisoi 
true to their duty; but in the dark he gels in, and par 
leys with the garrison (the affections and passions;)' 
debauches their loyalty, stirring up them to disloyaltj" 
and rebellion; so they betray their trust, revolt, muj« 
tiny, and go over to the besieger. 

Thus ha manages his interest, I say, and insinuates 
himself into the inside of us, without onr consent ; nay, 
without our knowledge; for, whatever spoculalion may 
do, it is evident demonstration does not assist us to dis- 
cover, which way he gets access to the soul, while the 
organ tied up, and dozed with sleep, has locked it up 
from action. That it is so, is clear ; but how he does 
it, is a secret, which I do not find the ancients or 
moderns have yet made a discovery of. 

" '" ' I creature, mother Lakland. when 
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Htory 1 meniinned above, acknowledged, that the first 
lime the Devil attempted to draw her in, to be a wiich, 
was in a dream; and even wlien she consented, sha 
said, she was between sleeping and waking; tlial i^ 
she did not know whether she was awake or asleep _^^ 
and the cnnning Devil, it seems, was satisfied with h«J 
assent given so, when she was asleep, or neither asle^' 
nor awake; so taking the advantage of her incapacity 
to act rationally. 

The stories of her bewitchingseveral people, andtha 
manner in which they died, are so formidable and ex- 
travagant, that I care not to put any one's faith to 
the stretch about them ; though pubSislied by authority, 
and testified by abundance of witnesses; but this is 
recorded in particular, and to «iy purpose ; whethar 
from her own mouth ot not, I do not say ; namely, ti 
description of a witch, and the difference beiwet 
witches, and those other Satan's acquaintance whoai 
in his name. 

1. They have consulted and covenanted with 
spirit, or devil. 

2. They have a deputy devil ; sometimes several, tbj 
serve and assist them. 

3. These they employ as they please; call ihem by- 
name; and command their appearance in whatever 
shape they think fit. 

4. They send them abroad to, or into, the persons 
■whom they design to bewitch ; whom they al*ays tor- 
ment, and often murder them, as mother Lakland did 
several. 

As to the difference between the several devils thi_ 
appear, it relates to the office of the persona who em-* 
ploy them; as conjurers, who seem to command the 
particular devil that wails upon them with more au- 
thority; and raise them, and lay them, at pleasure; 
drawing circles, casting figures, and the like; but the 
witch, in a more familiar manner, whispers with the 
Devil ; keeps the Devil in a bag, or a sack, sometimes 
in her pocket; and the like; and, like Mr. Faux, 
shows tricks with him. 

But all these kuids deal much in dreams; talk with 
the Devil in their sleep; and make other people talk 
with him in their steep too ; and it is on this occasio^ 
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I men I ion it hare; in sliort, the Devii majrwell 
this opportiiniiy with mankind, for not half the world 
that came into his measures would comply, if they 
were awake; bnt of that hereafter. 

And yet his thus insinuating himself by dream, does 
not seem sufficient, in my opinion, to auswer the 
Devil's end, and to carry on his business; and there- 
fore we must be forced to allow him a kind of actm "' 
possession, in particular cases, and that in the souls 
some people, by dilfereut methods from others. Lnlbi 
is of the opinion that the Devil gets a familiarity wil 
some souls just at, ot rather before, their being ei 
bodied; as to the manner and method how he gets ' 
that is another question, and may be spoken of 
itself; besides, why may not he, that at Satan's re- 
quest to enter into the herd of swine, said. Go, give 
the same commission to possess a sort of creatures so 
many degrees below the dignity of the Gadarenii 
swine, and open the door too. But as for that, whi 
our Lord said, Go, the Devil never inquired whio! 
way he should get in. 

When then I see nations, or indeed herds of nations, 
set on fire of hell, and, as I may say, inflamed by the 
Devil; when I see towns, parlies, factions, and rab- 
bles of people, visibly possessed, it is enough to me 
that the great master of the Devils has said to him, 
Co; there is no need to inquire which way he finds 
open, or at what postern-gate he gets in; as to his 
appearing, it is plain he often gets in without ap-, 
poaring ; and therefore the question about his appeal 
ing still remains a doubt, and is not very easy to *" 
resolved. 

In the scripture we have some light into it, and that 
is all the help I find from antiquity ; and it goes a great 
way to solve the phenomena of Satan's appearing. 
What I mean by the scripture giving some light to i 
is this. It is said in several places, and of several pel 
sons, God came to them in a dream. Gen. xx. 3. " G( 
came to Abimelech in a dream by night," Gen. xx: 
34. "And came to Laban the Syrian, in a dream 
Matt. ii. 13. "The ang^l of the Lord appeared to 
Joseph in a dream." Short comments are sufficient to 
plain texts. Applying this to my friend, when he 
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wanted to be satisfied about the how, relating to his 
dream; namely, how he should come to dream such 
wiclied things',' I told him, in short, the case was 

gain, the Devil came to him in a dream by night. 
aw, and iu what manner, he formed the wicked 
representations, and spread debauched appearances 
before his fancy, by real whispers and voice, accord- 
ing to Milton, or by what other methods, the learned 
are not arrived to any certainly about it. 

This leads me necessarily to inquire, whether tht 
Devil, or some of his agents are not always in out 
company, whether they make any visible appearand 
or no! For my part, 1 make no question of it; ho 
else could he come at the knowledge of what we do 
foras 1 can allow hira no prescience at all, as for many 
reasons I have observed already, he must be able to 
see and know us, and what we are about, when we 
know nothing of him, or else he could know nothing 
of us and our affairs, which yet we find otherwise; 
and this gives him infinite advantage to infiuence oui 
actions, to judge of our inclinations, and to bring oui 
passions to clash with ourreason, as they often do, and' 
get the better of it too. 

All this he obtains by his being able to walk about 
invisible, and see when he is not seen, of which I have 
spoken already; hence thai most wise and solid sug- 
gestion, that when the candles burn blue, the devil is 
in the room ; which great secret in nature, that you 
may be more fully convinced of its imaginary reahty, 
I must tell you the following story, which I saw in a 
letter directed to a particular friend; take it word for 
word as in the letter, because I do not make myself 
accountable for the facts, but take them ad referen- 

S[E,— We had one day, very early in the morning, 
and for the most part of the day, a great deal of rain, 
with an high wind, and the clouds very thick and dark 
all day. 

In the evening, the cloudy thick weather continued, 
though not the rain; when being at a friend's house in 
Lane, London, and several ladies, and some gen- 
tlemen, in the room, besides two or three servants, (for 
we bad been eating,) the following interlude liappened 
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for our entertainment. When the cloth was 
awajr, two large candles wet« brought upon the tabi 
and placed there with some bottles and glasses for tl 
gentlemen, who, it seems, were intending to drink, and 
be very merry ; two large wax candles were also set QD 
another tabic, the ladies being going to cards; also 
there were two large candles in sconces over or neu 
the chimney ; and one more in a looking-glass scoDce, 
on a pier by the window. 

With all this apparatus, the company separating sat 
down; the gentlemen at their table, and the ladies at 
theirs, to play as above; wlien, after some time, 
the gcntioman of the honse snid hastily to a servant, 

" What a p ails the candles T' ^d turning lo the 

servant, raps out an oalh or two, aud bids him siiuff 
the candles, for they burnt as if the Devil was in the 
room. 

The fellow, going to snuff one of the candles, snuffs 
it out ; at which, his master being in a passion, tba 
fellow lights it again immediately at the other candle ; 
and tlien, being in a little hurry, going to snuif the 
other candle, snuffed that out too. 

The first candle that was relighted (as is usual in 
such cases) hurned dim and dull for a good while ; and, 
the other being out, the room was much darker than 
before ; and a wench that stood by the ladies' table^ 
bawls out to her mistress, "Law, madam! the candles 
burn blue!" An oid lady that sal by says, "Ay, 
Betty, so they do." Upon this, one of the ladies start 
up ; " Mercy upon us ! " said she, " what is the m&l 
ter 1" In this uuluclcy moment another servant, wil' 
out orders, went to the great pier-sconce ; and becaui 
as he thought, he would be sure to snuff the candl 
well, he offers to lake it down, but very unhappily, I 
say, the hook came out, down falls the sconce, candle 
and all ; and the looking-glass broke all to pieces, with 
an horrible noise; however the candle falling out of 
the sconce did not go out, but lay on the floor burning 
dully, and as it is usual on such cases, all on one side. 
Betty cries out again, "Law, madam, that caudle 
burns blue too;" the very moment she said this, the 
footman that had thrown down the sconce, says to his 
f^ioff-servaut, that came to his assistance, " I think 
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the Devil is in the candles to-night;" and away he 
ran out of tlie room, for fear of his master. 

Tlie old lady, who, upon the maid Betty's notion 
of the candles burning blue, had her head just full of 
that old chimney-corner slory, " the candles bmn blue 
when the spirits are in the room," heard the footman 
say the word Devil, but heard nothing else of what he 
said ; upon this, she rises up in a terrible fright, and 
cries out, that the footman said the Devil was in the 
room. As she was, indeed, frighted out of her wits, 
she frighted the ladies most terribly; and they all 
starling up together, down goes the card-table, and 
put the wax candles out. 

Mrs. Betty, that'had frighted them all, runs to the 
sconce next the chimney ; but that having a long 
snuff, she cried out it burnt blue too, and she durst not 
touch it ; in short, though there were three candles 
left still burning in the room, yet the ladies were all 
so frighted, that they and the maids too ran out of the 
parlor, screaming like mad folks. The master, in a 
rage, kicked his first man out of the room; and the 
second man was run out to avoid, as I said before, the 
like: so that no servant was to be had, but all was in 
confusion. 

The two other gentlemen, who were sitting at the 
first table, kept their seats, composed and easy enough, 
only concerned to see all the house in such a fright; 
it was true, they said, the candles burnt dim and very 
oddly; but they could not perceive they burnt blue, 
eiccept one of those over the chimney, and that on the 
table, which was relighted after the fellow had snuffed 
it out. 

However, the maid, the old lady, and the footman 
(hat pulled down the sconce, all insist that the candles 
burnt blue; and all pretend that the Devil was cer- 
tainly in the room, and was the occasion of it; and 
lliey now come to me with the story, to desire my 
opinion of it. 

This put me upon inquiry into the notion of can- 
dles burning blue when spirits are in a room; which, 
upon all the searqh into things, thatl am able to make, 
amounts to no more than this; that upon any extraor- 
dinary emission of sulpluireouSj or ofjiitrous parlicle«i 
23 



I eithi 



THE MODERN HISTORY OF THE DBVIt* 




either in a close room, or in any not very open 
if the qiiantiiy be great, a candle or lamp, or any such 
little blaze of fire, will seem to be, or lo burn blue ; and 
if then they can prove, that any such effluvia attei 
or are emitted from a spirit, then when Esatan ia 
hand, it may be so. 

Bnl then it is begging the question grossly, becai 
no man can assure us, that the Devil has any suj 
phnreons particles about him. 

it is true, the candles burn thus in mines and vaults, 
and damp places; and it is as true, thai tliey will do 
so upon occasion of very damp, stormy and moist air, 
when an extraordinary quantity of vapors are sup- 
posed to be dispersed abroad, as was the case when 
tiiis happened ; and if there was anything of that in it 
on that Monday night, the candles might, perhaps, 
burn blue upon that occasion ; but that the Devil was 
abroad upon any exlraordinary business that night, 
that I cannot grant, unless I have some better testi- 
mony than the old lady that heard the footman's out- 
cry but by halves, or than Mrs. Betty, who first fai>- 
cied the candles burnt blue; so I must suspend my 
judgment till I hear farther. 

This story, however, may solve a great many of 
those things which pass for apparitions in the world, 
and which are laid lo the Devil's charge, though he 
really may know nothing of the matter; and this 
would bring me to defend Satan in many things, 
wherein he may truly be said to suffer wrongfully; 
and if I thought it would oblige him, I might say 
something to his advantage this way; however, I will 
venture a word or two for an injured devil, take it as 
you will. 

First, it is certain, that as this invisibility of the 
Devil is very much to our prejudice, so the doctrine 
of his visibility is a great prejudice to him, as we 
make use of it. 

By his invisibility he is certainly vested with infinite 
advantages against us; while he can be present with 
us, and we know nothing of the matter, he informs 
himself of all our measures, and arms himself in the 
best and most suitable manner to injure and assault 
as he can counteract all our secret concerted 
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designs, disappoint all our schemes, and, except when 
Heaven apparently conccnis itself lo overrule him, can 
defeat all our enterprises, break all our measures, and 
do us mischief in almost every part of our hfe ; and all 
this, because we are not privy lo all his motions, as he 
is to ours. 

But now for his visibility and his real appearance 
in the world, and parlicularly among his disciples and 
emissaries, such as wilches and wizards, demoniacs, 
and the like ; here, I ihiuk Satan has a great deal of 
loss, suffers manifest injury, and has great injuslice 
doue him; and that therefore I onglit to clear this 
matter up a little, if it be possible, to do justice to 
Satan, and set matters right in the world about him, 
according to that useful old maxim, of setting the 
saddle upon the right horse, or giving the Devil his 
due. 

First, as I have said, we are not to believe every 
idle head, who pretends even to converse face to face 
with the Devil ; and who teil us they have thus seen 
him, and been acquainted with him every day. Many 
of these pretenders are manifest cheats ; and, however 
they would have the honor of a private interest in 
him, and boast how they have him at their beck ; can 
call him this way, and send him that, as they please; 
raise him, and lay him, when, and how, and as often 
as they find for their purpose ; I say, whatever boasts 
they make of this kind, they really have nothing of 
truth in them. 

Now the injuries and injustice done to the Devil, in 
these cases, are manifest; namely, that they entitle the 
Devil to all the mischief they are pleased to do in the 
world ; and if they commit a murder or a robbery, fire 
an house, or do any act of violence in the world,' they 
presently are said to do it by the agency of the Devil, 
and the Devil helps them ; so Satan bears the reproach, 
and they have all the guilt. This is, 1, A grand 
cheat upon the world ; and, 2, A nolorions slander 
upon the Devil; and it would be a public benefit to 
mankind, to have such woutd-be-deviis as these turned 
inside out, that we might know when the Devil was 
really at work among us, and when not; what mis- 
chiefs were of his doiug, and which were, not; and 
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that these fellows miglil riol slip ibetr necks ou\ _ 

halter, by coiititiually Inyiiig the blame of their wick 
etltioss upon the DeviL 

Not that the Devil is not very williag to have 
hand in any mischief, or Jti all the mischief 
done in the world ; but there are some low-pri 
rogueries that are too little for him, beneath the 
Qity of his operation, and which it is really a scant 
lo the Devil to charge upon him. I remember 
Devil had such a cheat put upon him in Elast tSiui) 

field once, where a person pretended to converse wi 

the Devil face to face, and that in open day too, and 
to cause him to tell fortunes, foretell good and evil, &c. ; 
discover stolen goods ; tell where ihey were who stole 
them, aitd how to find them again ; uay, and even 
find out the thieves. But Satan was really slsnd< 
in the case; the fellow had no more to' do with 
Devil than other people, and, perhaps, not so mi 
neither. Tlus was one of those they called cunning 
men, or at least he endeavored to pass for such an 
one ; but it was all a cheat. 

Besides, what had the Devil to do to detect thieves, 
and restore stolen goods? Thieving and robbing, 
trick and cheat, are part of the craft of his agency, and 
of the employments which it is his business to encour- 
age. They greatly mistake him, who think he will 
assist anybody in suppressing and detecting such laud- 
able arts, and such diligent servants. 

I wont say, but the Devil, to draw these people we 
call cunning men, into a snare, and to push on his far- 
ther designs, may encourage them privately, and in a 
manner that they themselves know nothing of, to 
make use of his name, and abuse the world abOK^ 
him, tin at last ihey may really believe they do d^H 
with the Devil, when, indeed, it is only he deals wijH 
them, and they know nothing of the matter. ^J 

In other cases, he may encourage them in these little 
frauds and cheats, and give them leave, as above, to 
make use of his name, lo bring them afterwards, and 
by degrees, to have a real acquaintance with him ; 
so bringing the jest of their trade into earnest, till 
at length, prompting them to commit some great vil- 
tany, he secures Ihem to bs his own, by their T«r« 
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fear of his leaving them lo be exposed to tho world ; 
thus lie puts a Jonathan Wild upon them, and makes 
them be the very wretches they only pretended to be 
before. So old Parsons, of Clithroe, as fame tells, was 
twenty-five years a cunning man, and twenty-two 
years a witch ; that is to say, for five-and-twenty 
years, he was only pretending to deal with the Devil, 
when Satan and he had no manner of acqnainlance, 
and he only put his legerdemain upon the people in 
the Devil's name, without his leave; but, at length, 
the Devil's patience being tired quite out, he told the 
old counterfeit, that, in short, he had been his stalking- 
horse long enough ; and that now, if he thought fit to 
enter himself, and take a commission, well and good ; 
and he should have a lease to carry on his trade for so 
many years jnore, to his heart's content; but if not, he 
would expose his knavery to the world. Tor that he 
should take away his people's trade no longer ; but 
that he (Satan) would set up another in his room, 
that should make a mere fool of him, and carry away 
all his customers. 

Upon this, the old man considered of it, took the 
Devil's coimsel, and listed in his pay ; so he, that had 
played his pranks twenty-five years as a conjurer, when 
he was no conjurer, was then forced really to. deal with 
the Devil, for fear the people should know he did not. 
Till now, he had, amSo dexter, cheated the Devil on 
one hand, and the people on the other; but the Devil 
gained his point at last, and so he was a real wizard 
ever after. 

But this is not the only way the Devil is injured 
neither; for we have often found people pretend upon 
him in other cases, and of nearer concern to him a 
great deal, and in articles more weighty, as, in partic- 
ular, in the great business of possession. It is true this 
point is not thoroughly understood among men, neither 
has the Devil thought fit to give us those illuminations 
about it, as I believe he might do; particularly that 
great and important article is not, for aught I can see, 
rightly explained ; namely, whether there are not two 
several kinds of possession ; namely, some wherein the 
Devil possesses us, and some in which we really pos- 
sess the Devil ; the nicety of which, I doubt, tliis age, 
23* 
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to i( ; of which we have many exunplei m bistocT, 
fll fp Himoq Msgiu, ibe Deril of London, the fair 
MabI of Kcni, and wreral oibera, vboae history it is 
fM worUi whil« to enlai^ upon. 

In ihort, poMtoMtooa, a« 1 hare said, are nice thin^ 
A$ It la not M aoay to mtmic the Devil in that part, as 
ll inajr be in loai* other; deigning men hare al- 
t»m|<M It nfum; but their mannei has been easily 
iInN(i;{ijipiKcd, ovftn wiihout the Devirs assistance. 

'I'liim tlm people of Salem, in New England, pr»- 
i'ii'l.'l ui }k) Ixiwitclied, and that a black man tor- 
I ili"ni by tbii instigation of such and such, 
iln-y rnnoivad to bnng lo the gallows. This 
rniin thoy would have to be the Deril, employed 
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by the person whom they accused for a witch ; thus 
making Ihe Devil a page, or a footman, to the wizard, 
to go and torment whomever the said wizard com- 
manded, till the Devil himself was so weary of the 
foolish part, that he left them to go on their own way ; 
and at last they overacted the murderiog part so far, 
that when they confessed themselves to be witches, 
and possessed, and that they had correspondence with 
tic Devil, Satan not appearing to vouch for them, no 
jury would condemn them upon their own evidence, 
and they could not get themselves hanged, whatever 
pains they took to bring it to pass. 

Thus you see the Devil may be wronged, and falsly 
accused, in many particulars, and ofleu has been so; 
there are likewise some other sorts of counterfeit devils 
in the world, such as gypsies, fortune-tellers, foretellers 
of good and bad luck, sellers of winds, raisers of 
storms, and many more, some practised among us, 
some in foreign parts, too many almost to reckon up ; 
nay, I almost doubt, whether the Devil himself knovB 
all the sorts of them; for it is evident, he has little or 
nothing to do with them, I mean not in the way of 
their craft. 

These I take to be interlopers; or, with the Guinea 
merchants' leave, separate traders, and who act under 
the screen and protection of Satan's power, but with- 
out his license or authority; no doubt these carry 
away a great deal of his trade ; that is to say, the trade 
which otherwise the Devil might have carried on by 
agents of his own. I cannot but say, tliat while these 
people would fain be thought devils, though they 
really are not, it is but just they should be really made 
as much devils as they pretended to be, or that Satan 
should do himself justice upon them, as he threatened 
to do upon old Parsons, of Clithroe, above mentioned, 
and let ths world know them. 
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CHAPTER XI. 






f divinalion, sorcery, the black art, pa-wawing, 
Mch tike pretenders to devUism; and how 
Devil is, or is not, concerned in them. 

Tbocgh I am writing the history of the Devil, I have 
not undertaken to do the like of all the kinds of people, 
male or female, who set Tip for devils in the world- 
This would be a task for the Devil indeed, and fit only 
for him to undertake; for their number is, and has 
been, prodigious great ; andmay, with his other legions, 
be ranked among the iniuimerable. 

What a world do we inhabit ! where there is not 
only with us a great roaring-lion-devil daily seeking 
whom of us he may devour, and innumerable millions 
of lesser devils hovering in the whole atmosphere over 
us, nay, for aught we know, other millions always in- 
visibly moving about us, and perhaps in us, or at least 
in many of us ; but that have, besides all these, a vast 
many counterfeit hocus-pocus-devils ; human devils, 
who are visible among us, of our own species and fra- 
ternity, conversing with us upon all occasions; who 
like mountebanks set up their stages in every town, 
chat with us at every tea-table, converse with us in 
every coffee-house, and impudently tell us to our faces, 
that they are devils, boast of it, and use a thousand 
tricks and arts to make us believe it too, and that too 
often with success. 

It must be confessed there is a strong propensity in 
man's nature, especially the more ignorant part of 
mankind, to resolve every strange thing, or whether 
really strange or no, if it be but strange to us, into 
devilism, and to say everything is the Devil, that they 
can give no account of. 

Thus the famous doctors of the faculty at Paria, 

when John Faustus brouglit the first printed books 

that had then been seen in the world, or at least seem 

there, into the city, and sold them for manuscripts^ 

^they were suiprised at the performance, and questionef 
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Faustus about it; but he afflrming they were 
scripts, and that he kept a great mauy clerks employi 
to write them, Uiey were sal sfied for a while. 

But looking farther into the work, tliey observed tl 
exact agreement of every book, one with anotlier, ih 
every Une stood in the same place, every page a 111 
number of lines, ev£ry line a like number of word 
if a. word was misspelt in one, it was misspelt also \\ 
all; nay, that if there was a blot in one, it was ali' 
in all ; they began again to muse, how this should t __ 
In a word, the learned divines, not being able to pota* 
preliend the thing (and that was always sufficient,) 
concluded it must be the Devil; that it was done by 
magic and witchcraft ; and that, in short, poor Faus- 
tus (who was indeed nothing but a mere printer) det^, 
with the Devil. 

N. B- John Faustus was servant, or joumeyms 
or compositor, or what you please lo call it, to Kosi 
of Harlem, the first inventor of printing; and havi 
printed the psalter, sold them at Paris, as manuscript 
because, as such, they yielded a better price. 

But the learned doctors, not being able to unds^ 
stand how the work was performed, concluded as 
above, it was all the Devil, and that the man was a 
witch; accordingly they took him up for a magician, 
and a conjurer, and one that worked by the black art; 
that is to say, by the help of the Devi!; and, in a 
word, they threatened to hang him for a witch; and, 
in order to it, commenced a process against him in 
their criminal courts, which made such a noise in the 
world, as raised the fame of poor John Faustus to a 
frightful height, till at last he was obliged, for fear of 
the gallows, to discover the whole secret to them. 

N. B. This is the true original of the famous Dr. 
Faustus or Foster, of whom we have believed such 
strange things, as that it is become a proverb, as great 
as the Devil and Dr. Foster. Whereas poor Faustus 
was no doctor, and knew no more of the Devil than 
another body. 

Thus the magistrates of Bern, in Switzerland, find- 
ing a gang of French actors of puppet-show opened 
their stage in thi town, upon hearing the surprising 
accounts which the people gave of their wonderful 
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puppets, liow they made them speak, answer ques- 
tions, and discour^, appear and disappear in a mo- 
meiit, pop up here, aa if they rose out of the earth, 
aud down there, as if they vanished, and abundance 
more feats of art, censured them as demons; aod, if 
they had not packed tip their trinkets, and disappeared, 
almost as dexterously as their puppets, they had c;er- 
tainly condemned the poor puppets to the Hames for 
Devils, and censured, if not otherwise punished, theii 
masters. See the Count de Rochforl's Memoirs, p. 179. 

Wonderful operations astonish the mind, especially 
where the head is not overburdened with brains; and 
custom has made it so natural to give the Devil either 
the honor or scandal of everything, that we cannot 
otherwise account for, that it is not possible to put the 
people out of the road of it, I 

The magicians were, in the Chaldean monarchy, I 
called the wise men ; and though they are joined with 
the sorcerers and astrologers in the same place, Dao. 
ii. 2, yet they were generally so understood among 
those people ; but in our language we understand them 
to be people that have an art to reveal secrets, inter- 
pret dreams, foretell events, &c., and that use enchant- 
ments and sorceries ; by all which we understand the 
same thing; which now in a more vulgar way we ex- 
press by one general coarse expression, dealing with 
the Devil. 

The scriptnre s[waks of a spirit of divination, Acts 
xvi. 16. "and a wench that was possessed by this 
spirit brought her master much gain by soothsaying;" 
that is to say, according to the learned, by oracling, or 
answering questions ; whence you will see in the mar- 
gin, that this soothsaying Devil is there called Python, 
that is, Apollo, who is often called Python, and who 
at the oracle of Delphos gave out such answers, and 
double entendres, aa this wench possibly did ; and 
hence all those spirits which were called spirits of divi- 
nation, were in another sense called Pythons. 

Now when the apostle St. Paul came to see this 
creature, this spirit takes upon it to declare, that i 
those men, meaning St. Paul and Timotheua, were t' 
servants of the Most High God, which showed lu 
a the w»y of salvatior^ This was a good turn a 
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the Davil, to preserve his authority in the possesseci^l 
girl; she brought them gain by soothsaying ; that i« | 
to say, resolving difficult questions, answering doubts, , 
interpreting dreams, &c. Among these doubts, h« ] 
makes her give testimony to Paul and Timotheus, to J 
wheedle in with the new Christians, and perhaps,, I 
(though very ignoraiitly,) even with Paul and Timo-^l 
theus themselves, ^ to give a kind of credit and re-. I 
spect to her for speaking. 1 

But the Devil, who never speaks truth, but with I 
some sinister end, was discovered here, and detected ;,| 
his flattering rccognitiah not accepted, and he himself J 
unkennelled as he deserved; there the Devil was ovesj 
shot in his own bow again. 

Here now was a real possession, and the evil spirit* 
who possessed her, did stoop to sundry little acts of I 
servitude, that we could give little or no reason Ibrfiil 
only that the girl's master might get money by herj- 1 
but perhaps this was a particular case, and prepared 
to honor the authority and power ihe apostles had over 
evil spirits. 

Bui we find these things carried a great way farther 
in many cases; ihat is lo say, where the parties are 
thus really possessed ; namely, the Devil makes agents 
of the possessed parties to do many things for the pro- 
pagating his interest and kingdom, and particularly 
for the carrying on his dominion in the world. But 1 
am for the present not so much upon the real posses- 
sion as Ihe pretended; and particularly we have had 
many that have believed themselves possessed, when, 
the Devil never believed it of them, and perhaps kne^ 
them heller; some of these are really poor devils, 1 
be pitied, and are what I call diubles imaginaires _ 
these have, notwithstanding, done ihe Devil good ser- 
vice, and brought their masters good gain by sooth- 
saying. 

We find possessions acknowledged in scripture to 
be really and personally the Devil, or according to the 
text, legions of devils in the plural. The Devil, or 
devils rather, which possessed the man among the 
tombs, is positively affirmed to be ihe Devil, in the 
scripture; all the evangelists agree in calling him so, 
and his very works show il ; namely, the mischief ha 
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did, as well lo the poor creature among llie lomhs, who 
was made ao fierce, that he was the terror of all the 
country, as to the herd of swine, and lo the country in 
the loss of them. 

I might preach you a lecture here of the Devil's ter- h 
ror upon the approach of our Saviour, the dread of hi« a 
government, and how he acknowledged that there wai 
a time for his torment, which was not yet come. " AfI 
thou come lo torment us before our time'.'" It is evi-^ 
dent the devils apprehended that Christ would chaini 
them up before the day of judgment ; and thereforar-J 
some think the Devil here, being, as it were, caught 
out of his due bounds, possessing the poor man in 
such a furious manner, was afraid, and petitioned 
Christ not to chain him up for it, and as the text says, 
" They besought him to suffer them to go away," &c.j 
that is to say, wheu they say, "Art thou come to tor- 
ment us before the lime!" the meaning is, they begged 
he would not cast them into torment before the lime 
which was already fixed; but that, if he would cast 
them out of [he man, he would let them go away, iSlc. 

The evangehsi St. Luke says, the devils besought 
him, that he would not command them to go out into^ 
the deep. Our learned annotators think that part irl 
not rightly rendered ; adding, that they do not believft' J 
the Devil fears drowning; but with submission, I be-vJ 
lieve the meaning is, that they would not be confinedj 
to the vast ocean, where no inhabitants being to ba 1 
seen, they would be effectually imprisoned and tied'-B 
down from doing mischief, which would be an hell to 
them; as to their going into the swine, that might af- 
ford us some allegory; but I am not disposed to jest 
with the scripture; no nor with the Devil neither, far- i 
ther than needs must. j 

It is evident the Devil makes use of very mean in- J 
struments sometimes, such as the damsel posi 
with a spirit of divination, and several others. 

I remember a story, how true I know not, of a weak J 
creature, next door to an idiot, who was established ia'.l 
the country for an oracle, and would tell people strange- r 
things that should be, long before they came to pass; 
when people were sick, would tell them whether they 
should Jive or die; if people were married, tell how 
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many children ihey shoiiid have; and an huudrei 
■uch things as filled the people with admiration; am 
they were the easier bronght to believe that the girl' 
was possessed ; but then they were divided about her 
loo, and that was the finest spun thread the Devi' 
could work, for he carried a great point in it ; somi 
said she had a good spirit, and some a bad ; soini 
said she was a prophetess, and some that she was thi 
Devil. 

Now, had I been there to decide the question, 
should certainly have given it for the latter ; if it wei 
only upon this accoimt; namely, that the Devil hai 
often found fools very necessary agents for the propi 
gating his interest and kingdom, but we never km 
the good spirits do so; on the other hand, it does i 
seem likely that Heaven should deprive a poor crea- 
ture of its senses, and as it were lake her soul froj 
her, and then make her an instrument of instrnciii 
to others, and an oracle to declare its decrees by; thi 
does not seem to be rational. 

But as far as this kind of divination is in use in oi 
days, yet I do not find room to charge the Devil with' 
making any great use of fools, unless il be such as he 
has particularly qualified for his work ; for as to idiots 
and naturals, they are perfectly useless to him; but a 
sort of fools called the Magi, indeed we have somrf, 
reason to think he often works with. 

We are not arrived at a certainly yet, in the settlini 
this great point; namely, what magic is^ whether i 
diabolical art, or a branch of the mathematics? Out 
most learned Lexicon Technicum is of the latter opinion; 
and gives the magic square, and the magic lantern, two" 
terms of art. 

The magic square is when numbers in arithmetical 
proportion are disposed into such parallels, or equal 
ranks, as that the sums of each row as well diagonally 
as laterally shall be all equal; for example, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Place these nine in a square of three, 
they will directly and diagonally make 18. Thus, 

This he calls the magic square, but 
gives no reason for the term, nor any ac- 
count of what infernal operations are 
wrought by this concurrence of the num- 
24 J 
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re lepreseoted, on a wbQ in tbe dark,' 
away pbaatssow, *ad fethble a{^eanitcm, but do 
Der'd u all dut; onlj thu ibey an takai for tbe 
«decu of magic, by UtMe that arc ooC acqoakited with 
the MCteL 

All ihis ia dooe by the fa«Ip of eerenl little painted 
piece* cd' glass, ooly ao and so situated, placed in cer- 
laia oppoaiiiogi to one anoiber, and painted with dif- 
leseat ogares, Ibe n»ost fonnidable being placed ft ^~ 
most, ai^ such as are most capable of terrifying 
spectators; and by tfais all the figures maybe rej 
sealed upon tbe opposite wall, in the largest size. 

1 cannot but take ootioe, that Ihis very piece of 
optic deltuioQ seems too much akin to xhe mock pos- 
•estions, and infernal accomplishments, which most 
of the posseaatODists of this age pretend lo, so that they 
are most of them mere phantasms and appearances, 
and no more. Hot is the spirit of dirination, the 
magic, and necroraancing, and other arts which were 
called diabolical, found to be of any use in modem 
praclice; at least, in these parts of the world ; but the 
Devil Becms to do most of his work himself, and by 
shorter methods; for he basso complete an influence 
among those ihal he now lists into his service, that he 
brings all the common aifairs of mankind into a nar- 
rower compass in his management, with a dexterity 
peculiar lo himself, and by which he carries on his in- 
terest silently and surely, much more to tlie detriment 
of virtue and good government, and consequently 
much more to his satisfaction, than ever he did before. 

'I'hete is a kind of magic or sorcery, or what else 
you may please to call it, which, though unknown to 
us, is yet, it seems, alill very much encouraged by the 
Devil; hut this is a great way off, and in countries 
where the politer instruments, which he finds here, are 
not to be liad; namely, among the Indians of North 
America. Tliis is called pa-wawbig, and they have 
tlieir divines, which they call pa-waws, or witches, 
who use strange gestures, distortions, horrid smokes, 
burnings and scents, and several such things which 



the sorcerers and witches in ancient times are said 1 . 
use in casting nativities, in pliHtres, and in deterniiW 
ing, or, as they pretended, directing, the fate of [ 
sons; by burning sccli and such herbs and roots, sntil 
as hellebore, wormwood, storas, devil wort, 
drake, nightshade, and abundance more such, whi«i 
are called noxious plants, or the product of noxiol 
plants, also melting such and such minerals, gum 
and poisonous things, and by several hellish muUe| 
ings and markings over them; the like do these f ' 
waws ; and the Devil is pleased, it seems (or 
milled,) to fall in with these things, and as some p 
pie think, appears often to them for their assislan* 
upon those occasions. 

But be that as it will, he is eased of all that trouM 
here ; he can pa-icaw here himself, without their ai^ 
and, having laid them all aside, he negotiates much a 
his business without ambassadors ; he is his own pie* 
ipotentiary; for he finds mau so easy to eome at, aoi' 
so easy when he is come at, that he stands i 
need of secret emissaries, or at least not so much as Bft-^ 
used to do. 

Upon the whole, as the world, withm the compass 
of a few past years, is advanced in all kinds of knowl- 
edge and arts, and every useful branch of what they 
knew before improved, and innumerable useful part 
of knowledge, which were concealed before, i 
covered; why should we think the Devil alone shoal 
stand at a stay, has taken no steps to his farther e ' 
complishment, and made no useful discc 
way ? That he alone should stand at a stay, and 1 
just the same unimproved devil that he was beforS'l^ 
No, no, as the world is improved every day, and every 
age is gro\vn wiser and wiser than their fathers ; so, 
no doubt, he ha?bestirred himself too, in order to an 
increase of knowledge and discovery, and that he finl^_ 
every day a nearer way to go to work with mankia 
than he had before. 

Besides, as men in general seem to have alter* 
Iheir manner, and that ihey move in an higher and' 
more exalted sphere, especially as to vice and virtue; 
so the Devil may have been obliged to change hia 
measures, and alter his way of working; particuiarly 
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01OSG things which would take in farmer tinaes, 
which K stupid age would come easily into, will uot go 
down with us now. As ihe taste of vice and virtue 
alters, the Devil is forced to bait his hook with nevr 
compositions; the very thing called temptation is al- 
terecl in its natnre; and ilia t which served to delude 
our ancestors, whose gross conceptions of things caused 
them (o be manageable with less art, will not do now: 
the case is quite altered ; in some things, perhaps, as 1 
hinted above, we come into crime with ease, and may 
be led by a finger; but when we come to a more re- 
fined way of sinning, which our ancestors never under- 
stood, other and more refined politics must be made 
use of; and the Devil has been put upon many useful 
projects and inventions, to make many new discoveries 
and experiments to carry on his alfairs; and, to speak 
impartially, he is strangely improved, either in knowl- 
edge or expcrimeni, within these few years; he has 
found out a great many new inventions to shorten his 
own labor, and carry on his business in the world cur- 
rently, which he never was master of before, or at 
least we never knew he was. 

No wonder then that he has changed hands too, and 
that he has left ofi' pa-wawing in these parts of the 
world ; that we don't find our houses disturbed as they 
used to be, and the stools and cliairs walking about 
out of one room into another, as formerly ; that chil- 
dren do not vomit crooked pins, and rusty stub-nails, 
as of old ; the air is not full of noises, nor the church- 
yard full of hobgoblins; ghosts do not walk about in 
winding-sheets, and the good old scolding wives visit 
and plague their husbands after they are dead, as they 
did when they were ahve. 

The age is grown too wise to be agitated by these 
dull scare-crow things which their forefathers were 
tickled with ; Satan has been obliged to lay b^ his 
puppet-shows, and his tumblers; those things'are 
grown stale; his morrice-dancing Devils, his mounte- 
banking and quacking, will not do now ; those things, 
as they may be supposed to be very troublesome to 
him (and but that he has servants-enough would be 
chargeable too,) are now of no great use in the new 
maaagement of his afiairs. 
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In a word, men are too much devils themselves, in 
the sense that I have called them so, to be frighted 
wilh such little, low-priced appearances as these ; Ihey 
are better acquainted with the old archangel than so, 
and they seem to tell him they must be treated after 
another manner, and that then, as they are good- 
natured and tractable, he may deal with'lhem on bet- 
ter terras. 

Hence tlie Devil goes to work with mankind a much 
shorter way ; for, instead of the art of wheedling arid 
whining, together with the laborious part of tricking 
and sharping, hurrying and driving, frighting and ter- 
rifying, all which the Devil was put to the trouble 
of before; in short, he acts the Grand Manner, as 
the architects call it (I don't know whether our Free- 
masons may understand the word ; and therefore I 
may hereafier explain it, as it is to be diabolically as 
well as mathematically understood.) 

At present my meaning is, he acts with them imme- 
diately and personally by a magnificent transformation, 
making them mere devils to themselves, upon all need- 
ful occasions, and devils to one another too, wheuevM ] 
he (Satan) has need of their service. 

This way of embarking mankind in the Devil's pat^ 
licularengagement, is really very modern ; and tliougf 
the Devil himself mayhave been long acquainted wi^ 
the method, and as 1 have heard, began to practise il 
towards the close of the Roman empire, when men btf 
^n to act upon very polite principles, and were capifi 
We of the most refined wickedness, and aHerwanfi 
with some popes, who likewise were a kind of churt^ 
devils, such as Satan himself could hardly expect f 
find in the world ; yet 1 do not find that he was ev( 
able to bring it into practice, at least so universally a 
he does now. But now the case is altered, and, m&. 
being generally more expert in wickedness than th^ 
were formerly, they suffer the smaller alteration of thi 
species, in being transmigrated ; in a word, they turti 
into devils, with no trouble at all hardly, either to thi 
Devil, or to themselves. 

How many mad fellows appear among us every daj^ 

in the critical juncture of their transmigration, jnsf 

when they have so much of the man left as lo I" 

24* 
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known by tlieir names, and enoiigti of the Devil takott 
up lo settle iheir characlers! This easiness of ths 
Devil's access to these people, and the great conve- 
nience it is to him in his general business, is a. proof to 
me that he has no more occasion for diviners, magi- 
cians, sorcerers, and whatever else we please to call 
those people who were formerly so great with him: for 
what occasion has he to employ devils and wizards Ic 
confound mankind, when he is arrived to snch a per- 
fection of art as to bring men at least in these parts 
of the world, to do it all themselvesf Upon this ac- 
count we do not find any of the old sorcerers and 
viners, magicians or wilches, appear among us; 
that the Uevil might not be as well able lo emph 
snch people as formerly, and qualify them for iho ei 
ployment loo, but that really lher« is no need of them 
hereabout, the Devil having a shorter way, and man* 
kind being much more easily possessed; not the old 
herd of swine were sooner agitated, though there were 
full two thousand of them together ; nature has opened 
the door, and the Devil has egress and regress at plea^ 
sure, 60 that the witches and diviners arc quite out 
the question. 

Nor let any man be alarmed at this alteration in ll 
case, as it stands between mankind and the Devil, am 
think the Devil, having gained so much ground, may 
in time, by encroachment, come to a general posses- 
sion of the whole race, and so we should all come to 
be devils incarnate ; I say, let us not be alarmed ; for 
Satan does not get these advantages by encroachment, 
and by his infernal power or art ; no, not at all ; but it 
is the man himself does it, by his indolence and negli- 
gence on one hand, and his complaisance to the Devil 
on the other; and both ways he, as it were, opens the 
door to him, beckons him with his very hand to come 
in, and the Devil has nothing to do but enter and take 
possession. Now, if it be so, and man is so frank to 
him; you know the Devil is no fool, not lo take the 
advantage when it is offered him ; and therefore it is 
no wonder if the consequences which I liave been just 
now naming follow. 

Bui let no man he discouraged by this, from re- 
assuming hie natural and religious powers, and ven- 
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tuiing to shut iho Devil out; for the case is plain, 1 
may be shut out; the soul is a strong castle, and 1 
a good garrison placed wiihiu, to defend it ; if the g 
rison behave well, and do their duty, it is impregnn 
ble, and the cowardly Devil must raise his siege aiM 
begone; nay, he must fly, or, as we call it, make I ' 
escape, lest he be laid by the heels ; that is, lest I 
weakness be exposed, and all his lurking, lying- 
ambuscade tricks. This part would bear a great eii^ 
largement; but I have not room to be witty upon hiroiji 
60 you must take it in the gross, the Devil lies at Blyi 
Bush, as our country people call it, to watch your 
coming out of your hold; and, if you happen to go 
abroad unarmed, he seizes upon and masters you with 
ease. 

Unarmed ! you will say ; what arms should I tak^ 
■• what fence against a flail 't What weapons can a ma} 
take to fight the Devil 1 I could tell you what to figl 
him with, and what you might fright him with ; 
the Devil is to b". frighted with several things besidtf 
holy water; but it is loo serious for you, aud y»u w^ 
tell me I am a-preaching and a-canting, and the lik||( 
so I must let the Devil manage you, rather than dit 
please you with talking scripture and religion. 

Well, but may not the Devil be fought with soi 
his own weapons'! Is there no dealing with him in a 
way of human nature? This would require along 
answer, and some philosophy might be acted, or at 
least imitated, and some magic, perhaps; for they tell-- 
us, there are spells to draw away even the Devil hi^ 
self; as in some places they nail horseshoes upon ibi 
threshold of the door to keep him out ; in other plao*;'' 
old pieces of flint, with so many holes, and so man 
corners, and the like. But I must answer in the nej^ 
ative; I don't know what Satan might be scared at ij 
those days; but he is either grown cunninger s 
bolder; for he values none of those things now. 
question much whether he would value St. Dunsla] 
and his red-hot tongs, if be was to meet him 
St. Francis, or any of the saints, no, not the host itsE 
in full procession; and therefore, though you do nQ4 
care I should preach, yet, in short, if you are afraid b " 
should charge upon you and attack you, if you v ' 
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not make nsc of the scripture weapons I should hai 
mentioucd, and which you may hear of, if you imiuit' 
at Eph. vi. 16, you must look for better where ydj 
thiuk you can find them, ' 

But to go on with my work, the Devil, 1 say, is ng 
to be scared with raaukins, nor does lie employ his oH 
instruments, but does much of his work himself witf"* 
out instruments. 

And yet I must enter a caveat here too against beii^ 
misunderstood in my saying ihe Devil stands in a 
need of agents ; for when I speak so, I am to be (akel 
in a limited sense ; I do not say he needs them ndi 
where, but only that he does not need ihera in thag| 
polite parts of the world which I have been speakii^_ 
of, and perhaps not much here; hut in many remote" 
countries it is otherwise still ; the Indians of America 
are particularly said to have witches among them, as 
well in those countries where the Spaniards, and the 
English, and other notions have planted themselves, 
as amongst those where the European nations seldom 
come; for example, the people of Canada; that is, of 
the countries under the French government of Quebec, 
the Esquimaux, and other northern climates, have ma- 
gicians, wizards, and witches, whom they call Pilloatas, 
or Pillotoas. These pretend they speak intimately and 
familiarly with the Devil, and receive from him the 
knowledge of things to come; all which, by the way, 
I take to be little more than this; that these fellows, 
being a little more cunning than the rest, think that, 
by pretending to something more than human, they 
shall make the stronger impressions on the ignorant 
people ; as Mahomet amused the world with his pigeon, 
using it to pick peas out of his ear, and persuaded Ihe 
people it brought him superior revelations and inspir- 
ations from Paradise. 

Thus these Piiiotoas, gaining an opinion among the 
people, behave like so many mountebanks of hell, pre- 
tending to understand dark things, cure diseases, 
practise surgery, physic, and necromancy, all together. 
I will not say, but Satan may pick out such tools to 
work with, and I believe does in those parts; hut I 
think he has found a nearer way to the wood with nsj 
" ' that is infficient to my present purpose. 
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Some would persuade me, the Devil had a great 
hand in the lale religious breaches in France, among 
ihe clergy; namely, about the Pope's Constilutioti 
Unigeniiits ; and that he made a fair atlempt to set 
the t|ope and the Galilean church together by tha 
ears ; for they were all just npon the point of breaking 
out into a church-war, that, for aught we knew, 
might have gone farther than the Devil himself 
cared it should. Now 1 am of the quite contrary 
opinion. 1 believe the Devil really did not make the 
breach, but rather healed it, for fear it should have 
gone so far among them as to have set them all ii 
flame, and have opened the door to the return of the 
Hugonots again, which it was in a fair way to havo 
done. 

I might anticipate all your objections, by granting 
the busy Devil is at this time employing all his agents 
and instruments (for I never told you they were idle 
and useless) in striving to inflame the Christian world, 
and bring a new war to overspread Europe ; I might, 
perhaps, point out to you some of the measures he 
takes, the provocatives which his stale -physician 8 
administer to the courts and counsellors of princes, to 
foment and ferment the spirits and members of nations, 
kingdoms, empires and states, in the world, in order to 
bring these glorious ends of blood and war to pass ; for 
you cannot think but he that knows so much of the 
Devil's afi'airs, as to write his history, must know 
something of all these matters more than those that do 
not know so much as he. 

But all this is remote to the present case; for this is 
no impeachment of Satan's new methods with man- 
kind, in this part of the world, and in his private and 
separate capacity; all this only signifies, that in his 
more general and national affairs, the Devil acts still 
by his old methods ; and when he is to seduce or em- 
broil nations, he, like other conquerors, subdues them 
by armies, employs mighty squadrons of devils, and 
sends out strong detachments, with generals and gen- 
eralissimos to lead them, some to one part of the 
world, some to another; some to influence one nation, 
some to manage and direct another, according aa 
business presents, and his occasions require, lliat hil 
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f may be carried on currently, and to his sad 

n. 
pif it were not thus, but that the Devil by liis 
I exquisite management, of which I have said 
hch, had brought mankind in general li> be theagi 
f Iheir own mischiefs, and that the world were so 
I beck, thai he need but command them to go ai 
Eght, declare war, raise armies, destroy cities, kii 
doms, countries, and people: the world would bti' 
field of blood indeed, and all things would run i 
lonfusion presently. 
^But this is not the case at all; Heaven has not 

I the government of the creation to his subdtl 
hemy, the Devil; that would overturn the whole s; 
tem of God, and give Satan more power, than ever 
was, or will be vested with. When, therefore, I speak 
of a few forward wretches in our day, who are so warm 
in their wickedness, that they anticipate the DeTiI, 
save him the trouble to tempt, turn devils to them- 
selves, and gallop heilward faster than he drives; I 
speak of them as single persons, and acting in thew 
own personal and private capaciiy; but when I si ' 
of nations and kingdoms, there the DeVil 
to go on in the old road, and act by stratagem, 
his proper machinery, and to make use of all his _ 
and all his agents, just as he has done in all age^ 
from the beginning of his politic government to this 
day. 

And if it was not thus too, what would become of 
all his numberless legions, of which all ages have 
heard so much, and all parts of the world have had so 
much fatal experience ? They would seem to be quite 
out of employment, and be rendered useless in the 
world of spirits, where it is to be supposed they reside; 
not the Devil himself could find any business for 
them, which, by the way, to busy and mischievous 
spirits, as they are, would be an hell to them, even 
before their time ; they would be, as it were, doomed 
to a state of inactivity, which we may suppose was 
one part of their expulsion from blessedness, and the 
creation of man ; or as they were for the surprising 
interval between the destruction of mankind by the 
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^eand Noah's cniniiig out of the ark, when iodeettt J 
lhey"might be said to have nothing at all to do, f 

But this is not Satan's case ; and therefoie let me J 
teil you too, ttiat you may not think I treat the cas^l 
with more levity ihau I really do, and than I am sure LI 
intend to do ; though it is too tnte, that our modern an((l 
modisli sinners have arrived to more exquisite ways of )■ 
being wicked than their fathers, and really seem, as t>l 
have said, to need no devil to tempt them; nay, tba|,l 
they do Satan's work for him as to others also, an^il 
make themselves devils to their neighbors, tempting f 
others to crime even faster than the Devil desires themj,] 
running before they are sent, and going the Devil'»(f 
errands gratis ; by which means, Satan's work is, a% 
to them, done to his hand, and they may be said l^ 
save him a great deal of trouble; yet after all, thi^l 
Devil has still a great deal of business upon his baitd^ 
and as well himself, as all his legions, find ihemselvejl 
a full employment in disturbing the world, and opposq 
ing the glory and kingdom of their great Superio;^ 
whose kingdom it is their whole business, howevejrJ 
vain in its end, to overthrow and destroy, if they werfl 
able, or at least to endeavor it. 

This being the case, it follows of course, that theffl 
general mischiefs of mankind, as well national and W 
public, as family mischiefs, and even personal (except,! 
as before excepted,) lie all still at the Devil's door, aft,l 
much as ever, let his advocates bring him off it, iCM 
they can. And this brings us back again to the man-ijl 
ner of the Devil's management, and the way of ha|l 
working by human agents, or, if you will, the way ot I 
human devils working, in affairs of low life, such a^fl 
we call divination, sorcery, black art, necromancy, an jjl 
the like; all which I take to consist of two materia^. T 
parts, and both very necessary for us to be rightly in- 
formed of, 

1. The part which Satan by himself, or his inferioj, | 
devils, empowers such people to do, as he is in con- 
federacy with here on earth, to whom he may he said, , I 
like the master of an opera or comedy, to give their^l 
part to act, and to qualify them to act it; whether h^il 
obliges them to a rehearsal in his presence, to try thoir.^4 
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talents, and see what Ihey are capable of performinj 
ihat indeed I have not inquired into. 

2. That part which these empowered people ( 
volunteer, or beyond their commission, to show ihei 
diligence iu the service of their now master ; and eitbetd 
1. To bring grist to their own mill, and make thef 
market of their employment in the best manner (hff^ 
can; or, 2. To gain applause, be admired, woii 
dered at, and applauded, as if they were ten timel 
more devils than really they are. 

In a. word, the matter consists of what the Deri 
does by the help of those people, and what they do b 
his name without him. The Devil is sometime 
cheated in his own business. There are pretenders C 
witchcraft and black art, whom Satan never mada 
any bargain with, but whom he connives at, because 
at least they do his cause no harm, though their 
business is rather to get money, than to render him 
any service ; of which I gave you a remarkable iii4^ 
stance before. 

But to go back to his real agents, of which I reckoi 
two: 

1. Those who act by direction and confederacy, as 
I have said already many do. 

8. Those whom he acts in and by, and they perhaps 
know it not; of which sort history gives us plenty of 

examples, from Maehiavel's first disciple to the 

famous Cardinal Alberoni, and even lo some more 
modern than his eminence, of whom I can say i 
till farther occasion offers. 

1. Those who act by immediate direction of tha 
Devil, and in confederacy with him. These are sucl^ 
as I mentioned in the beginning of this chapter, whose- 
arts are truly black, because really infernal. It will 
be very hard to decide the dispute between those who 
really act thus, in confederacy with the Devil, and 
those who only pretend to it; so I shall leave ihat 
dispute where I found it. But that there are, or at 
least have been, a set of people in Ihe world, who 
really are of his acquaintance, and very intimate with 
him; and though, as I liavc said, he has much altered 
his schemes, and changed hands, of late; yet that 
such people, perhaps of all sorts ; and that 
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the Devil keeps up his correspondence with ihem; 
must not venture to deny that part, lest I bring npoo I 
me the whole- posse of the conjuring and bewitching I 
crew, male and f«male, and they should mob me for I 
pretending to deny them the honor of dealing with the I 
Devil, which they are so exceeding willing to have thfl j 
fame of. I 

Not that I am hereby obliged to believe all th»| 
strange things the witches and wizards, who have been I 
allowed to be such, nay, who have been hanged for it, I 
have said of themselves; nay, that they have con- 1 
fessed of themselves, even at the gallows ; and if 1 1 
come to have an occasion to speak freely of the mat- 1 
ter, I may perhaps convince yon, that the Devil's pos^l 
eessing power is much lessened of late ; and that iwM 
either is limited, and his fetter shortened more than iiM 
has been, or that he does not find the old way, as 11 
said before, so fit for his purpose as he did formerly^ " 
and therefore takes other measures. But I must ad-', 
journ that to a time and place by itself. But we aWI 
told, that there are another sort of people, and, perhaps, " 
a great many of them too, in whom, and by whooi] 
the Devil really acts, and they know it not. 

It would take np a great deal of time and room, too 
much for this place, so near the close of this work, to 
describe and mark out the involuntary devils which 
there are in the world ; of whom it may be truly said, 1 
that really the Devil is in them, and they know it not.! 
Now, though the Devil is cunning and managing, andil 
can be very silent, where he finds it for his interest not; I 
to be known ; yet it is very hard for him to conceal f 
himself, and to give so little disturbance in the housey 1 
as that the family should not know who lodged in ibl 
Yet, I say, the Devil is so subtle and so mischievoUH 
an agent, that he uses all manner of methods and craf^ I 
to reside in such people as he finds for his purpose, I 
whether they will or no; and which is more, whether 4 
they know it or no. J 

And let none of my readers be angry, or think iheiO' ^ 
selves ill used, when I tell them, the Devil may be in 
them, and may act them, and by them, and they not 
know it; for 1 must add, it may, perhaps, be one of 
.tiie greatest pieces of human wisdom in the worl d, fag 
— ^ 86 -*-^ 
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a man to know when the Devil is in him, and wh4 

when h« is a tool and agent of heil, aud when b 

is net; in a word, when lie is doing the Devil's woq 

under his direction, and whon not. 
,lt is true, this is a very weighty point, and i 

■xve to be handled in a more serious way thai 
im to be talking in all this book. Uiit give i 
teave to talk of things my own way; and witbat, I 
tell you that there is no part of this work so seemiogi 
ludicrous, but a grave and well-^weighed mind i 
make a serious and solid application of it, if tlu, 
please; nor is there any part of this work, in which a 
clear sight, and a good sense may not see, that the 
author's design is, that they should do so; and, as 
~ am now so near the end of my book, 1 thought it 

meet to tell you so, and lead you to it as far as 

I. 
I say, it is a great part of human wisdom, to know 
when the Devil is acting in us and by us, and when 
the next, and still greatest part, would be, to 
prevent him, put a stop to his progress, bid him go 
about his business, and let him know, he should carry 
on his designs no farther in that manner ; tliat we will 
be his tools no longer ; in short, to turn him out of 
doors, and bring a stronger power to take possession. 
"lilt this, indeed, is too solid a subject, and too great 
begin with here. 

"m now, as to the bare knowing when he is at 
th us, I say, this, though it is considerable, 
may be done, nor is it so difficult; for example, you 
have no more to do, buc look a little more into the 
microcosm of the soul, and see there, how the passioos 
which are the blood, and the affections, which are die 
spirits, move in their particular vessels; how they cir- 
culate, and in what temper the pulse beats there, and 
you may easily see who turns the wheel. If a perfect 
calm possesses the soul ; if peace and temper prevail, 
and the mind feels no tempests rising ; if the affections 
are regular, and exalted to virtuous and sublime ob- 
jects, the spirits cool, and the mind sedate ; the man is 
in a general rectitude of mind ; he may be truly said 
to be his own man ; Heaven shines upon his soul with 
its benign influences, and he is out of the reach of tl 
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evil spirit ; for the divine spirit is an influence of peace, 
all cairn and bright, happy and sweet, like itself, and 
tending to everything that is good, both present and 
future. 

But, on the other hand, if at any time the mind i 
ruflSed; if vapors rise, clouds gather; if passions swell* 
the breast ; if anger, envy, revenge, hatred, wraih, strife, ' 
if these, or any of these, hover over yon ; much more, ! 
if you feel them within yon; if the affections are pos-' ' 
sessed, and the soul hurried down the stream to em-'l 
brace low and base objects; if those spiriis, which are J 
the life and enlivening powers of the soul, are drawn*' 
olf to parties, and to be engaged in a vicious and cor-' 
rupt manner, shooting out wild and wicked desires, and:! 
running the man headlong into crime; the case ia "^ 
easily resolved, the man is possessed, the Devil is in'' 
him; and, having taken the fort, or at least the coun^*^ 
lerscarp and out-works, is making his lodgment toi^ 
r and secure himself in his hold, that he may not"^ 



Nor can he be easily dispossessed, when he has gotn 
such hold as this; and it is no wonder, that being^H 
lodged thus upon the out-works of the soul, he 
continues to sap the foundation of the rest ; and by hit A 
incessant and furious assaults, reduces the man at lastH 
to a surrender. 

If the allegory be not as just and apposite as yov i 
would have it be, you may, however, see by it, in ttr 
full view, the state of the man, and how the Devil cat-< 
ried on his designs. Nothing is more common, and, I*^ 
believe, there are few thinking minds but may reflect'] 
upon it in their own compass, than for our passionsi'f 
and affections to flow out of Ihe ordinary channel; f4 
the spirits and blood of the sonl lo be extravasated, the*^ 
passions grow violent and outrageous, the affectiona^H 
impetuous, corrupt, and violently vicious. Whence doe^IB 
all this proceed 7 From Heaven we cannot pretend it'J 
comes; if we must not say It is the Devil, whose door|l 
must it Lie at7 Pride swells the passions; avarice*^ 
moves the affections; and what is pride, and what ia 
avarice, but the Devil in the inside of the man ^ ay, as 
personally and really as ever he was in the herd of 
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Let not any man then, who is a slare to his pas* 
Eions, or who is chained dowu to his coretousness, 
prelend to lake it ill, when I say, he has the Devil in 
him, or that he is a devil. What else can it be, and 
how comes it to pass that passion and revenge so often 
-dispossess the man of himself, as 1o lead him to 
commit murder, to lay plots and snares for the Ufa of 
his enemies, and so to thirst for blood'? How comes 
this, but by the Devil's pulling those spirits of the 
soul into so violent a ferment, into a fever, that the 
circulation is precipirated to that degree, and that the 
man too is precipitated into mischief, and at last into 
mini It is all the Devil, though the man does not 
know it. 

In like manner, avarice leads him to rob, plunder 
and destroy, for money, and to commit sometimes the 
worst of violences, to obtain the wicked reward. How 
many have had ttieir throats cut for their money, have 
been murdered on the highway, or in their beds, for 
the desire of what they had? It is the same thine in 
other articles; every vice is the Devil in a man; Inst 
of rule is the Devil of great men ; and that ambition is 

iheir devil, as much as w is Father '9 

devil; one has a devil of one class acting him, one 
another; and every man's reigning vice is a devil to 

Thus the Devil has his involuntary instruments, as 
well as those who act in confederacy with him; he 
has a very great share in many of us, and acts us, 
and in us, unknown to ourselves, though we know 
nothing of it, and indeed though we may not suspect 
it ourselves; like Hazael the Assyrian, who, when the 
prophet told him how he would act the Devil upon 
the poor Israelites, answered with detestation, "Is thy 
servant a dog, that he should do this thing 1" and yet 
he was that dog, and did all those cruel things for al' 
that ; the Devil acting him, or acting in him, to mala 
him wickeder than ever he thought it was possible fi 
him to be. 
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THE CONCLUSION. 



Of the Devits last scene of liberty, and wfuU may k 
supposed to be his end; with what we are to under 
stand of his being tormented for ever and ever. 

As ihe Devil is a. prince of the power of iha air, ! 
kingdom is morral, and must have an end; and as ho*' 
is called the god of this world, thai ia, the great 
usurper of tlie homage and reverence which mankind 
ought of right to pay to their Maker, so his usurpation 
also, like the world itself, must have an end. Satas' ] 
is called the god of the world, as men too much proi 
Irate and prostitute themselves lo him; yet he is r 
the governor of this world ; and therefore the homagi 
and worship he has from ihe world is an itsurpalioilfl 
and this will have an end, because the world itseu 
will have an end; and all mankind, as they had I 
beginning in lime, so must expire, and be removed 
before the end of lime. 

Since then the Devil's empire is to expire, and com 
to an end ; and that the Devil himself, and all his hot 
of devils, are immortal seraphs, spirits that i 
embodied, and cannot die, but are lo remain in beingd 
the question before us next will be, What is to becom 
of himi what is his slate to be? whither is he t 
wander? and in what condition is he to remain lo tbM 
eternity to which he ia still to exist? 

I hope no man will mistake me so much in what 1 
have said as lo spirits, which are all flame, not beinj 
affected with fire, as if I supposed there was no plac 
of punishment for the Devil, nor any kind of punisl; 
ment that could affect them ; and so of our spirits a' 
when transformed into flame. 

I must be allowed to speak there of that material 
fire, by which, as by an allegory, all the terrors of an^ 
eternal stale are represented to us in scripture, and iti 
the writings of ihe learned commentators, and by 
which the pain of sense is described. This, perhaps, 
25* 
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not understand as they seem to do, and therefort 
have said, 

When we are all flame, (that is, all spirit,) we 
shall all fire (that is, all such fire as this) despise. 
And thus I claim lo be understood. 

It does not follow from hence, neither do I suggest,' 
01 so much as think, that infinite power cannot form 
a something (though inconceivable to ua here,^ whicb 
shall be as lormenling, and as insupportable, to a. 
devil, an apostate seraph, and to a spirit, though 
exall^, unembodied, and rarefied into flame, as fire 
would be 10 olher bodies ; in which I think I am 
OTihodox, and do not give the least occasion to an 
enemy to charge me with profane speaking, in those 
words, or to plead for thinking profanely himself. 

It must be atheistical to the last degree, to suggest, 
that whereas the Devil has been heaping up and 
amassing gtiilt ever since the creation of man, increas- 
ing in haired of God, an*d rebellion against him, and 
in all possible endeavor to dethrone and depose the 
majesty of heaven ; that yet Heaven had not prepared, 
or could not prepare, a jnst penalty for him; and that 
it should not all end in God's entire victory over hell, 
and in Satan's open condemnation. Heaven could not 
be just to its own glory, if he shonld not avenge him- ' 
self upon this rebel, for all his superlative wickedness 
in his modern as well as ancient station ; for the blood 
of so many millions of his faithful subjects and saints 
whom he has destroyed ; and, if nothing else offered 
itself to prove this part, it would appear undoubted to 
me. But this, I confess, does not belong to Satan's 
history; and therefore I have reserved it to this place, 
and shall also be the shorter in it. 

That his condition is to be a state of punishment, 
and that by torment, the Devil himself has owned; 
and his calling out to our blessed Lord, when he cast 
him out of the furious man among t!ie tombs, is a ■ 
proof of it; "What have we to do with thee;" and i 
"Art ihou come to torment us before the time?"*' 
(Luke viii. 28,) where the Devil acknowledges four* 
things, and three of ihem are directly to my present 
purpose; and, if you won't believe the word of God, I 
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hope you will believe the Devil, especially when it ii 
an open confession against himself. 

1. He coiifessed Christ to be the Son of God, (thai] 
by the way,) and no thanks to himj for that does ni ~ 
want the Uevil's evidence. 

2. He acknowledges he may be tormented. 

3. He acknowledges Christ was able u> tonni 
him. 

4. He acknowledges that there is a time appoini 
when he shall be tormented. 

As to how, in what manner, and by what means, 
this tormenting the Devil is to be performed or exe- 
cuted, that I take to be as needless to us, as it is im- 
possible, to know; and, not being at present inclined 
to fill your heads and thoughts with weak and imper- 
fect guesses, 1 leave it where I find it. 

It is enough to us, that this torment of the Devil is 
represented to us by fire; it being impossible for our 
confined thoughts to conceive of torment by anythi 
in the world more exquisite. Whence I conclude, tl 
devils shall at last receive a punishment suitable 
their spirituous nature, and as exquisitely tormenting 
as a burning fire would be to our bodies. 

Having thus settled my own belief of this matter, 
and stated it so, as I think will let you see it is rightly 
founded, the matter stands thus : 

Satai., having been let loose to play his game in tl 
world, has improved his time to the utmost ; he hi 
not failed on all occasions to exert his hatred, rag9' 
and malice, at his conqueror and enemy, namely, his 
Maker ; he has not failed, from principles of mere envy 
and pride, to pursue mankind with all possible rancor, 
in order to deprive him of the honor and felicity which 
he was created for, namely, to succeed the Devil and 
his angels in the state of glory from which they fell, 

This hatred of God, and envy at man, having 
broken out in so many several ways in the whole 
series of time from the creation, must necessarily have 
greatly increased his guilt ; and, as Heaven is righteoua 
to judge him, must terminate in an increase of punish- 
ment, adequate to his crime, and sufficient to his 
nature. 

Borne have suggested, that there is yet a time to 
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come, when the Devil shall exert more rage and do 
more mischief ihati ever yet he has been permitted to 
do. Whether he shall break his chain, or be iinchaiiied 
for a time, they cannot tell, nor I either; and it is 
happy for my work, that even this part too does not 
belong to his history. If ever it shall be given an 
account of by mankind, it must be after it is come to 
pass ; for my part is not prophecy of foretelling what, 
the Devil shall do, but history of what he has done. 

Thus, good people, 1 have brought the history 
the Devil down to your own times ; 1 have, as it were, 
raised him for you, and set him in your view, that 
you may know him and have a care of him. 

If any cunninger men among you think they are 
able now to lay him again, and so dispose of him out 
of your sight, that you shall be troubled no more with 
him, either here or hereafter, let them go to work with 
him their own way; you know things future do not 
belong to an historian ; so 1 leave him among you, 
wishing you may be able to give no worse an account 
of him for the time to come, than I have done for the 
time past. 
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pious and useful preachers of hia day. He was 
exceedingly methodical and clear in his arguments 
— his thoughts never confused and mingled toge- 
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thinka, be reasons for himself, and teaches his reader thus to 
obserre, think, and reason. 

THE LIFE 

OF OCR BLESSED LORD AND SATIOCB 

JESUS CHRIST. 

TO WHICH IS ADDKD 

THE LIVES AND SOTTEEIHOS OF HIS HOLT 
EVANGELISTS AND APOSTLES. 



BY KEV. JOHN FLEETWOOD, B.B. 

One Volume 12mo, of 460 pages, with 12 handsome lUiis- 
trations. Arabesque, gilt. FKICE $1.29. 

LEABT & GETZ, Pabliahers. 

Xo. 139 IfoTlh Scand Sireel, PhUadd^ia., 



CHRISTIAN'S LEGACY; 

BIBLE DIRECTOEY. 

BY TOE BEV. WILLUM JACKSOX. 



THB CHRISTTAX'S LEGACY hBvisg gone tbrnngt l«n aditioni, in a 
■hort apue of time, llie nritet bu do olber nputogjr to offer tor the sleTenth 
edttloD tbin » bclidf of iu piotiag as«M to a'l CbiiBluns of bt«I7 denocd- 

DltldD. 

A toTiTlction tbut ■ knowUdge of the Bible, abovii iJI other booke, ii ertl- 
eulsMd " (D maka otii vit /" and that to adTaciage in given to the enemj bj 
not ntlendiug ta oar Lord'a admonitjon, "Scaroh the Seripiura," led to an 
allerapt (a luiit tbe ioqnlrar to hi< "£lHireA" aflsr trutb. 

The deaign ot tbs work i>, Co make the readiag and etad; of the Bol^ 
Scri'plura more cm; and delightful ; espeoinlly to Iboso nbo hare but few 
helps, little lime for itndjing, or are joQog in joara. Theyfna ii new; and 
the H-mngement lo einple, that no one, not even a cbild, need mistake it j 
bat ma;, without kDowlng a nord ot tbe Bible berorebaad, find iibalever the 
Scriptai» contain on an; iDbJeoI^ as readil; a> though be knew the wbole 
Bible b; heart. 

Itii abaDdtomeTolnmeflf 420 (bll pages, printed with good typv, dq dear 
fine white paper ; ii hindiomely bound nnd lettered, nilh a sU-lking Ukeneni 
of the author, and is lold nt the law price of 

ONLY ONE OOLLAR AND TWENTY-FIVE CENTS. 

The first 310 pages contain na many eubjeot^, adnpted to erer; itate and 
condition of the Chrisliau in Life, Death, the Grave, and beyond the grave, 
H8 far aa the Bible goes but no farther; for there ii not a Hclarian eipreaBlan 
to be found in the work. Each page ia complete at itself. 

The lost 11(1 pages contain a oompendium of every book In the Bible, with 
(be hiatory of the several writers, tc. ; together with Che cbiu-iuter of the 
firit ChriatlanB — tbe example — miracles — pBrablea—nnd remarkable disc oaraea 
of Christ — the prophcoiei with (heir fulfillmeut — flgiirative and ayaboiioal 
language ot the Bible, alpbabetioally arranged, with the impart of each word 
—a description of the Jowiab offcrioga ; and the different Seola mentioned in 
the Scriptures — Scriptural difflcultiea accounted for— fate of the Evangeliala 
and Apostlea— Hebrew officea— a PrDnnnncing Dictionary of the "hard 
namiu" in the Old and New Testament, 4o. 

An alphabilieaC Inobi is placed in the farmer part of the book, and by 
consulting which, the reader may readilir find an anener to any queaUon that 
may be asked him by any Bible queation-hooli, or individual : providing, ihat 
It ia a qnastion (bat woald beneOt any one to have ouancred, ia nol lectarian, 
and ia one that the Sihie onu aaawor. 

LEART & G£TZ. Fablishers, 

m. 138 North Hfcond Street, rhiladrlphia. 



YOUNG MAN'S 

BOOK OF KNOWLEDGE: 



A Familiar View of the 


Hydraulics, 


importauceof Religion, 
The Works of Nature, 
Logic, 
Eloquence, 
The Passions, 
Matter and Motion, 
Magnetism, » 
Mechanical Powers, 
Hydrostatics, 


Optics, 

Acoustics, 

Electricity, 

Galvanism, 

Geometty, 

Geography, 

Astronomy, 

Chrcnology, 

History, Sc. &c &c 


BY TIIOII 


AS TEGG, 


EUITOR OF TQB "CBItDKOLOSI 


OB HlSTORUir'S COUPAiriaN." 


TO WHICH 


IS ADDED 



AN EPITOME OP IBRICM HISTORY, 



PROSPERITY, INFLUENCE, AND IMPORTANCE 

UNITED STATES. 

ninSTMlH) WITH PBE ENORATnGS. 
PRICE -ONLT^ «l.as. 

A «!ds Seld for profitable meditstiaa ia hnro preienled. The ompla page 
of knowledge, rioh with tha Bpoils of tiniB, ie here unrolled to the invoatiga^ 
tioa of the sober, tin diiorae^ and the ambitions disoiple of wisdom. Here 
will be fotmd tacentlreB U ImprOTS time. Hid reflectlone suited ta eipuidaad 
elevate the mfad. Macb plenEiDglnitmclion wtllhe ToODd In sTerypsge, uid ' 
that lao of a teDdcncf to be bigbl; nsefal and lalnable to erer; yaoDg mui. 
Tba aril and Boienees are eluoidated in a dear and persplcaoui nuiDFr, and 
the mad to (ho Temple of Knowledge rendered ewfj and attraclite. Tbe 
prioclplei of each iciaoca are laid down with a aimpliciij IbBt wili reqaira 
no preTioni knowledge on the part of tbe reader, nor render theic acquieiUon 
tireiome by ta abstract and dij deloiL 

IBA£Y & OETZ, Pnblishers, 

Ifa. 188 A'orih Second Sine:, Fhiladdphia. 



GLORY OF AMERICA: 

COMPRIalNd 

MEMOIRS 

LIVES AND CLORIODS EXPLOITS 



DISTINGUISHED DFFICERS, 

EHOASED IK THE BEVOHmORAa? AJU) LATE WAB8 WITS 

GEEAT BRITAIN: 



AnOHO WHICH ARB 



niabmrd M. JahnM 
Blenhen DecMur, 
WiniKiu H. Allin, 

Wllllum BnrTDWI) 
B. W. Rtpl«r> 
WllltKm OorroU, 
Jahn RodKCTl, 
Wlnaild reoti. 

Hear*' uir'arS^n' 
John Hanlyf' 



[>.Tld P«rtB^ 



'■lie KalE, 



JJYR. THOMAS, A.M. 

ILITTSTRATEI) WITH HUMEEOUS EKGEAVIHGS 

Complete in one 12mo. volume of 576 pages, well printed 
and handaomelj bound. 



I 



Price One Dollar and Twenty-five Cents. 



LEARY & GET2, Publishers. 

JVb. 138 Horth Setond Slrert, Philadtlplaa. 



A BOOK THAT SHOtlLD BE Df THE HAHSS 
OF EVEET AMERICAN CHEISTIAN. 

Price One Dollar and Twentj'-five Cents. 

OLD CHRISTIANITY 

AGAINST 

PAPAL NOVELTIES: 



DR. MILNEH'S 

END OF CONTROVERSY 

GIDEON OUSELEY. 

12ino. 406 pages. Containing numerous exposures of tho 
dbsurditiGS of tbe 

KOMAJSr CATHOLIC FAITH, 



Thft Crfwd Hdoptnl at Trpnt, nndnr Pope 

PftiHl DltrgT u« bouad bj wtl 
A CaciDUa BitrtKt front ths jiolj 



I PorND 

Scpfptnr»l Argnmeota |1tIii; ■ enapleto 
-"•'"•-" — of iba flilf OonmuDlDD, 
■-■ roly.rab- 



raam, Dudiiuli, taa Pupil Soclon, i 
WfQ H Iv Pmlnrtint tH*lDM. 
Pbhu* ma Uh BIbIs nliittD( tbs SHdWi 
oT the Hub. Bbowfof that It lahlrjit^Uii 
Anti^rlirlatliD ; ud tbat tkir WDnhlp I 



jw.rinthBohorcli.piHilctBib)' tba pro- 
phot Daniel, »ndbjthB»i™Uui8tP«ol, 
&t PeWr, snd at. John, u rwonled In Ui» 
HdI; Serlptunt. 

Doooidsnta, nlstito to Baptiim md the 
SflTan 8«TkIDeDlA, fl^owlDK that no In- 



LEAHY & GETZ, pQblisliera, 
A'o. 138 Iforth Steond StTiet, Philadelphia. 



CLOSING SCENE: 

OJL, 

GDRISTIMITY&IillDELII 

IN THE 

LAST HOURS OF REMARKABLE PEHSOMS. 



BY THE EEV. ERSKINE NEALE, A.M. 

One handsome ]2mo. volamo, bonnd in ArabcGqne, g^t. 

With two handsome Engravings representing tho 

Christian's and the Infidel's Death Beds, 

Price One Dollar and Twenty-fire Centa. 

Tete Author in his prefiico to this interesting hook, says : 
" My main object has been to proTe, by instances, how dreary 
a scene is the Infidel's Death Bed — how hopelesa — how sad I 
While on the other hand, I have striven to point ont by ex- 
ample that there is " a hope that maketh not ashamed ;" and 
that the Christian jn his parting hour, may fearlessly calcn- 
late on the presence and protection of Him who attera to His 
followers these mighty words of consolation and hope, "I go 
to prepare a place for yon." 

Tho work contains an Acconnt of the Deaths of the follow- 
ing prominent histoncal personages, viz. : 



^olui £>acket 






Volney, »n Athiil«t;l]Ul>l)tlnklngfroni 
Dr.* Jamsi &ope, tha d..Tateil mta 



rsb Manin, Ihe PriBDDVF'g Fri^sd. 
■ codorE UoDki Ilia UkDof Wutej 
LTid Hume, Ihs BlilDriu, PhUo- 
Km, Uie BkcptlD uid 






LEAHY & GETZ, Pablishers. 

iVo. 138 JVoriA Saond Slrrtl, FhiladcJphia. 



HISTORICAL^ CABINET, 

AUTHENTIC ACCOUNTS 
MAIinr REMARKABLE 

INTERESTING EVENTS 

WHICH HAVE TAUN PLACE IN MODERN TIMES. 



Carefully collected and compiled from various autlieutio 

sources, and not to be found in any one 

work hitherto published. 

IN ONE VOLnniE OF 600 PAGES, 

Handsomely bound and illustrated with 

FIFTY ENGRAVINGS. 

FBICE only One Dollar and Twenty-five cents. 



The above book is an excellent one for young men who 
have but few leisure hours for reading. In addition to a 
large amount of other interesting reading, it contains 
about fifty Historical Talea, founded on facta. 

XEABY & GETZ. Fttbliahers, 

" 1.88 North Second Sirrel. PbUadetphia. 



ILK. 



FAMILY 
Sabbath-Day Miscellany, 

COUFBISmO OVE& TTTRTTB ETTITIIBED 



ORIGINAL AND SELECT, 

OCCASIONAL REFLECTIONS, 

Adapted to the USE OP FAMILIES on the Lord'a Day. 



B7 C. A, GOODRICH. 



HANDSOMELY ILLUSTRATED. 



No family should bo wittout a copy of this good and 
pleasing book — pleasing alike to young and old ; abound- 
ing with good refleotioDS for every Sabbath in the year. 
The work is well printed with large and clear type, and 
bound in strong neat binding. One volume of 540 pp. 

Price One Dollar and Twenty-five Cents. 

LEAHY & GETZ, PttbUshera. 
M. 188 IfoHh Stcead Street, FMladttphia 



KNAPP'S 

FEMALE BIOGRAPHY: 

CONTAIKINO 

SHORT BIOGRAPHIES 

op 

Distinguislied Women^ 

IX DIFFERENT Mim MD AGES. 



BY SAMUEL L. KNAPP. 



IHOHTIUNG 

Lnue Letltla 



KlIcBbetlt. 

laabclla, 

»n H. JndioB, 



a laab. 
H. Ji ■ 



Hkra Q,aecn of I 
JadUh nnrrar, 
Madame da Mali 
Hannah HI are, 
Mary SrdneVf 
Anne Radcllir, 



VOTiltr 7[ 



And more than One Hundred Others. 

ILLUSTRATED WITH ELEGANT ENGRAVINGS. 

In 1 vol. of 500 pp., handsomely bouud. 

Price One Dollar and Twenty-five Centa. 
LEARY & GETZ, Pablishen, 

A'o. 138 JVotM Srfonil Siricl, rhiladel{Kvi. 



FABMESS' BABX-BOOE: 

CL4TEB, VOCATT, SKKSEB, AID MIUS, 



THE CAUSES, SYMFTOMS, AND TREATMENT 

OF ALL THE DISEASES INCIOEKT TO 

Oxen, Sheep, and S^mie; 

THB ANATOMY AND PHTSIOLOQY OS 

NEAT CATTLEi 

With an Essa; on the qm of Oxen and tlie Breed of She^. 

STABLE MANAGEMENT, 

DISEASES OF HORSES ; 

CHOICE & PURCHASE OF HORSES; 



Carriage, Cart, and Saddle Horses. 

One Urge ISmo. TolnmB, neatly and ■trODslj boimd, Bsd 

ILLUSTBATED with numerous EtreEAVnCOS. 

And eold at Ihe Lav Prise of 

ONE DOLLAR AND TWENTV-FIVE CENTS A COPY, J 



h 



LEART & GETZ, Pnbluhen. 

A'o. 138 ^'arth Scccnd Stral, PAft 



COOK km CONFECTIONER. 
THE COMPLETE COOK 

PUB ASJ PKACTICAL MKEniOBS FOB 

COOKING AND HOUSEKEEPING; 

TTpwardB of Seven Hundred Receipts, 



DlTGctions for fbt choicfl of Must and Fonltr;; Prep&rntiiMii for CoaitlDg, 

making of Bratiia and Soups j Boiling, Routing, IliUtisg, nnd fiiriag 

of Msata, Fiab, &a.; Soaaoninga, CiaauriEga, Cooking Vagelablos; 

Preparing Rnlnda, Clarifjing; MiLking of Poatrj, Paddings, 

Garnisliee, Gtuelfi, Ororios, Ao. And with 

GENEBAL DIBECTIOXS for MAKING WINES. 



By J. M. Sanderson, of the Franklin House. 

TO WHICH IS AOOEO, 



Fastry-Cook and Baker, 



COmCIIOSARV AXD PASTBY, AKD FOB BMKG; 

■With Upwards of Pive HimdTed Receipts, 



Dlractiona for Making all sorts of Prceoryea, Sngar-Boiling, Comai*, Lot- 

ongSB, OmimontBl Cakea, Icos, Liqueara, Qum Faito Oroamenta, 

Waters, Sjrapa, Jellies, UarioBladea, Compotes, Bread-Bakiue, 

Aitifioisl Touts, Eancy Biaoiuta, Cakes, Kolls, 

MuSna, Tarts, Pios, Ac. 



By Parkinson^ Practical Confectioner, Chesnut st. 

Tlio wholo oontaincd in one bandsoma l!mn. volnme, haautifullj and 
alrongij touud, nnd anld nt 

o.n.1* O.VR Bfn.T.jin .* copi*. 

LEAKY & QETZ, FnbUshera, 

.^0. 138 2furt/i Second Street, PhiladeleMi. 



ARABIAN NIGHTS 

ENTERTAINMENTS: 



CONSISTINO OF 



ONE TUOESAND-lND-flNE STORIES, 

TnM by Iho SnltntieBB of t.ho IndiPs, to divert tba Sultan from 
tbi! csecutjon of u bloodj tow hi! liail made to many & kdj 
every diiy, nnd have her put to doutL Dost moming, to avenge 
iiim»elf fill tlu) disloyalty of his first Sultaness. ContaiaiDg a 

FAMILIAR ACCOUNT 



Customs, Manners, and Bell^on of the Eastern 
Nations, the Tartars, Persians, Indians, etc. 



EllliELLISUED Wm XEABLl' 100 EMAVKCS, 

\, new edition translated and arranged for family reading. One 
Tot. 12mo., Arahesque gilt binding. 

Price One Dollar and Twenty-five Cents. 



If Btoriea of this sort be pleasing and diverting, hecanso of 
the wondcra they usually contain, these mast certiunly have the 
advantage above all others that have teen published, hecauae 
they are full of surprising events, and show how mueh the 
Arabians surpass other notions in compositions of this sort. 
They must also be pleasing beoauae of the account they give 
of the CKstoma and manners of the Eastern nations, and of the 
ceremonies of their religion, as well Pagan as Mahometan, 
which are better duscrihed hero than in almost any other work. 

LEARY & GETZ, PubHahera, 

No. 138 !fur(li toenail SIrett, rliiladf^hia. 



A BOOK FOR EVERY AMERICAN. 



TRUE REPUBLICAN: 



THE DECLARATION OF INOEPENDENCE 

CONSTITUTIOlf OF THE UNITED STATES, 
WITH THE AMENDMENTS AND SIGNERS' NAMES; 

Also, the Constitntions of the most important States in the 

TTiiion, and the Farewell Addresses of Washing^ton and 

Jackson. Embellished with eleg;ant Portraits 

of all the Presidents. 

Engrnved on Steel, In Urge ne tho niia of tliK page nUl admit, FXocul«d b; 
Due or tho beet ArtiBta ia Fbiliulelpbia, and a Viuw of tlio 

CAPITOL OF THE UNITED STATES. 
•«■ Thii work is woll printed, on good pnper, and now tTpe, 13mo. »iio ; 
banilaDuiely boaad in maelin uid Btampcd. It ooatsiQe about StO pugee, 
bnidsa tlie BngraTingi. 

Price One SoUax and Twenty-five Cents. 



CONTENTS. 



DecliLTation of Indepondoncii, 
WnahingtoD'a IneugaraJ AfldraM, 
Wnahlngton'a First Anousl Mmiiage, 
WmliinEton's Farewoll AddreaB, 
Adams' Inaugunl Adilriisi, 
Adams' First Annual MoaMge, 
Jolfonon'fl Inangnrat Addroaa, 
JaSeraon'i Firat Annual Moaaags, 
Madiaon'i InangaiaJ Addreaa, 
Hadison's First Annual HosBitge, 
Uonrne'a Inan^rpJ Address, 
Monrne'a First Annual MeasagB, 
J. Q. Adams' Inangnral Addrosa, 
J, Q. Adams' First Annnal Mcbsobo. 
Jackson's Inauguml Address, 
Jsakaoa's First Annuo] Mcssago, 



Harriaon'a Inaogural Addreai, 
Tjler'a Inaugural Address, 
TjlCT-a Firat Annma Moaaago, 
Folk's luutBurat Addrcsa, 
Pr.Ik'8 Flret Annual Mossigo, 
lajlor's Inaagnral Addroaa, 
Fillmors's Immgural Addroaa, 
Fisroe'i Inaugoral Addretf, 
ConsdtHUoit of tbe Uniled Stales, 
Amendmenti to tbe Constitution, 
Constitution of New York, 

" PuansylTania,' 



(cUA 



LEAST & QZTZ. Pnhlishers, 

JlTo, 138 Nofth Sreond Street, Fhiladttfkui.. 
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THE MOST USEFUL BOOK OF THE AGE, 




CHAMBERS' 




INFORMATION FOR THE PEOPLE, 






POPULAR ENCYCLOPEDIA, 




1 


Embnoiiig all the BrancheB of Oeneral Knowledge neoesHary 




I 


■ to constitute a well Infbrmed Man. 






Cnmplplo in two itnperinl oc(a'■ovol^lral^p, nffilO pncos .'ach.di'Uble colnmna. 






tUiulntWd with tiror Six Hundred Engraviugs, aCrdnnly aad neallj bound. 






PRIC 
INFOR 


E ONLY FIVE DOLI 


ARS. 
EOPLE 




BJATION FOR THE I 




BCIBNCK, PltYSirAL, MATilEMATICAI., Bna MURAL ; NATURAL HlPTOItY. PO- 










LITICAL BIBTOIIV, OBOQHAPOV, ud OENERAL LITBBATDHK. A)] ll glim 






• liloh,irKudl«d lod me1f»llnln Lho lolBdL. vould loBke la liidiiiduil. tn (hs comman 












Buthon, haiebeents gWe irbit miiT be o[p«:(«I to nmv* tbe Dumisnr self iHlucstlaa 
to tm pwpl" e»"»™llT, "huUiBr wjojing tSe m»». »f acJeiolo it»tn>..U<m m not. 


















MiritimediKoyeij 


Domeitlo Kconomj, 








t^^y- 


Nu.i««tlon, 
Tbe Wliiile— 


KSS^^o- 








Pbjskil History ot 


Wialo rialierte., 
ComEjiin™— 


NBCunl?hihi»pIiT, 


Waste l«^ 






inclSt nistopy- 


R™ta, 


M«d»ula, 


IhcKlttbenUarden, 






KgJTt, 


Cmd-, 


Machinery, 


Thel'lowrrQartteo, 






AriWtPrtrwk, 


RallwiJB, 


Tt» Fruit GuMtn, 








Zoology, 


Hydnuliei, 


AtboricalluK, 






P^oilin*, 




m=aaattai. 


TbeBorso, 






HUtorjoIGrmcemi 


r^^SwTpijdoioCT 


Opdo, 


CalUeaoiIDalryHa*- 






a™ii. 


Lraht, 


l»mdr,. 






HJitorr of UislIIlIlE 


Bolanj, ^ 


Agoasllo, 


Shtep, 






Ae«^ 


N>ni>^Th»lpgT, 


Chemintcy, 


r^'' 








UIsLortbeBlblit- 


ChoBilnryappUed to 








talD ud InUod, 


ChHsUiLnlly, 


tie Aril, 










Pri»al. Dutiei of lift. 


Eleclridt^ 


Jags Sida, 






xmmia of the Srl- 


PnbUcudSiidalDQ- 


Oalnalsm, 






tiib Empire, 


a» of lil^ 
LUb and Mulnu of 


a^wTaK, 


rh^l!, 








PnmtUn, 


Reia Sporty 






LoKlDP, 


PrewrTBtion of 




Anglinn, 






BcotliDd, 


HellM^ 


PrindpiH n'rara 


Qyinnastio Bierdeef, 






IroIimS, 












British AmericB, 


Money, 




Chrooology, 






United Btates, . 


Buiki, 


Eogli.liO™mm«r, 








- AmtriliK, 


HJsKr, and Natoro 


L^eic. 








YKDIemau'iilaEd, 


ofLawfc 


■a nation. 








Now ZsiliBd, 


Political BwnoBl J, 










».oUiAiiisrlc 


Popui.il^», 




Tie Steam Eaglno, 






W.btlndlfs, 


P«.r Laws, 


Arilhmctlo, 


Mining, 






Bui IndlM, 




AlRtbra, 


Motalj, 






Cbtne luid tbe Ten 


MobiiDinsUan and 


Llc.„p,«ry, 










Pagan Rallgiona, 


iMpuliir etitlLitin, 


jall,'anaaTari«tyQ( 








other suldecU. 






LEAKY & GETZ, Pablisliers, \ 






So. 138 A'orlh Second Strett, PMIadilpMa. , 











Heroic Women of History: 



COMPKISISO 



Some of the most Remarkable Examples of Fe- 
male Courage, Disinterestedness, and Self- 
Sacrifice, of Ancient and Modem Times. 

BY HENRY C. WATSON, 



To Mt before tlie women of Amotica examples for unitarian in tlie 
most tcjing circiimatanccB, may ^te statsd to be the object of tliia bank. 
Id do coimtr; upon the earth is the aex bo geacritUj respected aDd so 
daferentially coDsulted. Our Boeiaty poaaessea the cream of the days 
of ahivalry, with much more enUghteameBt. An heroic womtui ia ol. 
most an object of worship. Mi;n have beon made great nod heroio by 
PJutnrch's " Livea" — stimDlated and inspired by the contemplation of 
excellence. Lot the reading and study of such a work as the "Heroic 
Women" 1)eeome comnton, and our wiTea, mDlhera, sisters, and daugh- 
ters, will become more renowned for resolution, fortitude, and self- 
sacrifice than the Spartan females were of old. The euHuiog pagea 
include nearly all the famoua Instances of female beroism, with many 
that are not less remarkable, but loss generally known ; among whiob 
may ba found Historical Sketches of 



I'hllipps of nolntult, 

J HUB, COUBlOU DtllDlltfilrt, 









Plura ilmaanaBid, 
laij HiRlnt Aelud, 



Tlis Priawn Iio LuabiUB, 



HUtui 



Hn.CbKl«BlIlotl, 

Ml* Paiwley, 

Ti^dlft Djimuti, 

Kn. Hold, nnd Uis, Helm, 



The work is beautifully printed on Gne white paper, and bandsomely 
bound, making an elegant octuro volume, embellished with i 
original illnatrattoDa, from the designs of Croome and other 



PRICE ONLY $2.60. 



LEARY & GETZ, Publishers. 

jVo. 138 .Vorth .STftonJ Siruf, Philadelphi 
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POrCLAR SCHOOL COOKS. 

fiootb'i Hew Piotorial United Statoi. For Primar7 Scbwii. 
-41 pnics l^mi).. nuatly buunil, vith Qa>?Btloiis. Price 37{ cU. 
'I'liin ii ihn bs« llisliirv of lliu i'nitol States now publUbed fiit 
tlis usa uf Frlmnr; SrliooU, 

The Central School Reader. Compiled hy the Fe- 
male Aaeocialion of I'Vifiula for the Improvement of 
.liivrnik- ISooks. One of the best books published foi 
SelfCl Schii()lfl anil Acadi/mics. 12mo, Price 75 cB- 

Wilmsen'fl Reader: or, Tlie Children's Friend. One 
liiin<lrc-d und sixtieth edition. One of the best School 
Dooka over published for Children between the aget 
of eight and twelve years. 12ioo. Price G2J centa. 

White's Elements of XTuiTersal History:— ^tli 

Additions and Questions, By John S. Hart. 12mo. 
Arabesque backs. Price $1.00. 

Public School Singing Book. By A. F. Cox. 32mo. 
boiirda. IVicc ll'J c.-iits. 

Mnnay's English Reader. I2mo. sheep. Price 25 

cents. 

Murray's Introduction. 12mo. boards. Price 121 

centa, 

Chapin'a Jtew Classical Spelling Book. 12ino. 

boards. Price 12J cents. 

The History of Ancient and Modem Greece. ' 

Edited by John Frost, L.L.I). Sheep. Prico ?1.50. 

Kelley'fl New Juvenile Primer. Price 3 ceata. 

Testament. iBmo. sheep. A good school edition- 
Price 25 centa. 

Cobbett'a Trench Grammar. 18mo. sheep. Price 

0-i cents. 

Cobbett's English Grammar. 18mo. sheep. Price 

[id cents. 

LEAW & GETZ, Publifihers, 

Kb. 138 Xorlh Sceond Sircci, rhUad^ilplaa. 



AMERICAN NAVAL HISTORY, 

ELEGANTLY ILLUSTRATED. 

HISTORY 
UNITED STATES NAVY: 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 
American Naval Heroes, 

From Ute Formatiaii of tbe Kavy to the CIobo of tlie Uezioan War. 

BY CHARLES J. PETEKSON, 

Author of " The Hialory of tho Revolution," " Tbe Militnry Huroes of the 
War of 1812," " The Mililary Eorooa of Iha War with Maiioo," etc. eta. 

la one Jtandsome large octavo z<ol., iUudrcded with over OW hvnd7-ed 
Jine Engravings, embracing 

POETEAITS or AXL THE PROMOTEBT OFTICEES, 
SKETCHES OF NAVAL EN0A6EUENTS, etc. etc. 

Among tho oontonla will bo found nuOiunL'io Bio-rapliicia Skulttoa of 
meholiiii Blddlc, 

Edward Preble, ' 
ISKHO Hull, 



TWO DOILARS AND FIFTT CENTS. 

lEARY & GETZ, Publishera, 

^0. 138 North Si:cond Slrcft, Philadelphia. 



GREAT NATIONAL HISTORY. 



PRICE only TWO DOLLABS and TIFTr CTS. 

BOUND IN AM ELEGANT STYLE. 



THB 

HISTORY 

AMERIC AN REVOm TION; 

BY CHA.RLES J. PETERSON. 



COMPLETE HISTORY OF THE WAE OF 1776, 



And admirably written BIOGRAPHIES of all the promi- 
nent Officers engaged in that great struggle, including . 



Rio hard MontgomeiT, 
Lard Stirling, 
£tbi»i AUsD, 
William Moultrie, 
Engh Heroer, 
Arlihur St CIsJr, 
Philip Sohuylor, 
John S(uk, 



Jamea ClintDD, 
Jubn Snllivui, 
Henr; Rnax, 
Baron Steubsn, 
Cfaarlei Lee, 
BenJBjniii Linaoln, 
Anthony Wayno, 
Count Pulgaki, 
Hubert KJrkxDod, 



,niel Horgu), 
ThaddeoB Kosiriiuka, 
indiir fiunntoD, 



And ia aplendiJIy illustrated with 

NEARLY TWO HUNDREO FINE ENGRAVINGS. 



LEARY & GETZ, Pabliahera, 

No. 138 IioTt\ Second Strctt, Philadelphia. 



PRICE only TWO DOLLARS and FIFTY CTS. 

Tbe beat History of thcae Vfaxa ever FubllabEd. 

MILITARY HEROES 

VTAR OF 1812: 

WAR with MEXICO; 

HISTORICAL NARRATIVES OF THOSE WARS. 

BY CHARLES J. PETERSON. 



THE MIUTARy HEROES OF THE WARS OF 1812 AND MEXICO, 
Complete Histories of those 'Wars: 



CELEBEATEB BATTLES OF 



CAPITULATION OF THE CITY OF MEXICO: 

Toftetlioi with IKPAKTIAL fllOORAPTUBa Df all tLe prcnnlDont acton enpcB(>Hl !n 
tbeae wan, amonff vhidi hIU bo foond WUIlun HuIU Jiun^ Winobitftflr, ZebvLon M. 
Ftks, Ilearj Deuborn, Jamoi WiJfelnsDD, Joho Annnrong, Onor^ Crogbui, Vm. tl. 
Hurtron. Riohard M. Johnwn, luna Shelbt, jMob Broira, K. W, Hipluy, J^mnei MUler, 
Kitliu Tdwboh. TfaDmu 3. Jeunp, E. P. (jKinBS. Felcr B. Poitar. AlHSHdir HBcnDib, 

Wm. O, BuU«, Wm. J. Wortb, 'jobn E. Wool, SUpban W. Kenmy, John C. PraniDntl 
A. W. Doulptaui, SuDiMl H. Valkar, WloSflld BoutI, Darld E.Tir1gg9, Ksbort PitUmn, 
1 Penlfo' F. Boitta, James ghleldi, Juon Dnman, Ik'nnal lUUi;, Jolm A. QultDiaD, 

I J«e]ib Lne, Oidna J, Pillon, OoargD CsdwaUider, Wm. S. Uame;, FruikUa tiutce, 

F Roger JonM, elft And li tlloBtratfdwia 



TWO HUNDRED FINE ENGRAVINGS. 

LEAKY & GETZ, PubUshers, 

JVo. 138 North Secand Sireel, FhUaddphia. 



TBE BEST HISTORY OF THE ftOlAS WARS PDBllSBEO, 

nandsomely boaod and elegantly LUuskatcd with numerous 

COLORED AND PLAIN ENGRAVINGS. 
Price only Two Dollars. 

A HISTORY 

INDIAN WARS 

UNITED STATES, 



The Origin, Manners, Superstitions, etc., of the 
Aborigines. 



BY WILLIAM V. MOORE. 



This BEAUTIFTrL and VALUABLE WOBS contoiiu: 



A Qeneral Account of llie lodiEine of 

North America, 
Earlj Indian Ware of Fluri^s, 
Early Indiao Wari o! VireiniB, 
Early Indian llelatioaa of fiaw Eag- 



Lut IiCDoli aud ladion War, 



War of the Weal 

Indian Wats of 

tho Kevoludoi 



1 one hondBomely illustrated and baQutifuHy printed ootavo 
Tolume, with numerous plain and colored Engravinga. 

LEABY & GET2, PnbUahers, 

No. 188 JVorrt Second SCreel, Philadefphia. 



LIFE AND SPEECHES 
HENRY CLAY. 

WITH A 

PORTRAIT 



In One handsome large octavo volnme of 1300 pagea, 
handsomely bound. 

PRICE ONLY THREE DOLLARS. 



Thk work here presented is intended to trace clearly the 
career of Mr. Claj, from hia entrance on the stage of public 
life dovrn to the period of his death — mainly by the might of 
his own lofty, pcrsuasire, and impaflsioned eloqaence. Mr. 
Clay's parliamentary efforts — clear, direct, and vigorous — 
embody all the illustration that is needfnl to their full under- 
standing; the great importance, variety, and indeatmctible 
interest of the topics he generally discussed — the character 
and ability of the orator — the direct and exact bearing of his 
axgamenta on the controversies and interests of the times — all 
combine to render his speeches among the most valuable con- 
tribntions of Patriotism and Genius to the enlightenment and 
elevation of the American people. 

The Biography of Mr. Clay in this work, comprises about 
200 pages, and his Speeches about 1100 pages, including his 
celebrated Speeches on the Compromiao Bill. 

lEARY S- GETZ, Publishers, 

A'o. 13« y-rlh Sfcnnd Khttt, Pti^WiA-s^tttt. J 



JOSEPHUS' COMPLETE WORKS. 

TSOM NEW STEBEOTYFE PLATES. 

The worka of Flavius Joacphua, containing Twenty Books of 
the Jewish Antiqaitics, Seycn Books of the Jcwiab War, 
and the Life of Joacphus, written hj himself. Tranalated 
from the original Orcek, occoriiing to Havercamp's accnrato 
Edilion, together with Explanatory Notes and ObeervationB. 
By the late Williura Whietoa, A.M. Complete in ono large 
octavo Yolamc of 1000 pages, embellished with elegant 
EogravingB. Neatly and etrgngly bound- Price $2.50. 

This ia an entirelj new edition of Joaephui, ^ust Stereotyped on 
Long Prtmor Tjpe, and ia without exception the best edition, 
now published. 



Scotf s Life of Napoleon. 

The Life of Napoleon Bonaparto, Emperor of the French. 
With a Preliminary View of the French Revolution. By 
Sir Walter Soolt. Complete in one large octavo Tolnme, 
with handsome Engravinga. Price $2.50. 



Byron's Poeticeil Works. 

rie Complete Poetical Worka of Lord Byron. With a Me- 
moir of his Life. A new and beautiful Edition, in one 
large octavo volume, in various stjlea of binding, handsomely 
lUuBtratcd with Eight elegant Steel Engravings. 



t 



Frosf s Pictorial G-reece. 

History of Anoient and Modem Greece. Edited and brought 
down to the Present Time, by John Frost, LL. D. 8vo. 
Illustrated with numenras Engravings. Sheep, library 
Btyle. Price Sl,50. 



LEAST & OETZ, Publishers, 

fo. 138 JVortA Stcoitd Street Ph 



/«hth!p^i^ _ 



The Iiiffhts and Shadows of Soottish IA£e. Tiy 

PROFESSOR WILSON. A neat and beautiful edition of 
a, liighlj interesting uud popular work. Ouo handsome lyaio. 
vol., cloth gilt. Price 50 cents. 

Advice to Toui^ Men on the Duties of Life, in a 

Eorics of Letters udilreaaeJ to a Youth, a Bachelor, a Lover, 
a Husband, a Citizen, or a Subject,. By WILLIAM COB- 
BKIT. 13mo., cloth gilt. Price 50 cents. 

Thirteen Sermons on Hypocrisj and CniDlty ; Drunk- 
enness; Bribery; The Riglita of the Poor; Unjuat Judges; 
The Sluggard; Murder; Gaming; Public Robbery; The 
Unnatural Mother ; Forbidding Marriage ; Paraons and 
Tithes ; Good Friday. By WILLIAM COBBETT. 1 vol. 
18mo. Price 50 cents. 

^SOp's Fables. Select rabies from Mso'p and others. 
The best and most beautifully illuBtrated Itook of Fables 
published in the United Slates. 1 vol. 18mo., with 200 fine 
engravings. Cloth gilt. Price 50 cents. 

Dick's Philosophy of a Future State. Xhis is 

one of the most interesting of all l)r. Dick's works. 18mo., 
cloth gilt. Price 50 cents. 

Sialognes of DctUb, on the Many Vices which 
abound in Ite Civil and Relimous World. By the REV. 
JOHN MACGOWAN. 1 vol. ISmo., doth gilt. Price 
50 centa. 

The life and Essays of Dr. Franklin. Written 

by himself. A book that every young man in the United 
States should read. 1 vol., ISino., with numerona plates, 
cloth gilt. Price 60 centa. 

Young's Night Thoughts. 18mo., cloth gilt, frice 

60 ecota, > 

The Course of Time. By Robert Pollok, A. M., with 
an enlarged Index, a Memoir of the Author, an Introductory 
notice, and aa Analysis prefixed to each book. A neat edi- 
tion of this very popular Book. 1 vol,, ISino., clotb, gilt. 
Price 50 cents. 

lEAEY & GETZ, PnhliaherB, 

No. 138 mnh Sftond Sfrtrt, fhan.aj^vV\n- V 



BEIIGIOUS BOOKS. 

THE FILGBIM'S PROGRESS 

From this World to that which is to Come. Delivered 
nniler the similitude of a dream. Bj John Buojvi. 
■With numerous Explanatory Notes, and a Memoir of 
the Author, handaomcly Illustrated with elegant En- 
gravingB. ISrao., cloth, gilt. Price 50 cents. 



DB. DOBD'S LECnmES TO YOTTNG HEN. 

Diacoursee to Young Men. Illustrated by namerons 
highly interesting Anocdotca. By William Dodd, 
LL.D., Chaplain in Ordinary to his Majesty George 
III. A neat 24mo. Tolume, cloth, with plates. Price 
50 cents. 



DBEW ON THE SOUL. 

An original Essay on the Immateriality and Immortality 
of the Human Soul ; founded solely on Physical and 
national Principles. By Samuel Drew, A. M. New 
Edition. ISfflo., cloth, gilt. Price 50 cents. 



British Sketches of Four Handred Sermons- 4 

Tols. 12mo., cloth. Price $4. 



The Camp-Meeting Chorister; or, a Collection of 
Hymns and Spiritual Songs, for the Pious of all De- 
nominations, to be Sung at Camp -Meetings, during 
Eevivals of Religion, and other occasions. 32mo., 
sheep. Price 25 cents. 

LKA&T & GETZ, Pablishen, 

No. 138 North Seiond SircU, PhUaddpJm 



TRULY I NTERESTIN G TALES. 

Arthur's Six Nights 



WITH TOE 



WASHINGTONIANS. 

Theae Tales are told in Arthur's best style, anil arc much 
- admired hy all who read theiD, Ulnslrated with 
Cruikshauk's eight plates of tlie BOTTLE, 
■Which arc of themselTea worth the cost of the book. 

18mo., cloth, gilt, 277 pagea. Price 60 cents. 

ADVICE TO MOTHERS 

OS THE 

TREATMENT OF INFANTS: 

WITn DIRECTIO.SS FOR 

SeK-Managemeut Before, Daring, and After 

Pregnancy. 

ADDRESSED TO MOTHERS AND NUIISES. 

BY MRS. BARWELL. 



By a PHYSICIAN of NEW YORK. 

Under the approval aud reeommendatioa of Dr. Y. MOTT. 

1 Tol. 12mo., cloth binding. Price 50 cents. 

CONSTITUTION OF MAN, 

COKBIDEBED TS BELA.TIOK TO EXTEaNAL OBJECTS 

BY GEORGE COMBE. 

A new and bcaatiful edition of this valuable and popular work. 

1 large 18mo. toL, cloth, gUt. Price 50 cents. 

LEAKY & GETZ. PabUBhers, » 

il'o. 138 AmIN Stcmd SlTwl, YVWi.\s>Om- ^ 



LIFE OF THE WOTOEIOXIS 

STEPHEN BURROUGHS. 

Containing many Incidonta in the Life of this wonderful 
man, never hefore pubUabed. Newly corrected and 
revised edition. 18mo., cloth, gilt. Price 50 cents. 



HISTOEY OF THE DEVIL. 

Cuntiiining his Origin ; a State of hia Circumstances ; hia 
Cundiict, Public and Private ; the various turns of his 
affairs from Adam down to the present time ; the va- 
rious methods he takes to conTcrse with Mankind; 
with the manner of his making Witches, Wizards, and 
Conjurors ; and liow they sell their souls to him, etc. 
The whole interspersed with many of the Devil's Ad- 
ventures, to which is added a Description of hia Dwell- 
ing, called Hell. By DE FOE, author of "Robinson 
Crusoe." One volume, 12mo., cloth. Price 75 cents. 



AMERICAN JOE MILLER; 

OR, 

The Jester's o^fm Book. 

Being a choice collection of ANECDOTES and WITTI- 
CISMS. 18mo., cloth, gilt. Price 50 cents. 

TMfiEDY OF THE SEAS, 



THE SORROWS OF THE OCEAN, 



k 



12mo., cloth, gilt — numerous plates. Price 75 cents. 
LEARY & GETZ, Publishers, 

JVb, 138 JVorM Second Street, PMadelpkia. 



LIFE AND TIMES 

OF THE 

DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 

EMBRACING TlIK ' 

Whole Military career of this IlIuBtrioua Warrior, 

iiis Sei-vices in India, the Peninsular War, 

and a FuU Account of the memorable 

BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 

With aU the spirit-stirring Incidents and^Anecdotos of these 

celebrated contests. 

ULTTSTRATED with forty-one ENGKAVnrGS. 

Ooe large ISmo. volmne, cloth, gUt. 

PRICE FIFTY CENTS, 



ROBINSON CRUSOE; 



WITH AN ACCOUNT OF HIS DELIVERANCE, 

If ever the Btory of any private man's adventures in the 
world were worth being published, tide ranst be so. The 
wonders of this man's life exceed all that is to be found ex- 
tant; the life of one man being scarce capable of a greater 
variety. The story ia told with modesty, with seriouaneBS, 
and with a religious application of events to the uses to which 
wise men apply them, viz., to the instmction of others by 
this example, and to justify and honor the wisdom of Provi- 
dence in all the variety of our circumstances, let them happen 
how they will. 

This is a very neat 18mo. edition of the work, bonml hand- 
somely in gilt, cloth, and is illustrated with EIGHT FISE 
ENGBAVINGS. 

PRICE Fl FTY CE N TS. 

LEAHY & GETZ, PnhUahera, 
m. 138 JVortA Second Slrtrl, PkaaJal^hn. 



THE PASTOR'S WIFE. 

A HEMOnt OF MES. SHEEMAN, 

OF SURREY COAPEL, LONDOS. 

Edited by her HUSBAITD, THE REV. JAKES SHEBJEAJff, 

PIBTOB or linUlBT CBAFBI. 

Unabridged Edition — 18mo., cloth. Price 50 ceats. 

This Work is admitted by all who have read it, to he the 
bnt biography ever written ; tlie foUowing is one of its 
miuiy rccommoadatioDa : 

Dvm tht F^Htutelphta Chrittian Obteroer, 

Tills is HQ iDterMtiDg Memoir of a Cbristi&n ladj, whose life yna 
a bright illuatratioD of the hallowed inSuences of Uia gospel in the 
culture &D<j deTelupment of all that ia lovetj and of good report in 
female character. In the worda of the Chriatian Witness — It is 
" one of the most tonder. beautiful, iDBtractive, and edifjing nar- 
ratives, that for a long time baa come under our DOticc." 

THE LADIES' GUIDE IN NEEDLE! DRK. 

A GIFT FOR THE INDUSTRIOUS. 

Thia beautiful and nsefnl little work contains instrnctions 
In Embroidery on Silk, Velvet, Lace, Merino, etc., and in 
Appliqae ; all varieties of Oanvas-work ; Millinery and Man- 
tna-making, and all branches of Plain Sewing ; with particu- 
lar directions for catting ont Drosaea, etc. ; Knitting, Netting, 
and Crotchet Work, containing the newest and most fashion- 
able pattercB. In one neat 18mo. volume, with nnmeroua 
engravings, cloth gilt. Price 50 cents. 



I 



ORIGINAL POEMS FOR INFANT MINDS. 

By the TAYLOK FAMILY. 

One volnfflc 18mo., cloth gilt. Price 50 cenia. 



LEAB,Y & 6ETZ, FnhliBhera, 
Jfo. 138 A'oTlh Second Slnet, FMladslphia. 



The New American Pocket Farrier and Farmer's 

Guide in the Chtiioe and Manflf^ement of Horses, Neat 
Cattle, Sheep anij Swiiie ; iueludiog a dcBcriptioii of their 
Internal Structure — their Digestive System ; the Diseasca 
to which they are liable, with tlieir causes, symptoms, and 
most approved methods of care. Jrom the writings of 
Touatt, Lawrence, Hines, White, Clater, and others. To 
which is added a variety of Agricultural and Miscellaneoua 
Receipts. 18mo. cloth, gilt. Price 50 cents. 

Every Man his own Cattle Doctor — Containing a 

Treatise on thfr. Diseases of Horaes, Cattle, Dogs, Sheep, 
and Swine, with their causes, eymptoms, and cure, l&uo., 
boards. Price 12i cents. 

Every Man hia own Earrier — CoDtaining ten minutes 

Advice how to Buy a llorse, to which is added, how to use 
your horse at home, or on a journey, and what remedies 
are proper for all diseases to which he is liable. I8mo., 
boards. Price 12i cents. 

Charlotte Temple. A Tale of Truth, by Mrs. Howaon. 
18mo., boards. Price 12J cents. 

Lney Temple. A Sequel to Charlotte Temple. 18mo., 
boards. Price 12i cents. 

Etiquette Letter-Writer. Being the complete art of 
Fashionable Correspondence. 18mo., boards. Price 12J eta. 

Jack Lawrence, the Sailor Boy. By the author of 

Jack Halyard. 1 vol. IHino., boania. Price 12i cents. 

The Laughing Fhiloaopher; or, Sook of Eun. 

ISmo., boards. Price 12i cents. 

The American Songster. Enlarged, the best collec- 
tion published. 32rao., sheep. Price 25 cents. 

HocuB PocuB ; or, the Whole Art of Legerdemain, 

or S light- of- U and Explained. 18mo., boards. Trice 12i eta. 

The Ready Beckoner, and Eorm Book. The 

Ready Reckoner, in Dollars and Cents. A very useful koak 
for Traders not well versed in AtUUcicUc- Vt'\.'ai"^\ •a^^t**- 



STANDARD ROMANCES. 



ABABIAN NIGHTS ENTERTAIMMENTS: 

Consigtiiig of One Tliousand-anJ-One Stories, told by tho Sul- 
tanosa of tho lociies, to divert the Sultan from the execution 
of a bloody vow he had made to marry a lady every day, aud 
have her put to deutli next morning to aTongo himself for 
tho disioynlty of his firfitJJultaneas, Containing a familiar ac- 
count of the customs, mannora, and religion of the Eastern 
nations, tho Tartars, Persians, Indians, &c. Enbellished 
with 70 engravinj^. Two volumes in one, 32mo., roan gilt 
binding. Price 75 cenlB. 



THE SCOTTISH CHIEFS. 

By MiBB JANE PORTER, author of "Thaildeus of Warsaw," 
el«, S vols, in one, 32mo., roan binding, with plates. Price 
75 ccute. This is the best and neatest edition now published 
of this popular and entertaining ri 



THE CHILDBEN' OF THE A2BET, 

By REGINA MARLA, ROCHE. S vols, in one, 32mo., roan 
binding, with a steel plate. The neatest and best edition 
publjflhed. Price 75 cents. 



THINKS-I-TO-MTSELF : 

A Serio-Lndlcro, Tragi co- Co mico Talo. Written by " Thinks- 
I-to- Myself, Who'!"' Two volumes in one, 32mo., roan bind- 
ing, with a steel plato. Price 25 cents. 



TEE BOMANCE OF THE FOREST. 

By Mrs. KADCLIFFE. Two vols, in one, 32mo., roan gilt 
binding. The beat edition published of this Romance. 



THE MYSTEEIES OF UDOLPHO : 

A Romance. By AUN RATCLIPPE. Tliree vols, ia one 
of 620 pages, 32mo., neat binding. Price 75 cents. The 
best and most complete edition publiahed. 

. LEAB7 & GETZ, FoblislierB, 

JV'o. 138 Mrlh Stcand Slri/I, Philadelphia. 



STANDARD ROMANCES, 



DOW QmXOTTE. 

The Life and Exploits op Don Quixotte de la 
Mancoa. Translated from the Spaniali of Mi- 
guel de Cervantea Saavedra, by Charles Jarves. 
Four vols, ia one of 1040 pp., S2mo. neat bind- 
ing. The neatest and best edition published. 
Price 75 cents. 



Gil. BLAS. 

The Adtentuhes of Gil Blas, of Santillane. 
Translated from tiie French of Monsieurle Sage, 
by Tobias Smollett, M. D., to which ia prefixed 
a Life of the Author. Four vols, in one of 990 
pp., 32mo. roan binding. The neatest and best 
edition published. Price 75 cents. 



COTTAGE on the CLIFF. 

The Cottage on tde Cliff : a beautiful Sea-side 
Story, By Catharine G. VTard, authoress of " The 
RoscofClareraont," "The Mysterious Marriage," 
etc. etc. One thick 32mo. vol. of 704 pp.. Ara- 
besque gilt. Price 75 cents. 



RINALDO SINALDim. 

The IIistoet of Rinaldo Einaldini, Captain of 
Banditti, Three vols, in one, S2mo., roan bind- 
ing, with a Steel Plate. The neatest and best 
edition published. Price 75 cents. 

LEAET & GETZ, PublisherH, 

A'o, 138 A'oTld S'.r.mi SUttt, "EVi\.«W.v1an.. 



MARRYATT'S NOVELS. 

The most rcBiUMe otJilion published ; eaeli work being com- 
plete ID one handsome 32uio. vol., bonod ia neat embossed 
morocco, gilt. The series comprises — 

FRANK MILDUAY ; or, the N&Tal Officer, Price 7S cents. 
THE ?ACHA OF MANY TALES. Price 75 centa. 
SNABLEYYOW ; or, the Dog Fiend. Price 75 cents. 
THE KINGS OWN. Price 75 cents. 
JAPHET IN SEARCH OF A FATHEB. Price 75 cents. 
JACOB FAITHFUL ; or, the Adventures of a Waterman. 

Price 75 cents. 
BATTLIN THE BEEFEE. Price 75 cents. 



MIDSHIPMAN EASY. Price 75 cents. 

NEWTON FOBSTES ; or, the Merchant Service. Price 7S cts. 

HOBINSON CRUSOE, 

A Kcat nnd Complete Edition, in one extra thiclt 22mo. 
yolame, in embossed gilt binding, and Illustrated with 
FINE ENGRAVINGS. Price 15 cents. 

COOK'S VOYAGES. 

A NARRATIVE OF THE VOYAGES AROUND THE 
WORLD, performed by Captain James Cook. With an 
account of his Life, during the previons and intervening 
periods. By A. Kippis, D.D., P.R.S., & S.A. Illus- 
trated with SEVERAL ENGRAVINGS. 2 vols, in one, 
33mo., roan gilt binding. Price 75 cents. 

TDE LIFE ASD ADVEffllES OF PETER 1 lUiffiS, 

Containinfc an account of hia VISIT to the FLYING 
ISLANDERS, taken from hia own mouth, iu hia passage 
to England, from off Cape Ilorn, iu America, in the ship 
Hector. A neat 32mo. volume, roan gilt. Price 25 cents. 

LEARl*& GETZ, PnbUahers, 

A'o. 138 North Suond Sir/tt, Philadelphia. 



BELI6I0US BOOKS, 

SUITA BLE FOB ftLL OENOMIWA TIOWS. 
Bunyan's Minor Works : Containing Grace AsorKii- 

ivfi 10 THE Chief of Sissers : in a Faiiliful Aooount of Iha LLfs of Jolin 
BiitiYim i ur, u brivf retation of ths eiceadiog mere; of God in Chriit to 
him, in converting him to the Faith of Hil Bluaed Son Jesus Christ i 
nberein is psjticolsrly ehona whnt sight of. and nhat trouble he had fur 
tin ; sad also what various tcmptntiani ho huh met nith, aud bow Qod 
hath flaniod him throagli them all. Alio, IlBiHT'B E^be ra llEi.Rr 
TnoDBLSi The World to Cdhe, or Visions of Uobtcd md Hell; aDd 
Tns BiHHF.s FiQ Thee, or Ibo Doom and Dowofall of the Fmitlass Pro- 

B I'ortriut of John BuDfon. Prico 50 eenta. 

Baxter's Saints* Everlasting Rest; or, a Treatise 

of the Blessed Sla.to of tho Saints in their enjoyment of Qud in Ueareo. 
Htma., cloth, gilt, nith a Porliait of tlia AuUior. Fcico M conts. 

Doddridge's Bise and Progress of Religion in 

TUt; SOUL. lUuslrated in a Onurso of Pr«o!iuoI Addresses, «iih a Ser- 
mon «n the care of tbo S-ial, A neat IBmo. -Volume, with n Portrait of iho 
AiiLbur. Bound in eloth, gilL Price fiD Dents. 

The Vicax of "Wakefield. A Tale. To which is 

ftfflied Ian Dksebieb Villaqe. By OLIVER QOLBSMITH, M. D. 
ISmo., ololh, gUt, with a Portrait of the Author. Price fiO oenu. Sir 
i.f.i..__ in._-- :- flpeaiiiiig of this --■- ;--^i- >- -■ «iir_ ___j 
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WilliBon's AfOicted Man's Companion; of, a Di- 
rector; for Persons and Fnmilies alHicted with Sickness or an; other dis- 
trew, wilh direcliona to the siek, boih under and after afBiotion; also, 
direction! to tha friends of the aiok, and others who visit themi and like- 
irise W all, bow to [irepaie both ^or aioknesB and death, and how to be 
Meroised Bt the time of dying. To which is added a colleclJOH of com. 
fortable texts of Sorijituro, vary anitable for dying believers. The choioB 
layings of many eminent dying sainta. Tho author's iast Bdrice to bis 
wife end ebildroni and his dying words, writteo by himself, and found 
BtaoDg his papers after his doatb. A new edition, revised nnd improved, 
in 1 rol, 18mo., cloth, gill, with a handsome Portrait of the Author. 
Price 60 cents. 

Zimmerman on Solitude. With the Life of the 

Anthur. This is a neat ediiioo of this deservedly popular book. ISmo., 
slolh, gilt, with a Poctruit of ZiDiinermBii. Price 50 oonts, 

tBIARY & GETZ, PubliahetB, 

A'o. 138 Norlh Stcond SCictt, V\«\aAA-B*«tt- 



POP U LAR SCHOOL BOOKS. 

BooUl's Ifew Pictorial United States. Fur Primary Schools. 
244 pages ISmo., neatly bouQil, with Questions. Price STj ots. 
TIjih is the Iwst llistory of the Utiitud ^tutes now published for 
the use of Primarj Schools. 

The Central School Reader. Compiled by the Fe- 
innle Association of Friomla for tbe Itnproremcnt of 
Juvunilu Books. One of the best books published for 
Select Schools antl Academies. 12mo. Price 75 eta. 

Wilmsen's Header; or, The Children's Friend, Ono 
tiumlrt'd nt)d sixtieth edition. One of the best School 
Books ever published for Children between the ages 
of eight and twelve years. 12mo. Price 62J cents. 

White's HementB of TJniverBal History: — With 

Additions and Questions. By John S. Hart. 12mo. 
Arabesf^ue backs. Price $1.00. 

Public School Singing Book. By A. F. Cox. 32mo. 

bourds. Price 12^ cents. 

Murray's English Beader. ]2mo. sheep. Price 25 
cents, 

Murray's Introduction. 12mo. boards. Price 12^ 
cents. 

Chapin's Xew Classical Spelling Book. 12ino. 

hoards. Price 1-^ cents. 

The History of Ancient and Modem Qreece. 

Edited bj John Frost, L.L.D. Sheep. Price gl.SO. 

Kelley'fl New Juvenile Primer, Price 3 cents. 

Testament, ISino. sheep. A good school edition. 
Price '2b cents. 

Cobbett's French Grammar. ISmo. sheep. Price 
(!2J cents. 

Cobbett'a English Grammar, ISrao. sheep. Price 
50 cents. 

I^E&St & OETZ, FnblisherB, 

Ifo. 13B ^'on^ Second Strut, FhOadeiphia. 
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